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STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING 
 

 
Upper Committee Room Thursday   Time:  7.30 p.m. 
Scarth Memorial Village Hall     19th March 2015 
Staindrop 
 
Present:  D Chapman E Chicken, S Devonport, A Guy, R J Humphries, D Reed (in 
the Chair) and A Smith. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 
Representatives from Northern Echo and Teesdale Mercury.  
 
Mr A Davies (local resident) 
 
 

139/14  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 

Any apology for absence was received from Councillor Kinch (illness). 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the absence be approved. 
 

140/14  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 

Councillor Reed declared an interest in relation to Item 15 on the agenda (Staindrop 
Village Green issues). 
 

141/14  MINUTES AND ACTION POINTS  
 

(a) The minutes of the meeting held on 19th February 2015 were confirmed as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

(b) A list outlining actions arising from issues determined at the February meeting 
was noted (for copy see file of minutes).  

 

142/14  POLICE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 
 

(a) To receive information about Crime and Disorder Matters 
 

There was nothing to report. 
 

143/14  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 

Councillor Chicken provided a brief update on Scarth Hall issues. 
 

144/14  VILLAGE GREEN 
 

(a) To consider any issues concerning the Village Green 
 

The Clerk reported that he had consulted the Byelaws following issues raised at the 
last meeting about “A” boards being placed on the green and confirmed that the 
Byelaws prohibited such actions.  
 
(b) Car Parking 
 

The Clerk reported that a letter had been sent to Scarth Hall Management Committee 
asking if the current arrangements advising hirers of the hall to remind attendees at  



2 
 

 
 
events to park responsibly and not to park on the village green could be strengthened. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the position be noted. 
 

2. That arrangements be made for a public meeting about parking issues in 
Staindrop to which the County Council the police and the public be invited to 
attend. 

 

145/14  PLAYGROUND 
 

There was nothing to report other than that the orders had now been placed. 
 

146/14  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

The following correspondence was considered: 
 

(a) Information from County Durham Association of Local Councils (schedule 
attached). 

(b) Regional Event – devolution of powers to regional government 
(c) Response to Parish Council request to Digital Durham for information about 

superfast broadband roll-out in Staindrop (circulated previously electronically) 
(d) Scout and Guide Hut – Appeal for funding. 
 

In relation to the list of CDALC documents, Councillor Humphries referred to the 
Inspector’s initial comments on the County Durham Plan which, depending on the 
response of the County Council, meant that planning decisions seemed likely to be 
continued to be made under the old Plan policies for some time. 
 
The Clerk reported that Councillor Kinch had attended a meeting at County Hall 
earlier that week about devolution of powers from Government to the Regions and 
would present a brief report in due course. Members had been previously circulated 
with details as part of a consultation exercise and were asked to let the Clerk have 
any comments on the consultation (if any) no later than 27th March. 
 
With regard to the information from Digital Durham about broadband issues, the 
Clerk was asked to contact the Head of ICT at the County Council to request that an 
officer (preferably the person project managing the roll-out in Staindrop) attend a 
future meeting of the Council to explain the detailed proposals. 
 
Concerning the Scout and Guide Hut, members referred to the costs of the new hut 
which seemed excessive and on which support and advice might be provided by the 
Council. 
 

RESOLVED:  
 

(i) CDALC Correspondence: 
That the Council note the CDALC report. 

(ii) Superfast Broadband 
That a request for an officer from Digital Durham to attend a future meeting of 
the Council to explain the roll-out proposals be made. 

(iii) New Scout and Guide Hut for Staindrop 
That contact be made with the Scout and Guide Leader offering discussions 
and support from the Council in relation to the proposals. 

(iv) Devolution of Powers to Regional Government 
That Councillor Kinch provide an update on the event at the next meeting of the 
Council. 
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147/14  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

The following applications/issues were considered: 
 

Current Planning Applications 
 

DM/15/00493/LB  Listed building application for the replacement of all windows and 
doors, internal alterations and installation of roof light to rear to allow loft 
conversion at 4 South Green Staindrop Darlington County Durham DL2 3LD   
 

DM/15/00600/FPA  Replacement of all windows and doors, internal alterations and 
installation of roof light to rear to allow loft conversion at 4 South Green Staindrop 
Darlington County Durham DL2 3LD    
 

DM/15/00293/FPA  Erection of access ramp to rear and 9 No. external lights at 
Scarth Memorial Hall 5 South Green Staindrop Darlington County Durham DL2 3LD  
 

DM/15/00292/FPA  Residential development of 5 No. dwellings and associated 
demolition of rear buildings at The Old School House 28 Front Street Staindrop 
Darlington County Durham DL2 3NH  
 

Applications Received Between Meetings to which Responses have been 
Submitted to Durham County Council in accordance with Delegated Powers 
(Minute No. 115/13 (2) refers) 
 
DM/15/00100/FPA: Demolition of bungalow and erection of new dwelling at 70 
Winston Road Staindrop Darlington County Durham DL2 3NN - No objections lodged. 
 
Decisions made by the County Council on Applications 
 

None. 
 
In relation to the application for No. 4 South Green, whilst the proposal for new 
wooden windows at the front of the property was welcomed, reference was made to 
the UPVC windows proposed at the rear of the property. It also appeared that the 
house had been gutted in advance of planning permission being obtained.  
 

Councillor Smith referred to the proposal in relation to Scarth Hall and asked about 
the design of the electronic display boards. Councillor Chicken advised these would 
not be finally determined until it was known whether the grant for the works had been 
successful. 
 

As regards the application for 5 No. dwellings at The Old School House, reference 
was made to the previously expressed concerns of the Parish Council about 
development in this area, with reference to traffic and highways issues and 
particularly in relation to the narrowness of Swan Wynd. In Appendix 5 of the PSS - 
the County Council's formal response of 24th October 2014 to the applicants pre-
application letter – the point was made about the need to have access to the site as 
close as possible to the current one and not too far to the west so as "to lessen 
conflict with pedestrians and other vehicles" and it also stressed the need for "no 
encroachment into the existing narrow Swan Wynd carriageway".  
 

The Council felt that not only was the road narrow here, it also led to the "Black Path" 
which was a well used footpath, particularly by children on their way to and from 
school. The County Council needed to be satisfied that the proposed layout 
adequately dealt with these issues before any permission was granted and the 
Parish Council would also wanted to know whether, if permission was granted, 
whether there was likely to be any Section 106 agreement as part of the scheme. 
 

Regarding the application for demolition of a bungalow and erection of a new 
dwelling at 70 Winston Road, Councillor Smith said in his response to the  
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consultation by the Clerk he had objected to the proposal due to the differing roof 
lines and the reasons given for demolition of the property. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That, whilst the Council raise no objections in principle in relation to the proposal 
at No. 4 South Green, the views of the Parish Council outlined above be drawn to 
the attention of the County Council. 

2. That the comments of the Parish Council as set out above in relation to the 
proposal for 5 No. dwellings at the Old School House be sent to the County 
Council as the Parish Council’s response to the planning consultation. 

 

148/14  RENEWAL OF PARISH COUNCIL INSURANCE 
 
The Clerk referred to the renewal quote for the Parish Council insurance for 2015-16 
of £265 prior to the playground cover being included. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the quote be accepted. 
 
149/14  INCOME AND ACCOUNTS 
 

The following was reported to and authorised by the Council: 
 

Income 
 
J Wilson – Annual Rent Goosepool     - £10.00 
 
Expenditure 
 
G Stockton (Litter picking – March 2015)    - £52.92 
 
T Bolton (Salary, postage & expenses, inc. back pay March 2015) - £297.29 
 
HMRC (PAYE 4th Quarter)      - £191.60 
 
Broker Network Ltd. (Parish Council Insurance 2015-16)  - £265.00 
 
Groundwork North East & Cumbria – Playground Fees  - £2,222.90 
(£1852.42 plus £370.48 VAT) 
 

150/14  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

Reference was made to the actions of, it was assumed, some local residents who 
were placing bin bags into the litter bin receptacles in the village after the collections 
by the County Council. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Council write to the County Council asking if it is aware of the problem, what 
the current arrangements are for emptying of the litter bins and whether increasing 
the schedule for emptying these bins might alleviate the problem. 
 

151/14  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 16th April 2015. 
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152/14  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the  
following item because of the need to consider legal issues in relation to the 
footpaths on North Green. 
 

153/14  VILLAGE GREEN ISSUES 
 

Councillor Reed declared an interest prior to consideration of this item and withdrew 
from the meeting. 
 
The Clerk referred to the recent accidents on North Green footpaths and of the 
discussions over the previous year with Raby Estate, the landowners, in an attempt 
to remedy the issues on the paths, which were unadopted but appeared to have 
highway rights. The Estate had been contacted since the accidents asking if warning 
notices could be erected, but had taken no action to date. It was understood that a 
claim may have been submitted to the County Council and the Parish Council’s 
insurers had been advised of the position. 
 
Members considered the role of the Parish Council in relation to its Byelaw powers; 
and the fact that, as it was not the landowner it did not consider itself legally 
responsible for the paths. Concern was expressed about the safety of users of the 
greens should the defects in the path, particularly at its eastern end, not be remedied 
by the Estate. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Council write to Raby Estate (subject to prior consultation with the Council’s 
insurers) outlining its views and concerns, urging Raby to act as soon as possible to 
correct the footpath defects and prevent any further accidents. 
    
 
 
 
 
  


