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STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting held at Scarth Memorial Hall, Staindrop 

on Thursday 21 November 2019 at 7.15pm 
 

In attendance:  Cllr David Reed (Chair), Cllr Ed Chicken, Cllr Chris Allison, Cllr Darrel Chapman, Cllr Tony Smith 
   Cllr Marion Rodham, Cllr Roger Humphries and Cllr Ian Royston 
Absent:   Cllr Elaine Oliver 
Press:   Martin Paul from the Teesdale Mercury 
Clerk:   Judith Mashiter 
Public:   None 

1. Apologies and approval of absences 
As Cllr Oliver had submitted apologies due to health reasons, it was resolved to approve her absence. 

2. Declarations of interest 
None. 

3. Requests for dispensations 
No requests had been received. 

4. Minutes 
Draft Minutes had been circulated (211119-1).  
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held 17 October 2019 are an accurate record.  

5. Governance 
Paper 211119-2 had been circulated. 
With a revision to the draft Disciplinary Policy at paragraphs 16 and 22 to allow the sub-committee and the appeal panel 
members, respectively, to be drawn from the whole body of councillors and not just the Personnel Committee, it was 
resolved to adopt the Disciplinary Policy and the Grievance Policy as presented.  

6. Public participation — No public were present. 

7. Planning matters 
Paper 211119-3 had been circulated.  
a. It was resolved to note the Parish Council’s response to application DM/19/01499/LB (SPAR) considered prior to the 

meeting due to the response deadline. 
b. It was resolved to note Durham County Council’s approval of application DM/19/02954/FPA (Cleveland House). 
c. It was resolved to note a summary of planning applications since September 2018.   
d. Councillors understood that the recent consultation events held by Raby Estates on its developing plans had been 

very well attended. Councillors appreciated the briefing provided to them by Duncan Peake on 15 November. It was 
resolved to request that Raby Estates specifically provide for a pedestrian right of way from the proposed Winston 
Road housing development to the village in the interests of community cohesion and pedestrian safety, this being 
without prejudice to the Council’s response to a planning application. One resident had raised concerns about 
potential light pollution, however councillors believed that any new development would automatically be required to 
use low-polluting and down-pointing street lighting.  

8. Update about ongoing progress of resolutions and actions 
Paper 211119-4, an action log last updated 14 November, had been circulated and there was nothing further to add.  

9. Correspondence 
Paper 211119-5, a list of correspondence received had been circulated and was noted. Following discussion: 
• (item 8) — Cllr Reed and the Clerk will attend the planning applications training.  
• (item 23) — agreed that no nomination be made. 
• (item 27) — information to be passed to Cllr Chicken for research by the History Group and also to the Teesdale 

Mercury for a possible public appeal for help. 
• (item 28) — agreed that there is nothing the Parish Council can do other than urge residents to be wary, and to 

report any suspicious activity to either the police or trading standards team of Durham County Council.  
• (item 29) — Agreed that the Parish Council should share the cost of the Clerk attending the two-day SLCC 

Practitioners’ Conference in February 2020, the share being approx. £123. There is currently a balance of £19 in the 
Training and Development budget, however a budget of £240 was allocated for payroll services and none of this will 
be used and could be vired to Training and Development. 
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• (item 45) — there were differing views on the proposals however it was agreed not to submit a Parish Council 
response 

• (late item) — Agreed that the Council votes for Stephen Rickitt to be on NALC’s national Smaller Councils Forum. 

10. Finance 
Paper 211119-6 had been circulated. 
a. It was resolved to receive a report of receipts and payments from 1 to 31 October 2019 and a bank reconciliation at 

31 October 2019. 
b. It was resolved to authorise payments due as listed, with a donation of £17.00 to Royal British Legion (under Section 

137 powers) and with the additional payment (invoice recently received) of £63.00 to The Play Inspection Company 
and to agree a bank transfer of £1,000. 

11. Restoration of ornamental drinking fountain 
Two quotations have been received although they are not quite comparable in terms of the work included. Neither 
quotations include any interpretation board. The fountain will not be functional, although the original handle will be 
refitted. Agreed that Clerk ask Stone Technical Services to revise their quotation to include the paving, fitting the handle 
and making any minor repairs (eg cleaning) to the base and bowl. 
Requests for financial contributions have been positively received by Teesdale Action Partnership (TAP) (through County 
Councillors Richardson and Rowlandson) and by Lord Barnard, although no figures have been mentioned. Agreed that 
once a revised quotation for the work is received Clerk request a contribution of one third from each of TAP and Raby 
Estates, with the Parish Council contributing the remaining one-third of the cost. 

12. Village Greens and Environmental issues 
Paper 211119-7 had been circulated.  
a. Litter bins, seats and lighting columns — Thanks were expressed to Cllr Royston for his preparatory work for this 

item. Councillors were also appreciative of the positive response received following their meeting with Jackie 
Donnelly on 1 November. 
It was resolved that the Parish Council request that all existing bins are replaced, wherever possible, with 
freestanding bins of the design suggested by Durham County Council (Wybone LBV/9). Double bins, of similar 
design, should be sited outside SPAR and in Ruddock’s Wynd. 
It was resolved to request five additional bins as follows: one outside the Academy on Sudburn Avenue, one on 
Sudburn Avenue near the garages, one near the Hartley Close/Winston Road junction, one outside Grove House on 
North Green, and one on Moor Road, on the right near the bench seat. 
It was resolved to request two new seats as follows: one on South Green, facing the road, at the cross-over/diagonal 
paths, and one near the bin on South Green just west of The Shambles/Laurels. 
It was resolved that Clerk, when supplied with photographic evidence from Cllr Royston, will ask Durham County 
Council whether the works to replace lighting columns has been completed, as there are now a mixture of styles, 
with some considered inappropriate for the Conservation Area setting. 

b. Bollards — It was resolved that three of the five ‘spare’ bollards be used near Staindrop House Cllr Reed will advise 
Peter Wade of the work needed. 

c. Litter on Cow Pasture following football matches — It was resolved that a letter be sent to the football club 
reminding members of the need to collect, bag and take away all litter after each match. 

d. Other village green matters  
i. Agreed that a letter of appreciation be sent to CE & CM Walker Ltd for the quality of the grass cutting 

service provided this season. 
ii. Cllr Reed noted that street lighting outside The Deanery is obscured by vegetation. Agreed that this might 

be addressed by the tree work which Raby Estates have committed to undertake this winter. 

13. Playground issues 
Paper 211119-8 had been circulated.  
a. It was resolved to note the findings and recommendations of the operational report carried out on 8 November 2019 

but take no further action at this time.  
b. Cllr Allison reported on three fortnightly visual inspections he has carried out. On one occasion he unblocked drain 

holes in the roundabout base to release water which had collected, on another he located and replaced a missing 
cap on the Junior multi-play and on each occasion, he has picked litter.  

c. Other playground issues:  
i. Although the lock on the vehicular access gate is not operational it was agreed to leave as is on the 

grounds that a lock is not considered necessary but that it might provide some form of deterrent.  
ii. Agreed Clerk write to BT about vegetation from their property encroaching on the play area. 
iii. Three quotations had been received for trimming the hedge. It was resolved to accept the quotation from 

Joplings Tree Services, of £200, for cutting the hedge and removing all the debris. 
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14. Councillors’ reports 
a. Reports from representatives to outside bodies, or from events  
• Cllr Reed had attended the Teesdale Residents and Travellers Forum and reported that the major concern from 

2019 was the early arrival of travellers to stop-over site and efforts will be made to avoid this happening next year. 
• Cllr Chicken reported that Scarth Hall will be in use as a polling station on 12 December.  
b. Reports from County Councillors — No County Councillors were present. 

15. Parish Council website 
Agreed that the ‘useful links’ service should not be an integral part of the Parish Council’s website, as servicing this 
requires too much resource, however councillors provided details of when the mobile fish and chip van visited the village, 
as a resident had sought this information from the website. Clerk will update the website accordingly. 

16. Confidential business 
It was resolved that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from 
the meeting to allow the consideration of professional and legal advice to the council.  
It was resolved to note that further correspondence had been received and to approve further correspondence.  

 
Meeting closed: 20.39pm 
 


