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STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting held at Scarth Memorial Hall, Staindrop 

on Thursday 18 July 2019 at 7.15pm 
 

In attendance:  Cllr David Reed (Chair), Cllr Darrel Chapman, Cllr Elaine Oliver, Cllr Ed Chicken, Cllr Chris Allison 
   Cllr Roger Humphries, Cllr Tony Smith, Cllr Marion Rodham, Cllr Ian Royston 
Press:   Martin Paul from the Teesdale Mercury 
Clerk:   Judith Mashiter 
Public:   None 

1. Apologies and approval of absences 
All councillors were present. 

2. Declarations of interest 
Cllr Reed declared an interest in agenda item 14 and left the meeting after item 13. 

3. Requests for dispensations 
No requests had been received. 

4. Minutes 
Draft Minutes had been circulated.  
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held 20 June 2019 are an accurate record.  

5. Governance 
A paper had been circulated. 
a. It was resolved that Cllr Chicken be appointed to the Personnel Committee. 
b. It was resolved to adopt the Grant Applications Policy and application form, with minor revision to the latter indicating 

that an applicant should complete as many details as applicable and available. 
c. It was resolved to approve the Publication Scheme with no revisions 
d. It was resolved to approve the Financial Regulations with the suggested revisions as marked. 
e. It was resolved to approve the Code of Conduct with no revisions. 

6. Public participation 
No members of public were present. 

7. Planning matters 
A paper had been circulated.  
a. It was resolved to note the response of the Parish Council to applications DM/19/01966/LB (Sherwood House) and 

DM/19/01570/LB (Musgrave House) considered prior to the meeting due to the response deadlines. 
b. It was resolved to note a summary of planning applications since July 2018.  

8. Update about ongoing progress of resolutions and actions 
An action log last updated 11 July had been circulated. Agreed that this format, with background and latest actions is 
helpful. Nothing further to update or question. 
• Playground issues to be dealt with under agenda item 12. 

9. Correspondence 
A list of correspondence received had been circulated and was noted. Following discussion: 
• (late item) — Smaller Councils Forum meeting on 25 July, Spennymoor. No councillor wished to attend. 
• (late item) — resident asks who to contact with concerns about parking for proposed Community Gym. Clerk to 

advise that Chris Hughes at the Academy is the appropriate person to refer the resident to. 

10. Finance 
A report had been circulated. 
a. It was resolved to receive a report of receipts and payments from 1 – 30 June 2019 and the bank reconciliation at 30 

June 2019. 
b. It was resolved to authorise payments due as listed, with the additional payments (invoices/claim recently received) 

of £916.00 to P N Wade (bollards work), £40.00 to Cllr Chicken (reimbursement for purchase of rake for playground) 
and £65.00 to G Stockton (August litter collection, cheque dated 15/8/19).  

c. It was resolved to receive a monitoring report of expenditure against approved budget for 2019-20 Quarter 1. 
Councillors noted that expenditure was in line with budget. 
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d. It was resolved to note information received from Staindrop Wheatsheaf Football Club. Councillors appreciated the 
information, considered that the Parish Council grant was proportionate and were pleased that the Club is raising 
money through other means. Cllr Royston sought assurance that the Club was not financially linked to the 
Wheatsheaf pub in any way, and Cllrs Smith and Chapman confirmed that the name is used only because it is the 
venue for meetings. 

11. Village Greens and Environmental issues 
a. Low-hanging branches on village green trees — Councillors commented on the fact that many low hanging 

branches on village green trees are causing people to have to duck down to avoid them. It was resolved that Raby 
Estates be requested to remove low hanging branches, and shoots/sprouts/suckers from the base of all trees on the 
village green, in accordance with the Protocol agreed between the Parish Council and Raby Estates for greens 
management.  

b. Other village green matters 
i. Clerk reported that she had attempted to request quotations from three suppliers for bench seat refurbishment 

(Tony Clark, Steven Crosby and Colin’s Handyman Services), however all were either unable to take on the 
work, or didn’t return calls. It was resolved to accept a quotation from Gareth Walton to refurbish 16 benches. 
Clerk to instruct Mr Walton and request that he supply before-and-after photos of each bench and outline the 
extent of work each bench required, with all work to be completed by end September. Agreed payment to be 
made on completion of all 16 benches. 

ii. In light of two recent offers to provide bulbs for planting, Cllr Chapman suggested that a specific area of green 
be allocated in which anyone can plant bulbs and place a small plaque. Difficulties of trip hazards and grass 
cutting were discussed. Agreed that the area from the bus stop eastwards be allocated for bulbs displaying in 
spring, followed by wild flowers (which could be cut after the wild flowers have seeded). Bulbs need to be 
purchased in September, and seeds would need planting in the Autumn.  

iii. Bollard replacement programme — Mr Wade has reported that he is five bollards short to complete the work 
identified as necessary. It was resolved to purchase ten more bollards, and to re-use one redundant one, with a 
budget heading shortfall met by underspend from reserves earmarked for bench refurbishment. 

12. Playground issues 
a. Inspection-related issues 

i. Cllr Chapman will complete the minor works in the next two weeks. 
ii. It was resolved to take no further action regarding the basket swing’s installation 
iii. It was noted that Cllr Chicken has acquired a suitable rake and will regularly rake the playchip 
iv. Information from Scotbark and from Playground Inspection Company regarding the recent batch of playchip was 

noted, however it was resolved to commission an independent opinion on the playchip, and action the Council 
could take, from an RPII-registered inspector. 

v. It was resolved, notwithstanding the above, to accept the offer from Scotbark of one bag of playchip free of 
charge. 

b. Byelaws — No responses had been received from initial informal consultation on draft new byelaws (with 
neighbours and Scouts and previous playground champions). Councillors agreed that the proposed byelaws as 
drafted are the right ones. It was resolved that Clerk prepare a detailed schedule of the steps involved and the 
documents and resolutions required in the process to introduce new byelaws, with a view to action being 
commenced in September. 

c. Other issues — Cllr Chicken suggested that the Parish Council could purchase some litter picking tools which it 
could loan to residents who offer to help keep the area tidy. It was resolved that Clerk enquire whether the County 
Councillors might fund this equipment.  

13. Councillors’ reports 
a. Reports from representatives to outside bodies, or from events: 

• Cllr Chicken reported that a £900 repair to the gable end of Scarth Hall has been completed. Time will tell 
whether this has cured the problem of water ingress. 

b. Reports from County Councillors 
No County Councillors were present. 

14. Confidential business 
It was resolved that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from 
the meeting to allow the consideration of professional and legal advice to the council.  
Cllr Reed declared an interest and left the meeting. 
It was resolved to note further correspondence received and to approve further drafted correspondence.  

 
Meeting closed: 20.51pm 
 


