
 

 
        Page 1 of 3                                                180719-1 DRAFT minutes 200619 

STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting held at Scarth Memorial Hall, Staindrop 

on Thursday 20 June 2019 at 7.15pm 
 

In attendance:  Cllr David Reed (Chair), Cllr Darrel Chapman, Cllr Elaine Oliver, Cllr Ed Chicken, Cllr Chris Allison 
   Cllr Roger Humphries 
Absent:   Cllr Ian Royston, Cllr Tony Smith, Cllr Marion Rodham 
Press:   Martin Paul from the Teesdale Mercury 
Clerk:   Judith Mashiter 
Public:   15 members of public 

1. Apologies and approval of absences 
As Cllrs Smith and Rodham had submitted apologies due to Carnival commitments, and Cllr Royston due to being on 
holiday, it was resolved that their absences be approved. 

2. Declarations of interest 
Cllr Reed declared an interest in Raby Estates proposed development at Winston Road, but it was noted that no decision 
was being made by the Parish Council at this meeting. 

3. Requests for dispensations 
No requests had been received. 

4. Minutes 
Draft Minutes had been circulated.  
a. It was resolved that the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held 16 May 2019 are an accurate record.  
b. It was resolved that the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held 16 May 2019 are an accurate 

record. 

The Chairman sought and received agreement for agenda items 8 and then 6 to be dealt with before other items 

8. Raby Estates future development plans 
A paper had been circulated. 
a. It was resolved to receive notes from a meeting held with Raby Estates’ Chief Executive on 10 May. 
b. It was resolved to note correspondence from a group of 16 residents local to Winston Road and from two residents 

of Langley Garth relating to embryonic housing development proposals at Winston Road. Clerk advised of a further 
letter, received 15 June from a resident, which will be circulated to all councillors.  
Clerk announced that Raby Estates is holding an engagement and update event, from 2pm to 7.30pm on Tuesday 
16 July, at Scarth Hall, to outline the work undertaken to date and seek feedback from the local community. Parish 
Councillors and members of the public are welcome to engage in the process, express their views at an early stage 
and inform the Estates’ plans as they evolve. 

c. It was resolved that there is no action the Parish Council should take at this time. 

6. Public participation 
Members of the public made the following comments for councillors to consider: 

• To date the proposals have only been hearsay and not even Raby Estates’ tenants have been informed; 
professionals working on site have given different reasons for their work 

• The number of houses is too many for the village infrastructure 
• The sawmill site is already identified as a potential housing site in the new County Durham Plan 
• How would flood risk be alleviated, and what would it look like? 
• Is there demand for the number, type and price of houses being proposed? 
• The site is greenbelt 
• Will the Parish Council be considering requesting, through Section 106 agreement, provision for young people 

aged 11 to 16 and additional services, such as GP provision? 
• The development would exacerbate traffic problems 
• There is insufficient work to support local people, so the properties would be bought by commuters  

Cllr Humphries commented that the Parish Council is as much in dark as the public, and the event on 16 July will 
hopefully go some way to addressing the information vacuum, adding that it is a positive thing that the Estate wishes to 
engage with the community, as the Parish Council usually receives details of a planning application just three weeks 
before the deadline for responses.  
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5. Governance 
A paper had been circulated. 
a. It was resolved to approve the revised Standing Orders with no further amendments. 
b. It was resolved to agree a schedule for the annual review of Parish Council policies. 
c. It was resolved to agree the proposed Terms of Reference for the Personnel Committee with the amendment that 

the Committee comprises the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and two other councillors. 
d. It was resolved that Chris Butler of Butler & Gee Accountancy be appointed as internal auditor for 2019/20 at a fee of 

£85+VAT. 

7. Planning matters 
A paper had been circulated.  
a. It was resolved to note the response of the Parish Council to applications DM/19/01389/FPA and DM/19/01390/LB 

(both 13 West Terrace) considered prior to the meeting due to the response deadlines. 
b. It was resolved to note the decision of Durham County Council on application DM/19/00859/FPA (3 Office Square) – 

approved. 
c. It was resolved to note a summary of planning applications since June 2018.  

9. Update about ongoing progress of resolutions and actions 
An action log last updated 13 June had been circulated. 
• Village green bollards — Agreed that Peter Wade be asked to install the bollards at the same rate as previously, and 

in accordance with a location plan provided 
• Offer of support for community project — Agreed to accept two sisters’ offer of £150 to purchase daffodil bulbs which 

the Parish Council will arrange to be planted in such a way as to make a good visual impact but minimise disruption 
of greens maintenance 

• Bench seat refurbishments — One quotation has been received; Clerk to seek additional quotations from businesses 
advertising in the Parish Magazine 

10. Correspondence 
A list of correspondence received had been circulated and was noted. Following discussion: 
• (item 11) — Chair does not wish to receive emails direct from Co. Durham Association of Local Councils 
• (item 33) — Clerk to obtain Highways England’s A66 dualling consultation document  
• (item 25) — date should read Friday 28 June 

11. Village Greens and Environmental issues 
• Councillors commented on the good quality of the grass cutting and asked the Clerk to convey this to the contractor 
• Agreed that Clerk should chase BT on the removal of the telephone kiosk 

12. Playground issues 
A paper had been circulated. 
a. It was resolved that the Council terminate the contract with Park Lane Playgrounds for eight inspections per year, 

but retain the contract with The Play Inspection Company for quarterly inspections (one of which is the required 
annual inspection), and that Clerk draw up a checklist which Cllr Chapman will use to undertake visual inspections 
every two weeks, this being in accordance with the Council’s insurance requirements.  

b. It was resolved that consideration of draft bylaws be deferred to the July meeting and that before then the draft 
bylaws are sent to Emma Hignett, Amanda Curran, the Scouts and neighbouring residents, for initial feedback.  

c. It was resolved that 
• Cllr Chapman will attach missing parts to Play & Stay unit, remedy the slight fire damage on the multi-play panel, 

replace the missing palings in fences and tighten a loose timber retainer log at the play pit.  
• Clerk will contact manufacturer Kompan about the incorrect installation of the basket swing, query Scotbark about 

the compliance of the latest batch of playbark (and seek inspection company’s view on this), ask Trevor Burns to 
shear off excess on four bolts on the gate and to replace one missing bolt and ask Durham County Council to 
tighten the wheelie bin bracket.  

• Cllr Chicken will acquire an appropriate rake and use it to level the playbark. 

13. Request for financial support 
a. It was resolved to make a contribution of £450 towards pitch maintenance at Staindrop Football Club. Cllr 

Chapman reported that the Club has made efforts to raise money itself and is willing for a parish councillor to 
see the accounts if necessary. Councillors agreed that the ground is looking much better than it has previously 
and considered that sight of the balance sheet for the Club’s accounts would be useful. 

b. It was resolved that the Clerk will draft a grants awarding policy for consideration by the council. 
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14. Finance 
A report had been circulated. 
a. It was resolved to receive a report of receipts and payments from 1 – 31 May 2019 and the bank reconciliation at 31 

May 2019. 
b. It was resolved to authorise payments due as listed, with the additional payment (invoice recently received) of £276 

for CE & CM Walker Ltd for grasscutting in May.  
Clerk reported that Barclays have offered a payment of £50 as compensation for problems with the bank mandate and 
councillors agreed to accept this.  

15. Councillors’ reports 
a. Reports from representatives to outside bodies, or from events: 

• Cllr Oliver reported that she had attended Councillor Training on 19 June and found it very useful. Presenters’ 
notes will be circulated to all councillors. 

• Cllr Chicken reported that Scarth Hall is needing to raise funds to treat an exterior wall which has recently 
suffered water ingress. 

b. Reports from County Councillors 
No County Councillors were present. 

16. Confidential business 
 It was resolved that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from 

the meeting to allow the consideration of professional and legal advice to the council.  
Cllr Reed declared an interest and left the meeting. 
It was resolved to note correspondence received and that further research and correspondence is required and the issue 
will be discussed at the July meeting. 

 
Meeting closed: 9.16pm 
 


