
1 
 

STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING 
 

 
Upper Committee Room Thursday   Time:  7.15 p.m. 
Scarth Memorial Village Hall    17th September 2015 
Staindrop 
 
Present:  E Chicken, A Guy, R J Humphries and D Reed (in the Chair). 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 
Representative from the Teesdale Mercury. 
 
 
55/15  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 

There were apologies from Councillors D Kinch (unwell), A Smith (bereavement) and 
D Chapman (house repairs) as well as County Councillor G Richardson. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Parish Councillor apologies for absence be approved. 
 

56/15  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 

There were no declarations of interest at this point in the meeting. 
 

57/15 ANY APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

There were no applications for Dispensations. 
 

58/15  STAINDROP SCHOOL – AN ACADEMY   
 
The Chairman welcomed Ken Dodd, Vice-Chairman of the Governors, and Andrew 
Flint, Headteacher, of Staindrop School, to the meeting. 
 
The Chairman of the Parish Council and Clerk outlined the background to the 
invitation to the meeting which was aimed at building a closer working relationship 
with the school across a number of areas which might be mutually beneficial. The 
Vice-Chair of the Governors and Headteacher welcomed the approach and then 
discussed a number of possible areas of working, including an offer for the Parish 
Council to nominate a Governor representative on the School Board should a 
vacancy arise and for a future meeting of the Parish Council to be held at the school. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That Mr Flint write to the Parish Council in due course setting out the areas in which 
it is felt there may be opportunities for closer working in future. 
 
59/15  MINUTES AND ACTION POINTS  
 

(a) The minutes of the meeting held on 16th July 2015 were confirmed as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

(b) A list outlining actions arising from issues determined at the July meeting was 
noted (for copy see file of minutes).  
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(c) The minutes of the Finance Committee held on 6th August 2015 and 
recommendations therein were noted and approved respectively (for copy see 
file). 

 

In relation to the proposed new double-sided Parish Council notice board, the Clerk 
advised that following consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, and 
consideration of prices from a number of suppliers on the internet, it was suggested  
that the cheapest identified suitable notice board (1000mm high by 750mm wide with 
a black painted frame and similar round support posts) be purchased from “The Sign 
Maker” at an expected cost of £910.00, plus carriage. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That, in relation to the previous resolution of the Council to obtain a double-sided 
notice board, approval be given for the board to be obtained from The Sign 
Maker at the price identified above . 

2. That the recommendations of the Finance Committee in relation to donations for 
2015 - £800 for Scarth Hall and £100 for Staindrop Carnival Committee – be 
approved. 

 

60/15  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC  
 

The Clerk advised that no questions had been notified to the Council. 
 

61/15  POLICE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 
 
There was nothing to report. 
 
62/15  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 

Councillor Chicken referred to the loss of the annual grant from Durham County 
Council (the most recent grant had been £1800) – these grants were being 
discontinued. 
 
The outcome of the bid for a grant to the Lottery was expected to be known in 
October. 
 
63/15  VILLAGE GREEN 
 

(a) Parking Issues 
 

With regard to the letters for circulation within Staindrop about parking and speeding, 
the Clerk advised that these had now been printed and he had brought them to the 
meeting. Councillors Humphries and Guy undertook to distribute the letters. 
 
The Clerk further reported that an email had now been received from the County 
Council in connection with the possibility of parking bays on the main road through 
the village which indicated that the width of the road was likely to be problematical in 
terms of providing such marked bays, although it had been pointed out that there 
were currently no traffic regulation provisions in force which would prevent vehicles 
parking on either side of the highway if they so wished. 
 
Reference was made to the ongoing motorway intermittent closures and the greater 
than usual levels of traffic passing through Staindrop during the diversion periods. 
There was an issue with road noise linked to a trench (for telecommunications 
equipment) across the main road at the west end of the village which it was believed 
had subsided due to heavy vehicles which was an annoyance for nearby residents. 
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The Clerk advised that the Parish Council had also not yet received a response from 
the County Council about the status of the roadway across the green adjacent to 
“The Laurels” Bistro. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Parish Council write to the County Council about the subsidence in the 
reinstated trench and also that remind the Council about the need for a response in 
connection with the status of the roadway adjacent to “The Laurels” Bistro. 
 

(b) “A” Boards on the Village Green 
 

The Clerk advised that, following representations from members and consultation 
with the Chairman he had written to Scarth Hall about a number of recent instances 
when advertising boards had been placed on the village greens, advising that these 
were in contravention of the Bye-laws 

 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the action be confirmed.   
 

(c) Request from Carnival Committee for Permission to use the Greens in 
Connection with an Application for a Premises Licence 

  
The Clerk reported that an email had been received from the Carnival Committee 
explaining that, because of the rise in visitor numbers to the annual event, 
consideration was being given to whether a premises licence was required. 
Permission was sought for a licence from the Parish Council to licence the greens for 
two days annually. 
 
The Council discussed the nature and type of licence which might be sought and 
determined that the Carnival Committee be advised that the Parish Council, as 
custodian and byelaw-making authority for the greens would have no objections to 
any events licence which might be sought along similar lines to annual permissions 
previously given.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk advise the Carnival Committee accordingly. 
 

(d) Gateway at West End of Village 
 

In response to a question, the Clerk advised that he had chased up the County 
Council about the proposed Gateway at the west end of the village and had been 
advised that the proposed installation was imminent. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted. 
 

64/15  PLAYGROUND 
 

The Clerk provided an update in relation to progress with the playground as follows: 
 

(a) Inspection Regime for Playground 
 

Following the opening of the playground on 4th September 2015 there was now a 
need to finalise the monthly inspection regime as required by the Councils insurers. 
At the previous meeting, the Council had indicated a preference for a quarterly 
inspection by the Play Inspection Company Limited at an annual cost of £205 plus 
VAT – one of the inspections to constitute and annual inspection. As regards the 
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remaining 8 “infill” monthly inspections, the Clerk advised that the Play Inspection 
Company Limited had been approached, but was unable to undertake these.  
 
Following the circulation of a request from the Parish Council by CDALC amongst 
other Parish Councils in County Durham about undertaking the works, an offer had 
been made by Spennymoor Town Council to carry out the inspections at £100 per 
inspection. The County Council also had declined to undertake the inspections. The 
Clerk advised that another company – Park Lane Inspections, based in North 
Yorkshire, had been approached and had submitted a quotation for the infill 
inspections of £60 for the first inspection and £35 per month thereafter. Discussions 
with the two referees provided by the company had indicated satisfaction with the 
company. 
 
The Clerk further advised that Councillor Chapman had expressed a wish to 
undertake training in playground inspection should the opportunity arise. There were 
usually a number of courses offered locally throughout the year by various providers 
and it was suggested that subject to availability and cost, one of these might prove 
suitable. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That The Play Inspection Company Ltd. provide the quarterly inspection package 
(including an annual inspection) commencing in October 2015 and that Park 
Lane Services provide the remaining 8 infill monthly inspections at the prices set 
out above and authority be given for the appropriate payments.  

2. That authority be given for Councillor Chapman to attend a playground inspection 
training course when one becomes available 

 
(b) Representations and Correspondence following Opening of Playground 
 
The Clerk advised that following the opening of the playground, a number of 
representations had been received from adjoining and other local residents. In 
relation to one complaint about children feeding horses in the adjoining field, a notice 
had been erected on the boundary fence. Other complaints related to noise. 
 
One local resident (Mr P Eastwood) had emailed the Council and positively 
welcomed the new facility, but had asked if the Parish Council would provide a bench 
for parents to sit on whilst they were in the playground watching their children. 
 
The Parish Council had also received an email from an adjoining resident (Mr Jeffrey) 
about the inappropriate evening and night-time of the previous playground by 
teenagers for parties which had led to litter, broken glass and vandalism of the 
equipment and disturbance of adjoining residents and expressing concerns about 
similar use of the new facility. It was suggested that there needed to be greater 
control of the new playground through age and hours of use restrictions. 
 
The Clerk advised that the current signage at the new playground made reference to 
the age restrictions for use of the equipment (up to the age of six years). The existing 
gate was unlocked. Even the gate were locked each evening, the height of the 
boundary fence adjacent to Stangarth Lane would not prevent teenagers who were 
determined to access the site from doing so. Councillors felt that these issues 
needed to be considered as part of any further development of the site and in 
conjunction with representatives from the Playground Committee, but that a sign 
about opening hours would be appropriate. Reference was also made to the existing 
entrance gate which needed new hinges and a closing mechanism. 
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RESOLVED: 
 

1. That arrangements be made for a sign at the entrance to the new playground 
only permitting use of the facility between the hours of dusk and 7 p.m. each day. 

2. That arrangements be made for any necessary repairs to the access gate. 
3. The future security arrangements for the site be discussed with representatives 

from the Playground Committee. 
 

(c) Signage on Stangarth Lane 
 

Councillor Chicken advised that he had warning sign about children playing which he 
offered to erect on Stangarth Lane near the playground. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the offer be welcomed with thanks. 
 
65/15  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

The following correspondence was considered: 
 

(a) Information from County Durham Association of Local Councils (schedule 
attached) 

(b) 2016-17 Budget setting – letter from Durham County Council 
(c) Flood Risk in Staindrop – email from Environment Agency 
(d) New Community Newsletter – Letter from Police and Crime Commissioner 
(e) Forest Management Certification – Consultation by Soil Association. 
 

RESOLVED:  
 

(i) CDALC Correspondence: 
That the Council note the CDALC report. 

(ii) Flood Risk in Staindrop 
That a representative from the Environment Agency be invited to attend the 
November meeting of the Council to explain its preliminary findings about flood 
risk in Staindrop. 

(iii) Forest Management UK Forest Certification 
That no representations or objections be made to the consultation. 

(iv) Remaining Correspondence 
That the remaining correspondence be noted. 

 

66/15  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

The following applications were considered: 
 

(a) Applications to which responses have been submitted during the Recess: 
 

Application No. DM/15/02085/FPA: Retention of shed at 1 Beechside, Staindrop 
– Objection lodged. 
 

Application No. DM/15/01951/LB: Listed Building application for replacement of 
windows and kitchen roof, repair works to roof and chimney and demolition of 
internal wall at 14 Office Square Staindrop – No objections lodged. 

 

(b) Applications considered by Durham County Council under officer delegated 
powers: 

 

Application No. DM/15/01883/FPA: Revised application for the demolition and 
erection of new Scout Hut at Stangarth Lane Staindrop – Approved. 
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Application No. DM/15/01372/FPA: Extension to existing garage at 1 Sudburn 
Avenue, Staindrop – Parish Council commented on mismatched garage doors. 
Application amended to provide for a single garage door – Approved. 
 

Application No. DM/15/02085/FPA: Retention of shed, 1 Beechside, Staindrop – 
Parish Council objected - Approved. 

 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the actions in response to the applications at (a) above be confirmed 

2. That the approvals at (b) above be noted.  
 
67/15  ANNUAL RETURN AND AUDIT 2014-15 
 
It was noted that BDO LLP had completed the audit on 14th August 2015 and issued 
the Extended Auditors Certificate and Opinion, together with their comments 
regarding the approval of the Annual Return which were to be displayed according to 
regulations (for copies see file of Minutes). There was no separate report on this 
occasion.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Annual Return be approved and the documents referred to in this Minute be 
appended to the Minutes as an integral part. 
 
68/15  INCOME AND ACCOUNTS 
 

The following was reported to and authorised by the Council: 
 

Income 
 

L Robson (Annual Rent – Thorngill Syke)    £30.00 
 

Expenditure 
 

G Stockton (Litter picking – Aug 2015)    £54.17* 
 

T Bolton (Salary, postage, expenses, etc. August)   £285.15* 
      
CE & CM Walker Ltd. (Grasscutting 16 & 30 July 2015)  £252.00 inc.VAT* 
£210.00 plus £42.00 VAT 
 

Kompan Scotland Ltd. (Playground: Play Equipment)  £409.34 inc. VAT* 
Balance of invoice - £341.12 plus £68.22 VAT. 
 

The Play Inspection Company Ltd. (Post installation safety  £354.00 inc. VAT* 
inspection of playground) – £295.00 plus £59.00 VAT  
 

Christopher Bradley (Safety fencing works, playground)  £95 .00* 
 

CE & CM Walker Ltd. (Grasscutting 12 & 27 August 2015)  £252.00 inc.VAT 
£210.00 plus £42.00 VAT 
 
William Smith (Playground Signs) £89.79 + £17.96 VAT  £107.75 inc. VAT 
 

Raby Estate (Playground Rent to 5/4/16)    £15.00 
 

T Bolton (Salary, postage etc. inc. Playground notice  £361.15 
Board £54.95 + £10.99 VAT) 
 

HMRC (PAYE Clerk’s Salary, 2nd Quarter)    £191.60 
 

G Stockton (Litter picking – Sept 2015)    £54.17 
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Scarth Hall (Annual Donation)      £800.00** 
 

Staindrop Carnival Committee (Annual Donation)   £100.00** 
 

Groundwork Trust North East and Cumbria (Playground 
Contract Administration) – balance £997.45 + £199.49 VAT £1196.94 
 

Trevor Atkinson & Co. Ltd. Payment No. 2 £150+£30 Vat  £180.00 
 

*Paid during August recess under delegated authority 
**Agreed by Council following recommendation of Finance Committee 
 

69/15  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

There were no questions 
 

70/15  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 15th October, 2015. 
 
71/15  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the  
following items because of the need to consider employment issues in relation to 
litter picking and legal issues in relation to the footpaths on North Green. 
 

72/15  ARRANGEMENTS FOR LITTER PICKING IN STAINDROP 
 
The Council considered a report of the Clerk (for copy see file of minutes) which set 
out details of the review of litter collection in the village by the litter picker contracted 
by the Council following the need to include the new playground area within the 
arrangements. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk be authorised to draw up a new contract for litter picking in Staindrop 
so as to clarify the arrangements, to include a requirement that the contractor use 
any equipment so provided by the Council. 
 
73/15  VILLAGE GREEN ISSUES 
 

Councillor Reed declared an interest in the following item and withdrew from the 
meeting. 
 

COUNCILLOR A GUY in the Chair 

 
The Clerk reported that a letter and photographs had been received from a resident 
of High Etherley who had tripped on the footpath on North Green near the bus shelter 
during Staindrop Carnival. Details had been forwarded to Raby Estate, following 
which a letter from the Estate denying liability for the state of the footpaths or for any 
accidents arising therefrom had been received. The letter cited previous legal 
provisions which it believed applied to the paths and suggested a meeting. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position regarding the legal aspects in the letter be investigated and no 
meeting be held at present. 
 
 
 
  


