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STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING 
 

 
Joe Hodgson Room Thursday   Time:  7.15 p.m. 
Scarth Hall                                    17

th
 November 2016 

Staindrop 
 

Present:  Councillors E Chicken, D Devonport, S Devonport, R J Humphries, D Reed 
and A Smith. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 

Representative from the Teesdale Mercury. 
 
Amanda Astrop and Emma Hignett-Curran (Playground Item) 
 
 

91/16  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 
There were apologies for absence from Councillors Chapman and Kinch (domestic 
reasons) and from County Councillor George Richardson. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the reasons for absence be approved. 
 

92/16  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 

Councillor Reed declared an interest in relation to item 19 on the agenda (footpaths on 
North Green). 
 

93/16 ANY APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

There were no applications for Dispensations. 
 

94/16  MINUTES AND ACTION POINTS  
 

(a) The minutes of the meeting held on 20
th
 October 2016 were confirmed as a correct 

record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

(b) A list outlining actions arising from issues determined at the October meeting (for 
copy see file of minutes) was noted. The Clerk advised that, in relation to the coach 
parking issues on Cleatlam Lane, the County Council had now responded indicating 
that, during the period the buses were parked they were not on DCC contracts and 
that, as appropriately insured and taxed vehicles they, like other road users, could 
park legally where they did. The only possible solution would be to impose a road 
traffic regulation order, but this would be required on both sides of the road and 
would adversely impact on local residents and parents dropping off or picking up 
pupils from the school. In response to a question, the Clerk advised that he had not 
written to seek the views of the Head Teacher, but would now do so. 

 

(c) The Clerk also advised that an email had also been received from a local resident of 
Sudburn Avenue complaining not only about school bus parking, but also about 
wagons parking outside residents properties. 

 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the Clerk write to the Head Teacher seeking her views on the bus parking issue 
and exploring the possibility of buses parking within the school grounds. 

2. The Clerk write to the local resident of Sudburn Avenue seeking further information 
about parking by wagons outside residents properties. 
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95/16  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE 
PUBLIC  
 

There were no questions. 
 

96/16  POLICE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 
 

There were no issues to report. 
 

97/16  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
Councillor Chicken referred to the recent opening of the Scarth Memorial Village Hall 
following a period of extensive refurbishment. The new facilities meant that the offer to 
local people and organisations had now been extended greatly. A recent initiative was 
the provision of an advice service at Scarth Hall. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the matter be noted. 
 

98/16  VILLAGE GREEN 
 

In response to a question from a Councillor about a report concerning notices and 
adverts on Staindrop Village Green being listed for consideration in the closed part of the 
agenda, and an outline being given by the Clerk of the reasons for the report being 
confidential, it was AGREEED that the report be considered in the open part of the 
agenda (for copy see file of minutes). 
 

The Clerk explained the background to the registration of the greens in Staindrop, the 
strict statutory protections of greens, including the Council’s own Byelaws; the role of the 
Parish Council and the need to act lawfully; the circumstances in which works could 
legally be carried out for the better enjoyment of the greens; recent instances involving 
contraventions relating to notices placed on the greens; and the consistent approach 
taken by the Council over many years to prevent notices on the greens. The report 
recommended that the same consistent approach as previously be continued. 
 

Some Councillors referred to the need for a different approach by the Parish Council, 
which was more supportive of local organisations, such as Scarth Hall, and businesses 
within the village. A Councillor also advised there were also concerns amongst local 
residents in relation to parking and the role of the Parish Council. One of the Councillors 
stressed the need for the Parish Council to act within the legal framework, emphasising 
the strict protections afforded to statutory greens and potential difficulties for the Council 
in relation to determining the respective worth or otherwise of future notices/adverts on 
the greens if a different approach was adopted by the Council. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the recommendation in the report be approved. 
2. An item about parking in Staindrop be placed on the agenda for the next meeting of 

the Parish Council. 
  
99/16  PLAYGROUND 
 

Amanda Astrop thanked the Parish Council for its recent decision to award a grant of 
£2,500 towards Phase 2 of the Playground. A recent event had raised £400 towards the 
works and some young people present had made an offer to become involved in the 
running of the play area. Emma Hignett-Curran outlined progress on the design to date 
and to the need, in relation to the terms of one of grants obtained, to have Phase 2 
completed by the end of March 2017. 
 

The Clerk reported that he had been investigating the process by which the Phase 2 
procurement could be undertaken which had been complicated by the Contract 
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Regulations 2015, which might mean the contract would have to advertised on a national 
gov.uk website which was likely to add additional time to the process. However, given the 
monetary limits in Council’s Financial Regulations, it might be that a less complicated 
quotation process without advertising could be adopted, although it would be prudent to 
seek confirmation of this approach. In discussion with Durham County Council about the 
issue, it had been indicated that, subject to the Clerk undertaking the necessary research 
and providing all relevant documentation, advice on this matter could be provided for a 
maximum price not exceeding £250 plus VAT, although it was likely this would be less.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the Playground Committee be thanked for their fundraising and other work to 
date 

2. Authority be given for the Clerk to obtain legal advice from Durham County Council 
on the procurement process up to the value of £250 with the aim of ensuring Phase 2 
is completed by the end of March 2017. 

3. Arrangements be made for an extraordinary meeting of the Parish Council to 
consider the legal advice obtained and determine the procurement process and 
timescale for Phase 2 of the Playground. 

 

100/16  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

The following correspondence was considered: 
 

(a) Information from County Durham Assoc. of Local Councils (for copy see file of 
minutes). 

(b) Email from Durham Council following discussion about planning issues. 
(c) Locate Care and Support in County Durham – poster/leaflets from DCC 
(d) National Tree Week – Grants from Durham Council 
(e) Royal Garden Party 2017 – Request from CDALC for nominations. 
(f) Citizens Advice Durham Request for Funding – YMCA Provision of advice on 

housing and benefits using Scarth Hall: Funding Issues. 
 

RESOLVED:  
 

1. That the correspondence be noted. 
2. That, in relation to the email from DCC about planning matters, the Parish Council 

respond: 

 Thanking the County Council’s officers for their thought and time in attempting to 
reach a solution 

 Indicating that whilst the Parish Council welcomed the proposed solution, it still 
depended on potential applicants, rather than the County Council, advising the 
Parish Council of impending applications 

 Asking if, as had been previously pointed out to the County Council, there was 
already best practice in the this field, why it was not considered suitable for 
adoption by the County Council 

 Indicating that perhaps the best approach would be to monitor what happens in 
relation to this offer over a period of time and thereafter to have a further meeting 
with officers from the County Council. 

3. That an application be made for a grant for tree planting on the village green, subject 
to landowner consent. 

4. That Councillor Chapman and partner be again nominated as in 2016. 
5. That the Finance Committee consider any future funding issues in relation to support 

for YMCA advice at Scarth Hall, once current funding expires. 
 

101/16  EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Parish Council adopt the following statement as recommended by CDALC: 
 

“We are proud to live in a diverse and tolerant society. Racism, gender prejudice, 
xenophobia, homophobia, religious intolerance and hate crimes have no place in our 
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County. Staindrop Parish Council condemns all such intolerance and hate crimes 
unequivocally.  
 

We will not allow hate to become acceptable and will work with the Police and Crime 
Commissioner and others to fight prejudice and hate crimes. We reassure all people 
living in the area that they are valued members of our communities.”  
 
102/16  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

The following applications were considered: 
 

(a) Current Applications 
 

None 
 

(b) Applications for which Planning Permission has been granted by Durham County 
Council 

 
(i) Planning and Listed Building Application Nos. DM/16/02636/FPA and DM/16/02637/LB: 

Single storey rear extension to No.21 North Green, Staindrop; conversion of former 
bakery to home office; conversion of former joiners shop to 1 no. dwelling and conversion 
of outbuilding to annex. 

(ii) Application No. DM/16/01179/LB: Replacement fascia sign and canopy (retrospective) at 
Simons Butchers 1A North Green, Staindrop. 

(iii) Application No. DM/16/01325/VOC: Variation of condition 2 of application 
DM/15/00292/FPA to amend design of scheme (amended plans rec. 03/10/2016) at Site 
of Former School, 28 Front Street, Staindrop. 

(iv) Application No. DM/16/02730/FPA: Extension to existing garage at 1 Sudburn Avenue, 
Staindrop. 

(v) Listed Building Application No. DM/16/02833/LB: Listed Building Consent for demolition of 
outbuildings and erection of single storey extension at 11 North Green Staindrop. 

 

RESOLVED: 
 

The matters at (b) be noted. 
 
103/16  INCOME AND ACCOUNTS 
 

The following was reported to and authorised by the Council: 
 

Income 
 

Annual Rental Blakely Quarry – H Cotterill    £100.00 
 

Annual Rental Thorngill Syke – B Robson    £30.00   
 

Expenditure 
 

G Stockton (Litter picking – Nov. 2016)    £54.17 
 

T Bolton (Salary, mileage, etc. Nov. 2016)    £416.29 
 

C E & C M Walker Ltd (Grass cutting 13th Oct)   £126.00 (inc. VAT) 
 

Park Lane Playgrounds (Playground Inspection 16/9 & 27/10)  £84.00 (inc VAT) 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Council write to Messrs. Walkers to thank them for the quality of grass cutting in 
2016. 
  
104/16  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

There were no questions 
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105/16  ARRANGEMENTS FOR DEALING WITH PARISH COUNCIL BUSINESS 
DURING THE DECEMBER RECESS 
 

RESOLVED: 
   
That the Clerk and Chairman or Vice-Chairman be authorised to deal with any urgent 
items of business arising during the December recess. 
 

106/16  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 19
th

 January, 2017 at 
Scarth Hall. 
 

107/16  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the 
following item because of the need to receive information and legal advice about 
progress with and a possible course of action in relation to footpaths on North Green. 

 
 108/16  FOOTPATHS ON NORTH GREEN 
 

Councillor Reed declared an interest and withdrew from the meeting. 
 

The Clerk reported for information the outcome of a recent site inspection of the 
footpaths on North Green with the Strategic Highways Manager from Durham County 
Council and Councillor Humphries and a possible approach to resolving the issues which 
had been suggested by the County Council. An indication of the costs of repairs to the 
paths, prior to possible adoption was awaited and the Parish Council would then be 
asked to determine its position in relation to this matter. 
 


