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STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting held at Scarth Memorial Hall, Staindrop 

on Thursday 16 January 2020 at 7.15pm 
 

In attendance:  Cllr David Reed (Chair), Cllr Ed Chicken, Cllr Chris Allison, Cllr Roger Humphries, 
   Cllr Elaine Oliver and Cllr Ian Royston 
Absent:   Cllr Marion Rodham 
Press:   Martin Paul from the Teesdale Mercury 
Clerk:   Judith Mashiter 
Public:   3 local electors and 2 potential co-option candidates 

1. Apologies and approval of absences 
As Cllr Rodham had submitted apologies due to a Carnival Committee commitment, it was resolved to approve her 
absence. 

2. Resignation of Tony Smith 
It was resolved to note the resignation of Tony Smith, with effect from 21 December 2019, for health reasons, and to 
send a letter of thanks for his service. Clerk advised that the two Notices of Vacancy were on display, and the Parish 
Council will know after 24 January whether an election has been requested or it can move to the co-option procedure. 

3. Declarations of interest 
None. 

4. Requests for dispensations 
No requests had been received. 

5. Minutes 
Draft Minutes had been circulated (160120-1).  
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held 19 December 2019 are an accurate record.  

6. Governance 
Paper 160120-2 had been circulated. 
It was resolved to approve the Memorial Bench Requests policy as drafted, with the exception of changing ‘village’ to 
‘green’ at paragraph 4.  

7. Public participation 
Mrs Jill Smith (who confirmed she was happy to be named in the minutes) spoke about the proposed housing 
development on Winston Road. A group of approx. 40 residents had recently met (invitations were hand-delivered, 
mainly to properties close to Winston Road) and Mrs Smith reported that not one was in favour of the proposed 
development. Mrs Smith asked that the Parish Council give careful consideration to the impact of the proposed 
development on the whole village, citing a large influx of residents, traffic problems, loss of green field and effect on 
wildlife, and flooding as concerns. Mrs Smith queried whether housing demand was proven and suggested that any 
further housing development should be delayed until that approved south of Sudburn Avenue has tested the market and 
its impact been experienced. Mrs Smith suggested that justification for the development to support commercial gain at 
Raby Castle, at the expense of ruining the village and community, was unsound. 

8. Planning matters 
There were no new applications to consider or planning decisions to note. 

9. Update about ongoing progress of resolutions and actions 
Paper 160120-3, an action log last updated 9 January 2020, had been circulated and was further updated as follows: 
• Replacement of bollards — work to complete this is in hand. 
• Litter bins — Durham County Council will decide in early February whether/when the replacement of 24 bins will be 

carried out 
• Request for new bench seats — Durham County Council have asked for the supplier details for the existing benches 

so that new ones will match, or they will consult further with the Parish Council on style/colour/material. 
• Ornamental drinking fountain — three applications have been submitted, each for £3,750 as agreed previously. 

Raby Estates have confirmed their donation of £3,750 towards the restoration project.  
• Rats — Durham County Council provided information about bird feeders and rats, and six ‘rat rules’ to follow to 

reduce potential rat problems; agreed to ask Teesdale Mercury to highlight the advice provided. 
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10. Correspondence 
Paper 160120-4, a list of correspondence received had been circulated and was noted. No requests were made for 
further information. 
Letters seeking financial help had been received from Raby Castle Cricket Club and from St Mary’s Church. Agreed that 
these be considered at the February meeting. 

11. Finance 
Paper 160120-5 had been circulated. 
a. It was resolved to receive a report of receipts and payments from 1 to 31 December 2019 and a bank reconciliation 

at 31 December 2019. 
b. It was resolved to authorise payments due as listed, and a bank transfer of £1,000. 
c. It was resolved to receive a report of expenditure against budget for 2019/20 Quarter 3. 
d. It was resolved to approve the budget for 2020/21 as presented, requiring a precept of £17,313, resulting in an 

increase in the Band D property charge from £35.77 to £37.18 (3.95%).  

12. Village Greens and Environmental issues 
a. Moles at Coach Road Cemetery — Cllr Reed had submitted a complaint to Durham County Council, and following 

a delay for which they have apologised, he has been told that the matter will now be addressed.  
b. Other village green or environmental matters  —  

i. Cllr Allison reported that the pavement from approx. 26 South Green to the Wheatsheaf is full of leaves and 
is slippery. Clerk to report to Durham County Council.  

ii. Cllr Royston queried what the Parish Council can/should do about flagrant and frequent violation of the ‘no 
parking on the greens’ byelaw. Cllr Humphries advised that previously the Parish Council has placed polite 
‘reminder’ notices on car windscreens and that this had successfully addressed the problem. Referral to the 
police was an alternative to explore if this action was again tried but didn’t produce the desired result. 

iii. Cllr Royston has prepared a survey document to support the Parish Council’s challenge to Durham County 
Council over the inconsistency of lighting columns and the request for all lighting columns along the A688 
within the Conservation Area to be of the ‘heritage’ style. Agreed that the challenge and survey report now 
be submitted. 

13. Playground issues 
a. Cllr Allison reported that there were no concerns following his recent visual inspections.  
b. Other playground issues: — no matters were raised.  

14. Community Speedwatch 
It was reported that Tony Smith has volunteered to continue his role coordinating the Community Speedwatch activities, 
and therefore no further action is needed by the Parish Council.  

15. Personnel Committee 
Paper 160120-6 had been circulated. 
It was resolved to receive the draft minutes of the Personnel Committee meeting held 21 November 2019 and to accept 
its recommendation to adopt an Expenses Policy. 

16. Councillors’ reports 
a. Reports from representatives to outside bodies, or from events  

• Cllr Chicken reported that the Scarth Hall AGM will be held on 30 April, to which all are welcome and at which 
appointments will be made to the trustee board. 

• Cllr Chicken reported that on 1 January the Scarth Hall was opened for people to drop-in and socialise. The 
opportunity was well received and donations from it were taken by Cllr Allison to the Barnard Castle foodbank. 
Trustees are now considering whether the hall could be a permanent foodbank drop-off point.  

b. Reports from County Councillors — No County Councillors were present. 

17. Confidential business 
There was no confidential business to discuss.  

 
Meeting closed: 8.00pm 
 


