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STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING 
 

 
Main Hall Thursday   Time:  7.30 p.m. 
Scarth Memorial Village Hall     15th October 2015 
Staindrop 
 
Present:  E Chicken, A Guy, D Kinch and D Reed (in the Chair). 
 

County Councillor George Richardson 
 
Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 
Amanda Astrop, Ian Yeoward and Samuel Devonport 
 
Representative from the Teesdale Mercury. 
 
 
74/15  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 

There were apologies from Councillors D Chapman (holiday), R Humphries (holiday) 
and A Smith (domestic issues). 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Parish Councillor apologies for absence be approved. 
 

75/15  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 

Councillor Reed declared an interest in relation Item 17 on the agenda (footpaths on 
North Green). 
 

76/15 ANY APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

There were no applications for Dispensations. 
 

77/15  MINUTES AND ACTION POINTS  
 

(a) The minutes of the meeting held on 17th September 2015 were confirmed as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

(b) A list outlining actions arising from issues determined at the September meeting 
was noted (for copy see file of minutes).  

 
In relation to the proposed new double-sided Parish Council notice board, the Clerk 
advised that the final price for the notice board, following the approval for purchase at 
the last meeting was £902.35 and the order was expected to be completed before 
the middle of November 
 
As regards the failing reinstatement trench at the west end of the village, the County 
Council had carried out the repairs very quickly and a letter of thanks had been sent 
to the County Council. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 

1. That, the Action Points report be noted and the total (vat inclusive) for the double-
sided notice board of £902.35, including delivery, be approved. 
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78/15  CO-OPTION  
 
The Clerk advised that an application had been made by Mr Samuel Devonport, a 
previous member of the Council, to be co-opted to fill one of the vacancies on the 
Council which had previously been advertised and was available to fill by co-option. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That Mr Devonport be co-opted with immediate effect. Mr Devonport then signed the 
Declaration of acceptance of office. 
 
79/15  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC  
 

The Clerk advised that no questions had been notified to the Council. 
 

80/15  POLICE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 
 
Councillor Guy referred to a meeting about crime and disorder issues which had 
been proposed and was to be held at Sedgefield Racecourse. 
 
81/15  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 

Councillor Chicken referred to the award of £500,000 grant from the National Lottery 
towards improvements at Scarth Hall. The Clerk referred to the press release about 
the award which had been circulated electronically to members of the Council. It was 
not thought that the improvement works would affect meetings of the Parish Council 
adversely. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That Councillor Chicken, Mr Morris Race and their colleagues on the Hall 
Management Committee be commended for their hard work in submitting a 
successful bid for improvements to Scarth Hall. 
 

County Councillor Richardson referred to: 
 

 The recent appointment of Mr Terry Collins, the Head of Neighbourhood 
Services at Durham County Council, as the Council’s new Chief Executive 
from January. 

 The re-commencement of an updated County Durham Plan process. 

 The forthcoming meeting of Cabinet members from the County Council at 
Witham Hall. 

 

Councillor Kinch referred to a recent ministerial meeting in London attended by 
senior councillors from the North East authorities and to the likely impending 
announcement of a devolution deal with the Government. 
 
Councillor Kinch further reported that a meeting of the Teesdale Local Council’s 
Forum was to be held in St Mary’s Parish Hall in Barnard Castle on Tuesday 3rd 
November at 7.00 p.m. The Chief Constable would be in attendance at the meeting. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the remaining issues be noted. 
 
82/15  VILLAGE GREEN 
 

(a) General Issues 
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There was nothing to report 
 
(b) Parking Issues 
 

The Clerk advised that, following the recent circulation of letters throughout the 
village a number of responses had been received from local residents and these 
could be summarised as follows: 
 

 School gate parking on Winston Road which obstructs junction sight lines, 
involves parking on pavement and obstructs crossing point 

 Village Green should be used for playground equipment 

 Need for lamppost mounted speed checker signs for vehicles entering 
Staindrop from either end of the village 

 Need for pedestrian crossing in Staindrop to help frail, elderly and young 
people cross the main road safely 

 Problems in Sudburn Avenue with (school) buses parked during day and 
lorries at night and conflicts between pedestrians, particularly children and 
traffic. 

 Concern about parking on main road outside post office and need for parking 
restrictions. 

 Speeding on Winston Road and need for better signage and/or consideration 
of 20 mph speed limit near school during specific times. 

 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the comments be forwarded to the County Council and Police for further 
consideration and action. 
 
(c) Gateways at western and eastern approaches to Staindrop 
 

The Clerk referred to the recent construction of gateways by the County Council in 
the highway verges at the eastern and western ends of Staindrop. Whilst the Parish 
Council had agreed to fund the western gateway, the eastern gateway had previously 
been discounted by the County Council because of sight line related safety issues 
and the construction of the eastern gateway had not been expected, but was to be 
welcomed. 
 

Members asked whether it might be possible to paint the gateways to increase their 
visibility and also to seek advice as to whether signage requesting vehicles entering 
the village to slow down or drive safely could be affixed to the gateways. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk seeks advice from the County Council on the matters raised. 
 
(d) Litter Bins 
  
The Clerk referred to the issue concerning damaged litter bins in Staindrop which 
had been reported at a previous meeting of the Council. These were bins which bore 
the following inscription - “Staindrop 1991 Teesdale”. These were not considered to 
be bins previously supplied by the County Council and had in all likelihood either 
been provided by the Parish Council, or Teesdale District Council. Following 
discussions with the County Council “Green and Clean” Team Leader for the area, 
the following costs had been obtained by the County Council from the Company 
which manufactures this design of litter bin: 
 

 Full refurbishment of existing bins to as new - £170.10 plus VAT 

 New Bin     - £340.20 plus VAT 
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If the County Council was to be asked to replace the damaged bins itself, it had been 
advised that a standard bin only would be provided. Given the conservation status of 
the village, it was queried by members why similar replacement heritage type bins to 
those in other conservation areas, such as Durham City, would not be provided by 
the County Council in Staindrop in substitution for damaged litter bins. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk seeks the views of the County Council on this issue. 
 
83/15  PLAYGROUND 
 

(a) Expenditure to date for Phase 1 of the Playground 
 

The Clerk provided a schedule in relation to the costs to date for Phase 1 of the  
Playground. The total costs (including a final payment in December to Atkinsons) 
were £20,628.66 plus £4096.73 VAT (which was reclaimable) against grants 
received of £20,847, leaving a surplus of £219, although there were costs yet to be 
charged in relation to repairs to the gate and for an entrance sign regarding 
playground opening and closing times. 
 
Amanda Astrop reported that she had a cheque for £100 grant from GSK which she 
would pass on to the Council. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted 
 
(b) Outstanding and Future Issues 
 
Amanda Astrop reported as follows: 
 

 Fundraising for a Phase 2 development had already begun with applications 
proposed to TAP; the Big Lottery had also suggested a further application 
could be made for lottery funding 

 Community Engagement would also be undertaken 

 A meeting needed to be held with the Scouts given the interdependence and 
opportunities for co-operation in relation to the respective projects 

 An initial estimate for Phase 2 was £32,000 based on 4 pieces of equipment 

 In relation to oversight and implementation of the project, the playground 
committee had met with representatives from the committee which had 
overseen the Eggleston play area development and they had offered the 
services of a quantity surveyor and landscape architect from within their ranks 
to directly support the Phase 2 Staindrop Project. 

 Although repairs had recently been made to the playground access gate, it 
was considered that these would not solve the problems long term and there 
was still a need to ensure a proper closing mechanism. It was suggested that 
the gate needed to be reversed and Royden Astrop was prepared to 
undertake the works for the cost of materials only. 

 The final return to the Big Lottery following the conclusion of the project had 
now been submitted. 

 
The Clerk reported that a number of letters and emails had been received from local 
residents thanking the Council for the provision of the new playground, but also 
commenting on the need for facilities for older children and asking if seating for 
parents could be provided. County Councillor Richardson expressed the view that a 
bench would be beneficial for parents whose children were using the playground; 
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however, members of the Parish Council referred to continuing problems with 
teenagers on the playground site after the recently agreed 7.00 p.m. close and for 
the need to find a solution (perhaps in conjunction with the Scouts development) to 
this. There had already been some vandalism to fencing on the site. Councillor Kinch 
asked whether consideration might be given to provision of, say, a youth shelter on 
the village green where teenagers could gather. He also referred to the present and 
likely additional demands on the Council (and Clerk) following the assumption of 
responsibility by the Council for the day to day running of the playground. 
 
In relation to the grants process for Phase 2, reference was made to the need to 
ensure that any applications for grants made in the name of the Parish Council were 
formally considered and signed off by the Council, albeit that it was appreciated that 
the research and formulation of any bids would be primarily undertaken by the 
playground committee. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That authority be given for fundraising and grant applications being formulated 
subject to the consideration and formal approval of the Parish Council before any 
grant applications are submitted in its name. 

2. That the arrangements for oversight and development of Phase 2 of the 
development by the playground committee (with technical support from the 
Eggleston playground group), be approved, subject to consultation with and 
approval by the Council during the development, design, tendering, evaluation 
and award process in line with the Council’s Standing Orders and Financial 
Regulations. 

3. The closing time for the playground remains at 7.00 p.m. 
4. Approval be given for Mr Astrop to carry out the further repairs to the gate on a 

materials only basis. 
 
84/15  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

The following correspondence was considered: 
 

(a) Information from County Durham Assoc. of Local Councils (schedule 
attached). 

(b) County Durham Association of Local Councils AGM – 24th October 2015 - 
Agenda. 

(c) Scout and Guide Hut – Email from Scout and Guide Leader. 
(d) Request from Staindrop Parents and Toddlers Group for funding. 
(e) Brookleigh Group Riding for the Disabled Association – Notice and request re 

Coffee morning 
(f) Letter from Head teacher of Staindrop School following recent meeting 
(g) Letter of thanks from Scarth Hall for recent Parish Council donation 
(h) Durham County Council free school transport consultation 

 

RESOLVED:  
 

(i) CDALC Correspondence: 
That the Council note the CDALC report. 

(ii) County Durham Association of Local Councils AGM – 24th October – That 
Councillor Kinch represent the Council at the meeting. 

(iii) Scout and Guide Hut Email – That arrangements be made for a meeting with 
the Scouts Leader and her senior colleagues to discuss the issues. 

(iv) Request from Staindrop Parents and Toddlers Group for funding – That 
this matter be referred to a future meeting of the Finance Committee for 
consideration and the Group also be advised to contact TAP and Councillor 
Richardson regarding funding opportunities. 
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(v) Brookleigh Group Riding for the Disabled Association: Notice and 
request re Coffee morning – That the actions of the Chairman and Clerk in 
agreeing to post a notice on the Parish Council’s website be confirmed. 

(vi) Letter from Headteacher of Staindrop School following recent meeting – 
That the Council write to the School thanking them for their response and the 
Clerk consider in consultation with the Chairman and/or Vice-Chairman how to 
take the issues forward. 

(vii) Letter of thanks from Scarth Hall for Donation – That the letter be received. 
(viii) Free School Transport Consultation by Durham County Council – That 

any members wishing to submit comments ensure these reach the Clerk before 
the closing date of 11th November and the Clerk be authorised, in consultation 
with the Chairman and/or Vice-Chairman, to submit any responses so received. 

 
85/15  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

The following applications were considered: 
 

(a) Applications to which responses have been submitted under delegated 
powers between meetings: 

 

Application No. DM/15/02447/FPA: Pitched roof to garage and conversion to 
habitable room at 58 Winston Road, Staindrop – No objections made. 

 
(b) Applications considered by Durham County Council under officer delegated 

powers: 
 

Application No. DM/15/01951/LB: Listed Building application for 
replacement of windows and kitchen roof, repair works to roof and chimney 

and demolition of internal wall at 14 Office Square Staindrop – Approved. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the actions in response to the application at (a) above be confirmed 

2. That the approval at (b) above be noted.  
 
86/15  INCOME AND ACCOUNTS 
 

The following was reported to and authorised by the Council: 
 

Income 
 
NIL 
 
Expenditure 
 
G Stockton (Litter picking – Oct 2015)    £54.17 
 
T Bolton (Salary, postage, expenses, etc. Oct 2015)  £311.98 
      
CE & CM Walker Ltd. (Grasscutting 10 & 24 Sept 2015)  £252.00 inc.VAT 
£210.00 plus £42.00 VAT 
 
BDO LLP (Annual External Audit)     £240.00 inc. VAT 
£200 + £40.00 VAT 
 
It was further RESOLVED that a letter of thanks be sent to Messrs. Walkers for the 
standard of grasscutting undertaken on the greens and playground. 
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87/15  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

There were no questions 
 

88/15  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 19th November, 
2015. 
 
89/15  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the  
following items because of the need to consider legal issues in relation to the 
footpaths on North Green. 
 

90/15  VILLAGE GREEN ISSUES 
 

Councillor Reed declared an interest in the following item and withdrew from the 
meeting. 
 

COUNCILLOR A GUY in the Chair 

 
(a) Letter from Raby Estate 
 

The Clerk reported that the legal points raised in the letter of 11th August from Raby 
had now been researched and it was uncertain whether they were of any relevance 
in finding a solution to the footpaths issues. The Council was asked to consider a 
response. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That a response be sent outlining the Council’s views on the legal points raised; and, 
given the previously expressed views of the Estate (despite the Council’s previous 
offers of support on a non-prejudicial basis) in relation to the footpaths, that a 
meeting be declined at this point. 
 
(b) Insurance Claim 
 

The Clerk provided details of an insurance claim from a local resident in connection 
with the North Green footpath. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the letter be acknowledged and forwarded to the Councils insurers for attention. 
 


