
1 
 

STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING 
 

Upper Room Thursday   Time:  7.15 p.m. 
Masonic Hall                                 19th May 2016 
Staindrop 
 
Present:  
 

Councillors, E Chicken, N Hirst, R J Humphries, D Reed and A Smith. 
 
County Councillors G Richardson and J Rowlandson. 
 
Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 
Representative from Teesdale Mercury 
 
One member of the public. 
 
1/16  ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN FOR THE 2016/17 MUNICIPAL YEAR 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That Councillor D H Reed be elected as Chairman of the Parish Council for the 
2016/17 Municipal Year. 
 
Councillor Reed then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
 
                           Councillor David Reed in the Chair 
 
2/16  ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN FOR THE 2016/17 MUNICIPAL YEAR   
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That Councillor D Chapman be elected as Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council for 
the 2016/17 Municipal Year. 
 
3/16  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies were received from Councillor D Chapman (work commitments) S and D 
Devonport (illness) and D Kinch (domestic reasons). 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the apologies for absence be agreed. 
 
4/16  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 
There were no disclosures of interest. 
 
5/16  ANY APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATION 
 
The Clerk reported the receipt of an application from Councillor D Kinch, as 
Chairman of Teesdale Action Partnership, to participate or to vote in any discussion 
relating to the TAP. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Dispensation be granted for one year. 
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6/16  MINUTES AND ACTION POINTS 
 
(a) The minutes of the meeting held on 21st April 2016 were confirmed as a correct 

record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

(b) A list outlining actions arising from issues determined at the meeting on 21st April 
2016 was noted (for copy see file of minutes). In relation to the previous 
representations of the Council to Durham County Council about an application 
fell nine trees at 50 North Green, the Clerk referred to the response from DCC 
which had been circulated electronically advising that the County Council had 
found one tree which was worthy of preservation and which the applicant had 
withdrawn. The other trees were suitable for felling. Unfortunately the Council 
could not impose a requirement for phased felling. With regard to the 

 
In connection with the proposed Gateway highway markings, the Clerk reported 
that the local County Councillors had asked for details of prices. In response to a 
question, the Clerk advised that he would go back to the County Council officers 
for a costed scheme. 
 
Regarding the defibrillator, the Clerk advised that he had now received an email 
from Scarth Hall which appeared to indicate that the proposal needed to be 
further discussed. As members were aware, the proposal and the TAP funding 
application had been predicated on a defibrillator mounted on the western 
frontage of Scarth Hall (in the vicinity of the now redundant Parish Council notice 
board) as a power supply was needed and this had been previously agreed in 
principle by the Management Committee. Councillor Chicken advised that a 
suggestion had been made that a defibrillator could be mounted on and take a 
power supply from a lamppost. The Clerk advised that this was not in 
accordance with the kit approved by the North East Ambulance Service which 
had to be wall mounted and agreed to discuss the issues further with Scarth Hall 
members who had suggested in the first instance that the Parish Council support 
a proposal for a defibrillator. A particular concern also was that some of the 
funding already obtained for the scheme was time limited. 
 
In relation to the continuing issues concerning the foundations of the springers in 
the playground, the Clerk advised that he had not yet received a response from 
Kompan. 

 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the action points and updates be noted. 
 
7/16  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC 
 
A question concerning a notice about a forthcoming meeting on EU Referendum 
issues was submitted and a copy of the notice produced. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the notice be placed on the Parish Council Community Notice Board 
 
8/16  POLICE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 
 
Reference was made to a letter which was to be circulated by the Police 
Neighbourhood Inspector for Teesdale and Weardale about the discontinuation of 
local PACT meetings in Teesdale, because of poor attendance by the public and 
their proposed replacement with a central PACT meeting. The Clerk reported that at  
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a recent Teesdale Action Partnership meeting, the Neighbourhood Inspector had 
also reported that he was unable to support the attendance of officers at regular 
Parish Council meetings, or in their absence, to provide local crime statistics due to 
pressures upon staff and policing of the area. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Parish Council write to the Police and Crime Commissioner expressing its 
concerns about the proposed abandonment of local PACT meetings (with a copy to 
the Neighbourhood Inspector). 
 
9/16  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR 
ATTENDING OUTSIDE EVENTS AND REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
Councillor Chicken advised that the refurbishment of Scarth Hall was still on 
schedule. There had been some problems with congestion on Stangarth Lane due to 
the Scarth Hall works and also the adjoining current development of the Scout Hut. 
Councillor Reed referred to the recent meeting of the Teesdale Resident and 
Traveller Forum. 
 
10/16  ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO COMMITTEES AND APPOINTMENT OF 
REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES IN 2016/2017 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That members of the Parish Council be elected to the following committees and/or be 
appointed to the following bodies for 2016-2017 as listed below: 
 
NAME OF COMMITTEE/OUTSIDE 
BODY 

MEMBERS/REPRESENTATIVES 
 

 
Finance Committee 

 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman and 
Councillors Chicken, Hirst and Smith. 

  
Teesdale Local Councils Forum 
 

The Chairman and Vice-Chairman 

Teesdale Travellers Forum Councillor D Reed  

Scarth Hall, Trust (2) 
 

Councillor E Chicken 
 

Staindrop Junior Mixed School 
 
Police and Crime Commissioner 
Community Panel (Bishop Auckland) 
 
County Durham Association of Local 
Councils – Smaller Local Councils 
Committee 
 
PACT 
 

Councillor A Smith 
 
Councillor D Reed 
 
 
The Chairman and Vice-Chairman or 
Substitute (Clerk can also attend) 
 
 
All members – to attend when able. 
 

11/16  STANDING ORDERS AND FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 
 

The Council considered a report of the Clerk (for copy see file of minutes) about 
changes to the Standing Orders and/or Financial Regulations in consequence of new 
Contracts regulations and other matters. 
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RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk be authorised to amend the Standing Orders/Financial Regulations in 
consultation with the Chairman/Vice-Chairman and report back to a future meeting. 
 
12/16  CALENDAR OF MEETINGS FOR 2016-17 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That ordinary meetings of the Council usually be held on the third Thursday of each 
month (August and December excepted when the Council is in recess) at 7.15 p.m. 
 
The Finance Committee to meet in July, October and January each year. 
 
13/16  VILLAGE GREEN 
 
(a) Meeting with Raby Estate 
 

The Clerk advised that a meeting had recently been held with representatives from 
Raby Estate concerning the footpaths issue on North Green when the Parish 
Council’s evidence in relation to liability for the footpaths previously submitted to the 
County Council (and which was still being considered by DCC) had been passed to 
the Estate. Councillors Humphries and Smith had been present at the meeting. 
 
Councillor Humphries reported on a discussion at the meeting with Raby about works 
recently undertaken by the Parish Council on North Green which had resulted in an 
agreement that a protocol be drawn up setting out the respective roles of the Parish 
Council and the Estate in relation to the greens in Staindrop.  
 
Councillor Smith also referred to a positive discussion with the Estate about the 
possibility of additional parking (linked to use of Scarth Hall and the Scout Hut) on an 
area of land to the south of the playground. The Estate had asked that the Council 
submit detailed proposals for consideration.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted and authority be given for the drafting of a protocol and 
the development of a proposal for car parking for submission to Raby Estate. 
 
(b) Damage to South Green 
 

The Clerk advised that a report had been made by a member of the public about 
recent damage to South Green to the west of The Laurels caused by a heavy goods 
vehicle. Details of the vehicle registration number had been obtained and the matter 
had been reported to the police but it was understood the matter would need to be 
prosecuted by the Parish Council if it wished to take action. As the poloice were 
unable to provide ownership details, it was believed these could be obtained by the 
Parish Council from DVLA at a cost. 
 
Although the member of the public had reported the vehicle parking and then driving 
away, churning up the green, there was a lack of knowledge as to whether another 
vehicle or vehicles had been previously involved. Councillor Chicken agreed to place 
one of the moveable “no parking” signs in the vicinity to prevent parking and 
overrunning in that area. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the ownership details of the offending vehicle be obtained from DVLA and a 
letter be sent to the owners, advising them of the damage caused.  
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14/16  PLAYGROUND 
 

The Clerk advised that a bid had been recently submitted to the Teesdale Action 
Partnership for £15,000 funding towards Phase 2 of the playground project, an 
increase of £5,000 from that previously proposed. County Councillors Richardson 
and Rowlandson, who were present, indicated that they were supportive of the 
increased bid. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the bid be approved. 
 

15/16  CORRESPONDENCE 
 
The following correspondence was considered: 
 

(a) Information from the County Durham Association of Local Councils (for copy see file). 
(b) Walks Leaflet – Correspondence with local resident. 
(c) Butterwick Hospice – letter about charity of the year and newsletter. 
(d) Open Spaces Society Find Our Way Fund – request for donation. 
(e) Press Release from DCC - Proposed Stainton Grove Household Waste Recycling Centre 

public exhibition on 25
th
 May 

(f) Urgent Care Services - NHS Consultation. 
 

In relation to the CDALC list, the Clerk referred to the Transparency Fund established 
by the government whereby smaller local councils with a turnover of less than 
£25,000 p.a. could apply for grant of up to £350 for the purchase of a laptop and an 
additional sum for software (excepting anti-virus) to enable them to comply with the 
requirements of the Transparency Regulations. Bids would be submitted via CDALC.  
 
In relation to the walks leaflet, the Clerk referred to a misunderstanding with some 
residents about the rear of South Terrace along which the route in the walks leaflet 
ran. It was understood that residents Title to their properties included the rear lane, 
which was unadopted and therefore considered to be private. However it was the 
case that there was a public right of way along this route with a right of way on foot - 
residents had therefore been notified accordingly. 
 
The Clerk circulated copies of the response questionnaire for the NHS consultation 
on urgent care services to enable members to respond individually. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

(i) That the information be noted. 
(ii) An application be made for grant towards a laptop and software from the 

Transparency Fund. 
(iii) The Butterwick Hospice and Open Spaces Society requests be submitted to the 

next meeting of the Finance Committee for consideration. 
 

16/16  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

The Clerk reported as follows: 
 

(a) Response from Durham County Council about previous Parish Council 
representations on pre-application planning advice. 

 

A letter of response had now been received from Mr Ian Thompson, Corporate 
Director for Economic Development and Regeneration (for copy see file) in response 
to the Parish Council’s previous letter of concern. Mr Thompson did not support the 
allocation of a separate case officer from the pre-application stage to the formal  
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application, considering that it would lead to a loss of “traction” in the planning 
process. Mr Thompson also referred to the “call-in” powers available to County 
Councillors or local councils to have applications considered by a planning committee. 
Reference was made during the discussion about the Parish Council’s recent 
experience with the Nursery Garage and Gorst Hall Gardens planning applications. 
Whilst the call in powers ensured that both applications were considered by a 
planning committee, and the Parish Council was allowed to make representations, 
the recommendations in both reports for approval (and therefore possibility of an 
appeal by the applicants if an application was refused), meant that it was unlikely a 
Committee, despite any representations made, would deviate from the 
recommendations. However, the County Council would be willing for the Head of 
Planning and officers to attend a future meeting of the Parish Council to discuss the 
issues. 
 
In relation to the Parish Council’s suggestions in the letter to DCC and also the 
Parish Council’s response to the DCC consultation on the Statement of Community 
Involvement, about informing local councils about pre-application advice, on which 
Mr Thompson’s response was silent, the Clerk advised that Councillor Kinch had 
asked him to circulate details he had recently received from the County Council 
about pre-application advice for a potential development at West Terrace, Staindrop 
which Councillor Kinch had obtained via a Freedom of Information Act request. 
 
Reference was made by councillors to the contradictions in the current process 
whereby the County Council did not currently share information about pre-application 
discussions, but the same information could be obtained via an FOI request. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

(i) That the position be noted 
(ii) An invitation be extended to the Head of Planning and relevant officers to attend 

a future meeting of the Parish Council to discuss the above issues. 
(iii) Copies of the correspondence be forwarded to the County Durham Association 

of Local Councils for consideration. 
 

(b) Current Applications 
 

Application DM/16/01325/VOC: Variation of condition 2 of application 
DM/15/00292/FPA to amend design of scheme: Site of Former School at 28 
Front Street, Staindrop. 
 

The Chairman referred to representations received from local residents about 
changes made by builders during the progress of the scheme, which he had 
inspected and which were now sought to be regularised by this application. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Parish Council objects to the application and supports the calls to have this 
matter be determined by the County Council’s Planning Committee. 
 

Application DM/16/00637/LB: Listed Building application to retain 2 No. uPVC 
windows at 14 Office Square, Staindrop 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Parish Council objects to the application on the basis that the windows 
should be constructed in wood. 
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(c) Applications approved/refused by Durham County Council 
 

(i) Application No. DM/16/00320/VOC, Variation of condition 2 pursuant to 
planning permission DM/15/01883/FPA for alterations to the external 
appearance of the Scout Hut, Stangarth Lane Staindrop - Approved. 

 

(ii) Application No. DM/16/00334/LB, Replacement windows (Retrospective) at 6 
Front Street Staindrop Darlington DL2 3NH – Refused. 

 
17/16  AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS 2015-16 
 

The Council considered the following: 
 

(a) Annual accounts consisting of income, expenditure and bank reconciliation 
(b) Completed Sections 1, 2 and 4 of the Annual Return 
 

(for copies see file of minutes). 
 

The Clerk advised that, following approval by the Council of the Supportive 
Statement at the last meeting, the audit of accounts had now been undertaken by the 
Council’s Internal Auditor, Mr Paul Whitaker and Section 4 of the Annual Return 
completed accordingly.  
 

The auditor had signed off the accounts and return without any issues of note being 
raised, but had drawn attention to one minor item in relation to the flat rate monthly 
payment to the Clerk of £10 for telephone calls, which was paid in addition to the 
monthly salary. It was suggested that this should be taxable. The Clerk advised that 
should members wish to include this sum in the monthly salary payment, he would in 
future bear the cost of all telephone calls. 
 

Mr Whitaker had advised that he would be happy to continue as the Council’s internal 
auditor.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

(a) That the accounts for 2015-2016 be approved. 
 

(b) That Sections 1 and 2 of the annual return be approved for submission to the 
Council’s external auditor. 
 

(c) The completed Section 4 (Internal Audit) of the Annual Return be noted and 
the Council write to Mr Whitaker thanking him for his services in undertaking 
the audit. 
 

(d) The completed annual return, including the previously agreed supporting 
statement be sent the external auditors. 
 

(e) The amendments to the Clerk’s remuneration in relation to the issue identified 
by the auditor and set out above be implemented. 

 
18/16  INCOME AND ACCOUNTS 
 
The following income and expenditure was noted and authorised: 
 

Income 
 

NIL 
 

Expenditure 
 

G Stockton (Litter picking – May 2016)    £54.17 
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T Bolton (Salary, mileage, stamps etc. May 2016)   £418.46 
   

Park Lane Playgrounds (safety inspection May)   £42.00 (inc. VAT)
      

C E & C M Walker Ltd (Grass cutting 8 & 24th April)    £252.00 (inc. VAT) 
 

Raby Estate Playground Rental to 10/10/16)    £15.00 
 

D Chapman (Training Course mileage expenses   £52.60 
228 miles @45p less £50 cont. towards qualification)   
 

County Durham Association of Local Councils Subscription  £176.69 
 
19/16  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 
There were no questions for the Clerk or Chairman. 
 
20/16  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 16th June 2016 at 
7.15 p.m. 
 


