
Page 1 of 1                                               210219-6 Village Greens and Environmental issues 

 
 

STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Village Greens and Environmental Issues 
 
 

Author  Clerk 
Meeting date 21 February 2019 

 
 

1. Use of Village Green for Annual Carnival and Other Events 
 

 
Members will recall that 2018 saw the first full year’s use of the village green for activities other 
than the annual carnival. A number of other events consistent with use of the green were held, 
including car boot fairs (the last one was in November 2018). 
The Carnival Secretary (Tony Smith) has written to the Parish Council to thank the Council for its 
support and has advised that the car boot sales have been very well received by villagers and 
additionally, have become very popular with a wider range of visitors in attendance. Over £500 
has been raised for carnival funds, as well as village groups being able to have pitches free of 
charge to help with their own fundraising activities.  
The Carnival Committee would very much like to continue to hold further car boot sales in 2019 
— in May, August and November, with a Farmers’ and Christmas Market in December. This is in 
addition to the Annual Carnival which this year will be held on 13th and 14th July. 

 
 

2. Notice of removal of telephone kiosk on North Green 
 

Councillors will be aware of two overlapping issues relating to the telephone kiosk on North 
Green.  
Following a request from the Parish Council in early 2018, and a delay of over a year, the 
telephone kiosk was cleaned, and glass replaced on 16 January 2019. 
BT has also advised that a 90-day consultation period over the removal of the telephone kiosk 
has begun. Such consultations are handled by Durham County Council’s planning department 
and a notice was been placed in the kiosk on 24 January inviting comments within 42 days.  
The Parish Council has subsequently received notice from Durham County Council explaining 
that an assessment found that the payphone has received very low or now use in the last twelve 
month and therefore BT are proposing to permanently remove the telephone service and kiosk 
and inviting any objections or comments to be submitted by 7 March 2019. 
BT offers to Parish Councils and registered charities the facility to adopt a kiosk, taking 
ownership of the kiosk for just £1 thereby protecting the heritage of the community. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
1. The role of the Parish Council in relation to the registered village greens is that of custodian (i.e. 

in relation to the Bylaws and other statutory protections). The Parish Council has previously 
determined that it has no objections in relation to the above events in relation to its role, subject 
to there being appropriate insurance in place, health and safety practices being adhered to, and 
any damage to the greens being remedied after the event(s). In the circumstances, it is 
RECOMMENDED that no objections be raised to the Carnival Committee holding car boot sales 
in May, August and November 2019, and a Farmers’ and Christmas Market in December 2019, 
subject to the requirements set out above. 

2. That councillors consider whether to submit any objection or comment in relation to the proposed 
removal of the telephone service and kiosk on North Green and that the Council decides whether 
to take ownership of the kiosk for £1 if the telephone service is removed.  

 
 


