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STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING 
 

 
Upper Committee Room Thursday   Time:  7.15 p.m. 
Scarth Memorial Village Hall       16th July 2015 
Staindrop 
 
Present:  D Chapman E Chicken, A Guy, R J Humphries, D Kinch, D Reed (in the 
Chair) and A Smith. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 
Representative from the Teesdale Mercury. 
Amanda Astrop.  
 
38/15  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 

There were no apologies. 
 

39/15  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 

There were no declarations of interest. 
 

40/15 ANY APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

There were no applications for Dispensations. 
 

41/15  MINUTES AND ACTION POINTS  
 

(a) The minutes of the meeting held on 18th June 2015 were confirmed as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

(b) A list outlining actions arising from issues determined at the June meeting was 
noted (for copy see file of minutes).  

 

In relation to the proposed new Parish Council notice boards, the Clerk advised that 
in accordance with the Council’s wishes he had now investigated the provision of a 
free standing notice board and posts to be sited on North Green near the Spar shop 
where footfall was greatest. The cost of a single sided 9xA4 notice board would be 
£585.89 including posts, plus VAT. The planners at Durham County Council had 
confirmed that the erection of a notice board would be permitted development. 
 
Following a discussion, the Clerk was asked to investigate whether a double sided 
notice board could be obtained. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That, in relation to the previous resolution of the Council to obtain 2 No. wall 
mounted notice boards, standing orders be suspended and the decision be 
rescinded. 

2. The Clerk together with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman be authorised to seek 
costings for and purchase a double-sided free standing notice board to be sited 
on North Green, the precise location to be determined by the Chairman and Vice-
Chairman. 

 

42/15 QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC  
 

The Clerk advised that no questions had been notified to the Council. 
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43/15  POLICE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 
 

Councillor Guy referred to the last PACT meeting at which it had been reported there 
had been two break-ins of sheds, although nothing had been reported stolen. The 
situation with Travellers passing through the locality had been very quiet. 
 
Councillor Chicken referred to the arrangements for members of Neighbourhood 
Watch. There seemed not to be any notifications recently to people in the Watch. 
Councillor Reed advised that he would flag up the issue if he was able to attend the 
next PACT meeting. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted. 
 

44/15  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 

Councillor Chicken referred to the ongoing position regarding the Scarth Hall bid. 
There had been some legal issues with the Lottery about the existence and 
ownership of the Hall. 
 

45/15  RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR 
 
The Clerk advised that Councillor Devonport had submitted his resignation as a 
Councillor. The County Council had been advised and the statutory notice of the 
vacancy had been published. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That a letter be sent to Mr Devonport thanking him for his services to the Council. 
 

46/15  VILLAGE GREEN 
 

(a) Parking Issues 
 

The Clerk reported that, following the recent meeting with the police and officers from 
the County Council, it had been agreed that a letter was to be sent to all local 
residents and a draft which had been drawn up in consultation with the police was 
circulated for comment.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the letter be re-drafted and arrangements be made for it to be circulated by 
hand to all properties in the village. 
 

(b) Staindrop Carnival 
 

Councillor Chicken referred to the recent Staindrop Carnival and to the efficient way 
in which the carnival had been set up and dismantled.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That a letter of congratulation be sent to the Carnival Committee.   
 

(c) Trees at Beckside 
  
Councillor Reed referred to problems with overhanging trees near the Mausoleum 
near Beckside which were obstructing the footpath.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk write to Raby Estate asking that the issue be addressed. 
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(d) Stile at Nicky Nack 
 

The Clerk advised that, following discussions with the County Council about a 
damaged stone stile at the Nicky Nack, a further letter was to be sent to Raby in 
relation to ownership of the structure. In the event that ownership could not be 
ascertained, the County Council would arrange for repairs. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted. 
 

47/15  PLAYGROUND 
 

The Clerk provided an update in relation to progress with the playground as follows: 
 

 Grass cutting – This was now underway. 

 Post installation inspection – It was suggested that this be carried out by 
the Play Inspection Company, who were recommended by the Council’s 
insurers, at a cost of £295 plus VAT. 

 Inspection Regime - Details still needed to be agreed for the regular 
inspection regime which the Council’s insurers had agreed could be monthly. 
The Play Inspection Company offered a quarterly inspection regime (one of 
the inspections was an annual inspection) at a cost of £205 plus VAT. 
However, there would still be a need to undertake 8 additional inspections if 
this package was taken up. Originally, in estimating costs for the playground, 
it had been hoped that the County Council would carry out monthly 
inspections but it had indicated it was not currently taking on this work. 
Contact had been made with the County Association of Local Councils to ask 
whether there were any larger Town or Parish Councils in the County who 
could undertake this work. 

 Notices – There was a need to provide signage for the playground as well as 
a sign acknowledging the contribution to the project from funders. A copy of a 
sign (Barnby Play area) which might serve as a template for the entrance sign 
was circulated. 

 Safety Gate - The safety gate arrangements inside the playground entrance 
needed to be resolved. Details were circulated of the three options provided 
by Groundwork, together with another option suggested by the County 
Council’s playground officer. 

 Playground Opening Arrangements - Once all the signage had been 
ordered and placed, arrangements needed to be made for the official opening 
of the playground. 

 Security - Security issues for the site needed to addressed. 

 Litter - As regards litter collection, the County Council had been contacted 
and had advised that once the site was open it would add the litter bin inside 
the playground to its weekly collection rota. 

 Project Agreement Update – A revised project agreement which mainly 
updated the agreement in relation to recent developments had been received 
from Groundwork. 

 Phase 2 – Playground facilities for older children needed to be considered. 
 
In relation to the internal safety gate, members expressed the view that the initial 
proposal from Atkinsons/Groundwork should be the preferred choice. Councillor 
Chapman advised that he had spoken to a contractor who could undertake the work 
locally at a significantly lower cost of £95. 
 
Amanda Astrop suggested that the playground entrance sign makes reference to the 
proposals for a Phase 2 development so as not to disappoint older children. 
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RESOLVED: 
 

1. The position be noted. 
2. The post installation safety inspection be carried out by the Play Inspection 

Company Limited. 
3. The Play Inspection Company annual inspection package at a cost of £205 plus 

VAT be considered, but the Clerk obtain costs from other providers (including 
Town and Parish Councils in County Durham) – either in relation to the 8 monthly 
infill inspections or for a whole year package. 

4. The draft entrance sign circulated (and incorporating the suggestion about Phase 
2) be agreed as the template for the playground entrance sign and a sign 
acknowledging the funders also be produced to be located within the playground 
on fencing near to the play equipment. The Clerk to obtain costs from William 
Smith of Barnard Castle in relation to the signs. 

5. That the proposal for an internal safety gate as originally proposed by 
Groundwork be approved and authority be given for the works to be undertaken 
at a cost of £95 by a local contractor.  

6. The Clerk be delegated to liaise with the Chairman about the opening 
arrangements (expected in August during the recess). 

7. The revised project agreement be agreed and signed, subject to further 
discussions by the Council about a Phase 2 project which is yet to be discussed 
by the Council. 

8. That the Council’s Financial Regulations and/or Standing Orders be suspended 
as appropriate in connection with the items at 3, 4 and 5 above to enable the 
items to be obtained as speedily as possible, and from local and/or specialist 
providers. 

 

48/15  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

The following correspondence was considered: 
 

(a) Information from County Durham Association of Local Councils (schedule 
attached) 

(b) School Holiday Multi- Sports Training at Staindrop Academy – Email from 
Durham County Council. 

 

Reference was made by members to the lack of information about or engagement 
with Staindrop Academy. It was suggested that the Chairman of the Governors be 
invited to a future meeting of the Council. 
 

RESOLVED:  
 

(i) CDALC Correspondence: 
That the Council note the CDALC report. 

(ii) Staindrop Academy: Multi Sports Training 
That the correspondence be noted and that the Chairman of the Governors of 
Staindrop Academy be invited to a future meeting of the Council. 

 

49/15 CONSULTATIONS BY DURHAM COUNTY COUNCIL ON (a) HACKNEY 
CARRIAGE LICENSING AND (b) CONTAMINATED LAND INSPECTION 
STRATEGY 
 

The Clerk referred to the recent consultations by the County Council in relation to taxi 
licensing and contaminated land inspection (previously circulated). The deadlines for 
responses were 26th and 31st August respectively. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That any members wishing to make responses, other than individually, contact the 
Clerk before the respective deadlines. 
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50/15  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

The following applications were considered: 
 

(a) Current Applications: 
 

Application No. DM/15/01372/FPA: Extension to existing garage at 1 Sudburn Avenue, 
Staindrop. Details previously circulated. 
 

Application No. DM/15/01883/FPA: Revised application for demolition and erection of new 
scout hut. Details previously circulated. 
 

(b) Applications approved by Durham County Council under officer delegated 
powers: 

 

Application No. DM/15/01069/VOC: Removal of condition 7 'Retention of 
signage' of planning permission 6/2013/0008/DM at 40 Front Street Staindrop – 
Approved. 
 

The Clerk reported that notification had just been received from the County 
Council of the following: 
 

Application No. DM/15/01515/LB: Listed Building Consent for retention of roof light 
to rear of Corner Cottage, Central Buildings, Front Street, Staindrop - Approved. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That no objections be raised in principle to the application at 1 Sudburn 
Avenue at (a) above, but reference be made to the incongruity between the 
designs of the two garage doors.  

2. That no objections be raised in principle to the revised application for a scout 
hut at (a) above, but the County Council be asked to ensure that appropriate 
fire exit provision is contained within any approved permission.  

3. That item (b) above, together with the additional recent notification from the 
County Council be noted. 

 

51/15  INCOME AND ACCOUNTS 
 

The following was reported to and authorised by the Council: 
 

Income 
 

Northern Powergrid       £68.49 
 

Expenditure 
 

G Stockton (Litter picking – July 2015)    £54.17 
 

T Bolton (Salary, postage, expenses, etc.)    £313.45 
      
CE & CM Walker Ltd. (Grasscutting 4 & 18/6 and 2/7 2015)  £378.00 inc.VAT 
 

Kompan Scotland Ltd. (Playground: Play Equipment)  £15,964.66 inc. VAT 
(Invoice total £13645.00 plus VAT less retention 
of 2.5% £341.12 = £13,303.88 + £2660.78 VAT). 
 

D Lee (Hedge cutting – play area)     £50.00 
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52/15  ARRANGEMENTS FOR DEALING WITH COUNCIL BUSINESS DURING 
THE AUGUST RECESS 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman or Vice-Chairman, be authorised to 
conclude any necessary Council business during the August recess until the date of 
the next meeting 
 

53/15  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

There were no questions 
 

54/15  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 17th September, 
2015. 
 
  

 
 
 


