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Background 
The Parish Council has previously made financial contributions towards work, by other organisations, 
which benefits the parish, or residents of the parish and which is not directly controlled or administered 
by the Council.   

In 2018-19, the Parish Council contributed to local organisations as follows: 

Scarth Hall £900 
Staindrop Carnival £200 
Open Spaces Society £50 
Staindrop Wheatsheaf Football Club £450 
Staindrop Christmas Lights £200 
St Mary’s Church Flower Festival £100 
Staindrop Remembers £500 
Total £2,400 

 

In 2019-20, from a budget of £,1950 for contributions and support, to date the Parish Council has 
contributed to local organisations as follows: 

Staindrop Wheatsheaf Football Club £450 
Total £450 

The budget for 2019-20 also identifies a possible donation of £1,300 towards the costs of a defibrillator 
at Staindrop Primary School.  

The Parish Council has adopted a Grant Awarding Policy which sets out the criteria and application 
process for awarding grants to local organisations. 

 

Requests for financial support 

In January 2020 the Parish Council received two appeals for financial support: 

• Raby Castle Cricket Club – for the youth development programme.  

All Stars Cricket is an English Cricket Board programme aimed at providing boys and girls 
aged from five to eight with their first experience of cricket. The emphasis is on fun and 
enjoyment. In summer 2019, 41 children participated weekly. In 2020 the club will start 
Dynamo’s Cricket, a new programme for children aged 8 to 11 that will build on the All Stars 
programme and introduce six-aside matches. The Club also takes part in Durham Cricket’s 
Chance to Shine programme at Staindrop Primary School, involving 30 hours of contact time 
with a county cricket coach, practical lessons and teacher training. Junior teams for older 
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children have regular indoor and outdoor coaching sessions, providing a pathway to adult 
cricket. 

The club does its own fundraising through events and raffles but would welcome any donation 
which would be used to fund special items of training equipment and the cost of training 
volunteer coaches.  

The Club offers, in return, recognition of any support through all club literature and the twice-
yearly newsletters.  

 

• St Mary’s Church, Staindrop 

An Open Gardens event has regularly been held to attract visitors and raise money for the 
upkeep of the historic building. In 2020 this will take place on Sunday 28 June. The Scarth Hall 
has been booked, and keen gardeners will be encouraged to open their gardens to the public.  

Stallholders will be invited to sell goods from stalls on the village green – if the Parish Council 
gives permission for this.  

A leaflet will be produced to publicise the Open Gardens event and to list the participating 
gardens, with a map for their location. An appeal is made for a donation towards the cost of 
printing, such donation to be acknowledged on the leaflet. 

 

Recommendations 
1. Councillors consider the specific requests from Raby Castle Cricket Club and St Mary’s 

Church Open Gardens event for financial support.  
2. Councillors consider making any other contributions to support local organisations’ work in the 

financial year 2019-20.  
 
 


