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STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING 
 

 
Main Hall Thursday   Time:  7.15 p.m. 
Scarth Memorial Village Hall    19th November 2015 
Staindrop 
 
Present:  D Chapman, E Chicken, R J Humphries, D Kinch, D Reed (in the Chair) 
and A Smith. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 
Amanda Astrop (Playground Group) 
 
Representatives from Teesdale Mercury, the Northern Echo and the Environment 
Agency. 
 
 
91/15  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies were received from Councillors S Devonport (previous commitment), A 
Guy (work) and from County Councillors Richardson and Rowlandson. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Parish Councillor apologies for absence be approved. 
 

92/15  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 

Councillor Reed declared an interest in relation to Item 22 on the agenda (footpaths 
on North Green). 
 

93/15 ANY APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

There were no applications for Dispensations. 
 

94/15  MINUTES AND ACTION POINTS  
 

(a) The minutes of the meeting held on 15th October 2015 were confirmed as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

(b) A list outlining actions arising from issues determined at the October meeting was 
noted (for copy see file of minutes).  

 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Action Points report be noted. 
 
 

95/15  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC  
 

The Clerk advised that a question had been notified to the Council by Mr Eastwood, 
in respect of a planning application which he had previously made in relation to 14 
Office Square and which had been the subject of comments at the previous Parish 
Council by one of the Councillors present which subsequently had been reported in 
the Teesdale Mercury. Mr Eastwood asked why the statement, which he believed to 
be inaccurate, had been made and outlined the background to the application and 
the reason why UPVC windows were to be installed in the top storey of the property. 
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The Clerk advised that the Parish Council had not in fact objected to the application 
and was supportive of the application; the Councillor concerned was not present and 
it was not therefore possible to ascertain the background to and basis on which the 
comments had been made. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That Mr Eastwood be thanked for his comments and explanation about the planning 
application. 
 

96/15  PRESENTATION BY ENVIRONMENT AGENCY 
 
The Chairman welcomed Alex Davies and colleague from the Environment Agency to 
outline the feasibility of a flood defence scheme for Staindrop. 
 
Mr Davies presented information about the flood risk in Staindrop showing the extent 
of flooding from rivers in the vicinity with a 1% chance of happening in any given year 
(1 in a 100) and a 0.1% chance in any given year (1 in a 1000). The areas most at 
risk were at the west end of Staindrop near Moor Beck and particularly part of 
Coronation Gardens (about 40 properties) and a smaller number of properties at the 
east end of the village (10). The estimated levels of floods were 0.1 to 0.3 metres 
high, but it was anticipated that many houses had thresholds which were of such a 
height that they may avoid being flooded. 
 
The Environment Agency would now be looking at the various options available to 
determine whether a flood protection scheme should be developed and implemented 
and it was confirmed that funding would be available if the cost benefit analysis 
showed a need for such a scheme. The Chairman referred to the potential adverse 
affect on properties further downstream if a flood defence scheme was implemented 
at the west end of Staindrop in future. 
 
A copy of the presentation would be provided for members electronically in due 
course. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the presentation be noted and the officers be thanked for their attendance. 
 
97/15  POLICE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 
 
There was nothing to report. 
 
98/15  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 

Councillor Chicken referred to the £500,000 grant from the National Lottery towards 
improvements at Scarth Hall. Tenders would be circulated shortly. It may be that, 
during the works, there would be some temporary disruption to meetings of the 
Council. 
 
Councillor Kinch referred to recent AGM of CDALC which he had attended on behalf 
of the Council. A major issue for discussion at the meeting related to Travellers, 
following a presentation by the police at the event. An update on Teesdale Action 
Partnership issues was also provided. 
 
The Clerk advised that he had attended a meeting of the Teesdale Local Councils 
Forum at Barnard Castle on 3rd November at which the Chief Constable had been 
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present to update members on changes to policing. There had also been discussions 
about opening hours for household waste recycling centres during the winter. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 
 
99/15  VILLAGE GREEN 
 

(a) General Issues 
 

Reference was made to recent works to lighting columns in Staindrop and to a 
number of vehicles which had churned up the surface of the greens during the works. 
The Clerk advised that he would raise this issue with the County Council. 
 
(b) Parking Issues 
 

The Clerk advised that, following the last meeting a summary of the responses 
received by the Council following the recent consultation exercise with local residents 
had been forwarded to the police and the County Council for comment. The 
responses received from the County Council were as follows: 
 

 School gate parking on Winston Road which obstructs junction sight lines, 
involves parking on pavement and obstructs crossing point – The County 
Council’s view was that to impose any restrictions in this area would effectively 
penalise local residents at times of the day when school parking is not an issue. It 
was suggested that perhaps the next school newsletter could flag up this matter 
with parents/carers.  

 Need for lamppost mounted speed checker signs for vehicles entering 
Staindrop from either end of the village – Speed checker signs are already 
present in Staindrop at locations agreed between the police and DCC. They are 
intended to be repeater signs hence their central location on the village green. 
Additional community speedwatch events could be held if it was felt necessary. 

 Need for pedestrian crossing in Staindrop to help frail, elderly and young 
people cross the main road safely – As had been explained on a number of 
occasions previously, traffic numbers did not meet the necessary criteria for 
installation of a crossing. 

 Problems in Sudburn Avenue with (school) buses parked during day and 
lorries at night and conflicts between pedestrians, particularly children and 
traffic - Parking of commercial vehicles is regulated for those above 7.5 tonnes 
gross vehicle weight but not below. 

 Concern about parking on main road outside post office and need for 
parking restrictions – There have been no recorded personal injury accidents at 
this location in the last 5 years. If safety is being compromised it might be more 
prudent to install bollards or a guardrail to the footway at this location to deter 
parking, but is likely that any traffic regulation restrictions would be 
ignored/abused. 

 Speeding on Winston Road and need for better signage and/or 
consideration of 20 mph speed limit near school during specific times – All 
speeding issues should be progressed through the local PACT/Community 
Speedwatch process. DCC was currently looking at imposing part time advisory 
speed limits at 33 schools across the County which had twice the number of 
accidents and any residual monies would be applied to other schools identified 
on a risk matrix. 

 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the comments be noted and the Clerk write to the Head Teacher of the Junior 
School about the Winston Road parking issues and to the PACT about speeding on 
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Winston Road. Additionally, that DCC be advised that in relation to the 7.5 tonnes 
issues for vehicles parking on Sudburn Avenue, a number of the buses parking in the 
location are double-deckers. 
 
(c) Gateways at western and eastern approaches to Staindrop 
 

The Clerk referred to the recent construction of gateways by the County Council in 
the highway verges at the eastern and western ends of Staindrop, following which 
the Parish Council had asked the County Council whether it might be possible to 
paint the gateways to increase their visibility and also to ask whether signage 
requesting vehicles entering the village to slow down or drive safely could be affixed 
to the gateways. 
 
The County Council had responded indicating that, whilst painting the gateways in 
white would improve visibility, there was a risk of it discolouring very quickly, 
requiring regular maintenance. Officially, any maintenance should be undertaken by 
the County Council as the structures were on public highways, but it was known 
there were some Parish Councils who had undertaken maintenance. As regards the 
signage issue, whilst regulations permitted a village nameplate sign to incorporate a 
message about road safety, such as “slow down”, there were no regulations which 
would permit a separate sign with only a safety message.   
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That this matter be discussed at a future meeting of the Parish Council following 
research into gateway sign provision in other Council areas.  
 
(d) Litter Bins 
  
The Clerk referred to the issue concerning damaged litter bins in Staindrop which 
had been reported at a previous meeting of the Council and which the County 
Council had been asked to comment upon in relation to repairs/maintenance when 
such bins existed in other conservation or historically sensitive areas. 
 
The County Council had now responded indicating that in such an instance if a 
replacement bin was required it would only provide a basic bin – this applied across 
the whole of the County area. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the County Council be asked, as waste authority, to repair the litter bins. 
 
100/15  PLAYGROUND 
 

Amanda Astrop provided an update in relation to fundraising for Phase 2 of the play 
area. 
 
Reference was made to the need for the Parish Council to formally approve and sign 
off any bids for grants made in its name. It was suggested that Councillor Darrel 
Chapman be included in any future Playground group meetings as liaision member. 
The Clerk agreed to supply Councillor Chapman’s contact details to Amanda. 
 
The Clerk reported that a safety inspection had indicated that the two “springy” rides 
in the playground were slightly loose although was considered to be low risk. This 
had been raised by Groundwork with Kompan and they were to ask their installers to 
return to the site and rectify the issues or advise accordingly. 
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RESOLVED: 
 

1. That Councillor Chapman be authorised to attend any future meetings of the  
Playground Working Group to observe and report back to the Council on 
developments. 

2. Any applications for grant in the name of the Parish Council be subject to formal 
approval and sign off by the Council before submission.  

 
101/15  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

The following correspondence was considered: 
 

(a) Information from County Durham Assoc. of Local Councils (for copy see file of 
minutes). 

(b) Letter of thanks from Staindrop Carnival and Sports for donation. 
(c) Letter and newsletter from Butterwick Hospice. 
(d) Notification from Durham County Council about Tax Base, Local Council Tax 

Reduction Grant Allocations and Request for Precept 2016/17. 
(e) Request from Durham Cathedral for funding. 
(f) Letter from Scarth Hall Committee seeking co-operation from Parish Council 

in relation to provision of a defibrillator in Staindrop.  
 
RESOLVED:  

 

(i) CDALC report and other Correspondence: 
That the Council note the report and correspondence. 

(ii) Request from Durham Cathedral for funding – That no donation be made. 
(iii) Defibrillator – That Scarth Hall Committee be advised that the Parish Council 

would be happy to support any arrangements for the provision of a defibrillator. 
 
102/15  DISCUSSIONS WITH SCOUTS ABOUT SCOUT HUT 
 
The Clerk referred to the recent meeting which had taken place with the Staindrop 
scouts and guides about proposals for a new scout hut in Staindrop and to a note of 
the meeting which had been previously circulated. 
 
The meeting had also involved a discussion about access by the Scouts and Guides 
to the adjacent play area after the 7.00 p.m. daily closing time, when it had been 
agreed that, subject to consultation with adjoining local residents, the Council was 
minded to grant an exemption for use of the play area after this time, subject to 
proper oversight being provided and the Scouts and Guides providing appropriate 
indemnities in relation to such use. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the Scout Leader be advised that the Parish Council id fully supportive of 
the proposals for a new scout hut and the retention in Staindrop of the Scouts 
and Guides and that the Council be updated on developments. 

2. That, subject to consultation with local residents, the Council is minded to 
provide an exemption for the Scouts and Guides to use the play area after 
7.00 p.m. as long as appropriate undertakings and indemnities are provided 
in relation to such use. 

 
 
 
 
 



6 
 

 
103/15  CONSULTATION BY DURHAM COUNTY COUNCIL ON BIN 
COLLECTIONS 
 
The Council considered a consultation by Durham County Council on proposals for 
future bin collections where properties are situated some distance from the highway 
or are on an unadopted highway. The Clerk advised that he had spoken to the 
County Council area manager for waste in relation to this matter and it was unlikely 
that any properties in Staindrop would be affected. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That no objections or representations be made.  
 
104/15  INCREASED INSURANCE COVER 
 
The Clerk advised that, following the construction of the western Gateway and the 
proposed new notice board, he had asked the Council’s insurers to increase the level 
of cover by the sum of £1,620.00. The additional annual cost for the remainder of the 
year was £7.38 which had been deferred by the insurers until the next policy renewal 
date. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the increase be agreed and the actions of the Clerk be confirmed. 
 
105/15  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

The Clerk advised that the following applications had been received since the papers 
for the meeting had been dispatched: 
 
 

(a) Application No. DM/15/03329/PNT:: Variation to telecommunications mast at 
Louis Smith Motors, Staindrop . 

(b) Application No. DM/15/035011/FPA: Resubmission of Application No. 
DM/15/00600/FPA to retain replaced windows, doors and roof light to rear of 
No. 4 South Green, Staindrop. 

 
The Council had also received a preliminary consultation from Clarke telecom about 
proposals for an upgrade to a telecommunications radio base station at Cleatlam 
Lane, Staindrop, details of which were displayed at the meeting. 

 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That no objections be raised to the applications at (a) and (b) above. 
2. That the development subject to a proposed application at (c) above be noted. 
 
106/15  INCOME AND ACCOUNTS 
 

The following was reported to and authorised by the Council: 
 

Income 
 
NIL 
 
Expenditure 
 
G Stockton (Litter picking – Nov. 2015)    £54.17 
 
T Bolton (Salary, postage, expenses, etc. Nov. 2015)  £334.11 
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Durham County Council (Village Gateway, West end)  £618.71 
£210.00 plus £42.00 VAT 
 
Peter Wade (re-set bollard and playground gate repair)  £60.00 
 
HMRC (PAYE 3rd quarter)      £191.60 
 
 
107/15  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

There were no questions 
 
108/15  ARRANGEMENTS FOR DEALING WITH BUSINESS DURING THE 
DECEMBER RECESS 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk be authorised, in consultation with the Chairman or Vice Chairman, to 
deal with any issues requiring action during the December recess. 
 
109/15  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 21st January 2016. 
 
110/15  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the  
following items because of the need (a) to consider personnel issues and (b) to 
consider legal issues in relation to the footpaths on North Green. 
 

111/15  LITTER PICKING ARRANGEMENTS IN STAINDROP 
 
The Clerk referred to his previous report to Council about clarification/determination 
the contractual issues regarding litter picking in Staindrop and confirmed that the 
current litter picker had now agreed to the proposals for the new contract 
arrangements. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted. 
 
112/15  VILLAGE GREEN ISSUES 
 

Councillor Reed declared an interest in the following item and withdrew from the 
meeting. 
 

Councillor Humphries and the Clerk reported on progress with the research into the 
footpaths issues on North Green. 
 
It was hoped that the information about the role of the County Council would be able 
to be forwarded to Came and Company shortly and advice sought about a meeting 
with the landowners as requested. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted and Councillors Humphries and Smith, together with the 
Clerk be authorised to attend any meeting should one be deemed necessary. 
 
 


