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STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF EXTRAORDINARY MEETING 
 

 
Joe Hodgson Room Wednesday   Time:  7.15 p.m. 
Scarth Hall                                    30

th
 November 2016 

Staindrop 
 

Present:  Councillors D Chapman, D Devonport, S Devonport, R J Humphries, D Kinch, 
D Reed (in the Chair) and A Smith. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 

109/16  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 
There were apologies from Councillors Chicken and Kinch due to other commitments. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the reasons for absence be approved. 
 

110/16  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 

There were no disclosures of interests. 
 

111/16 ANY APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

There were no applications for Dispensations. 
 

112/16  PLAYGROUND PROCUREMENT – PHASE 2 
 

The Clerk reported that the advice on the procurement process has now been received 
from the County Council and it appeared that, in line with the Council’s Financial 
Regulations limits, the contract could be awarded on the basis of a minimum of three 
quotations being sought. This would not require advertising on the Contract Finder 
website, although the contract, once awarded, would have to be published online. 
 
The Clerk further reported that Deborah Waggett had also now indicated her agreement 
to the proposed contract for her to advertise and support the Council during the 
procurement, delivery and sign off process. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the Clerk be authorised in consultation with the Chairman or Vice-Chairman to 
liaise with Ms Waggett to determine the arrangements and issue documentation for 
the procurement process for Phase 2 of the Playground so as to secure the 
completion of the installation 31

st
 March 2017. 

2. Authority be given for the payment of the County Council’s invoice in relation to the 
legal advice provided which was expected to be in the region of £100 plus VAT. 

 

113/16  TREE WEEK – APPLICATION FOR GRANT 
 

The Clerk reported that following a discussion between Councillor Chicken and Mr 
Rodger Lowe, an arboriculturist who lived in Staindrop, a detailed submission for grant 
had been made by the Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman, to Durham County 
Council based on information supplied by Mr Lowe about three potential locations for 
trees on the village greens which would not interfere with the Carnival. These were: 
 

 Office Square – Rowan tree 

 South Green  near Major and Mrs Trotters – Alder tree 

 South Green near the Deanery – A lime tree (or similar). 
 

The grant application, based on a total indicative cost of £105 for the three trees, had  
now been approved by the County Council. The Clerk had written to Raby Estate on 27

th 

November seeking the agreement of Lord Barnard to the proposal. Councillor Chicken 



2 
 

 
had advised that he was prepared to undertake neighbour consultation prior to any works. 
In further correspondence he had also suggested that there might be some merit in the 
Parish Council funding the provision of some spring flowering bulbs to be placed at the 
base of the saplings when planted. 
 

Reference was made to the proposal for a lime tree and it was suggested that an 
alternative tree should be planted at the Deanery. The proposal for bulb planting as part 
of the project was also supported. Councillor Chapman proposed that local 
schoolchildren should be involved in this element and offered to facilitate this. 
 

RESOLVED:  
 

1. That the Clerk be authorised, in consultation with the Chairman or Vice-Chairman, to 
invite quotations for the tree planting works on the Parish Council website and, as the 
closing date would fall within the December recess, to select the successful bidder 
and award the contract. 

2. The suggestion for bulb planting be incorporated as part of the scheme. 
3. That the scheme as originally proposed be amended to include an alternative to the 

lime tree near the Deanery. 
 

114/16  MEMBER VACANCY 
 

The Clerk reported that following the statutory publication of the vacancy on the Parish 
Council following Councillor Nadine Hirst’s resignation, there had not been any request 
from local electors for an election to fill the vacancy. Accordingly the Parish Council could 
now fill the vacancy itself by co-option. 
 
Reference was made by members to previous expressions of interest in vacancies by 
two local residents and the Clerk agreed to notify the persons concerned of the vacancy 
in addition to advertising it on the Parish Council website. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Parish Council fills the vacancy by co-option.  
 

116/16  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

The following current applications were considered: 
 

 Application No. DM/16/03452/FPA: Single storey rear extension at 39 South Green Staindrop and 
 

 Application No. DM/16/03453/LB:| Listed Building Consent for demolition of rear single storey 
extension and lean-to shed, rear single storey extension, replace UPVC windows with timber sash 
and internal alternations at 39 South Green Staindrop. 

 

RESOLVED: 
 

That no objections be raised to the proposals. 
 

117/16  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

The Chairman referred to a recent discussion with the Clerk about the procurement of a 
laptop and software for the Parish Council, following the award of a £550 Transparency 
Grant from government. The Clerk advised that he was investigating where suitable kit 
might be obtained on the most advantageous terms. North East local authorities had 
formed a consortium – the North East Purchasing Organisation (NEPO) - and this was 
one possible mechanism by which the procurement could take place. It would be 
necessary however to become an Associate Member of the organisation, although there 
was only a minimal fee of £1 for so doing. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Parish Council become an Associate member of NEPO and the Clerk explore 
this procurement route, together with others, in an effort to secure the best deal. 
 


