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REPORT OF CLERK 

 
INTRODUCTION 
  
1. The Parish Council needs to determine its budget and precept for 2019-20. The budget for the 
current year, 2018-19, is £16,750. This consists of £131 Local Council Tax Reduction Support 
Scheme (LCTRS) Grant passported to the Parish Council by Durham County Council from the 
funding it receives from Government and £16,619 precept levied by the Parish Council.  
 
PROPOSED ARRANGEMENTS 
  
2. The LCTRS grant in 2019-20 will reduce to zero. This is because the County Council is assuming 
that the LCTRS grant element from Government, which is not now separately identifiable within the 
County Council’s overall settlement figure, continues to be reduced proportionately in line with the 
diminished overall settlement.  
 
3. Although the changes to LCTRS will reduce income by £131, there has been an increase of 6.4 
Band D properties in the tax base of the Parish for the next financial year. The net result is that the 
Parish Council will be £98.89 better off in 2019-20 assuming a standstill budget.  
 
4. If members wished to maintain a standstill budget there would be no need for an increase in the 
precept for 2019-20. However, it would be prudent to note that there are a number of factors which 
are likely to raise demands upon the Council’s forthcoming budget, including the cost of a pay 
increase for the Clerk; a possible increase in the cost of the litter collection contract (subject to a 
separate report to the Finance Committee); an increase in the cost of insurance; and maintenance 
costs for the playground. The provision (£500) of a possible Data Protection Officer as a result of the 
General Data Protection Regulations 2018 did not materialise as the Government removed the 
mandatory requirement on certain Parish Councils for this requirement. There was an increase in 
donations in 2018-19 with grants to the football club and for the Eldon Remembers Event and the 
Parish Council has indicated that it may be prepared to provide a grant towards a gym for 
community use at Staindrop Academy in 2019-20 so provision has been made for this in the budget, 
although this could be funded from reserves.  Other factors to take into account in determining the 
2019-20 budget include the cost of inflation (approximately 2.5% in recent months) and potential 
rises in other precepting authorities. The recent relaxations in caps on other authorities means that 
larger rises in tax demands are likely in the coming financial year.  A schedule setting out the Parish 
Council’s financial position and possible budget for 2019-20 is attached.  
 
5. Members should note that, in setting the budget and precept for 2019-20 it is not believed that 
any capping will be introduced, but this may not be the case in future years. The Government has, 
however, issued a challenge to Parish Councils to demonstrate restraint when setting precept 
increases that are not a direct result of taking on additional responsibilities.   
 
6. In submitting its precept request to the County Council, the Parish Council would usually need to 
request only that sum required, once any LCTRS grant has been subtracted from the overall budget 
figure, although, given that LCTRS has now fallen to zero, that is not now relevant.  

 
FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 
  
7. The Finance Committee will need to consider the detailed financial report; determine the budget 
and make a recommendation about the precept to the Parish Council which follows this meeting.  
 
Tom Bolton  
Clerk to Staindrop Parish Council  
10th January 2019 

 

 



 

BUDGET AND ESTIMATED EXPENDITURE 2018-19 AND POSSIBLE BUDGET   2019-20 
 

EXPENDITURE 
 

No. Item Budget 
2018-2019 
£ 

Expenditure 
2018-2019 
Estimated £ 

Budget 2019-
2020 
£ 

1 Grass-cutting greens 2070 1656 2000 

2 Subs to Local Councils Association & LCR 
Magazine 

200 185 200 

3 Collection of Litter in Village 720 720 780 

4 Information Commissioner Reg. Fee 35 40 40 

5 Painting/replacement of seats/installation 150 NIL 4000**** 

6 Playground Rental (Raby) 30 30 30 

7 Donation to Scarth Hall 900 900  950 

8 Other Donations  400 1500 1000 

9 Tree Maintenance  200 35 200 

10 Poppy Wreath 25 17 25 

11 Audit Fee 300 360 NIL 

12 Teesdale Consultants (Clerk’s Salary/Tax) 240 240 240 

13 Bollards – purchase, installation or repair 1250 2000 2000**** 

14 

 
Expenses in connection with North Green 
Footpaths 

8500* NIL 8500**** 

15 Insurance (Aviva via Came & Co Ltd.) 530 530 550 

16 Subscription – Open Spaces 50 45 50 

17 Playground – Inspections/maintenance 1000 2547 1150 

18 Clerk’s Salary/expenses (inc. mileage) 5050 4900 5000 

19 Clerk’s Salary - PAYE 1220 1200 1275 

20 Postages, stationery etc. 500 550 600 

21 Contingency 250 NIL NIL 

22 Training 100 NIL 100 

23 Election costs – DCC 250 NIL 250 

24 Parish Notice Board NIL 25 50 

25 Defibrillator 50 NIL 1300 

26 Website 580 700 
 

700 

27 
 

Internal Audit Fee 
 

150 
 

150 
 

150 
 28 

 
Data Protection Officer (Shared Costs?) 
 

500 NIL NIL 

29 Data Protection - Cybersecurity 
 

NIL 
 

NIL 
 

200 
 30 

 
Western Gateway 
 

NIL 
 

NIL 
 

100 
      

     

31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Total 
 
 
 
 
 
 

£16,750** 
 

£18,168*** 
* 

£31440***** 
      

 

 

* Funded from reserves 2017-18 

**After funding from reserves of £8500 deducted.  

***Overspend of £1418 against budget – see commentary below 

**** Funded from existing reserves 

*****Before funding from reserves is deducted – figure after reserve funding deducted = £16,940 
 

Budget and Estimates – Commentary 
 

 Row 1 Grasscutting – Expenditure decreased with less cuts due to the hot Summer.  

 Row 3 Litter Collection – The revised figure reflects a proposed new contract with the current 

contractor to include additional provision for consumables. 

 Row 5 Benches  – The increased expenditure in 2017-18 relates to a programme of replacement of 

some of the existing benches which are in a poor condition as agreed by the Council last May. 



 

 Row 7 Scarth Hall Donation – It is suggested the donation to Scarth Hall be increased by £50 in 2019-20 

 Row 8 Other Donations – There were additional donations during 2018-19 to Staindrop Flower Festival, 

Staindrop Wheatsheaf Football Club and the Eldon Remembers Event over and above the usual donations. 

Provision has been included in 2019-20 for a possible grant towards Staindrop Academy Gym. 

 Row 11 Audit Fee – The Parish Council had to pay an external auditor fee in 2018-19 because of the level 

of expenditure in the 2017-18 accounts which exceeded £25,000. The Council will not have be subject to 

external audit (unless it so decides) in relation to the 2018-19 accounts. 

 Row 13 Bollards – This increase in 2018-19 reflects the purchase of new bollards to replace wooden 

bollards. A similar sum of £2000 is provided for in 2019-20 in line with the decision of the Council in May 

2018. 

 Row 14 North Green Footpaths – There was no expenditure in 2018-19 and no response from DCC about 

resolving maintenance liabilities. A contribution of £8,500 as previously agreed from reserves continues to be 

identified in 2019-20. 

 Row 17 Playground – The increase in expenditure in 2018-19 reflects the additional expenditure for the new 
fencing/gates alongside Stangarth Lane and internally. 

 Row 18 and 19 Clerk’s Salary and PAYE – The suggested increase in 2018-19 reflected the anticipated  

2% local government pay award. There will be a further pay award from 1
st

 April 2019 and this, together 

with increased mileage costs for the new Clerk is reflected in the 2019-20 budget. 

 Row 20 Postage/Stationery – Costs for general stationery fell. The increased spend in 2018-19 reflected 

the cost of Publications and the advert for the new Clerk. 

 Row 25 Defibrillator – There have been discussions about provision of another defibrillator in Staindrop 

and the budget for 2019-20 includes a sum of £300 in respect of this. 

 Row 26 Website – Hosting of the Parish Council website is undertaken by DCC, the website has been 

relatively problem free. 

 Row 28 Data Protection Officer – The under-spend on a data protection officer arose because of a last 

minute change by the Government during the progress of the Data Protection Act and Regulations which 

meant there was no longer a mandatory requirement on Parish Council to appoint a data protection 

officer. 

 Row 29 Cybersecurity – This provision reflects the costs for appropriate encryption software and a 

possible VPN to protect data held digitally by the Council. 

 Row 30 Western Gateway – Provision in 2019-20 budget is for maintenance of the western gateway. 

 

Income 

Anticipated excess income (after precept and grant) in 2018-19 (rent, interest VAT refund) - 

£2226 – add to reserves 

Projected income in 2019-20 after precept and grant - £162 

 

 

 

 

 
Possible Budget for 2019-20 (as per 3

rd
 expenditure column above)        £16,940 

 

Less projected income before precept £162  

    
 

= £16,778 Precept 
 

Round up to £16,780 and divide by 469.1 Tax Base for Staindrop for 2019-20 
 

= £35.77 Band D Tax Rate (decrease of £0.15 per annum from current yearly rate of £35.92) 

 


