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STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING 
 

 
Upper Committee Room Thursday   Time:  7.15 p.m. 
Scarth Memorial Village Hall       18th June 2015 
Staindrop 
 
Present:  D Chapman E Chicken, S Devonport, A Guy, R J Humphries, D Reed (in 
the Chair) and A Smith. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 
Representative from the Teesdale Mercury.  
 
23/15  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 

An apology for absence was received from Councillor D Kinch (family illness). 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That Councillor Kinch’s absence be approved. 
 

24/15  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 

There were no declarations of interest. 
 

25/15 ANY APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

There were no applications for Dispensations. 
 

26/15  MINUTES AND ACTION POINTS  
 

(a) The minutes of the meeting held on 21st May 2015 were confirmed as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman, subject to the amendment of Minute 10/15 to 
include the following in the resolution – “and the Clerk be confirmed as the 
Council’s responsible financial officer”. 

 

(b) A list outlining actions arising from issues determined at the May meeting was 
noted (for copy see file of minutes).  

 

In relation to the parking issues in Staindrop, the Clerk advised that the site meeting 
with representatives from the Constabulary and County Council was to be held on 
22nd June at 3.00 p.m. 
 
With reference to the proposals for new Parish Council notice boards, Councillor 
Chicken referred to his previous exchange of emails with other councillors in relation 
to this matter and suggested that the erection of new notice boards on the bus 
shelters owned by the Parish Council might not receive the best footfall. In the 
ensuing discussion it was suggested that notices on a pole mounted board situated 
on the green near to the Spar shop might receive more attention 
 
The Clerk advised that the final order for the notice boards had not yet been placed 
as he had been awaiting details from the company about mounting arrangements for 
the new boards. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the previous decision of the Council be deferred pending investigation by the 
Clerk of the costs and arrangements for provision of a pole mounted notice board on 
the village green near the Spar shop. 
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27/15 QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC  
 

The Clerk advised that no questions had been notified to the Council. 
 

28/15  POLICE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 
 

There was nothing to report from the PACT. Councillor Guy referred to the recent 
survey which had been circulated from the Police and Crime Commissioner. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That Councillor Guy complete the survey on behalf of the Council. 
 

29/15  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 

The Clerk referred to a recent meeting of the CDALC Smaller Local Councils Forum 
at which the County Durham Local Plan was one of the issues discussed. As the 
Parish Council was aware, the County Council was seeking a judicial review of the 
Inspector’s interim findings.  
 
Reference was made by members to the policies which might apply in Staindrop until 
such time as the County Durham Plan issues were resolved and a new Plan 
approved. There was also uncertainty about the conservation area status of the 
greater part of the village which had been discussed with the County Council officers 
previously, particularly in regard to whether an Article 4 Direction was to be 
implemented for Staindrop. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk seeks clarification from the County Council in relation to the Planning 
Policy and Article 4 Direction issues. 
 

30/15  VILLAGE GREEN 
 

(a) Ownership and Permission for Works on the Village Green 
 

The Clerk reported that Councillor Smith had raised an issue about permission for 
holding part of Staindrop Carnival on the village green, following the usual request to 
the Parish Council for its agreement. The agreement of the Parish Council had been 
given, but the issue of consent from Raby Estate (as landowners) had also been 
mentioned in the response. Raby had subsequently advised that it had never 
previously been asked for permission by the Carnival Committee and this was a 
Parish Council matter.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That, in future, responses to consultations by the Carnival Committee be made by 
the Council solely in relation to its role under the Village Green Byelaws. 
 

(b) Email from Staindrop Scouts and Guides 
 

The Clerk advised that an email had been received from the Staindrop Scouts and 
Guides Leader about the new Scout and Guide Hut, outlining proposals for the works, 
including placing a site hut on the village green opposite Scarth Hall, during the 
construction of the new building. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Scouts and Guides Leader be advised of the legal position regarding 
statutory protection of the village green and the Byelaws and be informed that the 
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Parish Council cannot support the placing of a site cabin on the village green and 
requests that an alternative site be found. 
 
(c) Litter Bins, Black Path and Carriageways across the Village Greens 
  
Councillor Smith referred to the condition of some of the commemorative litter bins in 
the village and to the potholes on some of the roads crossing south green. There 
were also issues about the overgrowth, particularly nettles, along the sides of the 
Black Path. Photographs of the problem areas were circulated. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk pursue these issues with the County Council. 
 

31/15  PLAYGROUND 
 

The Clerk advised that, following the discussion at the previous meeting about the 
condition of the playground gate and the suggested safety arrangements for an 
internal fence to prevent children running out onto the lane, a response had now 
been received from Groundwork.  
 

Groundwork had advised that it considered the gate was still serviceable and it had 
been felt that, rather than replacing this, the provision in the budget would be better 
spent on improving safety at the access point. Discussions with the playground 
committee had revealed that a kissing gate type arrangement as suggested by the 
Parish Council might make access with prams and pushchairs difficult and details of 
three possible layouts for safety fencing were submitted. 
 
The Council had also been advised that it was hoped to commence installation of the 
play equipment on 22nd June 2015. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That independent advice be sought from the County Council’s playground team 
about the suggested safety fencing layouts and Councillors Chapman and/or 
Devonport be appointed to act as liaison members in relation to any interim 
playground issues. 
 

32/15  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

The following correspondence was considered: 
 

(a) Information from County Durham Association of Local Councils (schedule 
attached) 

(b) Freedom of Information Act request from “Making Parishes Better Places” about 
roles and responsibilities of councillors 

(c) Email from resident of South Church enquiring about availability of grazing land. 
 

The Clerk advised that details of roles and responsibilities under the FOI had been 
submitted to the body requesting the information. 
 

RESOLVED:  
 

(i) CDALC Correspondence: 
That the Council note the CDALC report. 

(ii) Roles and Responsibilities 
That the actions of the Clerk be noted. 

(iii) Grazing Land 
That the resident of South Church be advised of the current position regarding 
availability of Parish Council owned grazing land in Staindrop. 



4 
 

 

33/15 CONSULTATION ON DURHAM COUNTY COUNCIL RIGHTS OF WAY 
PLAN 
 
The Clerk reported on a recent consultation by Durham Council on the draft Rights of 
Way Improvement Plan. Following circulation of the Plan to members of the Parish 
Council, representations had been made to CDALC and thence to the County 
Council about the short time period for any response, which was not in accordance 
with the County Council/Parish Councils Charter. The response time had 
subsequently been extended for Parish Councils to 10th July. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That any councillors wishing to make comments on the draft Rights of Way 
Improvement Plan submit these to the Clerk no later than 7th July 2015 for inclusion 
in any response. 
 

34/15  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

The following application was considered. 
 

(a) Current Applications Received By the County Council  
 

Application No. DM/15/01515/LB: Listed Building Consent for retention of roof light 
to rear of Corner Cottage, Central Buildings, Front Street, Staindrop. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That no objections be raised to the application outlined above. 
 

35/15  INCOME AND ACCOUNTS 
 

The following was reported to and authorised by the Council: 
 

Income 
 

NIL 
 

Expenditure 
 

G Stockton (Litter picking – June 2015)    - £54.17 
 

T Bolton (Salary, postage, expenses     - £281.49 
 
HMRC (PAYE)       - £191.40 
  

P N Wade (re-alignment of damaged bollards)   - £50.00 
 

CE & CM Walker (grass-cutting 8th/21st May £210+£42 VAT) - £252.00 
 

Trevor Atkinson & Co. Ltd. (Staindrop Play area £3281+VAT) - £3937.56* 
 

*Payment only subject to sign off of works by Groundwork NE 
 

36/15  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

There were no questions 
 

37/15  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 16th July, 2015. 
 
 
Signed.......................................................................................... 
Chairman of the meeting on 16th July 2015 
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