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STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING 
 

 
Upper Committee Room Thursday   Time:  7.15 p.m. 
Scarth Memorial Village Hall       16th April 2015 
Staindrop 
 
Present:  D Chapman E Chicken, S Devonport, R J Humphries, D Kinch, D Reed (in 
the Chair) and A Smith. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 
Representative from the Teesdale Mercury.  
 
Janine Docherty (Digital Durham) 
 
154/14  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor A Guy (work commitments) and 
from Katie Richardson (Northern Echo). 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That Councillor Guy’s absence be approved. 
 

155/14  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 

Councillor Reed declared an interest in relation to Item 18 on the agenda (Staindrop 
Village Green issues). Councillor Smith declared an interest in relation to Item 12 
(planning application - Staindrop Primary School) as a governor at the school. 
 

156/14  MINUTES AND ACTION POINTS  
 

(a) The minutes of the meeting held on 19th March 2015 were confirmed as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

(b) A list outlining actions arising from issues determined at the March meeting was 
noted (for copy see file of minutes).  

 

In relation to the parking issues in Staindrop, the Clerk outlined the correspondence 
with the County Council and the police in relation to a meeting to discuss the issues. 
The police were suggesting this matter was dealt with at the local PACT meeting. 
Both the County Council and police were suggesting a prior walkabout for 
themselves with councillors to ascertain the problem areas prior to any public 
meeting. Councillor Chicken referred to the need to gather information about 
inconsiderate parking and parking issues prior to any meeting taking place. There 
were also issues about parking problems at different times of the day. 
 
Regarding the previous issue of domestic rubbish being placed in litter bins, the Clerk 
advised that he had now received a response from the County Council advising that 
the litter bins were emptied weekly and the County Council was not aware of any 
problems with domestic waste in bins, other than one receptacle near the former 
Black Swan public house. The usual cause of such actions was because the 
person’s refuse bin had been stolen. Councillor Devonport advised that he was 
aware of the person dumping rubbish and had spoken with them. 
 

 
 



 

2 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That information about the problem parking areas be gathered and a prior site  
meeting (or meetings) be held with the County Council and the Police in advance of a 
public meeting to be convened by the Parish Council. 

 

157/14 BROADBAND ISSUES IN STAINDROP  
 
This item was advanced up the agenda to enable the officer to present her report and 
leave the meeting within a reasonable timescale. 
 

The Chairman welcomed Janine Docherty from Digital Durham who was present to 
give an update on broadband coverage in Staindrop.  
 

Janine provided a plan showing the current extent of fibre broadband in Staindrop 
and advised that fibre was already accessible by 600 properties in the village, of 
which 20% had taken up superfast broadband. It was expected that speeds of at 
least 15 Mbps should be available. A further cabinet (outside Scarth Hall) was 
expected to come into operation in 2015 which should complete the roll-out of fibre 
broadband in Staindrop. If residents were concerned about the appearance of the 
cabinets, there were “wraps” which were available at a cost of £400.  
 

Councillors who wished to check availability and speeds could do so on a BT website 
– www.btadslwholesalechecker. If the speed to the cabinet shown in the top left of 
the results box was greater than 8 mbps, then it was likely that infinity broadband 
was available. For those properties in rural areas who could not receive superfast 
broadband, consideration was being given by the Government to a voucher scheme 
to support people who wished to access broadband via satellite. 
 

Reference was made to the way in which broadband speeds would reduce between 
the cabinet and the property served, as the last part of the service was delivered 
using copper wire on the last stage. The further the property served was from the 
cabinet, the greater the drop off in speed. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That Digital Durham be thanked for the update on the roll-out of fibre broadband in 
Staindrop. 
 

158/14  POLICE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 
 

There was nothing to report. 
 

159/14  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 

Councillor Kinch provided a brief report on his attendance at an event about 
devolution of Government powers to the regions. The event had been more in the 
way of a consultation event. 
 

Councillor Kinch further reported on the Teesdale Travellers Forum and the 
arrangements being made for temporary stop over site provision in the area during 
the annual migration. 
 

160/14  VILLAGE GREEN 
 

(a) To consider any issues concerning the Village Green 
 

The Clerk reported that, following a discussion with the Chairman, he had asked the 
Council’s contractor to re-set some bollards on the North Green on the side access 
splays onto the main road which had been knocked over by vehicles.  
 



 

3 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the works be approved. 
 

161/14  PLAYGROUND 
 

The Clerk advised that following the placement of the orders, he had been advised 
that the installation of the playground equipment was programmed for the first week 
in June. 
 

After discussion with the Chairman, contact had been made with the Council’s 
insurers about the additional costs for including the playground equipment and safety 
surfaces in the Council’s insurance. A figure of £109.03 had been quoted for £30,000 
of cover per annum. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted and approval be given for the addition of £30,000 of 
cover in the Council’s insurance policy in respect of the playground equipment and 
safety surfaces at an additional annual cost of £109.03 with immediate effect. 
 

162/14  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

The following correspondence was considered: 
 

(a) Information from County Durham Association of Local Councils (schedule 
attached) 

(b) Public Paths Partnership Award of Grant Letter 
(c) Request from St. Mary’s Church for donation towards Flower Festival 
(d) Response from Woodview Medical Practice about staff parking in Dovecote 

Street advising that staff have been asked to park more considerately in future 
(e) Email from local resident about parking problems in Staindrop 
(f) Response from DCC Rights of Way officer about stile on footpath at west end of 

village. 
 

Regarding the condition of stiles at the west end of the village, the Chairman advised 
that he thought there were still problems with a stile in a stone wall at Ladyclose near 
The Orchards. 
 
RESOLVED:  

 

(i) CDALC Correspondence: 
That the Council note the CDALC report. 

(ii) Flower Festival 
That a donation of £100 be made towards St Mary’s Flower Festival. 

(iii) Condition of stile at west end of village 
That the Clerk advise the County Council about the ongoing problem with the 
stile near The Orchards and Ladyclose. 

(iv) Email from local resident about parking problems 
That the comments be noted and fed into the proposed discussions with 
officers from the County Council and the Police about parking. 

(v) Public Paths Partnership 
That the award letter be noted. 

 

163/14 NEW TRANSPARENCY REQUIREMENTS ON LOCAL COUNCILS WITH A 
TURNOVER OF LESS THAN £25,000 PER ANNUM 
 
The Clerk reported on a recent training session organised by CDALC which he had 
attended about the new transparency requirements on local councils. 
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It was now clear that the proposals, which had originally been drafted in consultation 
with NALC, were no longer to be advisory, but were to be mandatory. There was 
great concern about this change, and the way in which the proposals had to be  
implemented from 1st April 2015, given that many smaller local councils had little or 
no time to establish websites on which the information required was supposed to be  
published. The County Association was attempting to work with smaller local councils, 
(many of whom were Teesdale councils) in an attempt to establish a workable 
solution in the short term. 
 

The Clerk outlined the new Code, which included, amongst other matters, 
requirements to publish on the internet all council expenditure over £100 by 1st July 
following the end of each financial year. Additionally, other information including 
details of councillor’s roles, and other budgetary information, minutes and reports 
were also expected to be published on a free, publicly accessible website. The 
Staindrop website had the capacity to meet the new requirements and had already 
been updated in part. In relation to expenditure, it was suggested that it would be 
simpler (and more transparent) for all expenditure simply to be published at the 
financial year end.  
 

Councillor Kinch referred to the growing demands upon Clerks, particularly in smaller 
authorities, and to the turnover of staff as a result. There was a need to ensure 
regular reviews of Clerks roles and responsibilities. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the new requirements be implemented and that all expenditure be published 
following financial year end. 
 

164/14  GOVERNMENT CONSULTATION ON PROPOSALS TO EXTEND 
JURISDICTION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT OMBUDSMAN TO LOCAL 
COUNCILS 
 

The Clerk reported on information received from CDALC about a consultation by the 
Government to extend the jurisdiction of the Local Government Ombudsman to local 
councils. A number of proposals had been made about whether this should be done 
on the basis of population bandings, or precept, or both, with the suggestion that 
larger local councils with populations of 35,000 or greater were in a similar position to 
smaller District Councils who were already subject to investigation by the 
Ombudsman. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the council respond to the consultation indicating that only local councils with a 
population of 35,000 or greater should be subject to Local Government Ombudsman 
jurisdiction and that population should be the sole indicator.  
 
165/14  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

The following applications/issues were considered. 
 

Councillor Smith declared an interest in relation to the application for Staindrop 
Primary School, as a school governor, and took no part in the discussion relating to 
that item. 
 

(a) Current Applications Received By the County Council  
 

Application No. DM/15/00875/FPA: Erection of Agricultural Shed at Gawen House, 
Moor Road, Staindrop. 
 

Application No. DM/15/00889/FPA: Erection of single storey classroom extension to 
front of Staindrop Church Of England Primary School, Swan Wynd, Staindrop. 
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Application No.  DM15/00931/FPA : Front and Rear Extensions and Timber Shed at 
6 St. Gregory Close, Staindrop. 
 
(b) Decisions made by the County Council on Previous Applications 
 

Application No. DM/15/00294/AD – 2 No. Illuminated Display Boards on front 
elevation of Scarth Hall, 5 South Green, Staindrop. Application Approved. 
 

Application No. DM/15/00228/FPA – Erection of Timber Shed to rear garden of 
Ewbanke Old Hall, 20A Front Street, Staindrop. Application Approved. 
 

Application No. DM/15/00100/FPA - Demolition of bungalow and erection of new 
dwelling at 70 Winston Road, Staindrop. Application Approved.   
 

Referring to Application No. DM/15/00493/LB: Listed building application for the 
replacement of all windows and doors, internal alterations and installation of roof light 
to rear to allow loft conversion at 4 South Green Staindrop, the Clerk advised that the 
Parish Council’s concerns about the provision of UPVC windows at the rear of the 
property had been submitted to the County Council and subsequent discussions with 
the applicant by the planning authority had resulted in an amendment to allow for all 
timber windows at the rear. The application had been approved as amended.   
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That no objections be raised to the applications at (a) above. 
2. That the approved applications at (b) above be noted. 
 

166/14  AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS 2014-15 
 
The Clerk advised that details of the 2014-15 audit for Staindrop Parish Council had 
now been received.  
 

Copies of the following documents were submitted to the Council for consideration: 
 

(a) Schedules (draft) of income and expenditure for 2014-15. 
(b) Copy of Parts 1 and 2 of the Annual Return for 2014-15 
(c) Statement of Support. 

 

(for copies see file of minutes). 
 

The documents, once approved by Council, would then be submitted to the Internal 
Auditor for checking before any amendments and final approval by the Council at its 
May meeting and submission to the External Auditors. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the draft schedules of income and expenditure be noted.  
2. That part 2 of the Annual Return (Annual Governance Statement) be completed 

and the answers to questions 1-8 be “yes” and to question 9 be “NA” to indicate 
that the Council has fully complied with the governance requirements. 

3. That the statement of support be approved. 
4. That the documents be submitted to the Internal Auditor for checking and 

certification before any amendments and final approval by Council at its May 
meeting prior to submission to the external auditors 

 

167/14  INCOME AND ACCOUNTS 
 

The following was reported to and authorised by the Council: 
 

 
Income 
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Big Lottery (Playground)      - £9997.00 
 

Durham County Council (Playground)    - £10,000 
 

HMRC – VAT Refund       - £1166.51 
 

Bank Interest 2014-15      - £5.57 
 
Expenditure 
 

G Stockton (Litter picking – April 2015)    - £54.17 
 

T Bolton (Salary, postage, expenses, paper, inks etc. 2015) - £404.15 
(Paper, inks and toner element - £117.46) 
 

Teesdale Consultants – payroll calculation fees 2015-16  
(£150 + £30.00 VAT)       - £180.00 
 

Raby Estate – Land Rent for Playground to 10/10/15  - £15.00 
 

County Durham Association of Local Councils (Annual Returns 
Training)        - £27.00 
 

Broker Network Ltd. (Additional Insurance: Playground)  - £109.03 
 

St Mary’s Church Flower Festival - Donation    - £100.00 
 

168/14  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

Reference was made to the proposals for signage at Scarth Hall and the need for the 
Parish Council to review its notice board provision. It was suggested that new notice 
boards might be erected on the sides of bus shelters in the village. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk investigate the costs of notice board provision. 
 

169/14  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting of the Parish Council (Annual) will be held on Thursday 21st May, 
2015. 
 

170/14  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the  
following item because of the need to consider legal issues in relation to the 
footpaths on North Green. 
 

171/14  VILLAGE GREEN ISSUES 
 

Councillor Reed declared an interest in the following item and withdrew from the 
meeting. 
 

The Clerk reported that, following the last meeting, and consultation with the 
Council’s insurers, he had written to Raby Estate to outline the Parish Council’s 
views in relation to the footpaths on North Green and to express concern about the 
continuing risks of injury to local people should action by the landowners to repair the 
footpaths not be undertaken. No response had yet been received. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted. 
 


