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STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING 
 
Masonic Hall Thursday   Time:  7.15 p.m. 
Staindrop          16th June 2016 
 
Present:  D Chapman, E Chicken, D Devonport, S Devonport, N Hirst, D Kinch, and 
D Reed (in the Chair). 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 
Representative from the Teesdale Mercury. 
 
21/16  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Counciilors Humphries (holidays) and 
Smith (work commitments). 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the apologies be accepted and approved. 
 
22/16  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 

There were no disclosures of interests. 
 
23/16 ANY APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

There were no applications for Dispensations. 
 
24/16  MINUTES AND ACTION POINTS  
 

(a) The minutes of the meeting of the Finance Committee held on 21st January 2016 
were noted. 

(b) The minutes of the meeting held on 19th May 2016 were confirmed as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman. 

(c) A list outlining actions arising from issues determined at the May meeting was 
noted (for copy see file of minutes).  

 

In relation to the proposals for Gateway markings, the Clerk circulated details of a 
scheme drawn up by County Council officers, costing £1176, although it was noted 
that this contained rumble strips at the western approach to the Gateway which the 
Parish Council had asked should not be included in any scheme.  
 
A request had now been sent to DVLA for vehicle details in connection with the 
damage to south green west of The Laurels. Councillor Chicken referred to the fact 
that other HGV vehicles had parked on this length of road as well, so it might be 
difficult to identify a single perpetrator. He had placed one of the moveable “No 
Parking” signs at this location subsequently. 

 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Action Points report be noted and the County Council officers be asked to 
draw up a revised scheme and costs without the rumble strips at the west end of the 
village. 

 
25/16  FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
The Clerk advised that the Finance Committee had met immediately prior to the 
meeting of Council and was making the following recommendations to Council in 
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relation to grants: 
 

 Staindrop Scouts and Guides  £2,000 (one-off payment) 

 Scarth Hall    £800 (annual donation) 

 Staindrop Carnival Committee £200 (annual donation) 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the grants/donations as recommended by the Finance Committee be approved. 
 
26/16  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC  
 

There were no questions. 
 
27/16  POLICE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 
 

There was nothing to report about crime issues locally.  
 
28/16  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 

Councillor Chicken referred to the timescale for refurbishment works to Scarth Hall. 
The toilet block was currently being constructed and the new staircase was now in 
place. Some problems had been discovered as works progressed, but this was to be 
expected. It was hoped that the Hall would be available for meetings of the Parish 
Council from September onwards. 
 
29/16  VILLAGE GREEN, ETC. 
 

(a) Request to fell Almond Tree on Village Green 
 
The Clerk reported that a request had been received from Mrs Trotter of Gorst Hall to 
fell an almond tree which had been planted by her father-in-law many years 
previously on the village green and which was now considered to be in poor condition. 
The Clerk referred to the role of the Parish Council in relation to the green and to that 
of Raby Estate for which a protocol was currently being drafted and suggested that 
further research was necessary to determine responsibility before this matter was 
progressed. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the request be noted and further research be undertaken before progressing 
this matter.  
 

(b) Dog Fouling 
 

The Clerk referred to a previous meeting held in May with one of the County 
Council’s Neighbourhood Wardens and to the areas subject to previous complaint 
which had been patrolled and warning notices displayed. The Clerk also circulated 
the notice which had been placed on the Parish and Community Notice Board about 
dog fouling. It was hoped that the County Council would produce a generic notice for 
all Parish Councils to display in future as well as stickers for litter bins advising that 
they could be used to deposit dog waste. Councillor S Devonport referred to 
problems with dog fouling on Winston Road. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the dog fouling on Winston Road be reported to the County Council. 
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(c) Litter Bins 
 

The Clerk reported that he had now been advised by the County Council that the 
damaged commemorative litter bins in the village had been repaired. 
 
Reference was made to the need for litter bins on Winston Lane, Moor Road and 
Cleatlam Road. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the County Council be asked to consider the provision of litter bins on Winston 
Lane, Moor Road and Cleatlam Road, Staindrop.  
 
(d) Overgrown Hedge 
 

Councillor S Devonport referred to an overgrown hedge and verge adjoining the 
footway on Winston Road running south from Grice Court. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That this matter be reported to the County Council. 
 

30/16  PLAYGROUND 
 

(a) Grant from County Durham Community Foundation 
 

The Clerk reported that he had been advised that a grant of £1,250 was to be made 
by County Durham Community Foundation towards the cost of phase 2 of the new 
playground. A grant of £10,000 had initially been sought. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the award of grant be noted. 
 
(b) Fencing 
 

Councillor Chapman referred to a recent meeting with potential fencing contractors, 
the Scouts and Playground Committee representatives. It had become apparent that 
the costs of fencing, together with the visual impact of the same made the provision 
of new fencing impracticable. 
 
There had been some discussion though, about CCTV provision to protect the scout 
hut and the playground and it was suggested that this should be further investigated. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That Councillor Chapman discuss the CCTV proposal with interested parties and 
research costs for the same. 
 
31/16  REPRESENTATION ON OUTSIDE BODIES 
 

The Clerk reported that Councillor Smith had indicated that he was no longer able to 
continue as a Governor at Staindrop Primary school because of work commitments. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

The Councillor Dawn Devonport be nominated as Councillor Smith’s replacement on 
the Board of Governors. 
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32/16  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

The following correspondence was considered: 
 

(a) Information from County Durham Association of Local Councils (for copy see file 
of Minutes). 

(b) Accident at Junction of A688 and Middleton Road. 
(c) Centenary Fields Programme. 
(d) Temporary Road Closure – Duke Street 4

th
 July 2016. 

 

RESOLVED:  
 

That the Council note the CDALC report and other correspondence. 
 
33/16   PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
(a) Current Planning Applications 
 

Application No. - DM/16/01730/FPA: Erection of 2 No. general purpose 
agricultural buildings at Moor Close Farm, Moor Road, Staindrop. 
 

Application No. DM/16/01286/LB: Listed Building Consent for Single Storey 
Extension to rear of 11 North Green, Staindrop. 

 
(b) Applications approved by Durham County Council under officer delegated 

powers: 
 

Application No. DM/16/01177/TCA: Felling of 8 No. trees in conservation area 
at 50 North Green Staindrop – No objections raised by DCC. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That no objections be raised to the planning applications at (a) above. 
2. That the approval at (b) above be noted. 
 

34/16  INCOME AND ACCOUNTS 
 

The following was reported to and authorised by the Council: 
 

Income 
 

Nil 
 
Expenditure 
 

G Stockton (Litter picking – June 2016)    £54.17 
 

T Bolton (Salary, mileage, stamps etc., June 2016)   £416.44 
   

CE & CM Walker (grass cutting 12 & 26th May)   £252.00 (inc. VAT) 
 

HMRC (PAYE 1st Quarter)      £287.20 
 
35/16  QUESTIONS/ISSUES FROM MEMBERS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

(a) Pre-Application Advice 
 

Councillor Kinch referred to the previous discussions between the Parish Council and 
Durham County Council about pre-application advice and related issues and advised 
that Mr Stephen Reed, the Deputy Planning Officer at the County Council would be 
attending a forthcoming meeting of the Teesdale Local Councils Forum on 29th June 
to discuss this and other matters with Parish Council representatives. 
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RESOLVED: 
 

That the arrangements be noted.  
 

(b) County Durham Plan 
 

Councillor Kinch referred to the recently issued County Durham Plan. There were 
elements of the Plan such as the SHLAA which would not be available for comment 
until later in the year when the Plan consultation deadline had expired. The Clerk  
advised that the Council would need to consider a response to the revised Plan at its 
next meeting. 
 

36/16  LOCAL GOVERNMENT PAY AWARD 
 
The Clerk advised that details had now been received from CDALC of the local 
government pay award. It had been usual practice in the past for the Clerk’s salary 
level to reflect any increases agreed in the award. The present settlement at the 
relevant salary level was a 1% increase from 1st April 2016, with a further 1% 
increase for 2017-18 from 1st April, 2017. 
 

The Clerk left the meeting during the subsequent discussion on this item. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the gross salary of the Clerk be increased by 1% from 1st April 2016 and that a 
further increase of 1% in respect of 2017-18 be applied with effect from 1st April 2017. 
 
37/16  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 21st July 2016 in 
the Masonic Hall. 
 
38/16  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the 
following item because of the need to consider issues related to discussions about 
the siting of and costings for a defibrillator. 
 

39/16  DEFIBRILLATOR 
 

The Clerk reported details of the costs received from the North East Ambulance 
Service for a defibrillator and a suitable cabinet which were of a type approved by 
NEAS. An outline was given of the discussions held with Scarth Hall about the 
location of the cabinet. Councillor Chicken explained that a suitable location at Scarth 
Hall on Stangarth Lane had now been agreed. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the expenditure be approved and an order be placed for the equipment. 
2. Authority be given for any necessary further discussions/agreements with Scarth 

Hall about the siting and running costs/maintenance arrangements for the 
equipment and the cabinet/defibrillator be added to the Council’s insurance policy. 

 


