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                              STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 

                                       MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING 
 

Joe Hodgson Room Thursday Time: 7.15 p.m. 
Scarth Hall         17th January 2019  
Staindrop   

Present: Councillors C Allison, D Chapman (in the Chair), E Chicken, R J Humphries, 
E Oliver, M Rodham, I Royston and A Smith. 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk. 

Judith Mashiter – Clerk Elect.   

Representative from Teesdale Mercury. 

Representatives from Staindrop Academy and Friends of Staindrop Primary School. 
 
 
120/18 APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

 

An apology for absence was received from Councillor D Reed who was on holiday. 
 
RESOLVED: 
That the apology for absence be accepted. 

121/18 DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 

There were no declarations of interest. 

122/18 ANY APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 

There were no applications for Dispensations. 

123/18 MINUTES AND ACTION POINTS 

(a) The minutes of the meetings held on 15th November and 13th December were 
confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

(b) A list outlining actions arising from issues determined at the November and 
December meetings was noted (for copy see file of minutes).  

 
124/18  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC 
 
The Parish Council considered a request from the Chair of The Friends of Staindrop 
Primary School about a proposal for the provision of a defibrillator at, or in the vicinity of, 
the primary school which The Friends were investigating. It was thought that the cost 
would be in the order of £2.5K, but there was concern about additional training costs. A 
discussion ensued about the costs and potential grant sources for a defibrillator as well as 
the training which had been provided free of charge by the North East Ambulance Service 
in relation to the defibrillator at Scarth Hall. Grants had also been available for that 
defibrillator from the Teesdale Action Partnership and from the Friends of Richardson 
Hospital. The Clerk advised there was some funding in the Parish Council budget towards 
another defibrillator, although the Parish Council was looking at the possibility of 
equipment at the west end of the village. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Friends of the Primary School seek more detailed costings and consult further 
with the Parish Council in due course, should an application for a donation from the 
Parish Council be sought. 
 



 

 
 

Page 2 of 5                                      210219-1 DRAFT minutes 170119 

125/18  PROPOSED GYM AT STAINDROP ACADEMY 
 
The Council received a presentation from Mr C Hughes from Staindrop Academy (who 
agreed to being named in the Minutes) to update the Council on progress with the 
proposed gymnasium at the Academy. 
 
It was reported that a business case had now been developed and a plan of the layout 
of the gym was circulated. Teesdale Action Partnership was particularly interested in 
supporting the scheme and it was hoped that substantial source of the funding, which 
was estimated at £40K had already been identified. Details of the proposed opening 
times were also discussed, some of which were dependent upon staff and volunteer 
availability.  
 
Mr Hughes was advised that a sum had been included in the Parish Council’s budget 
for the coming year for a donation towards the scheme. It was suggested that the most 
important next step was to constitute a Board to oversee the project, set up bank 
accounts etc. The Parish Council had already nominated Councillor Chicken to be its 
representative on any such body. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That progress towards the scheme be welcomed and Mr Hughes be asked to continue 
to update the Council and invite Councillor Chicken to any relevant meetings in 
connection with the managing body as the scheme progresses. 
 
126/18 REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 

 

There was nothing to report. 
 
127/18  VILLAGE GREEN AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

The following matters were considered: 

(a) Traffic and Pedestrian Crossing Issues 

The Clerk advised that an Engineer with Durham County Council, Mr Battensby, was in 
attendance to discuss the Parish Council’s previous request about the criteria for 
pedestrian crossings.  

The Council was provided with an outline of how the criteria in relation to installation of 
pedestrian crossings was applied and given details of these in relation to the crossing at 
Glaxo which was in excess of the standards set by the County Council, whereas those for 
Staindrop fell well short of the criteria. The Council was advised that there was no capital 
budget for pedestrian crossings. In relation to a question about 20 mph speed limits linked 
to schools and the possibility of such limits on the A688 in Staindrop, the Council was 
advised that there had been a county-wide scheme for the installation of 20 mph limits 
outside schools across the County, but again, the criteria were unlikely to have been met 
for Staindrop. The countywide scheme, which had been NHS funded was now at an end, 
although the policy and criteria remained.  

Reference was made to the issues linked to resurfacing of the A688 in Staindrop in 2018 
which had been notified at a late stage to local people and the Parish Council and which 
were subsequently abandoned when the Parish Council was advised by the County that it 
was felt that resurfacing was no longer necessary at present but that it would need to be 
considered at some point in the future. The Clerk agreed to supply the details of the 
officer(s) dealing with this, so information could be sought as to whether any such works 
were programmed in Staindrop in the future. 

RESOLVED: 
 
That the information provided by the officer be noted. 
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(b) Bollards 
 
The Clerk reported that he had been advised by the Chairman that the contractor used by 
the Council had hoped to begin works on the installation of bollards on the green opposite 
the Wheatsheaf Pub at the end of November, but the works had not yet commenced.  

RESOLVED: 

That the Clerk ask the contractor when the works are likely to begin. 
 
128/18 PLAYGROUND 

(a) Maintenance 

The Clerk referred to the need to consider any maintenance issues linked to the 
playground. Although the Parish Council responded to matters identified in the 
monthly safety reports which highlighted any issues, it was suggested that 
consideration now be given to implementing a regular maintenance regime. The Clerk 
would attempt to obtain estimates from providers, including the Council’s inspection 
companies and the Council’s local contractor for consideration at a future meeting. 

RESOLVED: 

That the Clerk be instructed to obtain costs. 

(b) Eco-Mulch 
 

The Clerk advised that, in line with the approval previously given by the Council, he would 
place an order with the contractors used by Kompan for a supply of eco-mulch to make 
good the levels in the play pit. It would be necessary to calculate the amount required. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That an order be placed for the eco-mulch. 
 
(c) Bylaws 
 
The Clerk advised that he was still researching the introduction of new Bylaws for the 
playground and hoped that a report could be brought to the next meeting of the Council 
for consideration. 
 
129/18  BUDGET AND OUTTURN FOR 2018-19 AND TO DETERMINE 
RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL FOR THE 2019-20 BUDGET AND PRECEPT 
 
The Committee considered a report of the Clerk about the Budget and Outturn for 2018-
19 and draft budget/precept request for 2019-20 (for copy see file). 
 
The Clerk referred to a typographical error in the report and asked that it be amended to 
replace “Eldon” with “Staindrop”. 
 
The Clerk reported that, as part of the deliberations of the Finance Committee, linked to 
the budget, the position regarding the litter contract had been considered. This resulted 
from a discussion at a previous meeting of the Parish Council when the Chairman had 
reported a request from the contractor asking for a supply of bin bags. The Clerk had 
advised that current contract included items such as consumables. The Committee was 
now recommending that the contract be amended from £60 to £65 per month from April 
1st 2019 for one year to accommodate the request, then to be re-let through competition 
for 2020-21. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
1. That the amended litter contract and proposals for re-letting the contract be approved. 
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2. That the suggested draft budget of £31,440 shown in the report (of which £14,500 was 
to be funded from reserves) leaving a balance of £16,940, less projected income and 
rounded up to £16,780 be approved as the budget and precept sum for 2019-20. This 
sum, divided by the tax base of 469.1 would result in a Band D Tax Rate of £35.77, a 
decrease of £0.15p per annum from the Tax Rate for the existing year.   

3. The official precept request form be completed and signed for onward transmission to 
the County Council. 

 
130/18 CDALC AND DURHAM COUNTY COUNCIL DRAFT CHARTER 
CONSULTATION 
 
The Council considered a report of the Clerk (for copy see file of Minutes) about a 
consultation on the final draft of the Charter between Parish Councils and Durham County 
Council. 
 
Despite previous representations from the Parish Council to County Council planners and 
also to CDALC about the need for local councils to be consulted at the pre-application 
stage of planning applications, the draft Charter only contained a proposal that, in the 
case of larger developments, applicants would be encouraged to consult with local 
councils. Members referred to the recent application for a large housing development at 
the west end of the village, when the developer had advised that he had not been 
encouraged to consult with the Parish Council at the pre-application stage. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
1. That representations be made to CDALC in relation to this matter and the County 

Council be asked to comment on the veracity of its statement concerning applicants of 
large developments being encouraged to consult with Parish Councils at an early 
stage, when clearly this did not happen in the case of a recent residential 
development application in Staindrop. 

2. That the County Council itself should notify Parish Councils at the pre-application 
stage for larger or contentious developments rather than developers being asked to 
do so voluntarily. 

 
131/18  CORRESPONDENCE 

The following correspondence was considered: 
 

(a) List of emails from CDALC (for copy see file) including reference to Section 137 sum 
of £8.12 for 2019-20. 

(b) Email from BT about proposed repairs and cleaning of telephone box near Spar Shop. 
(c) Letter from former tenant of Goosepool. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
1. That the correspondence be noted 
2. That, in relation to Goosepool, the Council write to the new tenant advising him of the 

position regarding the annual rental fee. 
 
132/18  DATA PROTECTION ACT 2018 
 
The Council considered a report of the Clerk about a proposed Data Protection Act Policy 
(for copy see file of Minutes). 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Data Protection Act Policy be adopted. 
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133/18  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

The Council considered planning application No. DM/18/03649/AD in connection with a 
proposed advertising sign at 1 Duke Street, Staindrop. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That no objections be raised to the proposal. 
 
134/18  MEMBER ALLOWANCES 
 
The Council considered a report of the Clerk about Member Allowances (for copy see file 
of Minutes). 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the report be noted. 
 
135/18  TO REPORT ON ANY ISSUES DEALT WITH DURING THE DECEMBER 
RECESS 
 
There was nothing to report, 
 
136/18  INCOME AND ACCOUNTS 

The following was reported to and authorised by the Council: 
 
DECEMBER 2018 
 
Income  
 
Interest        £5.59 
 
Expenditure 
 
G Stockton  Litter collection (Dec)    £60.00 
T Bolton  Clerk's Salary, etc. (Dec)   £441.02 
I Royston  Replacement Perspex (Noticeboard)  £24.55 inc. VAT 
HMRC  PAYE 3rd Quarter    £299.20 
 
JANUARY 2019  
 
Income 
 
NIL 
 
Expenditure 
 
G Stockton   Litter collection (Jan)   £60.00 
T Bolton   Clerk's Salary, etc. (Jan)  £530.41 
Park Lane Playgrounds Safety Inspection (Jan)   £42.00 inc. VAT 
Durham County Council Binding of Minutes   £325.00 inc. VAT 
Open Spaces   Annual Subscription   £45.00  
Information Commissioner Annual Registration Fee  £40.00 
 
137/18  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 
Reference was made to the display in the former Chip-n-Dale shop window. It was 
unknown whether this could be prohibited. 
 
138/18  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next scheduled meeting of the Parish Council is on Thursday 21st February 2019. 


