
STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Finance Committee 
 

18th January 2018 
 

Budget and Precept 2018-19 
 

REPORT OF CLERK 
 
INTRODUCTION 
  
1. The Parish Council needs to determine its budget and precept for 2018-19. The budget for 2017-
18 is £16,599. This consists of £565 Local Council Tax Reduction Support Scheme (LCTRS) Grant 
passported to the Parish Council by Durham County Council from the funding it receives from 
Government and £16,034 precept levied by the Parish Council.  
 
PROPOSED ARRANGEMENTS 
  
2. There will be a significant reduction in the LCTRS grant in 2018-19. This is because the County 
Council is assuming that the LCTRS grant element from Government, which is not now separately 
identifiable within the County Council’s overall settlement figure continues to be reduced 
proportionately in line with the diminished overall settlement.  
 
3. The LCTRS grant provided by the County Council to Staindrop Parish Council for 2018-19 will 
now be £131.00, a reduction of £434 from the current year’s grant. Although the reduction is 
proportionately large, there has been an increase of 12.7 Band D properties in the tax base of the 
Parish for the next financial year. The net result is that the Parish Council will be £18.50 better off 
assuming a standstill budget.  
 
4. If members wished to maintain a standstill budget there would be no need for an increase in the 
precept for 2018-19. However, it would be prudent to note that there are a number of factors which 
are likely to increase demands upon the Council’s forthcoming budget, including the cost of website 
hosting, pay increases, and new commitments, including meeting the requirements of the new 
General Data Protection Regulations which come into force in May 2018. Members are reminded 
that the LCTRS grant passported to the Parish Council will generally still continue to fall year on 
year over the coming years and in a worst case scenario could be withdrawn altogether. Other 
factors to take into account in determining the 2018-19 budget include the cost of inflation 
(approximately 3% in recent months) and potential rises in other precepting authorities (the Police, 
Victim and Crime Commissioner has recently announced proposals for a 7.09% increase in Council 
Tax in 2018-19). A schedule setting out the financial position and possible budget for 2018-19 is 
attached.  
 
5. Members should note that, in setting the budget and precept for 2018-19, it is not believed that 
any capping will be introduced, but this may not be the case in future years.  
 
6. In submitting its precept request to the County Council, the Parish Council will need to request 
only that sum required, once the LCTRS grant has been subtracted from the overall budget figure.  

 
FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 
  
7. The Finance Committee will need to consider the detailed financial report; determine the budget 
and make a recommendation about the precept to the Parish Council which follows this meeting.  
 
 
Tom Bolton  
Clerk to Staindrop Parish Council  
12th January 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BUDGET AND ESTIMATED EXPENDITURE 2017-18 AND POSSIBLE BUDGET   F  O R      2018-19 

 
No. Item Budget  

2017-2018  
£ 

Expenditure 
2017-18 
Estimated £ 

Suggested
Budget £ 
2018-2019 
£ 
£ 

1 Grass-cutting greens 1900 2070 2070 

2 Subs to Local Councils Association & LCR 
Magazine 

180 183 200 

3 Collection of Litter in Village 650 650 780 

4 Information Commissioner Reg. Fee 35 35 35 

5 Painting/replacement of seats/installation 150 664 150 

6 Playground Rental (Raby) 30 30 30 

7 Donation to Scarth Hall 900 900  900 

8 Other Donations  400 5443 400 

9 Tree Maintenance (two trees – 
remainder discretionary and on 
non-liability basis) 

200 140 200 

10 Poppy Wreath 25 20 25 

11 Audit Fee 240 240 300 

12 Teesdale Consultants (Clerk’s Salary/Tax) 190 240 240 

13 Bollards – purchase, installation or repair 300 2000 1250 

14 

 
Village Environmental Scheme (footpaths) 1000 NIL 8500*** 

15 Insurance (Aviva via Came & Co Ltd.) 550 530 530 

16 Subscription – Open Spaces 50 45 50 

17 Playground – Inspections/maintenance 1800 3090 1000 

18 Clerk’s Salary/expenses 4939 4952 5050 

19 Clerk’s Salary - PAYE 1185 1197 1220 

20 Postages, stationery etc. 450 808 500 

21 Contingency: General Purposes. 500 NIL 250 

22 Training 125 50 100 

23 Election costs – DCC 500 NIL 250 

24 Parish Notice Board 50 NIL NIL 

25 Defibrillator 50 NIL 50 

26 Website 150 578 
 

580 

27 Playground Phase 2 procurement support 500** 500** 
 

NIL 

28 Playground Phase 2 Equipment/Installation 35,000** 39,500** 
 

NIL 

29 Playground Donation from Parish Council 2,500** 2,500** 
 

NIL 
 30 

 
Internal Audit Fee 
 

NIL 150 
 

150 
 31 

 
Data Protection Officer (Shared Costs?) 
 

NIL NIL 500 

32 
 

Western Gateway 
 

50 
 

NIL 
 

NIL 
 33 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Total 
 
 
 
 
 
 

£54,599** £66515** 
* 

£25310*** 
  

 

** Funded from project monies already held, or donations – all one-off payments. Actual projected budget 
expenditure for 2017-18 after deduction of this project expenditure = £16,599 

 

***Funded from existing reserves. Actual proposed budget expenditure for 2018-19 after deduction of £8,500 = 
£16,810 

 

Budget and Estimates – Commentary 
 

 Row 1 Grasscutting – The increased expenditure reflects a new 3 year fixed price contract with Walkers.  

 Row 3 Litter Collection – The revised figure reflects a proposed new 3 year contract with the current 

contractor. 

 Row 5 Benches  – The increased expenditure in 2017-18 relates to a memorial bench and cost of 

installation. The cost of the bench was paid by the donor. VAT and installation by the Parish Council. 

  



 

 

 Row 8 Other Donations – A large one-off donation of £4,493 was made during the year towards 

the Christmas Lights. A donation of £300 towards Staindrop Football Club Changing Facilities and a 

donation to Staindrop History Society account for the rest. A separate donation towards the 

playground is reflected in Row 29 

 Row 13 Bollards – This reflects the proposed purchase of new bollards to replace wooden 

bollards. 

 Row 14 Village Environment Scheme – There was no expenditure in 2017-18 and no response from DCC 

about timescales for footpath improvements/maintenance. A contribution of £8,500 as previously agreed 

from reserves is identified in 2018-19 budget. 

 Row 17 Playground – The increase in expenditure in 2017-18 reflects the proposed works on the 
fencing/gates alongside Stangarth Lane and internally. 

 Row 18 and 19 Clerk’s Salary and PAYE – The suggested increase in 2018-19 reflects an anticipated  

2% local government pay award. 

 Row 20 Postage/Stationery – Costs for general stationery fell. The increased spend in 2017-18 

reflected the cost of a new laptop and software which was funded by a £550 grant from the 

Government Transparency Fund. The suggested level for 2018-19 includes possible provision for 

increased data protection. 

 Row 23 Election Costs - No election fees were payable to DCC in the current year (elections in May 

2017), but it is always prudent to allow for potential costs, both annually in respect of vacancies where 

local electors request an  election, and also to build up funds for costs in normal election years. 

 Row 26 Website – Free hosting of the Parish Council website by DCC ended on 31
st

 March 2017 and 

the Parish Council agreed to use a DCC designed website during the current financial year. This cost 

£587 including support, although a claim for just under £500 from the Transparency Grant Fund is 

likely to offset year one costs. Apart from some initial teething problems, the website has been 

relatively problem free in the first year. 

 Rows 28 and 29 – Playground Phase 2. The outturn sum represents the actual cost of the works 

including VAT. 

 Row 30 – This sum assumes that there may be a need to appoint an internal auditor on a paid   

ongoing basis. 

 Row 31 – The full impact of the General Data Protections Regulations which come into force in May 

2018 is uncertain, but it appears likely the Parish Council may need to appoint an external Data 

Protection Officer (possibly on a shared basis with groups of other local councils) 

 

 

 

 

 
Possible Budget for 2018-19 (as per 3

rd
 expenditure column above) =       £16,810 

 

Less £131 LCTRS Grant from DCC 
 

= £16,679 Precept 
 

£16,679 divided by 462.7 Tax Base for Staindrop for 2018-19 
 

= £36.05 Band D Tax Rate (increase of £0.42 per annum from current yearly rate of £35.63) 

 


