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STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING 
 

 
Joe Hodgson Room Thursday   Time:  7.15 p.m. 
Scarth Hall                                    16

th
 February 2017 

Staindrop 
 

Present:  Councillors D Chapman, R J Humphries, D Kinch, D Reed (in the Chair) and A 
Smith. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 

Representative from the Teesdale Mercury. 
 
 

138/16  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor E Chicken and Councillors D and S 
Devonport. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the apologies be accepted and approved. 
 

139/16  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 

Councillor Reed declared an interest in relation to Item 18 on the agenda (footpaths on 
North Green). 
 

140/16 ANY APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

There were no applications for Dispensations. 
 

141/16  MINUTES AND ACTION POINTS  
 

(a) The minutes of the meetings held on 19
th
 and 26

th
 January 2016 were confirmed as a 

correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

(b) A list outlining actions arising from issues determined at the January meetings (for 
copy see file of minutes) was noted.  

 
In relation to the item about pre-application discussions, the Clerk advised that both 
County Councillors had indicated they would be happy to discuss this issue with 
representatives from the Parish Council.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That a meeting be arranged with the two local County Councillors.  
  
142/16  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE 
PUBLIC  
 

There were no questions from members of the public. 
 

143/16  POLICE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 
 

There was nothing to report. 
 
144/16  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
(a) Elections 
 

The Clerk advised that he would be attending a training session (representing another 
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Parish Council) on 1

st
 March 2017 at County Hall, Durham about the 2017 election 

procedures for Parish Councils. The nomination packs for the Parish Council elections 
would be available at the meeting and he would also collect those for Staindrop for 
distribution to members. 
 
(b) Town Council Status 
 

Councillor Kinch reported on some recent information he had acquired about 
arrangements whereby Staindrop Parish Council could, if it so wished, declare itself to be 
a Town Council. In such a circumstance the Chairman of the Parish Council would be 
styled as the Mayor. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the reports be noted. 
 

145/16  RISK MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 
 
The Council considered a report of the Clerk about the Council’s Risk Management 
Strategy (for copy see file of Minutes). 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the recommendation in the report and the Strategy be adopted. 
 
146/16  INSURANCE 
 

The Clerk reported that details had now been received from Came & Company of three 
quotations received for the Parish Council’s insurance cover (based on the current level 
of cover plus an additional £35,000 for the playground phase 2 and £500 for a memorial 
bench)  from 2017-18 as follows: 
 

 Aviva (current insurers) £1,278.38  

 Hiscox    £555.29  

 Ecclestiastical   £1325.28 
 
The Clerk circulated a comparison table prepared by Came & Co. Showing the level of 
cover. The brokers were recommending the Hiscox quotation. Additionally, if the Council 
entered into a three year contract with Hiscox, the annual sum could be reduced to 
£527.53 p.a. inclusive of IPT. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Hiscox quotation be accepted and a three year agreement be entered into. 
 
147/16  VILLAGE GREEN END ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
 

The following matters were considered: 
 

(a) Bollards and Damage to South Green near Wheatsheaf Public House 
 

The Clerk advised that, information had been received from a local resident about 
damage to the village green near the Wheatsheaf Public House. Some of the old wooden 
bollards had been knocked out of the periphery of the green and there was a patch of 
erosion on the green which did not currently have bollards caused by cars parking. 
Following discussion with the Chairman, the Clerk had spoken to the Council’s contractor 
about replacing the current wooden bollards with the newer type of recycled plastic 
bollards. It was believed however, there were only six or eight bollards currently in stock 
and more would need to be ordered. In relation to the badly eroded area of green, Lord 
Barnard had agreed to bollards being erected on this section as well. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That arrangements be made for the work to be carried out and authority given for the 
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  purchase of additional bollards. 
 

2. The Clerk prepare a report for a future meeting of the Council about the existing 
position regarding bollards on the village greens in Staindrop. 

 

(b) Parking and Traffic Issues 
 

The Clerk referred to the outstanding meeting with the County Council about parking and 
reported that since the last meeting a number of additional parking/traffic issues had 
arisen as follows: 
 

 Issues with Parking and road safety near the Spar Shop and Duke Street 
Junction – a lady driver had contacted the Teesdale Mercury about parking in the 
vicinity and a near miss at the Duke Street junction. 

 A complaint from a resident of 21 Winston Road (a Housing Association property) 
about parking in the vicinity and the need for additional parking provision. 

 Another complaint from a local resident about parking of school transport 
coaches on Cleatlam Lane. 

 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the above issues be added to those for discussion with the County Council about 
parking and a representative from the North Star Housing Association be invited to 
participate in the discussion about Winston Road and a representative from Staindrop 
School be asked to attend the discussion about parking on Cleatlam Lane. 
 

(c) Grasscutting 
 
The Clerk reported that, following the last meeting, he had contacted Messrs. Walkers 
about a quotation for a three year contract. The previous letter from Walkers had advised 
that the figure for 2017 would rise to £110 from £105 per cut in 2016. When Walkers had 
been advised that a three year contract was proposed, it had been indicated that the 
figure would be £115 per cut, but no written confirmation had yet been received from 
Walkers. Although the contract essentially remained the same, having perused the 
Financial Regulations, the Clerk suggested that it might be prudent to attempt to obtain 
some additional quotes before awarding the contract. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That additional quotations be sought. 
 
148/16  PLAYGROUND 
 

The Clerk reported that the contract for Phase 2 had now been awarded to Kompan at a 
slightly reduced sum of £35,712.30 excluding VAT. 
 
A letter had been sent to the Scout Leader clarifiying the agreement of the Council to use 
of the playground by the Scouts and Guides. 
 
Arrangements for a meeting with the Scouts about fencing were to be arranged by Emma 
Hignett-Curran. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the award of the contract to Kompan at the figure stated be approved and 
confirmed. 

2. That the remaining items be noted. 
 

149/16  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

The following correspondence was considered: 
 

(a) Information from County Durham Association of Local Councils (for copy see file of 
minutes). 
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(b) Open Gardens Event – Letter from Staindrop Parochial Church Council 
(c) Invitation from Teesdale Area Action Partnership for public representative vacancies 

on the TAP Board. 
 

In relation to (b) above, it was considered that, the PCC should be advised that the 
Parish Council had no objections to the proposal in relation to its role as custodian of the 
green, subject to the PCC ensuring that appropriate insurance was in place and that 
appropriate health and safety measures were taken and any damage to the green 
subsequently rectified. However, it was felt that no contribution should be made towards 
signage.  
 

RESOLVED:  
 

1. That the correspondence be noted. 
2. The Parochial Church Council be advised of the Parish Council’s decision as outlined 

above. 
 

150/16  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

The following applications were considered: 
 

(a) Current Applications: 
 

None to date. 
 

(b) Applications Approved by Durham County Council 
 

DM/16/03453/LB: Listed Building Consent for demolition of rear single storey extension and lean-to 
shed, rear single storey extension, replace UPVC windows with timber sash and internal alternations at 
39 South Green Staindrop Darlington.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the application approved by Durham County Council at (b) above be noted. 
 

151/16  INCOME AND ACCOUNTS 
 

The following was reported to and authorised by the Council: 
 

Income 
 

NIL   
 

Expenditure 
 

T Bolton Clerk’s salary etc. (February)   £437.53 
G Stockton Litter collection (February)   £54.17 
Park Lane Playground Safety Inspections (Jan/Feb) £84.00 
 

152/16  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

Councillor Kinch referred to proposed changes in relation to the Code of Conduct for 
Members which were being discussed with the County Council locally. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk investigate this issue and report to a future meeting of the Parish Council. 
 
153/16  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 16
th

 March, 2017 at 
Scarth Hall. 
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154/16  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the 
following item because of the need to receive information and legal advice about 
progress with and a possible course of action in relation to footpaths on North Green. 

 
155/16  FOOTPATHS ON NORTH GREEN 
 

Councillor Reed declared an interest and withdrew from the meeting.  
 

COUNCILLOR D CHAPMAN in the Chair 
 

The Clerk reported that a response from the DCC Strategic Highways Manager was still 
outstanding despite having been promised in time for the January meeting of the Parish 
Council. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Parish Council write formally to the County Council asking for a response in 
relation to the previous evidence submitted and the site meeting held in October. 
 


