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STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING 
 

 
Staindrop School Thursday   Time:  7.15 p.m. 
Cleatlam Lane                            15

th
 September 2016 

Staindrop 
 

Present:  D Chapman, R Humphries, D Kinch, D Reed (in the Chair) and A Smith. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 

Representatives from the Teesdale Mercury and Northern Echo. 
 

Amanda Astrop and Emma Hignett-Curran (Playground Committee), plus one other 
member of the public. 
 

56/16  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 
There were apologies for absence from Councillors D and S Davenport (illness), E 
Chicken (domestic) and N Hirst (work commitments) as well as from County Councillor 
James Rowlandson. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the reasons for absence be approved. 
 

57/16  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 

Councillor Reed declared an interest in relation to Item 9(g) on the agenda – footpaths on 
North Green. There were no other declarations of interest. 
 

58/16 ANY APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

There were no applications for Dispensations. 
 

59/16  MINUTES AND ACTION POINTS  
 

(a) The minutes of the meeting held on 21
st
 July 2016 were confirmed as a correct 

record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

(b) A list outlining actions arising from issues determined at the July meeting was noted. 
The Clerk advised there were no further issues to report (for copy see file of minutes).  

 

60/16 PRE-APPLICATION PLANNING ADVICE AND RELATED ISSUES 
 

The Chairman welcomed Stephen Reed and John Byers from the Planning Service at 
Durham County Council to the meeting. 
 

The Clerk referred to the planning applications on Stangarth Lane earlier in 2016 to 
which the Parish Council had objected, and to subsequent issues which the Parish 
Council had raised with the County Council in relation to the role of DCC officers in giving 
pre-application advice and their subsequent involvement in the planning process, as well 
as to need for local councils to be aware of pre-application discussions at an early stage 
so as to be able to better inform the advice given and decisions made by planning 
officers. 
 

Councillor Humphries outlined the current arrangements which only allowed Parish 
Councils to raise community views on planning applications at the final stage, during the 
21 consultation period. This was particularly difficult, given most Parish Councils limited 
resources, when objections to applications, such as those on Stangarth Lane,  
had to be prepared and submitted. Closer involvement at the pre-application stage would 
allow potential pitfalls and community views to be better transmitted by local councils to 
planning officers dealing with applications. This was particularly relevant where 
applications, such as those on Stangarth Lane were potentially contentious, involving 



2 
 

development close to the Conservation Area, on key sight lines and in areas of 
countryside/high landscape value. The Parish Council had previously suggested that the 
County Council may wish to adopt the Local Government Association and British 
Property Federation guidance – “Ten commitments for effective pre-planning 
engagement”. 
 

Councillor Kinch referred to the anomalies of the current process, whereby Parish 
Councils were not made aware of pre-application planning advice on prospective 
applications, yet this information could be obtained from DCC by means of a Freedom of 
Information Act request. 
 

Mr Reed and Mr Byers explained that they were only aware of only one other Planning 
Authority which published details of pre-application advice, but that DCC would look 
again at the issues and consider the representations made by the Parish Council. The 
County Council was willing to attend a further meeting in six months time for a discussion 
on progress, but the Parish Council’s view on earlier involvement would be considered.  
 

61/16 QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE 
PUBLIC  
 

A member of the public expressed concern about the parking of buses by Garnetts and 
to a lesser extent Watsons coach operators on Cleatlam Lane outside Staindrop School. 
It was felt many of the buses laid over in Cleatlam Lane between school runs were a 
potential hazard for traffic turning into the nearby housing estate and Louis Smith Motors. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Parish Council write to the Highways Authority and the police about the parking 
issues. 
 

62/16  POLICE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 
 

It was noted that the next PACT meeting was to be held at Barnard Castle. 
 

63/16  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
Councillor Kinch referred to a recent legal topic note from NALC (LTN 59), discussed at 
the CDALC Executive Committee, about the rights of local councils to be notified of 
planning applications and decisions from which it appeared that planning authorities 
could determine not to advise local councils of amendments to applications where these 
were considered “trivial”.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the issue be noted. 
 

64/16  VILLAGE GREEN 
 

(a) Seat on Village Green 
 

The Clerk referred to a recent inquiry from a local resident about a missing seat on the 
green near No. 29 South Green. Research had shown this seat had been removed in 
recent years, having fallen into disrepair and it had not been replaced. There had also 
been an inquiry from another local resident, asking if it would be possible to for him to 
fund a commemorative seat on the green in memory of his late partner. It seemed that, 
subject to consultation with Raby Estate, there was potential for a replacement seat to be 
placed near No. 29 South Green. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That approval be given in principle for a commemorative seat, the details of which were 
to be subject to further discussion and Raby Estate be consulted about the possibility of 
locating the seat at the location on South Green where the previous seat was previously 
situated. 
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(b) HGV Vehicles on Stangarth Lane 
 

The Clerk reported that concerns had been expressed by some local residents about 
difficulties caused by HGV’s using Stangarth Lane to service the adjacent housing 
developments. This had been investigated and there did not appear to be any damage to 
the nearby green and bollards caused by vehicles accessing the Lane, although it was 
noted that part of the low stone wall fronting Scarth Hall had been damaged. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted and monitored.   
 

(c) Damage to vehicles on South Terrace 
 

The Clerk reported that the Parish Council had been advised of damage to vehicles on 
South Terrace on 20

th
 August when a moving vehicle had collided with a parked vehicle 

on South Terrace shunting it into adjoining vehicles. Contact with the police had revealed 
that the issue had been logged and names and addresses exchanged by all. There was 
no need for any Parish Council involvement. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted.   
 

(d) Protocol with Raby Estate 
 

The Clerk advised that an email had been received from Raby Estate acknowledging 
receipt of the draft protocol and advising that it was to be considered. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 
That the position be noted. 
 

(e) Condition of Moor Beck 
 

The Clerk referred to a recent exchange of correspondence with a local resident about 
the condition of Moor Beck which it was said was blocked with weeds at the western end 
of the Staindrop. Information had now been received from the Environment Agency that 
the weeds were to be removed and an assessment would then be undertaken of the 
amount of silt in the Beck. Reference was made in the meeting to an issue involving 
grass cuttings being tipped into the Beck at this location.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted and the Clerk investigate the grass cuttings issue. 
 

(f) Defibrillator 
 

The Clerk advised that the defibrillator had now been fitted at the side of Scarth Hall on 
Stangarth Lane. Councillor Chicken who had been liasing with the North East Ambulance 
Service (NEAS) had advised in an email that two “guardians” were required for the 
defibrillator as the equipment needed to be inspected fortnightly and a monthly return 
submitted to NEAS. Councillor Chicken had advised that he was prepared to take on one 
of these roles, but had asked if any members of the Parish Council wished to volunteer 
for the other, failing which he would approach Scarth Hall for a volunteer. 
 

The local resident present referred to the siting of the defibrillator along Stangarth Lane 
and a discussion ensued about the position of the equipment, which it was believed had 
originally been proposed for the frontage of Scarth Hall. The Clerk referred to previous 
discussions about this issue when some difficulties about using the frontage had been 
raised and the side of the Scarth Hall had been proposed as an alternative.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted. 
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(g) Footpaths on North Green 
 

Councillor Reed took no part in the discussion on this item. 
 

The Clerk reported that, following a discussion with the Strategic Highways Manager at 
Durham Council, the County Council had indicated that it now wished to meet with the 
Parish Council to discuss a way forward on this issue. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That arrangements be made for a meeting with officers from the County Council to 
discuss the issues and Councillor Humphries, together with one other member (excepting 
Councillor Reed) and the Clerk be authorised to represent the Parish Council. 
 

(h) Parking on Village Greens 
 

The Clerk referred to previous discussions about inconsiderate/illegal parking on the 
village greens and circulated copies of “polite” notices for members to use in such 
circumstances.  
 

65/16  PLAYGROUND 
 

Amanda Astrop and Emma Hignett Curran provided an update on fund raising to date. 
There would be a shortfall and the Parish Council was asked if it would consider making 
a donation of £2,500 towards the works. 
 

The Clerk advised that, having resolved the contractual issues, he was still awaiting a 
response from Deborah Waggett about management of Phase 2. Following advice from 
the Parish Council’s insurers this would also require the inspection of any layout 
plans/proposals by the Play Inspection Company Ltd. The Company had advised that it 
would do this at a reduced rate if it was also contracted to undertake the post installation 
safety inspection for Phase 2. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. The position be noted. 
2. The Play Inspection Company Limited be contracted to undertake the Phase 2 post 

installation safety inspection and the assessment of the plans for Phase 2. 
3. That subject to the acceptance of the contract terms and conditions, Deborah 

Waggett of Eggleston be contracted to oversee the works at a cost of £500. 
4. The request for £2,500 of funding from the Playground Committee be referred to a 

meeting of the Council’s Finance Committee for determination. 
 

66/16  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

The following correspondence was considered: 
 

(a) Information from the County Durham Association of Local Councils (attached). 
(b) Teesdale Action Partnership Board Meeting 14

th
 September - 6 p.m. Hamsterley 

Village Hall – Invite to consultation by DCC on Budget Cuts for 2017-18. 
(c) Preliminary Notification from DCC: Local Council Precept /Budget 2017-18. 
(d) Free Central Heating Scheme extension – email from DCC 
(e) Consultation by Durham County Council - Public Space Protection Order (Dogs) 
(f) 70

th
 Annual General Meeting of County Durham Association of Local Councils – 22

nd
 

October, 10.00 a.m. County Hall, Durham. 
(g) 2017/18 Local Government Finance Settlement – Technical Consultation Paper from 

DCLG (includes proposals for possible capping of some local councils) 
(h) Parliamentary Outreach Workshop and Meeting with local MPs - 14 October 2016 
(i) Staindrop Carnival Committee – Return of Parish Council donation 

 

In relation to item (c), the Clerk reported that the Parish Council had now received the 
preliminary indication of the Council tax base and LCTRS Grant for 2017-18, the net 
result of which would be reduction of £73.00 in income. In relation to the consultation by 
DCC on a Public Space Protection Order at (e), the Clerk advised that he would circulate 
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a copy of the proposals for discussion at the October meeting. The Clerk also referred to 
the consultation paper from DCLG at (g) which contained a commentary about the 
possible capping and application of referenda principles to some local councils – this 
would also be placed on the October agenda. In relation to (i) above, the Clerk advised 
that the Carnival Committee had decided not to take up the Parish Council’s annual 
donation, given the healthy surplus in the Committee’s finances.  
 

RESOLVED:  
 

(a) CDALC Correspondence: 
That the Council note the CDALC report. 

(b) CDALC AGM 
That the Parish Council be represented at the AGM if possible 

(c) DCC Public Space Protection Order & DCLG Proposals for Capping Local 
Councils 
That these issues be considered at the October meeting of the Council. 

(d) Other Correspondence 
That the remaining correspondence be noted. 

 

67/16  CONSULTATION BY DURHAM COUNTY COUNCIL ON COUNTY DURHAM 
PLAN ISSUES AND OPTIONS 
 

The Council considered the response to the consultation by Durham County Council on 
the County Durham Plan (for copy see file of Minutes). 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the response be confirmed.  
 

68/16  ANNUAL RETURN AND AUDIT for 2015-16 
 

It was noted that BDO LLP had now completed the audit and issued the Extended 
Auditors Certificate and Opinion, together with their comments regarding the approval of 
the Annual Return which were to be displayed according to regulations (for copies see 
file of Minutes). There was no separate report on this occasion.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Annual Return be approved and the documents referred to in this Minute be 
 appended to the Minutes as an integral part. 
 

69/16  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

The following applications were considered: 
 

(a) Current Applications: 
 

Application No. DM/16/02730/FPA: Extension to existing garage at 1 Sudburn 
Avenue, Staindrop. 
 

Application DM/16/02681/FPA and Listed Building Consent Application 
DM/16/02833/LB: Single storey extension and oil tank to rear of 11 North Green 
Staindrop. 
 

Application DM/16/01179/LB: Replacement of sign and canopy at Simons Butchers, 
1A North Green, Staindrop.  

 

(b) Applications received between meetings and responded to under 
delegated powers 

 

DM/16/02401/FPA: Erection of a single storey extension to provide annex 
accommodation and for a detached coach house at 7 Mill Wynd Staindrop. No 
objections in principle but reference made to the nature of the proposed 
windows (uPVC). 
 



6 
 

(c) Applications considered by Durham County Council under officer delegated 
powers: 

 

Application No. DM/16/01730/FPA: Erection of 2 general purpose agricultural 
buildings at Moor Close Farm, Moor Road, Staindrop – Approved. 

 

(d) Notification of Planning Appeal 
 

Appeal Reference APP/X1355/F/16/3154653: By Mr T and Mrs J Fletcher against a 
Listed Building Enforcement Notice concerning the installation of 2 No. four over four 
double glazed timber sash windows with applied glazing bars at 6 Front Street 
Staindrop Darlington DL2 3NH (previously a retrospective listed building application – 
the Parish Council did not object). Being dealt with by written representations. 

 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That no objections be made to the applications at (a) above. 
2. That the response of the Parish Council outlined at (b) above be confirmed. 
3. The matters at (c) and (d) above be noted. 
 
70/16  INCOME AND ACCOUNTS 
 

The following was reported to and authorised by the Council: 
 

Income 
 

HMRC (VAT Refund)      £4,720.78   
 

Expenditure 
 

G Stockton (Litter picking – Aug 2016)    £54.17 
 

G Stockton (Litter picking – Sept 2016)    £54.17 
 

T Bolton (Salary, mileage, equipment etc. Aug 2016)  £409.43 
 

T Bolton (Salary, mileage, laser toner etc. Sept 2016)  £513.80 
 

HMRC (2nd Quarter PAYE)     £295.20 
 

Park Lane Playgrounds (safety inspection - July)   £42.00 (inc. VAT) 
     
C E & C M Walker Ltd (Grass cutting 7/21 July; 4/18 Aug  £630.00 (inc. VAT) 
and 1 Sept 
 

Peter Wade (re-position field gate, playground)   £55.00 
 

BDO LLP (Ext Audit fee)     £276.00 (inc. VAT)  
 

71/16  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

There were no questions 
 
72/16  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 20

th
 October, 2016 at 

Scarth Hall. 

 
 
  


