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STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Annual Meeting held at Scarth Memorial Hall, Staindrop 

on Thursday 16 May 2019 at 7.15pm 
 

In attendance:  Cllr David Reed (Chair), Cllr Darrel Chapman, Cllr Ian Royston, Cllr Tony Smith, Cllr Elaine Oliver,  
   Cllr Marion Rodham, Cllr Roger Humphries 
Absent:   Cllr Ed Chicken, Cllr Chris Allison 
Press:   None 
Clerk:   Judith Mashiter 
Public:   None  
County Councillor: CCllr George Richardson 

1. Election of a Chair for the year 2019-20 and signing of declaration of acceptance of office 
It was resolved that Cllr David Reed be elected Chair for the year 2019-20 and he duly signed the acceptance of office. 

2. Apologies and approval of absences 
As Cllr Allison had submitted apologies due to a prior engagement, and Cllr Chicken due to being on holiday, it was 
resolved that their absences be approved. 

3. Declarations of interest 
None. 

4. Requests for dispensations 
No requests had been received. 

5. Election of Vice-Chair for the year 2019-20 
It was resolved that Cllr Darrel Chapman be elected Vice-Chair for the year 2019-20. 

6. Reminder of the need for all councillors to review their Register of Interests 
Clerk confirmed that all councillors need to check their register entry and advise if any changes to it are necessary. 

7. Minutes 
Draft Minutes had been circulated. It was resolved that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held 18 April 2019 are 
an accurate record.  

8. Governance 
A paper had been circulated. 
a. Review of Committee structure and membership —  

• Councillors discussed the function of the Finance Committee, agreeing that it was used largely to consider the 
fine details of financial matters which full council might not have the time to address. It was resolved that, as a 
trial for 2019-20, there should be no Finance Committee, with full council dealing with all finance matters, and 
that the impact of this be reviewed in May 2020. 

• Councillors agreed the need for a Personnel Committee to deal with all employment matters, and resolved that 
Cllrs Humphries, Oliver and Rodham form the Personnel Committee for 2019-20. Clerk will prepare draft terms 
of reference for the committee.  

b. Review of contracts and other arrangements — arrangements for grasscutting, village greens and bus shelters 
were noted. Agreed that arrangements be made for councillors to visit the three parcels of common land, prior to the 
July meeting, for familiarisation. It was resolved that Clerk make arrangements to migrate the website from being 
hosted with Durham County Council to being hosted by 1&1IONOS, representing a saving of £580 in year one and 
£460 per year thereafter, the migration to happen when Clerk time allows, possibly in July/August. Agreed that 
playground inspection schedule/providers be reviewed at the June meeting, with relevant information from the 
Council’s insurer available. 

c. Representation on or work with external bodies  — It was resolved that representation on, or work with, external 
bodies remain unchanged, but that if the Primary School wants/needs a parish councillor as a governor, then Cllr 
Oliver would be the representative.  

d. Subscriptions to other bodies — It was resolved to approve subscription to the County Durham Association of 
Local Councils for 2019/20 and to approve a 31% contribution towards Clerk’s membership of the Society of Local 
Council Clerks for 2019/20. 

e. Section 137 expenditure — It was resolved to note that the Council incurred expenditure during 2018/19 under 
Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 of £17.00. 



 

 
        Page 2 of 3                                                APPROVED minutes 160519 

f. Schedule of ordinary meetings — It was resolved to hold parish council meetings on the third Thursday of each 
month during 2019/20, with the exception of August and December, when no meeting is held), commencing at 
7.15pm at Scarth Hall. 

9. Public participation 
No public were present. 

10. Planning matters 
A paper had been circulated.  
a. It was resolved to note the decision of Durham County Council on application DM/18/02721/OUT. 
b. It was resolved to note a summary of planning applications since May 2018.  
Clerk brought to councillors’ attention correspondence dated 14 May from a resident in which they sought Council 
support in objecting to planning application DM/19/01389/FPA (13 West Terrace). The resident had copied to Council 
their submission to Durham County Council.  

11. Update about ongoing progress of resolutions and actions 
A paper had been circulated. 
• Playground bylaws — Agreed that despite no response from Amanda Astrop and Emma Hignett-Curran, playground 

bylaws be considered by the council at its June meeting. 
• Condition of North Green footpaths — Clerk advised that the letter to Terry Collins had been sent on 15 May, and a 

brief acknowledgement and commitment to investigate had been received. 
• Offer to donate daffodil bulbs — Clerk updated with correspondence received 11 May enquiring who would plant the 

bulbs if the two sisters bought them. Agreed that Clerk advise that if a donation of bulbs is received, then the Parish 
Council will organise the planting. 

• Potholes — agreed that work complete and action can be removed from log. 
• Road safety — CCllr Richardson advised that Keith Jameson has been succeeded by Danny Harland at Durham 

County Council. 
• ‘Nicky-Nacky path/almshouse path — agreed that no action is necessary and can be removed from log. 

12. Correspondence 
A list of correspondence received had been circulated and was noted. Following discussion: 
• (item 13) — Cllr Oliver to attend training in Yarm on 19 June; Cllr Royston to advise Clerk if he can attend also. 
• (item 19) — Agreed that Clerk unsubscribe from Terrain. 
• (late item) — Clerk will attend Smaller Councils Forum in Shildon on 23 May 
• (late item) — Clerk will complete survey response that the playground should sign up to the voluntary smokefree 

play area campaign.  

13. Village Greens and Environmental issues 
• Cllr Smith advised that the next car boot sale will take place on 22 June instead of May as previously planned. 
• Cllr Reed advised that he is expecting the new bollards to be delivered within the next week or so. 

14. Playground issues 
No matters to consider which haven’t been addressed elsewhere. 

15. Finance 
A report had been circulated. 
a. It was resolved to receive a report of receipts and payments from 1 – 30 April 2019 and the bank reconciliation at 30 

April 2019. 
b. It was resolved to authorise payments due as listed, with the additional payment (invoices recently received) of £42 

to Park Lane Playgrounds. 
c. It was resolved to approve the Statement of Accounts for 2018/19. 
d. It was resolved to receive the internal auditor’s report for 2018/19. 
e. Each clause of the Annual Governance Statement 2018-19 was reviewed and approved, and the form duly signed. 
f. It was resolved to approve the Accounting Statements for 2018-19 and the form was duly signed. 
g. It was resolved to note the arrangements for completing the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, to 

publish the information required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (on 2 June) and to note the period set 
for the exercise of public rights (3 June to 12 July). 

Cllr Reed complimented the Clerk on the presentation of Annual Return details and thanked her for the work involved. 
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16. Councillors’ reports 
a. No councillors wished to make a report. 
b. CCllr Richardson reported  

• that Durham County Council is unable to accede to Cllr Chicken’s request for a bollard on Stangarth Lane to 
protect the Scarth Hall building. 

• that he and CCllr Rowlandson had met with Raby Estates and planning officers to discuss the outline plans for 
Raby Estates developments (by all accounts similar information provided as at the meeting between Raby 
Estates and parish councillors on 10 May) 

 
Meeting closed: 8.15pm 
 


