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STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING 
 

Upper Committee Room Thursday   Time:  7.15 p.m. 
Scarth Memorial Village Hall       21st May 2015 
Staindrop 
 
Present:  
 

Councillors D Chapman, E Chicken, A Guy, R J Humphries, D Kinch, D Reed and A 
Smith. 
 
Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 
Representative from Teesdale Mercury 
 
 
1/15  ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN FOR THE 2015/16 MUNICIPAL YEAR 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That Councillor D H Reed be elected as Chairman of the Parish Council for the 
2015/16 Municipal Year. 
 
Councillor Reed then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
 
                           Councillor David Reed in the Chair 
 
2/15  ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN FOR THE 2015/16 MUNICIPAL YEAR   
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That Councillor A Guy be elected as Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council for the 
2015/16 Municipal Year and be added as a cheque signatory to the bank mandate. 
 
3/15  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 
An apology was received from Councillor S Devonport because of family reasons 
and also from County Councillor G Richardson. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That Councillor Devonport’s apology for absence be agreed. 
 
4/15  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 
Councillor Smith declared an interest in Item 18 concerning a request from Staindrop 
Carnival Committee and Councillor Reed declared an interest in relation to Item 22 
concerning footpaths on North Green. 
 
5/15  MINUTES AND ACTION POINTS 
 
(a) The minutes of the meeting held on 16th April 2015 were confirmed as a correct 

record and signed by the Chairman, subject to the amendment of the start time of 
the meeting to 7.15 p.m. 
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(b) A list outlining actions arising from issues determined at the meeting on 16th April 

2015 was noted (for copy see file of minutes). In relation to the matter 
concerning parking and other problems, the Clerk advised that, despite publicity 
in the Teesdale Mercury, no issues had been reported to the Parish Council 
subsequently by local residents. It was now suggested the public meeting should 
go ahead, preceded by a site meeting with the County Council and Durham 
Constabulary.  

 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk contact the County Council and Constabulary with a view to fixing a 
site meeting at 3.00 p.m. on a weekday to look at parking problem areas with a view 
to arranging a subsequent public meeting. 
 
6/15  POLICE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 
 
There was nothing to report. However it was suggested that it would be helpful for 
the notice board to contain details of forthcoming PACT meetings for some months 
ahead if possible. 
 
7/15  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR 
ATTENDING OUTSIDE EVENTS AND REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
Councillor Chicken advised that the Scarth Hall Stage 3 Funding bid had been 
delayed slightly due to the need to review elements of the bid as a survey had 
revealed the need for works in excess of the initial amount identified. A period of 
grace had been allowed by the Big Lottery Fund for the final bid application, but it 
was clear that, because of the greater than anticipated costs, some elements of the 
works proposed, such as fencing at the front of the Hall would need to be trimmed or 
eliminated. 
 
8/15  COMMITTEES AND SUB-COMMITTEES OF THE COUNCIL 
 

The Council considered a report of the Clerk (for copy see file of minutes) about 
proposed changes to the committee and sub-committee structure of the council. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the recommendations in the report be approved. 
 
9/15  ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO COMMITTEES AND APPOINTMENT OF 
REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES IN 2015/2016 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That members of the Parish Council be elected to the following committees and/or be 
appointed to the following bodies for 2014-2015 as listed below: 
 
NAME OF COMMITTEE/OUTSIDE 
BODY 

MEMBERS/REPRESENTATIVES 
 

 
Finance Committee 

 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman and 
Councillors Chapman, Chicken and Smith. 

  
Teesdale Local Councils Forum 
 

The Chairman and Vice-Chairman 

Teesdale Travellers Forum 
 

Councillor D Reed  
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Scarth Hall, Trust (2) 
 

Councillor E Chicken 
 

Staindrop Junior Mixed School 
 
Police and Crime Commissioner 
Community Panel (Bishop Auckland) 
 
County Durham Association of Local 
Councils – Smaller Local Councils 
Committee 
 
PACT 
 

Councillor A Smith 
 
Councillor A Guy 
 
 
The Chairman and Vice-Chairman or 
Substitute (Clerk can also attend) 
 
 
All members (one member to attend each 
meeting on a rota basis) 
 

10/15  STANDING ORDERS AND FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 
 

The Council considered copies of the new proposed Standing Orders and Financial 
Regulations which had been prepared in line with current best practice, suitably 
adapted for the needs of the Parish Council (for copies see file of minutes). 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the new Standing Orders and Financial Regulations be adopted. 
 
11/15  COUNCIL POLICIES 
 

The Council considered the following proposed Council Policy documents (for copies 
see file of minutes): 
 

(a) Freedom of Information Act Policy and Model Publication Scheme 
(b) Media Policy 
(c) Public Participation in Meetings Policy 
(d) Complaints Procedure 
(e) Equal Opportunities Policy 
(f) Health and Safety Policy 
(g) Policy on the Creation of Honorary Freemen and Freewomen. 
 

In relation to the proposed policy for Public Participation, the Clerk advised that this 
would require an item to be placed on the agenda for each meeting of the Council 
whereby local residents could ask questions. It was suggested this be placed toward 
to top of each agenda. 
 

As regards the proposed policy for Honorary Freemen and Freewomen, the Council 
felt that the qualifying period of 20 years in the proposed policy should be amended 
to 10 years or even less in exceptional circumstances. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the policies be approved and formally adopted by the Council, subject to the 
amendment to the Honours Policy being amended as set out above. 
 
12/15  CALENDAR OF MEETINGS FOR 2015-16 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That ordinary meetings of the Council usually be held on the third Thursday of each 
month (August and December excepted when the Council is in recess) at 7.15 p.m. 
 
The Finance Committee meet in July, October and January each year. 
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13/15  VILLAGE GREEN 
 
Councillor Smith declared an interest and took no part in the discussion about a 
proposed temporary sign promoting Staindrop Carnival on the village green.. 
 

(a) Parish Notice Boards 
 

The Clerk provided details of the costs he had obtained for Parish Notice Boards to 
be erected on the two bus shelters in the village. Discussions with the County 
Council’s Planners had revealed that planning consent would not be required as the 
works would be deemed permitted development. Contact with the Transport team at 
County Hall about placing the notice boards on the bus shelters (which were owned 
by the Parish Council, but maintained by the County Council on a day to day basis) 
had not revealed any objections. However as the bus timetable notices were framed 
in black and any rainwater goods the shelters were black, it had been suggested that 
any parish notice boards should be similarly coloured. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That approval be given for the purchase of 2 No. Classic 58 black framed 
1050x750mm aluminium notice boards at a cost of £329 each plus VAT and 
excluding delivery from the Noticeboard Company and for any costs associated with 
the fixing of the notice boards to the bus shelters. 
 

(b) Staindrop Carnival 
 

The Clerk advised that a request had been received from Staindrop Carnival 
Committee to place a banner on North Green during the 14 days prior to the 2015 
carnival advertising the same. The banner would be 1 metre high and 3-4 metres 
long, staked on wooden posts. This was the banner which was normally erected over 
the highway but was not being hung this year because of safety issues. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Carnival Committee be advised that the Council has no objections to what is 
being proposed in relation to its Byelaw powers which protect the village green, 
subject to the Committee ensuring that it has appropriate insurance cover in place 
and that appropriate health and safety measures are taken to ensure that the banner 
is placed in such position and in such a manner so as to prevent any injury to the 
public. The Committee’s attention should also be drawn to the ownership of the 
village green. 
 

(c) Parking Update 
 

This matter had been dealt with under outstanding issues earlier on the agenda. 
 

(d) Broadband Update 
 

The Clerk advised that, following the last meeting it appeared that there were some 
discrepancies on the map supplied by Digital Durham regarding the current extent of 
broadband coverage in Staindrop, although it was understood that the majority of 
remaining properties would gain access to fibre broadband later in 2015. It had been 
confirmed also that there would be no need for any excavation works in relation to 
the connection to Scarth Hall. An event organised by Digital Durham advertising the 
rollout of fibre broadband in Staindrop was planned at Scarth Hall on 3rd July. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 
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14/15  PLAYGROUND 
 

The Clerk advised that a project update and proposed revision to the Atkinsons 
contract had been received from Groundwork. 
 

The site clearance works had now concluded and the area had been seeded. It was 
being suggested in relation to safety concerns with the site entrance that a section of 
timber fencing was placed in front of the existing gate some 1.8m away from the gate 
and being 1.8m long and 1.2m high. This was to stop children running straight out of 
the site into the road. This would cost £270 but Groundwork was suggesting a saving 
of £305 as it was felt the existing gate did not need to be replaced. 
 

Councillor Chicken advised the Council that he had repaired the gate on a number of 
occasions over the years and was surprised that it was not to be replaced. Some 
issues were also raised about the condition of the gate posts and the potential for 
possible crush injuries to the fingers of younger users of the site. 
 

The proposed strip of fencing to prevent young people running out into the lane was 
also queried as the Council believed it might be more appropriate to have an "L" 
shaped structure, with an extra section of fencing up to one of the gate posts, so 
there would be a kissing gate type arrangement inside the entrance. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the above views be passed to Groundwork for comment. 
2. That the contract amendment be deferred pending clarification of the issues. 
 

15/15  CORRESPONDENCE 
 
The following correspondence was considered: 
 

(a) Information from the County Durham Association of Local Councils (for copy see file). 
(b) Parish Paths Partnership – Application Grant Claim Forms. 
(c) Letter of thanks for donation from St Mary’s Flower Festival. 
(d) Appleby Horse Fair – Schedule from Durham County Council about local arrangements 

for Traveller migration. 
(e) Email from Staindrop Guides and Scouts – Votes for Fundraising. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 
 

16/15  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

The Clerk reported as follows: 
 

(a) Current Planning Applications 
 

There were no current planning applications.  
 

(b) Applications Received Between Meetings to which Responses have been 
Submitted to Durham County Council under Delegated Powers (Minute No. 
115/13 (2) refers) 

 

Application No. DM/15/01069/VOC: Removal of condition 7 requiring 'Retention of 
signage' from planning permission 6/2013/0008/DM, Former Black Swan Public 
House, 40 Front Street, Staindrop – As a majority of councillors consulted objected to 
the application an objection had been lodged with the County Council. 
 
(c) Decisions made by the County Council on Applications 
 
Application No. DM/15/00292/FPA: Residential Development of 5 No. dwellings and  
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demolition of outbuildings, The Old School House 28 Front Street Staindrop 
Darlington County Durham DL2 3NH – Approved. 
 

DM/15/00293/FPA: Erection of access ramp to rear and 9 No. external lights at 
Scarth Memorial Hall, 5 South Green, Staindrop - Approved  
 

The Clerk advised that details of two further planning applications approved by the 
County Council had now been received as follows: 
 

DM/15/00889/FPA: Erection of single storey classroom extension to front at 
Staindrop Church of England Primary School at Swan Wynd, Staindrop 
 

DM/15/00875/FPA: Eretion of Agricultural Shed at Gawen House, Moor Road, 
Staindrop 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the actions in relation to the application at (b) above be confirmed. 
2. The applications approved at (c) above be noted.  
 

17/15  AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS 2014-15 
 

The Council considered the following: 
 

(a) Annual accounts consisting of income, expenditure and bank reconciliation 
(b) Completed Sections 1, 2 and 4 of the Annual Return 
(c) Explanation of variances. 
 

(for copies see file of minutes). 
 

Clerk advised that, following approval by the Council of the Supportive Statement at 
the last meeting, the audit of accounts had now been completed by the Council’s 
Internal Auditor, Mr Paul Whitaker and Section 4 of the Annual Return completed 
accordingly. No issues had been raised. 
 

The auditor had signed off the accounts and return without any issues being raised.  
 

Mr Whitaker had advised that he would be happy to continue as the Council’s internal 
auditor. It was suggested that Mr Whitaker be invited to attend a meeting of the 
Council if he so wished during the future annual returns and accounts process. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

(a) That the accounts for 2014-2015 be approved. 
 

(b) That Sections 1 and 2 of the annual return be approved for submission to the 
Council’s external auditor. 
 

(c) The completed Section 4 (Internal Audit) of the Annual Return be noted and 
the Council write to Mr Whitaker thanking him for his services in undertaking 
the audit and inviting him to future meetings if wished. 
 

(d) The completed annual return, including the previously agreed governance 
section and supporting statement be sent the external auditors. 

 
18/15  INCOME AND ACCOUNTS 
 
The following income and expenditure was noted and authorised: 
 

Income 
 
Precept and LCTS Grant 2015-16     - £15,150 
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Expenditure 
 
G Stockton (Litter picking – May 2015)    - £54.17 
 
T Bolton (Salary, postage, expenses, etc.)    - £301.44 
 
County Durham Association of Local Councils    - £165.20 
(Annual Subscription and LCR) 
         
CE & CM Walker Ltd. (Grasscutting 10th & 23rd April)  - £252.00 
 
19/15  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 
There were no questions for the Clerk or Chairman. 
 
20/15  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 18th June 2015 at 
7.15 p.m. 
 
21/15  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the  
following item because of the need to consider legal issues in relation to the 
footpaths on North Green. 
 

22/15  VILLAGE GREEN ISSUES 
 

Councillor Reed declared an interest in the following item and withdrew from the 
meeting. 
 

COUNCILLOR A GUY in the Chair 
 
The Clerk reported that, since the last meeting, an email had been received from 
Raby Estate setting out its position in relation to responsibility for the “crust” of the 
village green and seeking clarification about the Council’s previous intentions in 
relation to repair of the footpaths. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the response from Raby be noted and a reply be sent outlining the Council’s 
current views on the repair issues concerning the footpaths in question. 
 
This concluded the business before the meeting. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Signed...................................................................................... 
 
Chairman of the meeting on 18th June 2015 


