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 STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING 
 

 
Upper Committee Room Thursday   Time:  7.15 p.m. 
Scarth Memorial Village Hall       17th April 2014 
Staindrop 
 
Present: D Reed (in the Chair), A Guy, J Waters and K Waters. 
 
Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 

Anthony Smith (Applicant for Co-opted Member Vacancy) 
 
Martin Paul (Teesdale Mercury) 
 
157/13  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor D Cook (work commitments), 
Councillor E Chicken (holiday), Councillor R Humphries (holiday) and County 
Councillor G Richardson. The apologies from Parish Councillors Cook, Chicken and 
Humphries were approved. 
 
158/13  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 

No interests were declared. 
 
159/13  MINUTES AND ACTION POINTS  
 

(a) The minutes of the meeting held on 20th March were confirmed as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
(b) A list outlining actions arising from issues determined at the meeting on 20th 

March 2014 was noted (for copy see file of minutes).  
 

(c) In relation to the difficulties in the vicinity of Beckside Garage, the Clerk reported 
Raby Estate had now advised that the garage owner had, without prejudice, filled 
in the potholes. Raby had not responded to the Parish Council’s suggestion in 
relation to provision of a fence at the location adjacent to the bank side. The 
Environment Agency was to carry out a physical inspection of the bank side in 
the near future. 

 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Parish Council write to the owner of the garage, in relation to the works 
undertaken, thanking him on behalf of local residents. 
 
160/13  CO-OPTED MEMBER VACANCIES 
 
Mr Anthony Smith, an applicant for one of the casual vacancies on the Council, 
outlined the background to his application. Members thanked Mr Smith for his 
attendance and indicated that his application would be considered further by 
members in the closed part of the meeting and he would be contacted about the 
outcome in due course. 
 
161/13  POLICE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 
 
Councillor K Waters advised that there was nothing to report other than continuing 
issues with speeding on Winston Road. Councillor Guy referred to the twice yearly  
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meetings to discuss local issues which were now held by the Police and Crime 
Commissioner at Bishop Auckland. 
 
162/13  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
There was nothing to report. 
 
163/13  VILLAGE GREEN 
 
(a) Request from Staindrop Carnival Committee 

 
The Clerk reported that an email had been received from the Carnival Committee 
asking for permission to use the village green for the annual carnival in July 2014. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Carnival Committee be advised that the Parish Council has no objections to 
the use of the green in relation to the Byelaws, subject to the Committee obtaining 
any other necessary consents; having adequate insurance; and complying with any 
relevant health and safety requirements. 
 
(b) Bollards at Eastern end of South Green 
 
The Clerk advised that following the previous deliberations of the Parish Council in 
connection with this matter, he had now contacted the Council’s contractor asking 
him to proceed with the works. The Clerk was asked to request the contractor to 
carry out the works as soon as possible. 
 
(c) Stile at Scaife House 
 
The Chairman referred to the recent works carried out by Mr Fenwick, the contractor, 
to install a ladder stile at Scaife House using grant supplied by the Parish Paths 
Partnership and he reported on the quality of the structure. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Parish Council write to the contractor thanking him for the quality of the work 
undertaken. 
 
164/13  PLAYGROUND 
 
The Clerk reported for information that, following the discussion at the previous 
meeting, there would be a need to discuss the tendering and contract arrangements 
with the playground group to ensure that the Council’s financial requirements were 
being complied with and to ensure that VAT could be properly reclaimed. 
 
165/13  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

The following correspondence was considered: 
 

(a) Information from the County Durham Association of Local Councils (schedule 
attached). 

(b) Letter from Durham County Brass Band Association. 
(c) Public Paths Partnership (P3) Award letter dated 9th April 2014. 
(d) New Employment Allowance (Reductions in Employer NI contributions) Letter 

from the Prime Minister. 
(e) DCC Community Learning Funding Consultation – Event on 23rd April 
(f) Letter from TAP – AGM 14th May, Mickleton Village Hall: Invite to attend. 
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In relation to the Parish Paths Partnership letter, the Clerk reported that a grant of 
£374 had been offered to the Council. This included 50% of the cost of producing 
leaflets for two different walks around Staindrop, together with the cost of acrylic 
display holders. 
 
As regards the letter from the Prime Minister about national insurance breaks for 
employers, the Clerk advised that the Council had subsequently been advised by 
CDALC that this did not, in fact, apply to local authorities. 
 
RESOLVED:  

 

(i) That the Council note the correspondence and work on production of the 
leaflets be carried out during the Summer months.  

(ii) In the case of the Brass Band Association request, no donation be made.  
 
166/13  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
The following applications/issues were considered: 
 
(a) Applications Received Between Meetings to which Responses have been 

Submitted to Durham County Council in accordance with Delegated Powers 
(Minute No. 115/13 (2) refers) 

 

Application Nos. DM/14/00400/FPA and DM/14/00401/LB - Single Storey Rear 
Extension and Re-roofing of Gazebo at 4 North Green Staindrop – The Clerk advised 
that, following consultation with members, the County Council had been advised that 
the Parish Council had no objections in principle to the application, subject to an 
assessment by officers as to whether the tiles in the dining room which were 
proposed to be lifted, were of any historic importance. 
 
(b) Decisions made by the County Council on Applications 
 
Application No. 6/2014/0030/DM – Installation of Satellite Dish and Solar Panel 
(retrospective) at Vane Cottage, 18 Office Square, Staindrop: Application approved 
(the Parish Council had objected to the application). 
 
(c) Black Swan Public House – Planning Complaint 
 
The Clerk reported that the Council had been advised of an anonymous complaint in 
respect of the previously approved development at the Black Swan Public House. 
The complainant had referred to conditions in the planning permission concerning a 
bathroom window in the development which overlooked a neighbouring property and 
was required to have obscure glazing and be fixed and which appeared not to have 
been complied with. The County Council were currently investigating. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

(i) That the Parish Council response to the application listed at (a) above be 
confirmed.   

 

(ii) That the decision of the County Council in relation to the planning application 
outlined at (b) above, and of the complaint about an alleged breach of planning 
permission outlined at (c) above both be noted. 

 
167/13 AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS FOR 2013/14 
 
The Clerk advised that details of the audit for Staindrop Parish Council had now been 
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received. The records had to be made available from 28th April to 27th May and the  
return submitted to the Council’s External Auditors by 28th May 2014. Copies of the 
following documents were submitted to the Council for consideration: 
 

(a) Schedules of income and expenditure for 2013-14. 
(b) Copy of Parts 1 and 2 of the Annual Return for 2013-14 
(c) Statement of Support. 

 

(for copies see file of minutes). 
 

The documents, once approved by Council, would then be submitted to the Internal 
Auditor for checking before any amendments and final approval by the Council and 
submission to the External Auditors. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the schedules of income and expenditure be approved.  
2. That Part 1 of the Annual Return (Accounting Statements) be approved and 

signed accordingly 
3. That part 2 of the Annual (Annual Governance Statement) be completed and the 

answers to questions 1-8 be “yes” and to question 9 be “NA” to indicate that the 
Council has fully complied with the governance requirements. 

4. That the documents be submitted to the Internal Auditor for checking and 
certification before any amendments and final approval by Council and 
submission to the External Auditors by 28th May. 

 
168/13  INCOME AND ACCOUNTS 
 
The following was reported to and authorised by the Council: 
 
Income 
 

Durham County Council P3 Grant for Ladder Stile (recd. 19/3/14) - £580.00 
 
Precept and Grant for 2014-15      - £15,006 
 
Expenditure 
 

G Stockton (Litter picking – April 2014. Includes increase)   - £52.92 
 
Scarth Memorial Village Hall Association (Room hire 20/3/14) - £31.00 
Also includes payment for hall hire on 13 & 16/1/14 of £21.00 
which was previously authorised and paid on cheque 
No. 101852.  Scarth Hall state that cheque has not been 
received. Inquiries of Barclays reveal cheque has not been 
cashed. 
 
T Bolton (Salary, postage and expenses (April 2014)   - £298.49 
 
JB & JA Fenwick (Installation of ladder stile at Scaife House) - £696.00 
(£580 plus £116.00 VAT) 
 
Teesdale Consultants (Payroll Services £150.00 + £30.00 VAT) - £180.00 
 
CDALC/NALC Annual Subscription and LCR Subscription  - £170.45 
 
 
 

 



5 
 

 
169/13  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 
There were no questions submitted. 
 
170/13  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Parish Council as to be held on Thursday 15th May 2014 at 
7.15 p.m. 
 
171/13  EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting because of 
the need to consider legal and financial advice in connection with issues related to 
the village greens at Staindrop.  
 
172/13  TO DETERMINE AN APPLICATION FOR CO-OPTION TO THE COUNCIL 
 
Members considered the application by Mr Anthony Smith to become a co-opted 
member of the Council. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That Mr Anthony Smith be co-opted as a Councillor, subject to completion of the 
usual formalities. 
 
173/13  STAINDROP VILLAGE GREENS 
 
(a) Registration of Title to Staindrop Village Green 

 
The Clerk advised members that the investigations by Councillor Humphries and 
himself into Lord Barnard’s application to register title to the village greens at 
Staindrop had now been concluded. Whilst it was clear that the Parish Council had 
acted as custodian of the green; was responsible for Byelaws to control activities on 
the green; and had cut the grass on the greens over many years; Lord Barnard’s 
application was based on his role as Lord of the Manor in relation to these areas of 
land and documentary evidence to this effect had been supplied to the Land Registry 
in support of the application. 
 
It was clear, however, that the Parish Council did have documentary evidence by 
way of a conveyance, to support its claim to ownership of a small part of the village 
green at the western end of the village near the Middleton in Teesdale road junction.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Parish Council informs the Land Registry that it does not wish to object to 
the greater part of the application by Lord Barnard to register his title to the land, but 
that an objection be lodged to that area at the western end of the village which was 
previously conveyed to the Parish Council and for which documentary evidence of 
title exists.  
 

(b) Footpath on North Green 
 

The Clerk referred to the previous considerations of the Council prior to Lord 
Barnard’s title application, concerning the condition of the east-west footpath and 
diagonal footpath on North Green and to the results of a recent inspection 
undertaken by the County Council at the Parish Council’s request.  
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The detailed costings had now been received from the County Council. These 
suggested that the cost of undertaking works at the locations previously identified as 
being actionable were £8,642.51 (this included the diagonal yorkstone path) based 
on the work being ordered as a whole. The figures included an indicative cost for 
those locations where tree roots were involved, but could rise depending on the 
severity of the problems at these locations. The cost for re-laying and refurbishment 
of the whole of the path would be in the order of £68,000. 
 
Members were reminded that the paths were not adopted and, on the basis of advice 
previously received, any liability lay with the landowner. However, members had 
agreed in principle that they wished to see repairs carried out and were prepared to 
provide some funding if necessary. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That, without admission of liability on its part, the Council approves the carrying out 
of repair works funded by the Council to the footpaths at the lower figure indicated by 
the County Council and that Lord Barnard, as freehold owner of the land, be 
approached for a contribution towards the cost of those repairs. 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed................................................................................. 
 
Chairman of the meeting on 15th May 2014 


