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STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING 
 

Scarth Memorial Thursday   Time:  7.15 p.m. 
Village Hall                                    18th May 2017 
Staindrop 
 
Present:  
 

Councillors, D Chapman, E Chicken, D Devonport, S Devonport, R J Humphries, D 
Reed and A Smith. 
 
Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 
Representative from Teesdale Mercury 
 
 
1/17  ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN FOR THE 2017/18 MUNICIPAL YEAR 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That Councillor D H Reed be elected as Chairman of the Parish Council for the 
2017/18 Municipal Year. 
 
Councillor Reed then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
 
                           Councillor David Reed in the Chair 
 
2/17  ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN FOR THE 2017/18 MUNICIPAL YEAR   
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That Councillor D Chapman be elected as Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council for 
the 2017/18 Municipal Year. 
 
3/17  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 
There were no apologies for absence.  
 
4/17  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 
Councillor Reed declared an interest in relation to Item 23 on the agenda and 
Councillor Smith in relation to Item 14(b). 
 
5/17  ANY APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATION 
 
There were no applications. 
 
6/17  MINUTES AND ACTION POINTS 
 
(a) The minutes of the meeting held on 20th April 2017 were confirmed as a correct 

record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

(b) A list outlining actions arising from issues determined at the meeting on 20th April 
2017 was noted (for copy see file of minutes).  

 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the action points and updates be noted. 
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7/17  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC 
 

There were no questions. 
 
8/17  POLICE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 
 

There was nothing to report. 
 
9/17  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR 
ATTENDING OUTSIDE EVENTS AND REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 

Councillor Chicken advised that Scarth Hall was seeking to change its status from an 
Association to an incorporated body and was being supported in this process by the 
Linskill and North Tyneside Community Development Trust which was experienced in 
these issues. Reference was also made to the arrangements for induction of users of 
the Hall into aspects of its use. This would be minimal for Parish Council meetings.  
 
10/17  ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO COMMITTEES AND APPOINTMENT OF 
REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES IN 2017/2018 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That members of the Parish Council be elected to the following committees and/or be 
appointed to the following bodies for 2017-2018 as listed below: 
 
NAME OF COMMITTEE/OUTSIDE 
BODY 

CURRENT 
MEMBERS/REPRESENTATIVES 

 
Finance Committee 

 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman plus 
Councillors E. Chicken, D. Devonport and 
A. Smith.  
 

Teesdale Local Councils Forum 
 

The Chairman and Vice-Chairman 

Teesdale Travellers Forum 
 
 

Councillor D Reed and one other 
representative 

Scarth Hall, Trust (2) 
 

Councillor E Chicken 
 

Staindrop Junior Mixed School 
(Governor) 
 

Councillor D Devonport 

Police and Crime Commissioner 
Community Panel (Bishop Auckland) 
 

Councillor Reed 

County Durham Association of Local 
Councils – Smaller Local Councils 
Forum 

Chairman and Vice-Chairman and/or 
Clerk can attend 
 

 
Local PACT Meeting 
 
 

 
Members to attend as and when able 

11/17  PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS AND GENERAL ELECTION 2017 
 
The Clerk advised that, following the Parish Council elections, there were two 
vacancies on the Council. These could be filled by the Council itself within 35 days of 
the election, otherwise the usual statutory advertising by the County Council of  
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vacancies would need to be undertaken. The Clerk also reminded members of the 
Purdah provisions which were now continued in relation to the General Election and 
would expire on 8th June 2017. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the co-opted member vacancies be advertised on the Parish Council notice-
board and website until; the expiry of the 35 day period. 
 
12/17  STANDING ORDERS AND FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 
 

The Council considered a report of the Clerk (for copy see file of minutes) about 
Standing Orders and/or Financial Regulations. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That no amendments be made to the Standing Orders/Financial Regulations other 
than those previously agreed. 
 
13/17  CALENDAR OF MEETINGS FOR 2017-18 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That ordinary meetings of the Council usually be held on the third Thursday of each 
month (August and December excepted when the Council is in recess) at 7.15 p.m. 
 
The Finance Committee to meet in July, October and January each year. 
 
14/17  VILLAGE GREEN ETC. 
 
(a) Traffic Calming Issues 
 

The Clerk advised that, following the discussion at the last meeting about potential 
traffic calming measures, a response had now been received from the County 
Council stating that a licence could not be granted for the life-size model sheep and 
placing the models in the verges on the approaches would be an obstruction.  
 
A suggestion had been made in the response that the Parish Councillors (and 
community representatives) could be loaned and be allowed to use a speed gun, 
without a police officer having to be present, subject to the necessary training being 
undertaken and the agreement of the local police to use the equipment. 
 
In relation to the road traffic data, the Clerk outlined the response of Mr Jameson 
following a further discussion with him in relation to the criteria used to assess 
provision of 20 mph speed limits and pedestrian crossings and refuges. A discussion 
had also been held (following the agreement of the Chairman) with Mr Jameson 
about the viability of speedvisor signs and Parish Council part funding for a sign on 
the western approach to the village. 
 
Councillors expressed continuing concern about the lack of any progress in reducing 
speeding traffic in Staindrop and queried why the provision of crossings etc. could be 
made in other areas of Teesdale, but not locally. In relation to speedvisors, the  
benefits (if any) of the Parish Council expending sums of money on such equipment 
needed to be considered carefully. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the County Council’s response be noted and Mr Jameson be invited to a 
future meeting of the Parish Council to discuss the issues. The meeting be 
advertised widely in the village to allow local residents to attend for the traffic  
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issues discussion and that the main hall at Scarth be booked for this purpose 
once a date has been arranged.  

 
2. Application be made to the police for Parish Councillors and interested local 

volunteers to receive appropriate training to be able to use the speed gun. 
 
(b) Proposals for use of the Village Green 
 

The Clerk reported the receipt of an email from Councillor Smith suggesting the use 
of the village green for activities including a village picnic, car boot, farmers market, 
Halloween event, Christmas market etc. 
 
Councillor Smith suggested that each event could be organised by a local 
organisation, such as the Scouts, who would subsequently receive any profits from 
the events. Each event would be insured and risk assessed. 
 
The Clerk advised that the proposed uses appeared to be compatible with lawful use 
of the village green and that a similar approach could be taken by the Parish Council 
as it did in relation to the annual village carnival, i.e. not to bring any actions under 
the Village Green Byelaws or statutory legislation. It would be up to the organisers to 
obtain any necessary consents/licences/permissions depending on the events and to 
advise the Parish Council prior to each event. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Parish Council raises no objections to the proposals, subject to relevant 
insurances, risk assessments and permissions being obtained and it being advised of 
relevant dates by the organising bodies. 
 
(c) Memorial Bench 
 

The Clerk advised that the memorial bench which had been purchased by Mr 
Barkshire to be installed on South Green on the site of a former bench had now been 
received and arrangements would be made by the Council’s contractor to fix the 
bench in position in consultation with Mr Barkshire.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted. 
 

15/17  PLAYGROUND 
 

The Clerk advised that the formal opening of the playground would take place on 
Saturday 20th May 2017 at 11.30 a.m. Refreshments would be provided in the new 
Scout Hut. There were still a couple of outstanding issues to resolve, including the 
fencing and gates. Messrs. Walkers, the grass cutting contractors, had indicated they 
were happy with the existing access gate arrangements. One quotation had been 
received from Peter Wade and another one or two were to still to be sought. Details 
of the new signage had been sent to Amanda Astrop for comment and a list of the 
donors was also awaited from Amanda and Emma to allow a plaque to be erected of 
grant providers. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted. 
 

16/17  CORRESPONDENCE 
 
The following correspondence was considered: 
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(a) Information from the County Durham Association of Local Councils (for copy see file). 

 
In response to a question from Councillor Humphries, the Clerk agreed to send him a 
copy of the CDALC email in relation to the Devolution Toolkit. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 
 

17/17  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

The Clerk reported as follows: 
 

(a) Recent Applications to which the Parish Council has responded: 
 
Application No. DM/17/01346/FPA: Single storey rear extension, single storey 
extension and alter garage roof to front of 23 Ladyclose, Staindrop – No 
objections. 

 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the response be noted and confirmed. 
 

18/17  AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS 2016-17 
 

The Council considered the following: 
 

(a) Annual accounts consisting of income, expenditure and bank reconciliation 
(b) Completed Sections 1, 2 and 4 of the Annual Return 
 

(for copies see file of minutes). 
 

The Clerk advised that, following approval by the Council of the Supportive 
Statement at the last meeting, the audit of accounts had now been undertaken by Mr 
G L Oliver and outlined the circumstances for so doing due to the issues involved.  
 

The auditor had signed off the accounts and return without any issues of note being 
raised, but had suggested that the Council’s business account which no longer bore 
any interest should be closed.  
 

It was suggested that Mr Whitaker should continue as the Council’s internal auditor if 
he was willing to do so.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

(a) That the accounts for 2016-2017 be approved. 
 

(b) That Sections 1 and 2 of the annual return be approved for submission to the 
Council’s external auditor. 
 

(c) The completed Section 4 (Internal Audit) of the Annual Return be noted. 
 

(d) The completed annual return, including the previously agreed supporting 
statement be sent the external auditors. 
 

(e) The Council’s Business Account be closed and the funds transferred to the 
Business Cheque Account. 

 
19/17  INCOME AND ACCOUNTS 
 
The following income and expenditure was noted and authorised apart from the 
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Kompan invoice which was authorised in principle subject to resolution of an issue 
concerning the level of eco-mulch in the playground play pit: 
 

Income 
 
Mr Wilson   Tenancy     £10.00 
Mr Barkshire   Memorial Bench    £503.48
   
Expenditure 
 
G Stockton   Litter collection (May)    £54.17 
T Bolton   Clerk’s salary (inc. stamps, mileage)  £420.79 
G L Oliver    (Internal Audit)    £150.00 
CDALC   Subscription 2017-18    £183.46 
Park Lane Playgrounds Playground Inspection – April   £42.00 inc. 

          VAT 
CE & CM Walker  Grass cutting – April    £414.00 

inc. VAT 
Kompan Phase 2 Playground    £42854.76 

Inc.VAT 
D Waggett   Playground Consultancy   £500.00 
 
20/17  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 
Councillor Smith asked about the status of the old water fountain on South green and 
enquired about whether it could be renovated. The Clerk agreed to investigate and 
report back. 
 
21/17  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Council will be on Thursday 15th June 2017 at 7.15 p.m. 
 
22/17  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the 
following item because of the need to agree a possible course of action in relation to 
footpaths on North Green. 
 
23/17  FOOTPATHS ON NORTH GREEN 
 
Councillor Reed declared an interest and withdrew from the meeting.  
 

COUNCILLOR D CHAPMAN in the Chair 
 

The Clerk reported an exchange of correspondence with DCC and recommended 
that the Parish Council make a non-prejudicial payment towards repairs of £8500 
under Section 43 of the Highways Act 1980 and on the basis of his letter to DCC, 
with the County Council to undertake the remaining repairs/ongoing maintenance. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the payment of £8,500 to the County Council be made under Section 43 of the 
Highways Act, 1980 on the basis outlined by the Clerk.  


