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STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING 
 

 
Joe Hodgson Room Thursday   Time:  7.15 p.m. 
Scarth Hall                                    20

th
 October 2016 

Staindrop 
 

Present:  D Chapman (in the Chair), E Chicken, D Devonport, S Devonport, D Kinch and 
A Smith. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 

Representative from the Teesdale Mercury. 
 
 

73/16  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 
There were apologies for absence from Councillors Humphries (holiday) and D Reed 
(holiday) as well as from County Councillor George Richardson. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the reasons for absence be approved. 
 

74/16  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 

There were no declarations of interest. 
 

75/16 ANY APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

There were no applications for Dispensations. 
 

76/16  MINUTES AND ACTION POINTS  
 

(a) The minutes of the meeting held on 15
th
 September 2016 were confirmed as a 

correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

(b) A list outlining actions arising from issues determined at the September meeting (for 
copy see file of minutes) was noted. The Clerk advised that, in relation to the coach 
parking issues on Cleatlam Lane, the police had responded indicating that they did 
not see the buses causing any particular problem and in some ways it was 
considered the buses actually acted as a traffic calming measure as other vehicles 
slowed down to pass them. In relation to the County Council, the Parish Council had 
been advised that this matter had been referred to the transportation team for 
consideration.  

 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk write to Garnetts Coach operators drawing their attention to the concern of 
local residents about the parking issues. 

 

77/16 REPORT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 

The Clerk reported that the Finance Committee had met immediately prior to the meeting 
of the Parish Council to consider (amongst other matters) an application from the 
Playground Committee for a grant of £2,500 towards Phase 2 of the playground project. 
The Finance Committee had decided to recommend that the grant be approved by the 
Council. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That a grant of £2,500 be made by the Council towards Phase 2 of the playground 
project. 
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78/16  RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR 
 

The Clerk advised that Councillor Nadine Hirst had written to advise that she could no 
longer continue in her role as Councillor due to new work commitments. The details of 
the resignation had been sent to the Chairman. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the County Council be advised accordingly 
2. That Councillor Dawn Devonport be appointed to fill the vacancy on the Finance 

Committee following Councillor Hirst’s resignation.  
 
79/16  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE 
PUBLIC  
 
There were no questions. 
 
80/16  POLICE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 
 

It was noted that PACT meetings were now being held at Barnard Castle. 
 

81/16  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
Councillor Chicken referred to the recent opening of the Scarth Memorial Village Hall 
following a period of extensive refurbishment. Members of the Parish Council had been 
invited to the opening ceremony. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the matter be noted. 
 

82/16  VILLAGE GREEN 
 

(a) Seats on Village Green 
 

The Clerk referred to a proposal from Councillor Chicken about the establishment of a 
policy about commemorative seats of the village green and circulated a copy of a draft 
policy (for copy see file of minutes). 
 
Reference was made to the need to include some words within the policy to the powers 
of the Parish Council to remove or relocate commemorative benches when they were no 
longer useable (a period of 20 years was suggested), although it was recognised that 
some sensitivity needed to be exercised in such circumstances, given the feelings of 
relatives who might still be resident in the village. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the policy be adopted, subject to the addition of wording outlined above. 
  
(b) Advertising Signs on the Village Green 
 

Councillor Chicken referred to some material he had asked to be circulated to Councillors 
about a company which made triangular correx board signs which could be slipped 
temporarily over bollards on the village green to advertise events at Scarth Hall or events 
being held locally by other community groups. This would bring consistency in relation to 
publicising such events. 
 
Councillor Chicken also advised that a request had been received from the Church for 
permission to erect a banner on the village green in relation to the Christmas Fayre. 
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The Clerk outlined the statutory legislation in relation to protection of village greens and 
also to the Parish Council’s own Bylaws which made placing signs or erecting structures 
on the green an offence unless the works related to the better enjoyment of the green – 
i.e. were directly linked to its recreational use or enjoyment by local people. The Council 
had discussed these issues on a number of occasions in the past. An added factor was 
that of the role of the Parish Council which, whilst “custodian” of the green, could not 
directly grant permission for the placement of signs as it was not the owner of the green.  
 
The question of the respective roles of the Parish Council and the landowner, Raby 
Estate, in relation to activities on the green were currently the subject of discussions with 
Raby Estate which aimed to establish a Memorandum of Understanding in relation to the 
respective roles of each party. It was suggested that a further report setting out the legal 
issues in more detail and providing an update on progress towards the Memorandum be 
presented to the next meeting of the Council, but currently it did not appear possible for 
the Parish Council to grant any permissions in relation to the sorts of advertising 
requested. Councillor Kinch outlined his understanding of the law which would prevent 
the Parish Council acceding to any requests for notices or advertising unless for the 
benefit of the green. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That a report setting out the legal position be presented to the next meeting of the Parish 
Council.   
 

83/16  PLAYGROUND 
 

Reference was made to the activities of teenagers in the playground in recent weeks and 
to concerns about potential damage to the play equipment. 
 
The Clerk referred to Phase 2 of the project and the need for the Council to approve any 
plans for Phase 2 (as well as to submit them to the Play Inspection Company for 
comments) prior to any works being undertaken. A discussion ensued about security of 
the playground – it seemed clear that CCTV could not provide a “real time” feed if any 
misuse of the equipment or playground was taking place. The Clerk advised that the only 
way some measure of security might be achieved was if appropriate fencing was in place, 
with a lockable door to the playground which would need to be opened and closed on a 
daily basis. Councillor S Devonport offered to undertake this role, but it was felt that this 
was too onerous for one individual to take on. The Council was currently unaware of any 
measures which were being contemplated by the Scouts in relation to the new adjoining 
Scout Hut. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That further consideration be given to the security aspects of the Playground in drawing 
up the plans for Phase 2 and information be sought about any security measures which 
might be being put in place in relation to the adjoining new scout hut. 
 

84/16  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

The following correspondence was considered: 
 

(a) Information from the County Durham Association of Local Councils (attached). 
(b) Cleatlam Village Green – Notification of sale of the Lordship of Cleatlam (including 

ownership of the green). 
 

RESOLVED:  
 

That the correspondence be noted. 
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85/16  CONSULTATION BY DURHAM COUNTY COUNCIL ON PROPOSED PUBLIC 
SPACES PROTECTION ORDER FOR DOG CONTROL 
 

The Council considered a consultation by Durham County Council on a proposed Public 
Spaces Protection Order for Dog Control. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That no objections be raised to the proposed Order and the County Council be asked to 
include the playground at Staindrop within the provisions of the Order, subject to the 
agreement of the landowners, Raby Estate.  
 

86/16  CONSULTATION BY DEPARTMENT FOR COMMUNITIES AND LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT FINANCE SETTLEMENT FOR 2017/18 
 
The Clerk referred to a consultation by DCLG on the 2017/18 Local Government Finance 
Settlement for 2017/18 (a link to the consultation webpage had been circulated 
previously). 
 
The consultation had included for the first time a proposal that larger Town or Parish 
Council be included within the capping and referenda regime dependent upon their level 
precept and budget. Of more concern was a reference within the document that the 
principle could be applied all Parish Councils. Both the National Association of Local 
Councils and the County Association were extremely concerned about the impact this 
could have on smaller councils. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk be delegated, in consultation with the Chairman, to draft a letter of 
objection to DCLG about the capping and referenda proposals in the consultation 
document. 
 
87/16  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

The following applications were considered: 
 

(a) Current Applications: 
 

None. 
 

(b) Applications received between meetings and responded to under 
delegated powers 

 

Applications DM/16/02636/FPA and DM/16/02637/LB: Planning Application and Listed 
Building Application for conversion of Joiners Shop at 21 North Green Staindrop to 
Residential Dwelling – No objections. 
 

(c) Applications considered by Durham County Council under officer delegated powers: 
 

Application DM/16/02681/FPA and Listed Building Consent Application 
DM/16/02833/LB: Single storey extension and oil tank to rear of 11 North Green Staindrop 
– Approved. 

 
The Clerk also referred to Application No. DM/16/01325/VOC - Site of Former School, 28 Front 
Street, Staindrop - which sought to incorporate variations to the original planning consent, 
following the issue of a temporary stop notice by DCC following unauthorised works and to 
which the Parish Council had objected previously. This matter had been called in and had been 
the subject of consideration by the County Council’s South West Durham Planning Committee 
on 20

th
 October. On learning that the planning officer was recommending approval of the  

application, the Parish Council had sought to submit further comments, but these had been 
rejected by the officer as being similar to those previously submitted. Following discussion with 
County Councillor Richardson who was on the Planning Committee and had also asked for the  
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application to be called in for consideration, Councillor Richardson had kindly agreed to outline 
those further representations to the Committee. Unfortunately, it was understood that the 
Planning Committee had approved the application. 
 
Reference was made to the conversion of the former Black Swan Public House to residential 
dwellings. It was understood that planning conditions required some frosted windows at the rear 
and it was understood this had not been complied with. The Clerk agreed to contact the County 
Council to investigate. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the response of the Parish Council outlined at (b) above be confirmed. 
2. The matter at (c) be noted. 
3. That the actions of Clerk and of the Council in relation to the application for 28 

Front Street as set out above be confirmed. 
 
88/16  INCOME AND ACCOUNTS 
 

The following was reported to and authorised by the Council: 
 

Income 
 

Wayleave – N Electric       £68.49   
 
Expenditure 
 

G Stockton (Litter picking – Oct 2016)     £54.17 
 

T Bolton (Salary, mileage, etc. Oct 2016)    £417.37 
 

Staindrop School (Academy) (Hall Hire)    £60.00 
    
C E & C M Walker Ltd (Grass cutting 15 & 29 Sept)   £252.00 (inc. VAT) 

 
89/16  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

There were no questions 
 
90/16  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 17

th
 November, 2016 

at Scarth Hall. 

 
 
  


