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Governance 

 
Author  Clerk 
Meeting date 16 January 2020 
 
 
Review of policies 
The Parish Council’s Memorial Bench Request Policy, as adopted in October 2016 is at Appendix 1.  
Proposed minor revisions to the policy are marked in bold blue text or by scoring through.  

 
Recommendation 
Councillors review the policy and approve any revisions considered necessary.  
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Appendix 1: Memorial Bench Requests policy 

 

STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 

Memorial Bench Requests 
 
 

1. There are 10 benches around the village greens. 4 have memorial inscriptions. All are 
of an age whereby they will need replacement or refurbishment in the near future. All 
were refurbished as part of a general bench seat refurbishment programme 
during 2019.  

 
2. Many parish councils offer a facility for the dedication of a bench, generally funded by 

the family or colleagues of a deceased person. 
 
3. Staindrop has no policy on this issue and has no standard design for its benches. 

Benches are either wooden or steel with both requiring frequent maintenance. In the 
interest of consistency and in keeping with the Conservation Area of the village, 
there is an adopted standard design for new benches.  

 
4. The parish council offers the opportunity to dedicate a bench of a design approved by 

the council in circumstances where it considers the bench would be for the better 
enjoyment of the green village. 

 
5. Due to the reduced maintenance requirements, the council in future approves will 

approve only composite recycled, brown, plastic benches. 
 
6. Should a request be made by a member of the public then an agreement is made that 

they fund the purchase and installation of the bench. The current cost is in the region 
of £400 - £900. The member of public’s donation should cover the whole cost of 
the bench and its installation but exclude any VAT element which the Parish 
Council can reclaim. When payment is received then an order is placed by the 
Council.  

 
7. The sponsor is advised that once the bench is installed they may then arrange to fix a 

small plaque. Some providers offer the opportunity for integral commemorative 
plaques. 

 
8. The bench remains the property of the Parish Council and will be insured by the 

council and it will be removed or repaired as appropriate in future years. 
 
9. In general this process should be used to replace existing benches, and so over time 

there should be a standardised type of bench. 
 
10. The location of any new memorial bench will be by agreement between the 

donor and the Parish Council (and any other body as appropriate). Benches will 
be installed in such a way and in such places to ensure that minimum damage is 
caused to the village green, or to the bench as result of grass cutting. 


