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STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING 
 
Main Hall Thursday   Time:  7.15 p.m. 
Scarth Memorial Village Hall     21st January 2016 
Staindrop 
 
Present:  D Chapman, E Chicken, R J Humphries, D Kinch, D Reed (in the Chair) 
and A Smith. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 
Representative from the Teesdale Mercury. 
 
113/15  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 

There were apologies from County Councillors Richardson and Rowlandson. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the apologies be noted. 
 

114/15  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 

Councillor Reed declared an interest in relation Item 21 on the agenda (footpaths on 
North Green). 
 

115/15 ANY APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

There were no applications for Dispensations. 
 

116/15  MINUTES AND ACTION POINTS  
 

(a) The minutes of the meeting held on 19th November 2015 were confirmed as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

(b) A list outlining actions arising from issues determined at the November meeting 
was noted (for copy see file of minutes).  

 
 RESOLVED: 
 

That the Action Points report be noted. 
 

117/15  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC  
 

The Clerk advised that no questions had been notified to the Council. 
 

118/15  RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR 
 
The Clerk reported that a letter of resignation had been received from Councillor 
Andy Guy citing work and family reasons. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the County Council’s Returning Officer be advised of the resignation to 
enable the statutory notice of vacancy to be issued; and a letter be sent to 
Councillor Guy thanking him for his services to the Parish Council. 

2. That Councillor Darrel Chapman be appointed as Vice-Chairman and that he fill 
any relevant positions held by the Vice-Chairman on Committees or outside 
bodies, with the exception of the Police Crime and Community Panel for Bishop 
Auckland to which the Chairman of the Council be appointed. 
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119/15  POLICE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 
 
There was nothing to report. 
 
120/15  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 

Councillor Chicken referred to the award of £500,000 grant from the National Lottery 
towards improvements at Scarth Hall. Tenders for the works were currently awaited 
with a closing date of 29th January and a contractor would be appointed thereafter. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 
 

121/15  VILLAGE GREEN 
 

(a) General Issues 
 

The Clerk referred to recent works at the Corner House Cottage at Central Buildings 
which had resulted in the creation of a new path at the frontage to the property 
adjoining the village green. The boundaries had been checked and there was no 
encroachment of the statutory green, although a bollard at the eastern end of the 
new footpath/patio was adjacent to this area. The Chairman of the Council had 
discussed this with the owner of the property who was happy for the bollard to remain. 
 
(b) Parking Issues 
 

Reference was made to the continuing issues with parking and to the trailer which 
had been parked for some time opposite Scarth Hall. There were ongoing problems 
elsewhere on and around the greens. The Clerk advised that he had been informed 
by the County Council that Neighbourhood Wardens could be asked to carry out 
inspections of hotspots if necessary. In relation to the speeding issues on Winston 
Road it had been suggested that these issues needed to be taken through the local 
PACT meeting. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Police be invited to attend a future meeting of the Parish Council to explain 
why issues such as speeding needed to be pursued by the Council through the 
PACT and why Neighbourhood Wardens instead of the police are considered 
appropriate to deal with parking issues in Staindrop. 
 

(c) Litter Bins 
 

The Clerk advised that, following the Parish Council’s request to the County Council 
about repair/replacement of commemorative litter bins in Staindrop, the Council had 
been advised by the DCC officer dealing with this issue that it was proposed initially 
to undertake a survey of litter bins in the village. The Clerk further advised that it 
might be possible to obtain a grant from Teesdale Action Partnership towards 
replacement of the existing damaged bins. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the outcome of the survey be awaited and no bid for TAP grant be made as it 
considered the litter bins are the responsibility of the County Council 
 
(d) Gateways at Western and Eastern approaches to Staindrop 
 

The Clerk advised that he had now received a response from the County Council in 
relation to the Parish Council’s request to paint the Gateways to make them more 
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visible and he circulated photographs of other gateways nationally as examples of 
painting/signage. The majority of gateways were painted white and the response 
from the County Council highlighted that whilst it had no objections to the Parish 
Council painting the gateways this colour, this would require regular maintenance. 
 

In relation to the road safety message signage, the County Council had advised that, 
although a village nameplate could incorporate a road safety message, Department 
of Transport guidelines did not provide for standalone road safety signs in the 
highways 

 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Parish Council arrange for the Gateways at either end of the village to be 
painted white and that it maintain the paintwork thereafter and the County Council be 
asked if the existing village nameplate signs can be removed and relocated on the 
Gateway structures with a road safety message beneath. 
 

(e) Storm Damage to Bus Shelter Roof 
  
The Clerk advised that he had reported storm damage to the roof of the bus shelter 
on South Green to the County Council which had now arranged for repairs to be 
carried out. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the action be noted. 
 

(f) Storm Damage to Nos. 38-39 South Green 
 

The Clerk referred to the storm damage to properties on South Green and the 
erection of safety fencing at the frontage of the properties, the effect of which was to 
obstruct the public footway and to force people to walk around the fencing and onto 
the village green. Following a complaint from Councillor Smith, the County Council 
had been contacted about the issue and asked to consider putting a diversion in 
place.  Councillor Smith advised that the fencing was still in place and the Clerk 
advised that he would enquire further of the County Council. 
 

122/15  PLAYGROUND 
 

(a) Storm Damage 
 

The Clerk reported that the fence at the eastern end of the playground had been 
partly blown over during the storms before Christmas. Under the terms of the Lease 
with Raby the Parish Council was responsible for repair and maintenance of the 
boundary fences. 
 

Because the playground was likely to see increased usage over the Christmas 
holiday period and the potential risk to users, the Clerk had arranged for repairs to be 
undertaken by a local contractor, Mr Wade at a cost of £220 as a matter of urgency 
following consultation with the Chairman. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the actions of the Clerk and the expenditure incurred be approved and any 
relevant Standing Orders/Financial Regulations be suspended in relation to this issue 
because of the urgent need to undertake the work. 
 

(b) Playground Gate 
 

The Clerk reported that the playground gate may need attention and suggested that 
funding might be available to undertake the works from TAP. Councillor D Kinch 
declared an interest as Chair of the TAP and took no further part in the discussion. 
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RESOLVED: 
 

That the costs of repairs to the gate and gatepost(s) be explored with a view to 
submitting a bid if considered appropriate. 
 

123/15  BUDGET AND PRECEPT 2016-17 
 
The Council considered a report of the Clerk about the budget and precept for 2016-
17 (for copy see file).  
 

The Finance Committee had met immediately prior to the meeting of the Parish 
Council and recommended as follows: 
 

 That the budget for 2016-17 be £16,360. Taking into account the LCTRS 
grant of £571, this would result in a precept of £15,789 and a Band D Council 
Tax rate of £35. 

 The hours of the Clerk be raised from 6 hours per week to 9 hours per week 
to take into account increased workload. 

 Donations of £100 each be made to Staindrop Parents and Toddlers Group 
and the Great North Air Ambulance. 

 

The Clerk withdrew from the meeting during consideration of the recommendation 
relating to his hours of work. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the recommendations of the Finance Committee in relation to the budget and 
precept for 2016-17; the working hours of the Clerk; and the donations to Staindrop 
Parents and Toddlers Group and the Great North Air Ambulance all be approved. 
 
124/15  AUDIT ARRANGEMENTS: 2016-17 AND 2017 ONWARDS 
 
The Clerk reported on the demise of the Audit Commission and the changes in audit 
arrangements for smaller Parish Councils with budgets of less than £25,000. The 
requirements for an annual financial return and submission (to BDO LLP) for external 
audit would continue in 2016-17, but from 2017 onwards although there would still be 
a requirement to complete an annual financial return there would no longer be a need 
to submit it for external audit. Instead, the requirements of the Transparency 
Regulations for publication of financial information would suffice. However, there 
would still be a need for an external auditor to be appointed to deal with any issues, 
such as those raised by local electors.  
 
Small Parish Councils had two choices – either to use the audit service 
arrangements (SAAAL) which were being set up on behalf of DCLG by NALC, the 
SLCC and Association of Drainage Authorities, which would procure and contract 
such services for a period of five years; or they could appoint their own external 
auditors. Unless Councils decided specifically to opt out of the SAAAL arrangements 
they would be automatically opted in. A decision needed to be made by 31st March if 
Councils wished to opt out of the SAAAL arrangements and appoint their own 
auditors. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Council opt into the SAAAL arrangements for audit from 2017 onwards. 
 
125/15  PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE 
 

The Clerk reported that the County Council was proposing to change the 
arrangements for hosting Parish Council websites. From 18th January there would be  
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changes in how Parish Councils were supported with the removal of dedicated 
support. From 1st April websites would move to a new system and the banner on the 
home page would be lost. However, Councils had the option to take out a Service 
Level Agreement (SLA) with the County Council from this date which would result in 
a service similar to that previously enjoyed and retention of a banner. From 1st April 
2017 the Service would cease altogether unless Parish Councils entered into this 
SLA. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That no SLA be entered into and the Clerk explore the possibility of alternative 
website provision. 
 
126/15  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

The following correspondence was considered: 
 

(a) Information from County Durham Assoc. of Local Councils (schedule 
attached). 

(b) Invitation from Chairman of Durham County Council to Chairmen/Mayors of 
Town and Parish Councils – Durham Town Hall 18th January. 

(c) Invite to nominate attendees for Royal Garden Party – 24th May 2016. 
(d) Pensions Regulations – Staging date. 

 

RESOLVED:  
 

I. That the Council note the CDALC report, invitation from the Chairman of 
Durham County Council and the Pensions Regulator Staging Date email. 

II. That Councillor Darrel Chapman and spouse be nominated to attend the 
Royal Garden Party. 

 

127/15  UPDATE ON DISCUSSIONS WITH SCOUTS 
 
The Clerk reported that, following discussions with the Scout Leader about progress 
with the new accommodation for the Scouts and Guides, he had been advised that 
there had been difficulties over a water supply to the premises. This was currently 
shared with Scarth Hall, but following the renovations to Scarth Hall, the Scouts had 
been informed that a separate metered supply to their premises would be required 
and there would be costs associated with installation.  
 
An email from the Scout Leader had been only just been received immediately prior 
to the Parish Council meeting seeking a contribution from the Parish Council towards 
the costs of obtaining the survey/estimates for the work. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted and the Scouts be advised of the correct procedures for 
seeking financial support from the Council. 
 

128/15  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
The following applications were considered: 
 

(a) Current Applications: 
 

Application No. DM/15/03923/FPA: Demolition of garage building and erection of 
dwelling with car port and garage at Nursery Garage, Stangarth Lane, Staindrop. 
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Application No. DM/16/00020/FPA: Demolition of existing buildings and erection of 
2no. detached dwellings with garages at Gorst Hall Gardens, Stangarth Lane, 
Staindrop. 
 

Application No. DM/16/00074/VOC: Variation of condition 2 pursuant to planning 
permission 6/2011/0338/DM for the increase in size of detached garage to Unit 1, 
Unit 1 Land To The Rear Of Staindrop Hall, 20 Front Street, Staindrop. 
 

(b) Applications to which responses have been submitted under delegated 
powers between meetings: 

 

Application No. DM/15/03060/LB: Replace curved glass panes in front bay windows 
with flat glass panes at Keswick House 27 Front Street Staindrop. No objections. 
 

Application No. DM/15/03390/LB: Replacement first floor windows to front and 
rear  at 26 Front Street Staindrop. No. objections. 
 

Application No. DM/15/03512/LB:  Resubmission of listed building consent 
DM/15/00493/LB to retain works carried out including internal alterations, 
replacement windows and doors and installation of roof light to rear at 4 South Green 
Staindrop. No objections.  
 

(c) Applications Approved by Durham County Council 
 

Application No. DM/15/03390/LB: Replacement first floor windows to front and rear at 
26 Front Street, Staindrop. 
 

Application No. DM/15/03511/FPA: Resubmission of application DM/15/00600/FPA 
to retain replaced windows, doors and roof light to rear of 4 South Green, Staindrop. 
 

Application No. DM/15/03511/FPA: Resubmission of application DM/15/00600/FPA 
to retain replaced windows, doors and roof light to rear of 4 South Green Staindrop.  
 

In relation to the planning applications at (a) above on Stangarth Lane, Councillor 
Chicken declared an interest as a nearby householder and took no part in the 
discussions relating to either application. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the Parish Council formally objects to the planning applications at (a) 
above in relation to Nursery Garage and Gorst Hall Gardens; the Clerk be 
delegated, in consultation with the Chairman, to submit detailed comments on 
both proposals; and the County Council be requested to determine both 
applications by its Planning Committee. 

2. That no objections be made to the application at (a) above in relation to 
variation of a condition in relation to a garage at Rear Staindrop Hall 

3. That the actions in response to the applications at (b) above be confirmed 

4. The approvals at (c) above be noted.  
 
129/15  INCOME AND ACCOUNTS 
 

The following was reported to and authorised by the Council: 
 

Income 
 
Rental Income, Blakely Quarry     £100.00 
 
Expenditure 
 
G Stockton (Litter picking – Dec 2015)    £54.17 
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G Stockton (Litter picking – Jan 2016)    £54.17 
 
T Bolton (Salary, etc. Dec. 2015)     £265.50 
 
T Bolton (Salary, etc. plus laser toner Jan. 2016)   £351.96 
         (inc. £11.14 VAT) 
 
CE & CM Walker Ltd. (grass cut Oct. 2015    £126.00 
         (inc. £21.00 VAT) 
 
Open Spaces Society Annual Subscription    £45.00 
 
Information Commissioner – Ann. Reg. Fee    £35.00 
 
Park Lane Services – Play Are Inspections (Nov/Dec)  £114.00 
         (inc. £19.00 VAT) 

   
130/15  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

Reference was made to the excellent display of Christmas lights during the holiday 
seasons. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Council write to the Christmas Lights Committee expressing its 
congratulations on the excellent display of Christmas lights in 2015. 
 

131/15  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 18th February 2016. 
 
132/15  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the  
following item because of the need to consider legal issues in relation to the 
footpaths on North Green. 
 

133/15  FOOTPATHS ON NORTH GREEN 
 

Councillor Reed declared an interest in the following item and withdrew from the 
meeting. 
 

COUNCILLOR D CHAPMAN in the Chair 

 
The Clerk reported that, following discussion with the Council’s insurers, he had 
written to Raby Estate agreeing to a meeting and asking for details of persons 
attending and issues to be discussed to be clarified. A reply was still awaited. 
 

Councillor Humphries provided an update about the highways issues. The County 
Council would be contacted about the issues researched in relation to the status of 
highways. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted 


