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STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING 
 

 
Training Room Thursday   Time:  7.15 p.m. 
Scarth Hall                                    19

th
 January 2017 

Staindrop 
 

Present:  Councillors D Chapman E Chicken, D Devonport, S Devonport, R J Humphries, 
D Kinch, D Reed (in the Chair) and A Smith. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 

Representative from the Teesdale Mercury. 
 
Mr C Sams and A Tyrrell (13 West Terrace Planning Item) 
 
Amanda Astrop and Emma Hignett-Curran (Playground Item) 
 
 

109/16  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 
There were no apologies. 
 

110/16  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 

Councillor Smith declared an interest in relation to Item 10(d) on the agenda (Annual 
Carnival) and Councillor Reed in relation to item 23 on the agenda (footpaths on North 
Green). 
 

111/16 ANY APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

There were no applications for Dispensations. 
 

112/16  MINUTES AND ACTION POINTS  
 

(a) The minutes of the meetings held on 17
th
 and 30

th
 November 2016 were confirmed 

as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

(b) A list outlining actions arising from issues determined at the November meetings (for 
copy see file of minutes) was noted.  

 
In relation to the item about pre-application discussions, the Clerk outlined the response 
received from Stephen Reed at Durham County Council following the Parish Council’s 
comments on the County Council’s proposals. Concern was expressed about the 
continuing inability of the Council to be advised of pre-application discussions and of the 
valuable role which the Parish Council could play in using its local knowledge to alert 
County Council planners at an early stage to potential pitfalls or issues of concern in 
relation to applications whilst at the pre-application stage. One of the members advised 
that pre-application information could be obtained from the County Council by means of a 
Freedom of Information Act request.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That consideration be given to submitting a Freedom of Information Act request to 
Durham County Council in connection with pre-application advice given on proposed 
developments in Staindrop Parish but prior to this a meeting be sought with the two local 
County Councillors.  
  
113/16  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE 
PUBLIC  
 
The Chairman welcomed Mr Sams and Mr Tyrrell, local residents, who had objected to  
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the proposals for alterations to 13 West Terrace and the construction of a new dwelling to 
 the rear. 
 
The Clerk advised that the Parish Council had previously offered no objections to the 
listed building application. The application for the house, which was linked to the 
development, had now been withdrawn. The local residents advised that whilst they were 
aware of the withdrawal, it appeared likely a fresh application would be submitted and 
they asked if they could outline their objections to the proposed development. 
 

The local residents displayed plans and photographs of the proposed new house (details 
of these had been circulated previously) and commented upon the height of the proposed 
development; the design, which they felt was incongruant with adjoining properties; the 
felling and loss of trees; and the traffic and road safety issues. 
 

In response to a question, the Clerk advised that he had spoken to the planning officer 
dealing with this case and it appeared there had been pre-application discussions with 
the applicant in March 2016. Reference was made to the Parish Council’s previous 
representations to the County Council on pre-application discussions. It was felt that 
early engagement with the Parish Council could have identified some of the potential 
objections at an early stage which might have led to design changes. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the local residents views be noted. 
2. The Parish Council 
 

114/16  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

The following applications were considered: 
 

(a) Current Applications: 
 

Application No. DM/16/03834/FPA: Proposed Extension to the side/rear of dwelling; re-
locate garden wall, erection of garage. New dwelling and garage within rear garden at 13 
West Terrace Staindrop. 
 

Application No. DM/16/03773/LB: Listed building consent for various internal alterations 
at 8 North Green Staindrop. 
 

(b) Applications received since last meeting to which Comments were Submitted under 
Delegated Authority to DCC: 
 

Application No. DM/16/03835/LB: Side and rear extension, re-location of front garden 
wall; single garage; new dwelling in rear garden at 13 West Terrace Staindrop. No 
objections in principle, but attention of County Council drawn to highways issues 
and impact on adjoining properties. 
 

Application No. DM/16/03569/LB: Listed Building Consent to replace two single glazed 
sash windows with double glazed sash windows to front at 25 South Green, Staindrop - No 
objections. 
 

(c) Applications Approved by Durham County Council 
 

Applications Nos. DM/16/02636/FPA and DM/16/02637/LB: Single storey rear extension 
to no.21 and conversion of former bakery to home office for no.21;  
conversion of former joiners shop to 1 no. dwelling and conversion of out building to annex 
for the new dwelling at 21 North Green, Staindrop. 
 

Application No. DM/16/03569/LB: Listed Building Consent to replace two single glazed 
sash windows with double glazed sash windows to front at 25 South Green, Staindrop. 
 

Application No. DM/16/03452/FPA: Single storey rear extension at 39 South Green 
Staindrop 
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The Clerk advised that, as previously advised, the planning application in relation to 13 West 
Terrace, Staindrop at (a) above had now been withdrawn. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That no objection be raised to the application in relation to 8 North Green at (a) 
above. 

2. The matters at (b) above be noted and confirmed. 
3. The applications approved by Durham County Council at (c) above be noted. 

 
115/16  MEMBER VACANCY ON THE COUNCIL 
 
The Clerk advised that he had contacted both members of the public who had previously 
expressed an interest in co-option to the Council. Neither were now able to pursue this 
matter – one being in the process of searching for new employment, the other having 
been selected to stand as a candidate in the forthcoming County Council elections. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the vacancy continue to be advertised and be revisited if still vacant after the May 
elections. 
 

116/16  POLICE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 
 

Reference was made to the new arrangements for PACT meetings which were held in 
Barnard Castle. The Clerk advised that, in previous discussions with the police, an offer 
had been made for a police representative to attend the annual meeting of the Council to 
provide an update on policing matters. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That a representative from the police be invited to attend the annual meeting of the 
Council in May. 
 

117/16  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
Councillor Chicken referred to increased usage of Scarth Memorial Village Hall following 
a period of extensive refurbishment. Councillor Reed advised that he had attended a 
recent meeting of the Teesdale Traveller and Local Residents Group. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the reports be noted. 
 

118/16  VILLAGE GREEN 
 

The following matters were considered: 
 

(a) Memorial Seat on Village Green 
 

The Clerk advised that, following the adoption by the Council of a policy for memorial 
benches on the green, a local resident had expressed an interest in funding a bench in 
memory of his late partner. A site had been identified on the green on which a bench had 
stood until recently which had a concrete base suitable for fixing a new bench. It was 
suggested that in relation to such benches, the policy require funders to pay the actual 
cost of the bench, memorial plaque and fixings, excluding VAT (which the Council could 
reclaim in any event); and that the Parish Council bear the cost of delivery and 
installation. As per the policy, once benches had been installed they would become the 
property of the Council which would then be responsible for insurance and ongoing 
maintenance. Payment of the purchase cost would be required from any local resident 
prior to purchase of any bench. 
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RESOLVED: 
 

That the proposals be adopted and the local resident be advised accordingly.  
 

(b) Tree Planting 
 

The Clerk advised that the in accordance with the previous decision of the Council 
quotations had been sought for the planting of three trees on various locations in Office 
Square and South Green. Once quotation had been received from Mr R Lowe in the sum 
of £105.oo to include planting, staking and maintenance for three years which had been 
accepted. 
 

Raby Estate had agreed to the planting, subject to this being at the Council’s own risk 
and at no cost to the Estate. Reference had also been made to the need to ensure that 
the planting at Office Square be undertaken so as not to put at risk any overhead cables, 
once the tree was mature. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That Mr Lowe be requested to carry out the works and the purchase of spring flowers for 
planting by local children around the base of the trees be undertaken. 
 
(c) Parking Issues – Cleatlam Lane 
 

In relation to parking by coaches outside the school on Cleatlam Lane, the Clerk advised 
that he had hand delivered a letter to the Head Teacher seeking views in November, but 
no reply had been received. A copy of the letter had been sent with a reminder email, but 
again, no reply had been forthcoming. In discussions with the coach operators, Garnetts, 
Mr Malcolm Garnett had advised that the Company was at a loss as to the local 
objections to the parking, as the existing arrangements had been in place without any 
issues for many years and neither the County Council, or police, had any objections. The 
company parked some of its vehicles outside the school to save on the fuel costs of them 
having to return to the depot and reduce hire costs. Others were parked in a local lay-by 
where arrangements were in place for the security of the vehicles 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted and no further action be taken. 
 
(d) Parking Issues - Staindrop 
 
The Clerk advised that a letter had now been received from the County Council 
suggesting a site meeting to discuss the issues. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That arrangements be made for a meeting. 
 

(e) Request from Carnival Committee 
 

Prior to consideration of this item, Councillor A Smith declared an interest and took no 
further part in the discussion. 
 

The Clerk reported receipt of an email from the Secretary to the Staindrop Carnival 
Committee requesting use of the Village Green for the annual Staindrop Carnival in July 
2017. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Parish Council in relation to its role regarding the village green raises no 
objection to the carnival, subject to the Carnival Committee ensuring that appropriate 

insurance and health and safety arrangements are in place for the duration of the event. 
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(f) Footpath 22 – Erection of stile 
 

The Clerk reported that, during the recess, a complaint had been received by Councillor 
Chicken from a local resident about the erection of a stile on Footpath No. 22 south of the 
Almshouses. It was later understood that this had been done to prevent sheep accessing 
the route into the centre of the village. As this was a public rights of way issue, the matter 
had been referred to the County Council. A footpaths officer had inspected the site and in 
discussions with the person who had erected the stile, amendments had been made to 
make the structure less difficult for pedestrians to cross. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted. 
 

(g) Erosion of Village Green 
 

Reference was made by Amanda Astrop to the erosion by vehicles of a corner of North 
Green in the vicinity of the access to Beckside. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk investigate the issue and if necessary, seek permission from Raby Estate 
for the erection of a bollard on the periphery of the green at this location. 
 

(h) Overgrown Footpath 
 

Reference was made to the “Nicky Nack” path which was overgrown and needed cutting. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the matter be investigated. 
 

119/16  PLAYGROUND 
 

The Clerk reported that a response had now been received from the Scout Leader about 
the conditions proposed by the Parish Council for use of the playground after 7 p.m. The 
Scouts were generally agreeable to the proposals but had raised a small number of 
issues which the Clerk felt could be resolved in discussion. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That permission be granted for use of the playground by the Scouts subject to the 
conditions proposed by the Council, subject to resolution by the Clerk of the minor 
outstanding issues. 
 

120/16  BUDGET AND PRECEPT 2017-18 
 
The Council considered a report of the Clerk about the budget and precept for 2017-18 
(for copy see file of minutes)  
 

The Finance Committee had met immediately prior to the meeting of the Parish Council 
and recommended as follows: 
 

That the budget for 2017-18 be £16,599. Taking into account the LCTRS grant of £565, 
this would result in a precept of £16,034 and a Band D Council Tax rate of £35.63. 
Copies of the detailed budget as proposed were circulated (for copy see file of minutes). 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the recommendations of the Finance Committee in relation to the budget and 
precept for 2017-18 be approved. 
 

121/16  PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE 
 

The Clerk reported that he had met with the consultant who had provided the website for 
Scarth Hall to determine the possibilities for future website provision for the Parish 
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Council, given that the existing free County Council support for the Parish Council’s 
website would expire at the end of March 2017. 
 

There were now a number of alternative providers of websites for Parish Councils 
nationally (at a cost) and the consultant had undertaken some research into these and of 
the website currently provided by the County Council. A key issue in the creation of any 
new website would be the transfer of existing archived material and the County Council 
website was a bespoke site which the consultant felt to be of good quality, although, as 
was pointed out, other website providers existed, at costs from £199 annually upwards. 
At the upper limits some providers charged much more than this. The Clerk advised that 
the cost of continuing with the existing DCC bespoke website, with improvements, would 
be in the order of £500 - £550 annually. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That, because of the specialised nature of the provision, the Parish Council enter into a 
Service Level Agreement with Durham County Council on a trial basis for 2017-18, the 
final costs to be determined in negotiation with the County Council.  
 
122/16  ARRANGEMENTS FOR CONTRACTS 2017-18 ONWARDS 
 
The Clerk advised that the existing insurance contract and three year tie-in deal via 
Came and Co. Ltd. would expire at the end of March 2017. Came and Co. Ltd., who were 
brokers, had advised that they would be able to provide quotations from three insurance 
companies for consideration if the Council so wished. 
 
In relation to grass cutting, the Clerk advised that the three year contract for grass cutting, 
which had been extended for a further year in 2016-17 was coming to an end. The 
existing contractor, CE & CM Walker, had already submitted a price of £110 per cut 
which was £5 per cut higher than that over the previous four years. It was not clear, 
however, given the Council’s previous preference for a three year contract whether the 
£110 per cut was for one year or three. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That Came and Co. Ltd be asked to obtain three quotations on behalf of the Parish 
Council for insurance for the three year period commencing 1

st
 April 2017. 

2. That the Clerk enquire of CE & CM Walker about whether the price of £110 per cut 
submitted is for one year or three years and that consideration then be given as to 
whether the existing contract can be extended. 

 

123/16  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

The following correspondence was considered: 
 

(a) Information from County Durham Association of Local Councils (for copy see file of 
minutes). 

(b) Black Swan Public House: alleged breach of planning conditions. 
(c) Delays to County Durham Plan Process. 
 

In relation to (b) above, concerning a complaint from a local resident, the Clerk advised 
that the County Council had now investigated the matter and had found that no breach 
had occurred. 
 

As regards (c) above, the Plan process had been delayed because the Government 
intended to issue a White Paper on Housing which was expected shortly. 
 

RESOLVED:  
 

That the correspondence be noted. 
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124/16  FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 
 

The Council considered a report of the Clerk about proposed amendments to financial 
regulations (for copy see file). 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the recommendations in the report be approved and the mendments made with 
immediate effect. 
 

125/16  ITEMS DEALT WITH DURING DECEMBER RECESS 
 

The Clerk advised that the only issues dealt with during the December recess were 
payment of invoices (shown on the income and accounts report) and acceptance of a 
tree planting quotation. 
 
126/16 INCOME AND ACCOUNTS 
 

The following was reported to and authorised by the Council: 
 

Income 
 

TAP  Defibrillator Grant    £1000.00   
 

Expenditure 
 

T Bolton Clerk's Salary/mileage etc. December  £432.45 
G Stockton Litter Collection December   £54.17 
Raby Estates Playground Rental    £15.00 
HMRC  PAYE 3rd Quarter    £296.20 
DCC  Legal advice     £120 (inc. VAT) 
Open Spaces Annual Subscription    £45.00 
G Stockton Litter collection January   £54.17 
Inf. Cssr. Annual Reg. Fee    £35.00 
Park Lane Inspection Nov.    £42 (inc. VAT) 
Playgrounds 
T Bolton Clerk’s salary etc.    £431.56 
T Atkinson Co. Playground Phase 1 Retention   £207.24 (inc. VAT) 
SLCC  Annual Subs (50% cont)   £70.00 
 

127/16  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

(a) Staindrop Public Toilets 
 

In response to a question about the Staindrop toilets operated by Durham County 
Council and which were currently unlocked and attracting groups of youths, the Clerk 
agreed to advise the County Council accordingly. 
 

(b) Parking in vicinity of Staindrop School 
 

Reference was made to parking of vehicles in Swan Wynd by parents and carers 
dropping off and collecting children from Staindrop Junior School and safety issues. The 
Clerk agreed to write to the Head Teacher asking that this matter be raised in a future 
newsletter to parents. 
 

(c) Darlington Hospital 
 

Reference was made to pre consultation proposals for hospital reconfigurations in the 
locality which could possible result in the closure of Darlington Hospital accidents and 
emergencies department. 
 

128/16  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 16
th

 February, 2017 at 
Scarth Hall. 
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129/16  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the 
following item because of the need to (a) consider tenders for Staindrop Playground 
Phase 2 and (b) receive information and legal advice about progress with and a possible 
course of action in relation to footpaths on North Green. 

 
130/16  STAINDROP PLAYGROUND PHASE 2 
 
The Council considered a report about the contract process and the opening of tenders 
for the Staindrop Playground Contract Phase 2. Two of the original three contractors from 
whom tenders had been sought had declined to bid. Of the contractor which had 
submitted a bid – Kompan - two tenders had been submitted, one for a higher price than 
anticipated and another for different equipment. There were a number of other issues 
which needed to be clarified with the Company which had submitted the tenders.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That arrangements be made for an Extraordinary meeting of the Council to award the 
contract, once the outstanding queries have been resolved. 
 
131/16  FOOTPATHS ON NORTH GREEN 
 

Councillor Reed declared an interest and withdrew from the meeting. In the absence of 
Councillor Chapman, the Vice-Chairman, who had left the meeting earlier, it was 
RESOLVED that Councillor R J Humphries be elected Chairman for the remainder of the 
meeting. 
 

COUNCILLOR R J HUMPHRIES in the Chair 
 

The Clerk reported for information that the response from the DCC Strategic Highways 
Manager was still outstanding despite having been promised in time for the January 
meeting of the Parish Council. He would attempt to chase up the issue and place an item 
on the agenda for the proposed Extraordinary meeting of the Council. 


