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STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING 
 
Masonic Hall Thursday   Time:  7.25 p.m. 
Staindrop          17th March 2016 
 
 
Present:  D Chapman (in the Chair), E Chicken, S Devonport, R J Humphries, D 
Kinch and A Smith. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 
Mrs. Dawn Devonport 
 
Representative from the Teesdale Mercury. 
 
155/15  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 

There was an apology from Councillor D Reed who was on holiday. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the apology be approved. 
 

156/15  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 

Councillor Smith declared an interest in relation Item 9 on the agenda (Request from 
Staindrop Carnival Committee regarding use of the village green for the annual 
carnival). 
 

157/15 ANY APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

There were no applications for Dispensations. 
 

158/15  MINUTES AND ACTION POINTS  
 

(a) The minutes of the meeting held on 18th February 2016 were confirmed as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

(b) A list outlining actions arising from issues determined at the February meeting 
was noted (for copy see file of minutes).  

 

 RESOLVED: 
 

That the Action Points report be noted. 
 

159/15  TO CONSIDER AN APPLICATION FOR CO-OPTION TO THE COUNCIL 
 

Members heard an application from Mrs Dawn Devonport to become a co-opted 
member of the Council. Mrs Devonport was thanked for her interest and advised that 
her application would be discussed and determined later in the closed part of the 
meeting. 
 
160/15  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC  
 

The Clerk advised that no questions had been notified to the Council. 
 

161/15  POLICE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 
 

There was nothing to report about crime issues locally. Councillor Chicken advised 
that he had received a PACT meeting notice about the next meeting to be held on  
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23rd March at which speeding was to be discussed. It was agreed the notice would be 
placed on the new parish council notice board. 
 
162/15  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 

(a) Scarth Hall 
 

Councillor Chicken referred to the timescale for refurbishment works to Scarth Hall, 
including the removal of asbestos. 
 
163/15  VILLAGE GREEN, ETC. 
 

(a) Gateway Issues 
 

The Clerk reported that, in further correspondence with the County Council, there 
was no likelihood of success in relation to the Parish Council’s requests for road 
safety message signage to be placed on the gateway fencing. The County Council 
had also referred to costs of placing road markings on the highway in the vicinity of 
the gateways which the Parish Council had raised and the pressure on its budget. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the County Council be asked to consider road markings (but not rumble 
strips) in the vicinity of the gateway entrances to Staindrop. 

2. That the County Council be asked to grant permission for the Parish Council to 
undertake the planting of a flowerbed within the highway at the base of the 
gateway fencing, for which the Parish Council would give an undertaking to 
maintain in future. 

 

(b) Scouts/Guides – Update on Water Supply and Funding Issues 
 

The Clerk advised that works to install the water supply along Stangarth Lane to the 
new scout hut had begun on 15th March and were being undertaken by Northumbrian 
Water on a no-cost voluntary basis.  
 
Despite previous communication with the Scout Leader no requests for financial 
support from the Parish Council towards the project had been forthcoming. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted. 
 

(c) Defibrillator 
 

The Clerk advised that the application by Scarth Hall to the Friends of Richardson 
Hospital for funding towards a defibrillator in Staindrop had been successful with a 
grant of £500 payable to the Parish Council. The grant had to be spent within six 
months. It was suggested that an application should also be made to Teesdale 
Action Partnership for funding of £1000 towards the defibrillator and that the Parish 
Council seek to progress the project. 
  
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That The Friends of Richardson Hospital be thanked for their generosity in 
providing a grant. 

2. An application be made to TAP for a grant of up to £1000 and the Parish Council 
thereafter seek to progress the provision of the defibrillator. 

 
(d) Dog Fouling – Beckside and Queen’s Head Wynd 
 

The Clerk reported a recent telephone message from the owner of a holiday cottage 
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adjacent to Beckside at the northern end of Queen’s Head Wynd expressing concern 
about the level of dog fouling in the locality and the impression it gave to visitors 
renting the cottage. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the County Council be asked to investigate dog fouling in the locality and the 
Parish Council requests a supply of “no dog fouling” stickers to be placed on 
lampposts etc. in Staindrop, including the Black Path. Additionally, that an officer 
from the Neighbourhood Warden Team attend a future meeting of the Council to 
advise more fully how dog fouling issues are tackled.  
 

(e) Grass Cutting Contract 
 

The Clerk reported that the three year contract for cutting of the village greens and 
playground had now come to an end. In discussions with the contractor an offer had 
been made to extend the contract for a further year on the same terms, i.e. £105 per 
cut plus VAT. This was consistent with Standing Orders and Financial Regulations 
and members had previously expressed satisfaction with the quality of the work 
undertaken by the contractor. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the contract be extended for a further year on existing terms. 
 
(f) Parish Council Notice Board 
 

The Clerk advised that the new Parish Council notice board had now been erected 
on North Green opposite the Spar Shop. One side of the notice board was proposed 
for Parish Council notices; the other as a Community Notice Board. It was suggested 
that some guidance needed to be drawn up outlining the arrangements for use of the 
notice board (i.e. community and not private/commercial notices). The Chairman 
already had a key. Councillor Chicken advised that he would also be happy to be a 
key-holder. The Clerk further advised that, because of the position of the new notice 
board on the green, it might be advisable to place a small adjacent paving slab so as 
to prevent erosion and such work would be de-minimis. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk draw up a scheme for use of the community notice board and the 
Council’s contractor be asked to undertake the further works in connection with the 
notice board to protect the green. 
 
Councillor Smith took no part in the discussion on the following item. 
 

(g) Staindrop Carnival 
 

The Clerk reported receipt of an email from the Secretary to the Staindrop Carnival 
Committee requesting use of the Village Green for the annual Staindrop Carnival 
commencing 9th July 2016. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Parish Council in relation to its role regarding the village green raises no 
objection to the carnival, subject to the Carnival Committee ensuring that appropriate 
insurance and health and safety arrangements are in place for the duration of the 
event. 
 

(h) Black Path - Asbestos 
 

Councillor Devonport referred to recent works undertaken on the roof of a property 
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adjacent to the “Black Path” when asbestos roofing which had been removed had  
been stored on pallets in the vicinity. There were still remnants of the roofing nearby. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the County Council be advised accordingly. 
 

(i) Litter – Discarded Cigarette Ends on Pavements 
  

Councillor Devonport referred to the amount of cigarette ends discarded on the  
pavements outside both the entrances to Scarth Hall and to the Wheatsheaf Public 
House. Councillor Chicken advised that a clean up operation took place outside 
Scarth Hall following the monthly open mic nights when this litter was most prevalent. 
Reference was made by other members to the receptacles and clean up 
arrangements already in place at the Wheatsheaf Public House. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted 
 

(j) Speeding on Winston Road 
 

Councillor Devonport referred to the continual levels of speeding on Winston Road. 
Councillor Chapman advised that this was to be the subject of discussion at the 
forthcoming PACT meeting and he would try to attend. 
 

(k) Obstruction of Footpath 
 

Councillor Devonport referred to a potential obstruction of a footpath at a property at 
either 12 or 13 Broumley Court caused by the stacking of logs on the pavement 
and/or parking of a van on the path. 
 
The Clerk agreed to investigate and to notify the County Council if appropriate. 
 
(l) Parking in Staindrop 
 

Councillor Smith referred to the continuing difficulties with parking in Staindrop and 
asked whether appropriate parts of the village green might be used for parking. The 
Clerk and Councillor Humphries outlined the nature of the very strict statutory 
protection afforded to village greens; the role of the Parish Council in protecting 
greens; and the difficulties of using greens for parking unless exchange land could be 
provided. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Parish Council write to Raby Estate to enquire about the possibility of land in 
the village which might be suitable for additional parking, or as exchange land. 
 
164/15  PLAYGROUND 
 

(a) Playground Gate 
 

The Clerk reported that, following a recent safety inspection of the playground, 
concerns had been raised about a potential finger trap on the gate which needed 
prompt attention and following consultation with the Chairman, the Council’s 
contractor had been asked to undertake the works as a matter of urgency.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the actions be confirmed. 
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(b) Playground Fencing 
 

Reference was made to the need to ensure adequate fencing was in place at the 
east, west and southern boundaries of the playground as part of the Phase 2 
programme, so as to ensure the future security of the site, including arrangements for 
opening and closing the playground. Councillor Chapman advised that he would be 
happy to facilitate a meeting with fencing contractors and the playground committee 
and Scouts/Guides to examine the possibilities. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the arrangements for future fencing of the site be explored with the Playground 
Committee and Scouts/Guides. 
 

(c) Hedge Cutting on Northern Boundary 
 

The Clerk reported that he had been contacted by the Chairman prior to his 
departure on holiday to advise that arrangements had been made with Mr Lea, the 
contractor who had cut the hedge on the playground northern boundary in 2015 to do 
so again in the current year for the sum of £35. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the actions of the Chairman be confirmed and the payment of £35 for the works 
be authorised. 
 
(d) Playground Inspection Course 
 

The Clerk advised that details had been received of a playground inspection course 
on 13th and14th April at Herrington Country Park. The cost of the two day course was 
£250 with a completion certificate and option of an additional exam for an operational 
inspectors qualification at an additional fee of £195 (£445 in total). Following an 
earlier interest expressed by Councillor Chapman, the Clerk had sought guidance 
from the Chairman who was agreeable to Councillor Chapman attending the two day 
course at a fee of £250, if available to do so. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That arrangements be made for Councillor Chapman to attend the two day course at 
a cost of £250. 
 
165/15  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

The following correspondence was considered: 
 

(a) Information from County Durham Assoc. of Local Councils (schedule attached). 
(b) Great North Air Ambulance – Letter of Thanks for Donation 
(c) Staindrop Parent and Toddler Group – Letter of Thanks for Donation 
(d) Queen’s 90

th
 Birthday Commemorative Medal – Invitation to purchase. 

(e) Citizens Advice Bureau – Request for donation. 
 

RESOLVED:  
 

I. That the Council note the CDALC report and the letters of thanks for 
donations; 

II. No commemorative medals be purchased;  
III. That the request for funding from the Citizens Advice Bureau be forwarded for 

consideration at a future meeting of the Finance Committee. 
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166/15  THE PENSIONS REGULATOR 
 

The Clerk reported that he had now received advice from the Council’s payroll 
provider in relation to pension auto-enrolment. Currently the Clerk’s salary was below 
the level for qualifying for auto-enrolment into a pension scheme, but the Clerk did 
have the option to ask to be entered into a scheme.  
 
If the current Clerk did not wish to be entered into a pension scheme (which he had 
already indicated he did not), it would be necessary for the Council (Chairman) 
formally to write to the Clerk advising of the options available and then for the Clerk 
formally to decline. At this point the Council could write to the Pensions Regulator 
advising that it had no employees eligible for, or who wished to opt into a, pension 
scheme. As the current Clerk’s salary was close to the threshold however, it was 
suggested that this matter needed to be revisited each year 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted; the procedure outlined above be approved; and standing 
orders and/or financial regulations be amended if necessary to recognise the new 
requirements. 
 
167/15  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

The Clerk reported as follows (Councillor Chicken took no part in the discussion at 
(a)(i) below). 
 
(a) Current Applications: 
 

(i) Update on Applications Nos. DM/15/03923/FPA: Demolition of garage 
building and erection of dwelling with car port and garage at Nursery Garage, 
Stangarth Lane, Staindrop and DM/16/00020/FPA: Demolition of existing 
buildings and erection of 2 no. detached dwellings with garages at Gorst Hall 
Gardens, Stangarth Lane, Staindrop. 

(ii) Application No. DM/16/00583/FPA: Erection of single storey rear extension at 
6 Winston Road, Staindrop. 

(iii) Application No. DM/16/00677/LB: Replacement Windows etc. at 1 South 
Green, Staindrop. 

 

(b) Applications Received and Responded to Under Delegated Powers between 
Meetings 

 

(i) Application No. DM/16/00320/VOC: Variation of condition 2 pursuant to 
planning permission DM/15/01883/FPA for alterations to the external 
appearance of the Scout Hut, Stangarth Lane, Staindrop – no objections 
raised. 

(ii) Application No. DM/16/00334/LB: Replacement windows (Retrospective)  at 6 
Front Street, Staindrop – no objections raised. 

 
(c) Approved by Durham County Council 
 

(i) Application No. DM/15/03060/LB: Listed Building application - replace curved 
glass panes in front bay windows with flat glass panes at 27 Front Street, 
Staindrop. 

(ii) Application No. DM/16/00074/VOC: Variation of condition 2 pursuant to 
planning permission 6/2011/0338/DM for the increase in size of detached 
garage to Unit 1 at rear of Staindrop Hall, 20 Front Street, Staindrop. 
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In relation to the applications at (a)(i) above, the Clerk advised that he had attended 
the meeting of the County Council’s South-West Durham Planning Committee that 
afternoon to outline the Parish Council’s objections against both developments. The 
applicants had also been present to comment on the applications. The Committee 
had approved both applications as recommended by the planning officer. The Clerk 
outlined the key factors which appeared to have influenced the decisions. 
 
Councillor Humphries expressed disappointment at the decisions reported by the 
Clerk on both applications to which the Council had objected. Whilst making it clear 
that he was not commenting specifically on these applications, they raised a general 
issue concerning pre-application advice and discussions between officers and 
applicants and the perception that might be given to the public when the same 
officers were responsible for writing reports and making recommendations for 
approval, particularly when objections to applications were received and especially in 
cases when the final decision was made exclusively by an officer under delegated 
powers. Councillor Kinch advised that he had also expressed concerns to the County 
Council in the past about pre-application discussions with applicants of which Parish 
Councils and potential objectors were not aware of and not made party to under 
current arrangements. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 
1. That representations be made by the Parish Council (via Councillor Kinch) to the 

County Council/Parish Councils Forum about the issues set out in relation to (a) (i) 
above. 

2. That no objections be raised to the applications outlined at (a) (ii) and (iii) above. 
3. That the actions of the Clerk in responding to the applications under (b) above be 

confirmed. 
4. That the approvals at (c) above be noted.  
 
 

168/15  RENEWAL OF PARISH COUNCIL INSURANCE 
 

The Clerk reported that the Parish Council insurance for 2016-17 had now fallen due 
for renewal. The Council was currently in a three year tie in and the cost for the 
coming financial year was £378.05. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the insurance be renewed on the existing terms and conditions in accordance 
with the current tie in arrangements. 
 
169/15  INCOME AND ACCOUNTS 
 

The following was reported to and authorised by the Council: 
 
Income 
 
Friends of Richardson Hospital (Defibrillator)   £500.00 
 

Rent (Mr Wilson)       £10.00 
 
 
Expenditure 
 
G Stockton (Litter picking – Mar. 2016)    £54.17 
 

T Bolton (Salary, etc. inc. back pay - Mar 2016)   £684.59 
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HMRC – PAYE 4th Quarter      £302.55 
 

Park Lane Playgrounds - Inspections (Feb/March)   £84.00 
(£70 + £14 VAT) 
 

Teesdale Consultants – Payroll and IR Services   £180.00 
(£150 + £30 VAT) 
 

Society of Local Council Clerks (50% Contribution)   £66.00 
 

Came and Company (Insurance 2016-17)    £378.05 
 

Peter Wade (Parish Notice Board and Damaged fence)  £298.00 
 

Mr Lee (Hedge trimming)      £35.00   

  
170/15  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

There were no questions. 
 

171/15  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 21st April 2016 in 
the Masonic Hall. 
 
172/15  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the  
following items because of the need to consider (a) an application for co-option and 
(b) legal issues in relation to the footpaths on North Green. 
 

173/15  APPLICATION FOR CO-OPTION 
 
Councillor S Devonport was absent during this item.  
 
The Council considered the application from Mrs Dawn Devonport for co-option to 
the Council.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That Mrs Devonport be co-opted as a member of the Council, subject to the 
completion of the necessary documentation, including the acceptance of office, and 
register of interest forms and code of conduct requirements. 
 

174/15  FOOTPATHS ON NORTH GREEN 
 

The Clerk advised that as no responses had been received from Raby Estate in 
relation to the emails sent concerning arrangements for a meeting, he had now 
written formally to the Estate about this issue. 
 
In relation to the evidence to be submitted to the County Council regarding the 
perceived status of the footpaths, the Clerk advised that this would be forwarded in 
the next few weeks. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted. 
 

 


