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1. Play pit safety surfacing 
 

Playground safety inspections since Phase 2 of the Playground was installed have from time to 
time contained reports in relation to the levels of the play chip within the play pit in which the 
multi-tower and slide and the mesh climbing apparatus sit. There have sometimes been 
conflicting reports about the levels between the two companies which the Parish Council uses for 
its safety inspections. However, immediately post installation of Phase 2, the Council’s own 
adviser in relation to the contract felt that the levels met specification. 
The levels of play chip in the play pit were one of the issues discussed with a senior playground 
officer from Durham County Council when members met on site to discuss various issues related 
to the playground at the end of 2017. At that time the view of the officer was that the standard 
requirement of 300mm depth in the play pit was satisfied. 
Since the end of 2017 there has been some settlement of the play chip and Clerk Tom Bolton 
reported to the Parish Council about this matter in September 2018 when authority was given for 
the amount of play chip required to be calculated and an order placed. Calculations show that the 
enclosed play pit area is 193m2. To increase the depth of the play chip by 50mm would require 
approximately 10 x 1m3 bags of play chip. If the depth was to be increased by 100mmm then 20 
x 1m3 bags would be required. 

There are a number of suppliers of play chip. For use in play areas, the product needs to comply 
with BS EN 1177 and/or BS 7188. The playgrounds officer during the last inspection provided 
information about a supplier based in Northumberland which has previously supplied projects in 
County Durham – Keilder Forest Products Ltd. Their play chip product is priced at £40 per m3 
plus VAT. There is a minimum order of 4m3 and volumes of above 20m3 would be delivered on a 
4-wheeled wagon. An order of 10m3 would be £400 plus VAT, plus £200 delivery; 20m3 would 
cost £800 plus VAT, plus £200 delivery.  

The existing play chip in the playground, provided via Kompan (Scotland) Ltd during Phase 2 of 
the playground, was sourced from Scotbark (UK). The price of 1m3 of play chip conforming with 
the above British Standards is £91 inclusive of delivery with a moffet forklift, which would mean 
that an order of 10m3 would be £910 and 20m3  would be £1,820 plus VAT. If a minimum order of 
20m3 was placed, an alternative method of delivery could be used, with the play bark piped along 
Stangarth Lane using an express blower truck. This could be parked on the highway outside 
Scarth Hall and the play chip piped through a 120m long hose using a pneumatic blower directly 
into the playground play pit. The cost of using this method of delivery is more expensive 
however, and would cost £128.50 per m3 plus VAT = £2,750.   

As mentioned above a key factor in ordering the play chip is that of access to the playground for 
delivery, given the narrowness of Stangarth Lane. The basic Kompan costs are more than 
double of those Keilder Forest Products but delivery onto the play area is possible using either a 
forklift truck or from a blower truck.  

At the last meeting of the Parish Council, members expressed a preference for an order of the 
same material as supplied by Scotbark (UK). Whilst the product is undoubtedly more expensive, 
the methods of getting it onto the site appear easier. 
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2. Playground maintenance 

 
The Council will be aware of recent issues in the playground linked to both vandalism and wear 
and tear. The Parish Council receives monthly safety inspection reports which highlight any 
issues which need attention. Following the recent vandalism, replacement parts have been 
ordered and fitted. Although items recently highlighted on reports have primarily been assessed 
as low risk, it would be prudent, particularly in the light of increasing use of the playground during 
the coming Spring and Summer, to carry out some tidying up and general maintenance of the 
playground to address any outstanding minor issues. 
At the previous meeting an authority was given for maintenance issues to be investigated in 
consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman. The company which carries out eight of the 
twelve safety inspections in the playground (Park Lane Playgrounds) carries out work of this 
nature. Enquiries with the County Council playground officer revealed that there is likely to be 
only one other possible contractor whose main area of expertise is groundworks. 

A quotation has been obtained from Park Lane Playgrounds to carry out the required 
maintenance, which would include: repairing and securing the damaged grass mat surface and 
tightening fixings; soiling over concrete foundations and removing graffiti; securing the grass mat 
surface around the multi-spinner, lifting to re-soil and re-laying the safety mats; tightening the 
support legs of the basket swing, fixing hangers correctly, re-fitting the seat and removing the 
eco-chips trodden into the safety mats; tightening all loose fixings on the multi-unit and tightening 
a loose eyebolt on the corkscrew playnet and removing fungus; re-greasing swings etc.  

Consultations have been undertaken by Clerk Tom Bolton with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman 
who are agreeable to the works being carried out by Park Lane Playgrounds at a cost of £705 
plus VAT. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
1. That councillors decide, based upon the above information: 

• The amount of top-up play chip to be ordered; 
• The supplier; and 
• The method of delivery. 

2. As Park Lane Playgrounds already carries out work on behalf of the Parish Council and provides 
a specialist service it is RECOMMENDED that Park Lane Playgrounds be asked to carry out the 
required maintenance as detailed above.   

 
 

 
 


