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STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING 
 
Main Hall Thursday   Time:  7.15 p.m. 
Scarth Memorial Village Hall     18th February 2016 
Staindrop 
 
Present:  D Chapman, E Chicken, R J Humphries, D Reed (in the Chair) and A 
Smith. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 
Amanda Astrop and Ian Yeoward (Item 10 onwards) 
 
Representative from the Teesdale Mercury. 
 
134/15  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 

There was an apology from County Councillor Richardson. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the apology be noted. 
 

135/15  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 

Councillor Chicken declared an interest in relation Item 15 on the agenda (Planning 
Applications Nursery Garage and Gorst Hall Gardens, Staindrop) and Councillor 
Reed in relation to Item 21 (footpaths, North Green). 
 

136/15 ANY APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

There were no applications for Dispensations. 
 

137/15  MINUTES AND ACTION POINTS  
 

(a) The minutes of the meeting held on 21st January 2016 were confirmed as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

(b) A list outlining actions arising from issues determined at the January meeting was 
noted (for copy see file of minutes).  

 

 RESOLVED: 
 

That the Action Points report be noted. 
 

138/15  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC  
 

The Clerk advised that no questions had been notified to the Council. 
 

139/15  POLICE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 
 

There was nothing to report about crime issues locally. The Clerk referred to the 
recently issued PEEL report which had identified Durham Constabulary as the best 
performing police force in the UK. 
 
140/15  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 

(a) Scarth Hall 
 

Councillor Chicken referred to the improvements to Scarth Hall which were  
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scheduled to commence in March and advised that tenders had now been received 
and were being discussed with the contractors. An issue had arisen about the need 
for a site hut during part of the works – this was expected to be for weeks, not 
months – and as there were issues with the narrowness of the highway in front of 
Scarth Hall, the contractors had asked whether it might be possible to place the hut 
on the South Green. 
 

Reference was made to the previous refusal by the Parish Council in 2015 to allow a 
site cabin linked to the Scout Hut redevelopment on the green and of the need to 
maintain consistency. In essence, permission could not be given in any event; what 
would be necessary was for the Parish Council to give an undertaking that it would 
not bring any action under the Byelaws. It was suggested that it might be preferable if 
the hut was sited on one of the many adopted highways crossing South Green, such 
as that adjacent to Central Buildings and The Laurels (although the status of this 
roadway was still being clarified), as there were several other alternative routes for 
vehicles crossing the green, although it was appreciated that a temporary road 
closure order may be required from the County Council. 
 

(b) Teesdale Travellers and Residents Forum 
 

Councillor Reed reported that he had attended a recent meeting of the Forum with 
Councillor Kinch. Planning was already underway for the annual Appleby migration. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. Consent by the Parish Council not to act under the village green Byelaws be not 
given, but the Parish Council write to Durham County Council to determine 
whether the road adjacent to The Laurels (a) can be confirmed as adopted; and 
(b) to inquire whether it could be subject to a temporary road traffic regulation 
order to allow a site hut to be placed on it during the Scarth Hall works. 

2. Councillor Reed’s report be noted. 
 

141/15  RISK MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 
 

The Council considered a report of the Clerk setting out details of a proposed risk 
management strategy for adoption by the Council for the coming year (for copy see 
file of minutes). 
 

Reference was made to the current member vacancies on the Council and of the 
need to ensure that the inability of the Council to attract and retain sufficient numbers 
of members be identified as a medium risk and added to the risk schedule. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Strategy be approved and adopted, subject to the addition to the Schedule 
of the risk outlined above. 
 

142/15  VILLAGE GREEN 
 

(a) Parking Issues 
 

Reference was made to the continuing issues with parking. Following the last 
meeting contact had been made with the Police as there were issues about who 
exactly was responsible for prosecuting speeding vehicles through the village and 
those which were illegally parked or causing obstructions and members had queried 
why such issues had to be channelled through the PACT Meeting. The local beat 
officer had indicated that he would be happy to attend a standalone meeting with the 
Parish Council, but had advised that on a number of occasions when speed cameras 
had been used in the village recently, only a small number of penalty notices had 
been issued. 
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RESOLVED: 
 

That arrangements be made for the Council to meet with the local beat police officer 
to discuss the issues. 
 

(b) Litter Bins 
 

The Clerk referred to the Parish Council’s previous request to the County Council 
about repair/replacement of the commemorative litter bins in Staindrop, following 
which the Council had been advised by the DCC officer dealing with this issue that it 
was proposed initially to undertake a survey of litter bins in the village. The survey 
results were still awaited. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the County Council be asked to expedite the survey. 
 

(c) Gateways at Western and Eastern approaches to Staindrop 
 

The Clerk advised that he had now received a response from the County Council in 
relation to the Parish Council’s request to paint and maintain the Gateways to make 
them more advising that the County Council had no issues with the Parish Council 
painting and maintaining the signs. However, in relation to the road safety message 
signage, the County Council had advised that the only real option would be for the 
existing metal sign to be replaced in its entirety and to fix a new Staindrop nameplate 
including driver message to the gateway fence below. The cost of the works was 
anticipated at £1,000 per sign and funding was not available to do this. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That approval be given for the purchase of the necessary material to paint the 
gateway fences in black/dark oak so as to reduce maintenance of the fence. 

2. That the Clerk write to the County Council to ascertain if the existing DCC metal 
signs can remain in place, but with an additional village sign and safety message 
on the gateway fence below, which the Parish Council would fund. 

 

(d) Scout Hut 
  
The Clerk reported that, it was understood that Northumbrian Water were looking at 
the issues currently with a view to installing a private supply along Stangarth Lane to 
the Scout Hut. Recent correspondence with the Scout Leader together with  this 
proposal for the water supply works, appeared to indicate that the development was 
now going ahead. In relation to any applications to be made to the Parish Council for 
financial support, the Clerk reported that he had advised the Scout Leader about the 
manner in which these should be submitted. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted. 
 

(e) Defibrillator 
 

The Clerk referred to the ongoing discussions with Mrs Wylie of Scarth Hall 
Committee about the provision of a defibrillator in Staindrop and circulated 
photographs showing the different types of cabinets and provision. Advice from the 
North East Ambulance Service about the best type of equipment was still awaited by 
Mrs Wylie and the outcome of an application for a grant from Richardson Hospital 
was also pending, following which an application might also need to be made to the 
Teesdale Action Partnership for a grant. 
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Consideration also needed to be given to the installation costs and the requirement 
for an electricity supply and to ongoing maintenance, such as replacement of 
batteries and pads. It was suggested the most appropriate site for the cabinet would 
be the front of Scarth Hall as the existing Parish Council notice board could be 
removed when the new notice board on North Green was installed. Consultations 
with the planners at the County Council had indicated there would be no requirement 
for any planning permission for the defibrillator. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the Parish Council agrees to assume ongoing responsibility for the 
maintenance and upkeep of the defibrillator. 

2. That the frontage of Scarth Hall be the preferred location for the defibrillator and 
the Scarth Hall Management Committee be asked to approve this as well as the 
installation of an electricity supply from within the hall – arrangements for any 
payments linked to this to be determined in discussion with Scarth Hall. 

3. The Parish Council make up any shortfall in funding towards the purchase and 
installation of the defibrillator should the full cost be not met from grant. 

 

143/15  PLAYGROUND 
 

(a) Proposed Exemption for Use of Playground by Staindrop Scouts and 
Guides 

 

The Clerk reported that the consultation with adjoining local residents about the 
granting of an exemption to the Scouts/Guides for use of the playground after 7 p.m., 
subject to undertakings, had only resulted in the receipt of one letter which was 
supportive of the proposal, subject to it being on evenings when the Scouts/Guides 
hut was in use. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That an exemption be granted subject to the agreement of the Scouts and Guides to 
any undertakings or conditions required by the Parish Council. 
 

(b) Playground Gate 
 

The Clerk reported further on the condition of the playground gate which had been 
highlighted during a recent inspection (but only as a low risk). A decision was needed 
on whether the gate should be repaired or replaced. Reference was made to Phase 2 
of the playground development which would probably see the replacement of the 
boundary fence and gate, so a decision was needed on whether repairs could be 
carried out in the interim. It might be possible to obtain a grant for the works from 
TAP, depending on the cost. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the costs of repairs to the gate and gatepost(s) be explored with a view to 
submitting a bid if considered appropriate. 
 

(c) Award of Grant for Phase 2 
 

Amanda Astrop reported on the bids which had been submitted for grant and the 
award of £3,000 from the Sir James Knott Trust towards the further development of 
the playground. Following the submission of a bid to Tesco against a fund it had 
established to distribute monies raised by the 5p carrier bag levy, the playground 
scheme was to go forward with two other projects to be voted upon by shoppers at 
local Tesco Branches. At the very least £8,000 would be available and if the scheme 
was placed second, the award would be £10,000 and if first, £12,000. The two local 
County Councillors had also promised a donation of £10,000 from the  
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Neighbourhood budget. The target for funding Phase 2 was £36,000, but these 
generous sums meant that planning for Phase Two was already underway. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted and the Playground group be thanked for their hard work 
in raising funds. 
 

144/15  ARRANGEMENTS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL 
 

The Clerk advised that he had sought alternative accommodation for meetings of the 
Parish Council during the works at Scarth Hall which were scheduled to commence 
in March. The Masonic Hall had been identified as a suitable venue. There would be 
no charge as Scarth Hall had advised that they would make a contribution towards 
the room hire cost from the Parish Council’s annual donation. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Masonic Hall be used for meetings of the Parish Council during the 
renovation works to Scarth Hall. 
 

145/15  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

The following correspondence was considered: 
 

(a) Information from County Durham Assoc. of Local Councils (schedule attached). 
(b) Nominations for Durham County Council Chairman’s Medal – email from TAP. 
(c) Youth Service Review – Consultation by Durham County Council. 
(d) The Children’s Foundation – Request for donation. 
 

RESOLVED:  
 

I. That the Council note the CDALC report; the call for nominations for the 
Chairman’s meda; and the Youth Service Review. 

II. That the request for funding from the Children’s Foundation be forwarded to 
the next meeting of the Finance Committee. 

 

146/15  THE PENSIONS REGULATOR 
 

The Clerk reported receipt of a further letter from the Pensions Regulator setting out 
the dates for submitting a declaration of compliance. It was uncertain whether the 
Parish Council needed to enrol for the scheme and he was discussing the issues with 
the Council’s payroll providers to determine what, if any, action needed to be taken. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted. 
 

147/15  EXTERNAL AUDIT FOR SMALLER AUTHORITIES 
 

The Clerk provided an update on developments relating to external audit 
arrangements from 2017-18 onwards. The Council had previously decided to opt into 
the government supported scheme provided by NALC and the SLCC. It had now 
been reported that smaller local councils would need to certify (by completing an 
annual exemption certificate each year) that they did not need to submit an Annual 
Return. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted. 
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148/15  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

An update on the following applications was provided. Councillor Chicken took no 
part in the discussion: 
 

Applications Nos. DM/15/03923/FPA: Demolition of garage building and erection of 
dwelling with car port and garage at Nursery Garage, Stangarth Lane, Staindrop and 
DM/16/00020/FPA: Demolition of existing buildings and erection of 2 no. detached 
dwellings with garages at Gorst Hall Gardens, Stangarth Lane, Staindrop. 
 

The Clerk reported that the objections had now been submitted to the County Council 
and a request made for the applications to be determined by the Council’s Planning 
Committee. This had been agreed. It was now a matter for the Parish Council to 
determine whether or not it wished to appear at the Planning Committee meeting to 
speak to the Committee under the representations procedure. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Parish Council appear and make representations at the Planning 
Committee which determines the above applications. 
 

149/15  INCOME AND ACCOUNTS 
 

The following was reported to and authorised by the Council: 
 

Income 
 

NIL 
 
Expenditure 
 

G Stockton (Litter picking – Feb 2016)    £54.17 
 

T Bolton (Salary, etc. Feb 2016)     £288.98 
 

Staindrop Parents and Toddlers (donation)    £100.00 
 

Great North Air Ambulance (donation)    £100.00 

   
150/15  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

There were no questions. 
 

151/15  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 17th March 2016 
and will be preceded by the Annual Parish Assembly. 
 
152/15  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the  
following items because of the need to consider contractual and legal issues in 
relation to (a) Phase 2 of the Playground and (b) the footpaths on North Green. 
 

153/15  PLAYGROUND PHASE 2 
 
The Clerk outlined the issues which needed to be considered by the Parish Council 
and Playground Committee in relation to Phase 2 which (if Groundwork Trust was not 
to oversee the project) had to be resolved and agreed. These included the role of the 
Parish Council in agreeing/approving the design and layout of Phase 2; the drawing 
up of specifications, invitation, evaluation and selection of tenders and  
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oversight of contractors/suppliers during installation. In relation to the drawing up of 
the specifications, tender documents, management of the process and negotiations 
with contractors post contract and during installation of the works, Amanda Astrop 
referred to the discussion which had taken place with a suitably qualified individual 
who had been involved in the Eggleston playground project and had offered to 
oversee the process at a relatively low cost. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the position be noted and arrangements be made to negotiate and enter into 
a contract with the individual identified who is suitably qualified to undertake the 
work. 

2. Standing Orders and Financial Regulations be waived in this instance because of 
the specialised nature of the work and value for money to be obtained. 

 

154/15  FOOTPATHS ON NORTH GREEN 
 

Councillor Reed declared an interest in the following item and withdrew from the 
meeting. 
 
As Councillors Chapman and Smith left the meeting at this point, the remainder of 
the meeting was inquorate. The Clerk provided an information update for the 
remaining members at this point. 

 


