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 STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING 
 

 
Upper Committee Room Thursday   Time:  7.15 p.m. 
Scarth Memorial Village Hall     16th January 2014 
Staindrop 
 
Present: D Cook, A Guy, D Reed (in the Chair), J Waters and K Waters. 
 
Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 

 
103/13  PRESENTATION BY MR RON HOGG, POLICE AND CRIME 
COMMISSIONER FOR DURHAM 
 
The Chairman welcomed Mr Hogg to the meeting. 
 
Mr Hogg outlined his vision for County Durham and Darlington and explained his 
manifesto commitments for 2013-17 as well as the priorities that people in County 
Durham and Darlington had voted for as set out in the Police and Crime Plan. 
 
Reference was made to a number of issues which had previously been raised by the 
Parish Council as follows: 
 

 Speeding – Tackling speeding was a commitment in the Plan. This had also 
previously been a PACT priority for Staindrop and could be again if wished. 
Mr Hogg said he would be happy to come out with Councillors on a 
community speedwatch in Staindrop, if this was cleared through his diary. He 
was also making £20k available for vehicle activated signs etc. to be used in 
Durham and Darlington. 

 Future of Barnard Castle Police Office – The police were committed to 
maintaining a presence in Barnard Castle. The current police office was costly 
to run and a number of options were being explored, including joint use, but 
there would continue to be an office in the town. 

 Police Visibility – Staindrop was one of the most heavily policed villages in 
the locality and police vehicles travelling along the main road through the 
village also passed through several times each day. If there were specific 
issues that needed to be addressed Mr Hogg suggested that these be notified 
directly to the police who would investigate. 

 
Mr Hogg also apprised members about the financial challenges facing policing in 
County Durham with projected budget savings of over £13m required over the next 
three years. The situation in Durham was worse than in many other areas, because 
the prudence of the previous Police Authority had meant that precepts were low and 
government grants were greater. As it was these grants which were now being cut, 
the situation in Durham was worse than in other areas. 
 
Efforts were being made to replace police officers currently undertaking “back office” 
jobs with civilian staff and significant savings had already been made in salaries. The 
building of a new Police HQ at Aykley Heads, Durham and potential sales of land 
would also generate savings/income. Consideration was being given to a rise in the 
precept of 2%, and views were sought on this proposal. Members felt that a 2% 
increase seemed reasonable given the pressures on the policing budget.  
 
Mr Hogg explained, however, it was likely that reductions in police officers would still  
be necessary in the coming years. There had been some good news recently in  
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relation to bids against a Government innovation budget with success for projects 
linked to IT, Body cameras, Joint training etc. which were to be welcomed. 
 
Reference was made by members to the low turnout at local PACT meetings and low 
number of police support volunteers and it was agreed that the Teesdale Mercury 
would be asked if it could advertise forthcoming PACT meetings. The Parish Council 
could also publish details on its website. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That Mr Hogg be thanked for his attendance and presentation. 
 
104/13  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillor R J Humphries 
(unwell) and E Chicken (family illness) and from County Councillor G Richardson. 
 
105/13  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 

No interests were declared. 
 
106/13  MINUTES AND ACTION POINTS  
 

(a) The minutes of the meeting held on 21st November 2013 were confirmed as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
(b) A list outlining actions arising from issues determined at the meeting on 21st 

November 2013 was noted (for copy see file of minutes).  
 

(c) The Clerk reported that, in relation to dog fouling issues, information had now 
been obtained about the proposals initially raised by Gainford Parish Council to 
have a dedicated dog warden in the area who could be shared by Parish 
Councils. Information provided by the County Council who had been asked to 
provide figures revealed that the costs would be in the order of £50K including a 
van. It was unlikely that, even with a large number of Parish Councils contributing, 
the costs could be fully covered. In relation to any hourly provision from the 
existing pool of wardens, this would be dependent upon the wardens volunteering 
to undertake overtime. County officers had indicated that better advertising of 
telephone numbers to report inconsiderate dog walkers who did not clean up 
after their pets was a key issue. Reference was made to the increase in dog 
fouling along the “Black Path”. The problem seemed particularly bad on a 
morning, probably as a result of early morning dog walks.   

 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk notify the County Council about the dog fouling issues on the Black 
Path and that contact details for reporting incidents be advertised on the Parish 
Council website. 

 
107/13  POLICE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 
 
Councillor K Waters reported that there had been 61 calls in the period from 
November 2013 and 10 suspected activities.  
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108/13  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
The Chairman referred to a recent meeting of the Teesdale Local Councils Forum 
held at Scarth Hall, which had been attended by himself and the Vice-Chairman.  
 
There had been discussions about a number of issues, including progress with 
broadband in the rural areas of Durham which seemed to be currently held up. Steve 
Ragg from the County Durham Association of Local Councils had also been present. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 
 
109/13  VILLAGE GREEN 
 
Reference was made to the recent damage to the South Green at its eastern end 
near the hairdressers, caused by overrunning vehicles and to Councillor Chicken’s 
recent email proposing a seat on the green in this location to prevent overrunning. 
Concern was expressed about health and safety issues and the siting of a seat close 
to the green perimeter. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the most suitable solution would be the erection of 3-4 bollards at this location 
and the Clerk be requested to put arrangements in hand. 
 
110/13  PLAYGROUND 
 
The Clerk reported that a letter had now been received from Ms. Joy Crowther, who 
had expressed an interest in the redundant play equipment. Mrs Crowther had 
agreed to the terms and conditions drawn up by the Council and had indicated that 
removal would take place in 2014 on a mutually convenient date to be agreed. 
 
111/13  BUDGET AND PRECEPT 
 
The Clerk provided details of the budget and precept figures agreed by the Finance 
Sub-Committee which were recommended for approval (for copy see file). The 
Finance Sub-Committee was also recommending a donation of £100 towards 
Butterwick Hospice in the current year and an increase in the Clerk’s salary (linked to 
the local government pay settlement) of 1% backdated to 1st April 2013. 
 
The Clerk retired from the room during the discussion about his salary and took no 
part in that item. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the proposed expenditure against the budget heads outlined in the 
details circulated and the budget total be agreed for 2014-15 and the precept 
be that figure less LCTSS grant. 

2. That a donation of £100 be made to Butterwick Hospice. 
3. That the Clerk’s salary be increased by 1% with effect from 1st April 2013 

 
112/13  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

The following correspondence was considered: 
 

(a) Information from the County Durham Association of Local Councils. 
(b) Open Spaces Society – request for additional funding. 
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(c) Real Care Ltd – request for funding 
(d) County of Durham School Benevolent Fund – request for funding. 
 

RESOLVED:  
 

1. That the Council note the correspondence. 
2. That Councillors D Cook and partner and A Guy and partner be nominated for 

attendance at the Royal Garden Party. 
3. That no contributions be made in respect of the requests for donations from the 

Open Spaces Society, Real Care Ltd. and the County of Durham Schools 
Benevolent Fund. 

4. No objections be submitted in respect of the proposed changes to the CDALC 
new area committee structure. 

 
113/13  CONSULTATION BY DURHAM COUNTY COUNCIL ON TREES POLICY 
 
The Clerk reported that, following the previous distribution of the consultation 
document to members, some comments had been received from Councillor Chicken. 
Some of the issues raised appeared to be covered in the proposed policy document, 
but there was an issue which Councillor Chicken had raised about applicants to the 
County Council, seeking enforcement in relation to high hedges, having to pay a fee 
and how this might be a disincentive to members of the public on low incomes.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Parish Council make representations to the County Council in relation to the 
policy for  charging members of the public who refer issues about high hedges to the 
County Council for enforcement.  
 
114/13  PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP: LADDER STILE AT SCAIFE HOUSE   
 
The Clerk reported that, following the agreement of Mr Beadle, the contractor had 
now been instructed to commence works on the construction of a ladder stile at 
Scaife House. The Parish Council would need to settle the bill initially but the full cost 
would then be paid by the County Council. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That authority be given for the works at a cost of £580 plus VAT, to be subsequently 
reclaimed from the County Council.  
 
115/13  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
The following applications/issues were considered: 
 
Current Applications: 
 
Application No. 6/2013/0332/DM/LB – Ivor House, 1 South Green, Staindrop. Listed 
building consent for provision of new roof. No objections lodged. 
 
Applications Nos. 6/2013/0372/DM and 6/2013/0373/DM/LB – The Carriage House, 
16 Front Street, Staindrop. Erection of Glazed link. No objections lodged.  
 
Application No. 6/2013/0359/DM/LB - Stangarth House, 6 South Green. 
Replacement of existing ground floor bow window. No objections lodged. 
 
Application No. 6/2013/0374/DM - 4 St Gregory Close, Staindrop. Replace existing 
window with a bay window. No objections lodged. 
 
 



5 
 

 
Application No. 6/2013/0382/DM/TP - Staindrop Hall, 20 Front Street. Fell existing 
sycamore tree protected by TPO. No objections lodged. 
 
In relation to the above applications, the Clerk referred to the practice which had 
developed in recent years for dealing with applications where the response deadlines 
fell between meetings of the Parish Council. These were now circulated to members 
by email with links to the application information on the County Council website with 
a request for comments/objections by a set date, following which the Clerk 
responded to the County Council accordingly. Whilst there was also a Planning 
Committee which could be called at short notice, members were asked to regularise 
the above mechanism which had arisen in recent years for the avoidance of any 
doubt. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
1. That the Parish Council notes the above planning applications and confirms the 

actions taken. 
2. That, other than in cases where it is considered by the Chairman or Vice-

Chairman that a special meeting of the Council, or a Planning Sub-Committee 
meeting should be called, the Clerk be delegated, in consultation with the 
Chairman or Vice -Chairman, to consult with members on planning applications 
whose response deadlines fall outside the normal meetings schedule of the 
Parish Council and that the Clerk be authorised to then respond to the County 
Council accordingly. The details to be reported to the next meeting.  

 
116/13  CO-OPTED MEMBER VACANCIES 
 

The Clerk reported that, following the vacancy on the Council which had arisen in 
respect of Mrs Liz McCombie, it would be necessary to notify the County Council to 
enable the vacancy to be advertised. 
 
The Chairman reported that he had been notified by Councillor Hatton of his intention 
to resign because of work commitments and family illness. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the County Council be notified of the two vacancies. 
2. That Councillor Hatton be thanked for his services 
3. Consideration of the school governor vacancy and cheque signatory issue 

following Councillor Hatton’s resignation be considered at a future meeting of the 
Council. 

 
117/13  INCOME AND ACCOUNTS 
 
The following was reported to and authorised by the Council: 
 
Income 
 

NIL 
 
Expenditure 
 

G Stockton (Litter picking – December 2013)*   - £52.33 
 

Scarth Memorial Village Hall Association (Room hire 21/11/13)* - £10.00 
 

T Bolton (Salary, postage and expenses December 2013)*  - £301.52 
 

HMRC PAYE for Clerk*      - £185.60 
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Open Spaces Society (Annual Subscription)*   - £45.00 
 

G Stockton (Litter picking – January 2014)    - £52.33 
 

T Bolton (Salary, postage and expenses January 2014)  - £277.35 
 

Society of Local Council Clerks Membership    - £58.00  
 

Butterwick Hospice       - £100.00 
 
*Under delegated powers 

 
118/13  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 
There were no questions submitted. 
 
119/13  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 20th February 2014 
at 7.15 p.m. 
 
 


