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STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of a meeting held at Scarth Memorial Hall, Staindrop 

on Thursday 18 April 2019 at 7.15pm 
 

In attendance: Cllr David Reed (Chair), Cllr Darrel Chapman, Cllr Ed Chicken, Cllr Ian Royston,  
  Cllr Tony Smith, Cllr Elaine Oliver, Cllr Marion Rodham  
Absent:  Cllr Roger Humphries, Cllr Chris Allison 
Press:  Reporter from the Teesdale Mercury 
Clerk:  Judith Mashiter 
Public:  Susan Todd plus one other local elector  
Guests: Judi Sutherland and Phil Hunt from Barnard Castle HGV Action Group and Sarah Halpin and Emma 

Wilkinson (Caldwell Parish Council) (items 1-5 only) 

1. Apologies and approval of absences 
As Cllr Humphries had submitted apologies due to a being on holiday, and Cllr Allison due to a family commitment, it was 
resolved that their absences be approved. 

2. Declarations of interest 
None. 

3. Requests for dispensations 
No requests had been received. 

4. Minutes 
Draft Minutes had been circulated. It was resolved that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held 21 March 2019 
are an accurate record.  

5. Proposed HGV ban in Barnard Castle town centre 
Judi Sutherland and Phil Hunt from Barnard Castle HGV Action Group described the background which gave rise to the 
group, and the group’s objectives. A paper, prepared in April 2017, proposing an HGV ban and permit scheme, was 
presented to County Durham Police, Crime and Victims’ Commissioner, Adrian White and Dave Wafer of Durham County 
Council (DCC) Highways Departments, Paul Emerson, Traffic Management Officer with Cleveland and Durham 
Specialist Operations Unit, and this paper is available for councillors’ reference.  
The group is concerned about both damage to heritage assets such as the Market Cross and Abbey Bridge, as well as 
safety. Infrastructure problems were exacerbated during the lengthy A1 upgrade work, when the approach from Durham 
County Council, North Yorkshire County Council and Highways England appeared somewhat haphazard and certainly 
unco-ordinated. Although a ‘corridor of interest’ for a relief road has been included in the County Durham Plan, there is 
no expectation that funds for this will be available until after 2035 and so an interim solution is felt necessary to alleviate 
problems in Barnard Castle. An HGV permit scheme introduced in 2000 in Kirkby Stephen has reduced traffic by 80%. 
Durham County Council have conducted a traffic survey in Barnard Castle and are unconvinced that much traffic is 
travelling through Barnard Castle, believing that most is servicing local businesses.  The HGV Action Group will conduct 
its own survey and has already held a Town Meeting and met with hauliers who are largely supportive of a permit 
scheme. The group is very conscious of not displacing the problem, eg. by forcing quarry traffic or farm traffic onto more 
minor roads or increasing traffic flow through villages such as Staindrop. Phil Hunt argued that a permit scheme would 
reduce traffic through Staindrop as it would be only local HGV using the route. 
Response to date from Durham County Council to the work of the HGV Action Group has been negative – always finding 
a reason to say ‘no’ rather than actively wanting to find a solution.  
All present – the Action Group representatives, parish councillors and guests from North Yorkshire – agreed that a co-
ordinated approach, across county council and regional borders, is needed, and that a strategic, perhaps innovative 
solution should be sought, rather than using short-term, diversion routes for example. Frustration was shared about the 
fact that County Council officers appear not to want to tackle the issue strategically. The involvement of Helen Goodman 
MP was suggested as a way forward, as was the HGV Group’s intention to broaden its membership and strengthen its 
evidence base. 
Cllr Reed thanked the HGV Action Group representatives for attending and sharing their views.  

6. Public participation 
Two members of public were present and drew the following to councillors’ attention: 
• A new sign is needed at Grice Court — Cllr Reed has the sign and will contact Northstar Housing about getting it 

installed 
• Potholes in Sudburn Avenue, Coronation Gardens and The Orchards are a problem — Clerk will report these to 

Durham County Council 
• Condition and potential charge to use the public toilets — Cllr Reed explained that this is a Durham County Council 

responsibility 
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• ‘Nicky-Nack’ footpath (off Ladyclose, heading west parallel to the A688) is suffering from overhanging vegetation 
(from private gardens), tipping of grass cuttings/garden rubbish and other flytipping, poor footpath surface, a broken 
stile stone, and dog fouling — councillors will look at this site and explore the possibility of Parish Paths Partnership 
support to tackle the problem 

• Path down the side of the almshouses is in need of tidying up — councillors will look at this site and explore the 
possibility of Parish Paths Partnership support to tackle the problem 

• Resident would like to contribute bulbs for a new planting scheme if this is started — Cllr Reed expressed 
appreciation and said the council would be willing to take a donation, and any offers of practical help 

• Suggestion for a roundabout on the A688 at the west end of the village to help traffic exiting from Sudburn Avenue, 
and also a query about why a speedhump was needed in Sudburn Avenue as part of the proposed traffic calming 
scheme — Cllr Reed explained that this is a Durham County Council responsibility 

• Suggestion that a 40mph ‘buffer zone’ be introduced at entrances to Staindrop from Barnard Castle, from the Moor 
Road and from Winston Lane — Clerk will ask this question of Durham County Council 

7. Planning matters 
A paper had been circulated.  
a. It was resolved to note the Parish Council decision on application DM/19/00461/FPA considered prior to the meeting 

due to response deadlines. 
b. It was resolved to note the decision of Durham County Council on applications DM/19/00498/LB and 

DM/19/00269/FPA (both approved). 
c. It was resolved to note a summary of planning applications since April 2018. Cllr Royston reported that application 

DM/18/02721/OUT (up to 50 dwellings at land to the south of Sudburn Avenue) had been approved by the Durham 
County Council planning committee, against the recommendation for refusal from the planning officer. Submissions 
of support had been presented by the Parish Council, by local County Councillors, the developer and Staindrop 
Academy and no objections to the application had been received. 

d. Councillors considered application DM/19/00859/FPA (extension to car park at 3 Office Square). Cllr Smith 
expressed concern that the number of car parking spaces was not stated and feared that an increase in vehicles 
crossing the footpath to access the car park would create a safety hazard for children walking to and from school. 
Other councillors felt that it would be good to take cars off road and alleviate parking problems in Office Square and 
also that keeping a viable business in the village was a good thing. Cllr Royston queried whether the application was 
accurate in that a plan was shown extending the car park into an area of trees and bushes whereas the narrative 
states that no vegetation will be cut down. By a vote of 6-1 it was resolved to make no objection to planning 
application DM/19/00859/FPA (extension to car park at 3 Office Square). 

8. Pathway between Nºs 14 and 18 South Green 
A paper had been circulated. A further email, dated 17 April, from Mrs Raper, owner of Nºs 15 and 17 South Green, was 
read out. 
It was resolved that Clerk write to Mrs Raper and to residents Mr Woof and Mr Poole explaining the Parish Council’s view 
that the matter of private access rights is one for resolution between those parties directly involved. 
It was resolved that the Parish Council should not pursue any action to seek a modification of the definitive Public Rights 
of Way map concerning what is widely believed to be a public footpath passing from South Green to the fields at the 
south. 

9. Update about ongoing progress of resolutions and actions 
• Cllr Smith queried whether a new bollard should be installed opposite Scarth Hall, as this would prevent any 

vehicular access to the green on Carnival Day (eg. for petting zoo animal transport). It was resolved by a majority 
vote that no bollard should be installed on the village green opposite Scarth Hall.  
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10. Correspondence 
A list of correspondence received had been circulated and was noted. Following discussion: 
• (item 10) — Agreed that the council does not consider making a donation to Citizens Advice County Durham.  

11. Village Greens and Environmental issues 
Cllr Smith reported that some of the seats on the village green need refurbishing (sanding down and painting) or 
replacing with ones made of durable recycled material. Although help from the probation service has been utilised in the 
past, councillors felt that the job had not been done well. Agreed that Clerk seek three quotations from possible 
contractors to do minor repairs and repaint/stain as appropriate. 
Agreed that Clerk ask Durham County Council to replace litter bins with ones similar to those used in the City of Durham. 

12. Playground issues 
A paper had been circulated. 
a. It was agreed that Clerk and Cllr Chapman visit the playground and prepare a view for council on the two somewhat 

conflicting reports received from Park Lane Playgrounds (dated 4 April) and The Play Inspection Company (dated 5 
April), especially in the light of recently commissioned maintenance work.  

b. As above. 
c. Cllr Chicken clarified that the possible updating of bylaws was being explored as police advice was that if there isn’t 

a bylaw in place, then they couldn’t possibly help to enforce it. The particular problem is that the current bylaw (from 
1973) does not refer to any upper age limit for playground users. Cllr Chicken suggested that the Parish Council 
seek the views of those volunteers who had worked hard to drive forward the playground refurbishment — Amanda 
Astrop and Emma Hignett-Curran — by sending them draft new bylaws and inviting them to the next parish council 
meeting.  

d. There were no other playground issues raised. 

13. Finance 
A report had been circulated. 
a. It was resolved to receive a report of receipts and payments from 1 – 31 March 2019 and the bank reconciliation at 

31 March 2019. 
b. Clerk explained that two minor adjustments, of items switching between two headings, had been necessary since 

the report was produced, but this caused no overall change. Clerk also explained that finer analysis of receipts and 
payments will be prepared in future. Clerk reminded councillors that the balance to be carried forward to 2019/20, of 
£29,919, included earmarked reserves for water pump restoration(£3k), painting/replacement of seats (£4k) and 
North Green footpaths expenses (£8,500), leaving general reserves of £14,419, a level comfortably within the 
recommended levels of between 25% and 100% of precept (at 86%). There were no questions. It was resolved to 
receive and note the draft annual accounts for 2018/19. 

c. It was resolved to self-certify as exempt from a Limited Assurance Review (external audit) for the 2018/19 Annual 
Governance and Accountability Return as neither receipts nor payments exceeded the £25k threshold for this to be 
a requirement. 

d. It was resolved to authorise payments due as listed, with the additional payments (invoices recently received) of £15 
rent to Raby Estates, £186.05 for County Durham Association of Local Councils annual membership, and £3,084.00 
to Scotbark for playground playchip. 

e. It was resolved to note a bank transfer made from the current account to the interest-bearing account.  
f. It was resolved to note that a second reclaim of VAT paid on purchases during 2018/19 has been prepared, for 

£367.50.  

14. Annual Parish Meeting 
It was resolved that the Annual Parish Meeting be held at 7.00pm on Wednesday 16 May 2019, prior to the Parish 
Council meeting at 7.15pm. 

15. Councillors’ reports 
a. No councillors wished to make a report. 
b. No County Councillors were present. 

 
Meeting closed: 9.15pm 
 


