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Parish location 
 
Staindrop is situated within Teesdale, County Durham. 

This Parish Plan is an outcome of the ‘Quiet Voices Big Noise’ project, a part-
nership between : 

 

Supported by West Durham Rural Pathfinder, a Defra funded initiative. 

Cover pictures front: Staindrop Village by P Bowman - back: Montage by E. Longstaff 

 
 
Design:  Maureen Thomas  Print:  Lintons 
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Foreword 
Through the preparation and publication of this document – Staindrop 
Parish Plan – every parishioner has been given a unique, democratic 
opportunity to express their views and have a say in the development of 
their village. 
  
With the support of the Parish Council and funding from West Durham 
Rural Pathfinder project, a series of open public meetings were held and 
topics of concern were voiced and recorded. A steering group of volunteers 
was formed and a questionnaire drawn up, which was distributed to every 
household in the village. 
  
The cover design of the questionnaire and several of the illustrations in this 
report have been provided by children from the local Primary School who 
entered an art and design competition. Community groups that use the  
Scarth Memorial Village Hall were also invited to participate and express 
their views. 
  
The following report, hopefully, expresses accurately the aspirations and 
expectations of a thriving village community. 
 
RLT February 2008 
 

 
Useful Links 
Scarth Hall 
http://www.teesdalehalls.co.uk/staindrop-village-hall.asp   
 
Pigeon club  
www.communigate.co.uk/ne/staindroppigeonclub 
 
Staindrop Business and Enterprise College  
www.staindropschool.com 
 
Teesdale 
www.teesdale.co.uk 
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Teesdale 
Teesdale is an area of some 84,000 ha with a population of 24,000, 
situated within the southern part of County Durham, and borders North 
Yorkshire and Cumbria. It is a peaceful corner of England with much of the 
total area within the North Pennines Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 
Many of the villages in Teesdale are designated Conservation Areas and 
there are 42 Parishes with either Parish Councils or Parish Meetings. 
 
Most of the outstanding features of Teesdale are natural, comprising 
superb open countryside of pasture, woods and moorland. High Force and 
Low Force waterfalls are major tourist attractions. There are also 
outstanding man made features including Raby Castle, Bowes Museum and 
many historic chapels and churches. A rich history of mining, farming, 
country sports and culture are interwoven to create a diverse district - 
inhabited by an equally diverse population. In recent years many people 
have moved into the area bringing their own outlook and lifestyles to 
enrich the community. 
 
Barnard Castle is the main market town of Teesdale. It is rich in history 
with its cobbled market and narrow winding passages between streets. The 
town grew around the Norman castle. “Barney”, as it is known by the 
locals, has excellent shops, a Wednesday market and a monthly farmers 
market on the old cobbled area known as Horsemarket. 
 
Middleton-in-Teesdale, the only other market town, has distinctive 
Victorian architecture reflecting the previous prosperity of the area brought 
about by lead mining. 
 
Teesdale has the lowest population per square mile of any district 
in England. It offers space and scope to live in peace and tranquillity whilst 
still being within about a one hour drive of York, Newcastle, Durham, the 
Scottish Borders and the Lake District. 
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Staindrop Now - 2008 
Unlike many villages, Staindrop has retained many of the amenities that go 
towards making it a sustainable community. There are a total of 613 
households. Total population is 1351 (2001 census) with 15 aged 90 or 
more! 
 
Staindrop is characterised by its greens, split by the tree lined A688 with a 
wonderful variety of houses on both sides. There have been late 20th 
century additions at both eastern and western fringes of the village. A 
range of owner occupancy, with significant private and publicly owned 
rented sector, and alms houses give the Parish a wide variety of properties 
and people. Increasingly, older properties are being modernised though 
planning controls are important to ensure the historic character of the 
conservation area is preserved. Many properties are Listed. 
 

Amenities, Groups and Clubs 
The amenities, groups and clubs in Staindrop are varied. Scarth Hall is the 
central venue for social activity and there is also the Masonic Hall and 
Scout Hut. There is a doctor’s surgery where prescriptions can be 
dispensed, two hairdressers and a beauty salon, three pubs, a bistro 
restaurant, a tea shop and a fish and chip shop. The Spar shop is open 
every day. There is a Post Office / newsagent and a butchers shop as well 
as a youth club, nursery for childcare and garages for car repair, vehicle 
testing, and vintage car restoration. 
  
Staindrop has public toilets in the centre of the village, broadband internet, 
a mobile library and bus services to Barnard Castle, Darlington, Bishop 
Auckland and surrounding area. For the green fingered - there are some 
allotments. 
 
Some of the activities that take place are: a well attended luncheon club on 
Tuesdays, a 50 – 60 club, Women’s Institute, quoits, Staindrop Pigeon 
Club, a church group, Shape & Tone ladies fitness, football, cricket, fishing, 
playgroup, art group, adult education at the comprehensive school, Leek 
club, Guides, Brownies, Cubs, Scouts, Beavers, Rainbows, Christmas lights 
fundraising group, whist drives, ‘Baseline’ at the Methodist Church, annual 
pantomime and the youth club which meets on Tuesday and Thursday. 
 
A range of public footpaths surrounding the village provide everything from 
gentle strolls to longer rambles. Villagers can get an annual permit allowing 
access into the Raby Estate via a gate by the former mill. Cycle Route 20, 
linking Barnard Castle to Bishop Auckland, skirts the village to the south 
and east. 
 
During the summer there is the annual carnival, held on the village green, 
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with lots of entertainment for every age group. In the winter there are the 
Christmas lights, organised and paid for by the villagers, an excellent 
display for such a small village. 
  
A flower festival is held in the Parish Church biannually, open gardens 
incorporating a scarecrow invasion, a Christmas Ceilidh and Church 
Christmas market - all are well supported by local residents as well as 
visitors. On the village doorstep, Raby Castle hosts many events ranging 
from outdoor concerts and plays to orchid shows and car rallies. 
 
There are two schools within the Parish both taking in students from a 
large catchment area. The Staindrop Business and Enterprise College boasts 
620 students and is situated on the South West of the village and Staindrop 
C E Primary, almost in the centre of the village, has some 158 pupils. 

 

Places of Worship 
St. Mary’s Parish Church and the Methodist 
Chapel hold regular Sunday services and a 
Kingdom Hall for Jehovah’s Witnesses is 
currently proposed. 
 
The cemetery attached to the Parish 
Church and the cemetery across the road 
from the church are full, but it is thought 
that burials will be possible at the newer 
cemetery, accessed from the Coach Road, 
for the next 27 years. 
 
 
 

 

The Methodist Church, left, and St. 
Mary’s Parish Church below 
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A short parish history of Staindrop  
by Elizabeth Steele 

Although the remains of a Roman road lies under part of the South end of 
Raby Park, there is no archaeological evidence of a settlement in the area 
at that time, and the Danish name of the village is much later.  However, 
Sudburn Beck to the west and south of the village may give a clue to 
earlier habitation: ‘burn’ is the Celtic name for a stream, whereas ‘beck’ 
means the same in Danish or Norse, indicating that there was indeed an 
earlier village.  The village, as we know it now, was probably settled first 
by Anglo Saxons in about 600AD, followed by Danes from about 800AD 
 
The earliest village extended west from the church, roughly to where the 
Mill now is, on the north side and the house known as The Deanery on the 
South.  The becks provided a natural boundary.  Stone houses had roofs of 
heather thatch secured by sheep bones, and were of the ‘longhouse’ type, 
one end being used for animals, the other for the family.  They had no 
windows or chimneys and a central fire served for cooking, heat and light.  
Until well into the modern period, the sheep was the mainstay of the 
economy: not only did it provide meat, but spinning and weaving provided 
employment. 
 
The earliest written mention of Staindrop lies in a document in which 
Canute, King of England from 1016-31, gave Staindropshire and associated 
land as part of a pilgrimage to the shrine of St. Cuthbert in Durham, an act 
which determined the future of the village and Raby nearby.  The King 
names the Earl of Northumberland as his deputy for the region, and it was 
the descendants of this Earl who became the owners of Raby, the Nevills, 
at one time the most powerful family in England. 
 
Their most important act in the village was the enlargement of the Church, 
now dedicated to St. Mary, but originally to St. Gregory.  The foundations 
of the Church are Anglo-Saxon, but it was enlarged by the Nevills from 
about 1130 until about 1420 to create the Church we see today, one of the 
most important parish churches in the County if not the country as a 
whole.  John, Lord Nevill, also obtained a licence to make it a Collegiate 
Church, so that it became a centre for education as well as worship and in 
time, had it not been for the Reformation, Staindrop might have had a 
University. 
 
Lord Nevill also obtained, in 1378, a licence for a weekly market to be held 
on Tuesdays in Staindrop, which continued until 1853, as well as an annual 
Fair at Whitsuntide. 
 
With the Reformation, the land in the village then owned by the Church 
was sold to private owners.  Further changes came in 1569.  The Nevills of 
Raby had remained Catholic and, with the help of the Percy, Earl of 
Northumberland, formed a plot to replace Queen Elizabeth with Mary 
Queen of Scots.  This inevitably failed; the Earl of Northumberland fled to 
Holland and 7 men from Staindrop were hanged as well as 5 from Raby.  A 
Steward was appointed to administer the village on behalf of the Crown, as 
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well as Raby, and this remained largely the case until 1626 when Sir 
Henry, however, did not purchase much land in the village, although he did 
purchase the advowson of the Church. 
 
Staindrop had barely recovered from the disasters of the 16th century 
before the Civil War began in 1641.  Although Raby was besieged and men 
killed, the village did not suffer greatly and damage in the Church was 
limited to the destruction of religious icons and disfigurement of the Nevill 
tombs.  For 9 years there was no vicar, which caused hardship since the 
Church also provided education for the boys of the village, and marriages 
were conducted at Raby Castle by Sir Henry Vane acting as a magistrate. 
 
At this time, the Church and its Churchwardens played a large part in the 
village.  Until 1856, the Churchwardens acted as constables responsible for 
Law and Order and the small vestry beside the Lady Chapel, which then 
had an external entry, for some time acted as the village lock-up. 
 
They were also responsible for poor relief until the establishment of the 
Poorhouse at the end of the 18th century.  To some extent the villagers 
found this oppressive and the act which established Parish Council in 1894 
was welcomed.   
 
The 18th century saw the village enlarged and ‘gentrified’.  The 2nd Earl of 
Darlington, owner of Raby at that time, donated land for the building of a 
Quaker Meeting House (now a private dwelling) and also built the stone 
Vicarage for the Church, as well as the Gothic Staindrop House.  During 
this century, the Enclosure Acts brought changes, and the village benefited 
from the award of land to be used for the Poor, which the Parish Council 
still owns and which still provides a small income. 
 

Front 
Street, 
about half 
–mile in 
length and 
widens out 
to the west 
to accom-
modate the 
Green 
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The 19th century saw 
great changes, in the 
village: great hardship 
was suffered during the 
Napoleonic Wars when 
farming was in decline; 
the coming of the 
railways to nearby 
Winston meant that fewer 
coaches called in the 
village en route from east 
to west, and road 
improvements meant that 
villagers could now travel 
further for work.  It was 
still a thriving place:  the 
1861 census shows that  
the village was largely  
self-sufficient, with  
two National Schools for  
infants and seniors, as 
well as the tradesmen 
necessary for life.  There 
were 7 public houses or 
inns and six places or 
worship. 
 
Coal gas street lighting 
was installed in 1853, 
powered by the Staindrop 
Gas Company which 
continued until 1934 
when most street lighting 
was electric, but only 
provided between October 
and May! 
 
The Poorhouse was  
replaced in 1860-61 by  
the building of 12  
Almshouses by Duke 
Henry, 2nd Duke of 
Cleveland. 
 
By this time, the Church 
had been neglected and 
fallen into disrepair, and 
Canon Lipscombe, who 
came to Staindrop as 
Vicar, took this in hand, 
carrying out many 
alterations as well as 
repairs.  To celebrate his 
50 years of service to the 
village, the Church clock 
was donated in 1896. 

Staindrop Almshouses, situated on the south side, off 
Office Square; below, St. Mary’s Church which was 
restored in 1849 

The Wheat Sheaf Inn with a posed group looking 
steadfastly at the camera 
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There was a thriving 
social life, centred 
on the school, 
where there was 
also a library.  To 
celebrate the Silver 
Jubilee of Queen 
Victoria in 1887, the 
avenue of trees 
which lines the main 
road was planted 
and still gives 
pleasure.  In 1874 
the Scarth Memorial 
Hall, named in 
memory of Thomas 
Freshfield Scarth, 
agent to Raby, was 

erected and paid for by public subscription at a total cost of £1943—an 
enormous sum for those days. Many of the services provided by the school 
transferred there and it became the social hub of the village. 
 
With the death of the owner of Raby, the 4th and last Duke of Cleveland in 
1891, the 9th Lord Barnard inherited the castle as well as property in 
Staindrop and today many of the buildings in Staindrop bear his cipher as 
well as the date of building.  Much of the property he inherited was old and 
decayed and a systematic scheme of replacement resulted in the building 
of Barnard Street, Duke Street and Neville Cottages as well as many other 
houses. 
 
The Great War of 1914-18 again brought changes.  219 men from the 
village volunteered as well as 2 women.  41 men died, including Lord 
Barnard’s eldest son Henry, and are commemorated on the War Memorial 
in the Church.  Motor transport arrived in 1920 and a regular bus service 
between the village and nearby towns meant that residents travelled to 
Barnard Castle, Darlington and even further afield for employment as well 
as shopping.  This inevitably led to a decline in local amenities, which 
continued with the Great Depression.  A highlight of the period was the 
World Scout Jamboree held in Raby Park in 1936 attended by the Chief 
Scout himself, Lord Baden-Powell. 
 
World War II saw Staindrop very lively indeed with many refugees from 
Northern industrial towns arriving as well as troops billeted at Raby, as well 
as in the village itself.  Only one bomb fell in the vicinity and the village 
survived the war unscathed. 
 
After the war, the village expanded with the building of council houses at 
both ends and further private development from the 70s onwards, 
providing mainly for the needs of the village, has brought us to the present 
population of 1351.  To provide for this the schools were replaced. 
 
Sheltered housing, Bromley Court, in addition to the almshouses, provides 
for the needs of elderly residents.  Today, there is little commercial activity 
in the village, only three public houses survive and only three shops.  The 
needs of the village are largely met elsewhere and it has become primarily 
an elegant dormitory village. 
 

The Green 
towards the 
west end 
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Staindrop Parish 
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Results of community consultation 
In planning for the future, the first and most important step is to consult as widely as 
possible. 
A public consultation was carried out in 2007 when Staindrop residents were asked 
what they liked and disliked about their village. 600 questionnaires were delivered and 
127 households, representing 276 people responded.  
{The following % response is based on the figure 127} The views of people attending 
various events in the village were also sought and built into the final picture. Overall 
the comments were very positive, confirming that Staindrop is a great place to live.  
People ranked ‘environment and countryside’, ‘health and care’, ‘crime and safety’ and 
‘transport, travel and traffic’ as the most important to them. In not ranking other options 
such as ‘business’ ‘land use’, it is assumed that there is general satisfaction with the 
status quo.  
 
 

 
Household   
 
19% of respondents had lived in the village for more than 51 years, with fewer than 
2% settling within the past year.   
Most people responding said they got their local information from either the local 
newspaper or by word of mouth, especially if involved in the school and various 
activity groups.  People seem to like posters and flyers but only 12% of households 
got information from the Parish News. Problems associated with residents being able 
to access information about what is going on in Staindrop is a recurring theme through 
the responses and is something the Parish Council will look at in detail. 
 
Staindrop is fortunate in being served by bus services to Barnard Castle, Darlington 
and Bishop Auckland. However the frequency of services means it can be problematic 
for users to access some services, including education and leisure facilities, in these 
towns. Anyone using the doctor’s in Staindrop can access volunteer drivers if they 
have difficulty attending hospital. 
 

HOUSEHOLDS AND FAMILIES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Staindrop 

Living arrangements                        Vehicle ownership 
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INFORMATION 
(numbers) 

617 368 313 145 304 222 114 253 189 
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Transport, Traffic and Travel 
 
The majority of residents rely on private cars to access work, education and 
recreation.  Most public transport users are satisfied with the service, other than those 
that need to reach local colleges at specific times.  There is felt to be no real need for 
extra buses though there was support for the introduction of a service linking directly 
to the railway station and airport. The timing of the ‘last bus’ from Barnard Castle can 
be a problem for shift workers and others who wish to use public transport.  Most 
people use their cars for convenience or because there is no alternative.  It is felt that, 
if people are to be encouraged to use public transport, then there must be cheaper 
fares and greater frequency of operation on some routes. 
 

There is some traffic congestion within the village, especially when heavy goods 
vehicles park outside the Post Office and there are problems around the nursery and 
schools at their arrival and leaving times.  Events at Scarth Hall and Masonic Hall, 
which have no dedicated car parking, can cause localised problems. 
 
Most households feel the speed and amount of traffic through the village on the A688 
should be addressed by calming measures and the provision of a pedestrian crossing.   
 
Pavement parking is a very common occurrence in the village and causes 
considerable distress and dangers to pedestrians and wheelchairs.    
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

Yes

44%

No

56%

The questionnaire asked:  Do you think there is adequate control of parking?  This pie 
chart shows the response:  



16 

Crime and Safety 
 
Although nearly everyone feels safe within the parish there is great concern about the 
traffic through the village and the problem caused by anyone wanting to cross from 
one side of the green to the other. When cars are parked on the pavement that makes 
things worse; pedestrians have to walk out into the road to get past.  The elderly are 
the only group of residents who feel unsafe in the parish after dark.  It was felt that 
some additional lighting would give people a feeling of greater security in some 
locations. 
 
People think there is a strong sense of community, with people looking out for each 
other.  
 
The play park featured strongly, as an area with problems, caused by inappropriate 
use by people who should not use it at all, their presence being a real nuisance. Its 
‘tucked away’ location was felt to contribute to this and one suggestion made was to 
move it to the village green; “the quoits are played on the green why not the play area?” 
 
Whilst recorded crime is low in Staindrop, all 
incidents cause distress to the people concerned.  
Anti-social behaviour gives rise to serious 
complaints. The issues raised most involve groups 
of young people hanging around, often drinking 
and causing problems, and the travellers who stop 
on their way to and from Appleby Fair in May and 
June..  People agree there is little for teenagers to 
do in the village and this is the main reason why 
they “hang out” at night, especially around the 
Spar shop and the playground. 
 
33% of households think that policing is adequate 
whilst 51% disagree. Most people do agree that 
more policing would reduce crime and the fear of 
crime. 
 
 
 

Environment and Countryside 
 
The important factors in retaining the character of the parish are shown in the table 
opposite.  The number one priority is to tackle litter. Langley Beck should be cleaned 
and maintained and treated as an asset to the village  
 
Concerns over village greens, maintenance of open spaces, lanes and footpaths and 
street furniture were also important. 
 
Residents think the historic buildings and atmosphere should be retained and derelict 
buildings attended to.  It is felt important that rights of ways and bridleways should be 
used sensitively and the country code should be followed. 
 
Respondents felt the overall appearance of the parish was ‘good to fair’. Included in 
this assessment were roads, verges, street lighting, signs and bus shelters but the 

Non emergency no. 0845 6060365 

Your local 
beat officers 

are  
PC 2427  

Antony Kent 
and 

PC 50 6443 
Gina Haigh 
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pavements were felt to be ‘fair to poor’.  Street lighting issues are mentioned by 
several respondents. Areas such as the side of the Scarth Hall, and Lady Close are 
mentioned specifically. 
 

56% of respondents highlighted dog fouling as a big problem.  
 
Climate change and the wider environmental issues are very important and 9% 
residents would welcome the opportunity to join an energy saving initiatives group. 
 
 
 

Emergency Services 
 
Most respondents felt the emergency services could reach them within a reasonable 
amount of time.  
 
Despite much acknowledgement of the low crime levels, and appreciation of 
Staindrop’s local beat officers, concerns were expressed about the level of community 

Graph with slanty text ? 

  VERY IMPORTANT IMPORTANT NOT IMPORTANT 
Positioning and mainte-
nance of appropriate street 
furniture  (benches, litter 
bins, signs, etc) Control of 
weeds, ragwort and thistles 

79 39 3 

Encouragement of tidy 
gardens and farmsteads 

63 45 6 

Prevention and/or prompt 
 removal of litter 

92 26 0 

Prevention of overdevelopment 78 34 4 
Maintenance of open spaces 84 33 0 
Variety of old building styles 55 39 9 
Modern bungalows 11 34 55 
Other modern buildings 10 31 52 
Farmsheds/commercial 18 52 23 
Lanes and footpaths 80 32 1 
Community centre 52 46 3 
Setting, i.e. rural 69 27 2 
Beautiful views 61 39 2 
Drystone walls 47 45 10 
The riverside park 34 34 11 
Village greens 80 30 2 
Post office 88 25 2 
Churches 68 34 7 
Hedges 60 45 3 
School 77 29 5 
Trees 75 32 3 
Barns 34 47 14 
Pubs/somewhere to eat 53 49 9 
Derelict buildings 40 25 27 
Uncontrolled dogs / control of dogs 77 28 7 
Rights of way / bridleways / 
Teesdale Way access 

73 30 2 
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policing, with comments such as ‘the Police had become remote figures speeding 
through the village” with a very poor response to emergency calls.  Access for 
emergency vehicles was raised in the context of inconsiderate parking, especially 
around the village green.  Parking around the narrow lanes blocks entrances, 
preventing vehicle access for residents but especially for any emergency vehicle 
should it be required. The remoteness of the emergency service call centres was felt 
to contribute to a lack of local knowledge about how to reach particular parts of the 
village.  
 
 
 

Health and Care 
 
Most people who use local social care facilities including home help, frozen meals, 
luncheon club, mental health and carer support, daycare and respite/nursing services 
are satisfied with the service provided. 
There is some concern that there is no dentist or chemist shop in Staindrop though 
prescriptions may be dispensed at the surgery. 
Mobility is a problem for 20% of respondents, with 13% unable to walk 50 yards 
without severe pain. As Staindrop has an aged and ageing population, this can be 
expected to increase. 
 
 
 

Education, Training and Employment 
 
Though not raised by many respondents, some did express concerns that those who 
relied on public transport could have difficulty in getting to and from courses held 
outside the village. Although there are courses held at the college (senior school), and 
in the Scarth Hall, it seemed that details were not widely advertised. 
 
A very high number of households have their own computers and internet 
connections, although several people would be interested in computer classes. 
 
 
 

Land Use 
 
While 31% of respondents thought the parish needs more housing, 58% said no extra 
was required. 
In general, people commented that if more housing was provided, it should be 
affordable to give help to younger and older people.  One household  felt any 
development should be limited to “just enough for the village not to get too large and 
lose its identity”.  If new building were an option there were some different suggestions 
for its location with the timber yard on Winston Rd being seen as the most appropriate 
and then the former Council Yard on Cleatlam Rd.  Some suggested “barn 
conversions of redundant farm buildings”.  Any further development of light industrial 
or commercial units is not thought necessary although those that disagree feel that, if 
in appropriate areas, it could benefit local employment. 
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Recreation 
 
A large proportion of households feel the existing facilities for young people are 
inadequate, although they accept the equipment in the play area is good.  There are 
concerns over the position of the play area as it is rather secluded and really only for 
the use of primary school age children.  Older children tend to congregate and cause 
anti-social behaviour which deters younger users.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There is strong support for more use to be made of Scarth Hall to include activities 
and facilities for young people.  The Youth Club is now operating.  It is felt the village 
green is not appropriate for playing football and cricket and alternatives are needed. 
 
From comments received it appears that lots of people do not know what is going on 
in the hall and those that do consider there is little to interest them.  The weekly 
playgroup is appreciated.  There are several comments about the hall being “drab, 
uninviting with unimaginative facilities, as well as being cold and depressing”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  YES  NO 

Play areas for specific ages (please state age 
range) 

25 23 

Focal point/meeting place/clubs for all ages 62 12 

Play group/pre-school 16 34 

Parent volunteers to support activities 39 12 

Leisure facilities 48 15 

Indoor play area 37 20 

Youth club with leadership 65 8 

Computer and other training 43 16 

Disco 33 20 

Transport to other parishes/facilities 38 18 

Job-seeking opportunities 45 14 

Public playing field 43 24 

Facilities for older children and teens were 
particularly highlighted - ‘youth club with 
leadership’ promoted the largest response from 
respondents of the questionnaire 
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Business and Tourism 
 
84% of households support the local shops but most do their weekly grocery shopping 
in supermarkets in Barnard Castle, Bishop Auckland or Darlington. Only a small 
number use internet shopping for groceries. 
Some people would like to see a pharmacy, a farm shop, and even an internet café, 
with young people in particular saying they would like a Chinese takeaway. One of the 
more ambitious ideas to come forward was for a mobile sports facility, perhaps 
incorporating an ice rink, to visit the village. 
 

 
 
There is strong support for more accommodation, walking tours and local history 
events, but with the proviso that this could cause even more car parking problems.  It 
was felt that tourism could help to create a small number of jobs possibly suitable for 
parents with children at school. 
 
The voluntary sector is thriving in village life (and there is always room for more!) with 
a good selection of skills available.  Residents who simply ‘do their bit’ outside of any 
formal structure are much appreciated. 
 
 
 

 

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

N umbe r  of  
r e sponde nt s

Low Medium High

The questionnaire asked  How do you rate the level of tourism in Staindrop?  
This graph shows the response: 
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Staindrop Parish Council 
ACTION PLAN  

 
 
The Parish Council (PC) was heartened by the very positive response overall to the 
public consultation that was used to prepare the plan, but was also reassured that 
those areas of most concern for residents were largely those that the Parish Council 
was already seeking to address. 
 
The Parish Council has very limited powers and therefore little direct responsibility for 
many of the issues highlighted. Nevertheless, as the most local, democratic body 
concerned only with the interests of Staindrop, it will consider carefully all the points 
raised, acting as an advocate and conduit for community concerns and aspirations in 
those areas outside its direct responsibility. The Parish Council will prioritise those 
issues which appear to be of most importance to the residents. 
 
 
 
1 There is a clear need identified to improve access to information and the  
 interchange of information. The PC will review the adequacy of the current 
 arrangements and investigate the feasibility of a Staindrop website. 
 
2  Environmental issues such as litter, dog fouling and beck maintenance are 
 important to residents. The PC will continue its liaison with the responsible 
 authorities and encourage community voluntary action. 
 
3  Crime and Safety are of concern and the PC will continue to request a police 
 report at each of its meetings and ensure that the police are made fully aware of 
 local issues. It will continue to support the recently opened youth club and will 
 review arrangements for the management of the play park. 
 
4  The volume of traffic through the village has prompted the PC to lobby the 
 highway authority for appropriate pedestrian crossing and traffic calming over 
 several years.  
 
5  Inconsiderate parking is of major concern and the PC will monitor this and liaise 
 with the highway authority and spotlight areas where problems have been 
 identified. 
 
6  ‘Youth issues’ and the perceived lack of youth provision was a strong feature of 
 the consultation. The PC will open discussions with schools to investigate the 
 feasibility of using school facilities outside of core school hours. 
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The Process 
 
An objective of the West Durham Rural Pathfinders Case Study, being carried out by 
Durham Rural Community Council, was to produce three Parish Plans in Teesdale - all 
to be launched by 31st March 2008. Staindrop Parish Council kindly agreed to work 
towards producing their Parish Plan within this timescale. 
 

Creating awareness within the parish began on Carnival Day, Saturday 14th July 2007.  
A competition was held in a tent on the village green asking residents and visitors 
alike if they could identify photographs of several village locations.  At the same time, 
they were asked to add comments to a washing line of what is “pants and tops” 
about Staindrop.  This was followed by a public meeting in Scarth Hall on 15th August, 
supported also by Durham County Council, when a steering group was formed and, 
within this extremely tight deadline, responded to the challenge by preparing, 
producing and delivering a questionnaire to every household in the Parish.  The front 
cover of the document was the winning entry in a competition held in conjunction with 
the Primary School.  The children produced a selection of drawings showing their 
perception of Staindrop, which were so good that judging was made very difficult.  The 
questionnaires sought the views, comments and suggestions of residents on all aspects 
of parish life as well as answering questions on topics including Health, Education, 
Traffic, Environment and Land Use. It was agreed by the steering group that there 
would be only one questionnaire per household but the compiler would be asked to 
reflect all views of the household before returning them, completed, into boxes 
provided within local shops and services. The questionnaire was delivered by 21st 
November and returned by 4th December. 
 

The questionnaires yielded 124 responses and these were analysed by an independent 
assessor.  The analysis provided a clear picture of the issues affecting local people and 
gave the Parish Council written evidence with which to look at when forward 
planning and create an Action Plan that reflects the good points cherished by the 
inhabitants and recommends courses of action to resolve problems. 
 

Sample consultations were also taken to reflect older and younger peoples’ groups.  A 
response to some requests for less formal meetings, and a perceived lack of some 
types of entertainment for a group of older people, resulted in a Bingo afternoon.  
Despite the request, it was not very well supported but there were plenty of 
comments and opinions offered by those present.   An afternoon of Halloween fun on 
Sunday 28th October where the young ones were able to make bats and spiders, look at 
the witches stew and dress up, gave the parents or guardians the opportunity to write 
up some suggestions over a refreshing cup of tea. 
 

A group of officers from Durham Rural Community Council helped entertain members 
of the Lunch Club on 16th October who enjoyed passing on comments and memories 
of a Staindrop  past and present whilst taking part in a “What is it Quiz” as well as 
having a fantastic lunch.  
 

During this time the Steering Group met regularly and agreed to a further public 
meeting be held on 13th February 2008 to encourage more participation. At this event 
the group provided photographs of Staindrop ‘Now and Then’ and helped to write 
up the history, the current situation and have the opportunity of proposing actions 
needed as they looked at the results of the questionnaire.  
 

From the first display at the Carnival through the Public meetings, Steering group 
meetings and events along to production, publication and launch of Staindrop’s 
Parish Plan the process has been supported by help and advice from Durham Rural 
Community Council.  Their Rural Development Officer has been very ably assisted 
throughout by a hard working team of volunteers and constant support by members 
of the Parish Council. 
 

Opposite page:  Entries in the primary school competition for Questionnaire front cover 
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Alice Jackson  

April Stewart 
& Gemma 
O’Boyle  

Arthur Ford 
– Class 5 

Ashley Fox Brett Gilbert 

Brittany – Age 9 

Claudia 
Schaible 

Curtis  
Goddard – 

Class 6  

Ellen Wood 

Ellie Harland  Age 8 

EthanTurner 
Freeman 

Evan Kelly  
Class 5 

Gemma O’Boyle 
Class 6  

Georgina Blyth  
Class 6  Harvey  

Class 6  

Henry Ford  
Class 6  

Henry Tait  
Class 6 

2nd Prize Above: 
Imogen Hawgood 

Class 5  
Left: 1st prize 

Right:  3rd prize 

Jack  
Dempster 

Jack Harland 
Class 6  

Jack Wade 
Class 6  

Jessica 
Wailes 

Joseph 
Charlton  

Josh  
Makepeace  

Katie Branch 
Class 6  

Matthew 
Priestley   
Class 6  

Matthew 
Littlefair  
Class 6  

Lewis  
Robinson  
Class 5 

Leonard Beadle   

Lauren Crill  
Class 6  

Matthew 
Williamson 

Molly Firmin 
Class 5  

No Name 

Oliver James 

Olivia Ward Sarah C. Seb Hole  
Class 5 

Walter  
Harrison 
Class 6  

Will Sowerby  
Class 5 
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Colour page 


