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STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING 
 

 
Joe Hodgson Room Thursday   Time:  7.15 p.m. 
Scarth Hall                                      16

th
 March 2017 

Staindrop 
 

Present:  Councillors D Devonport. S Devonport, D Kinch, D Reed (in the Chair) and A 
Smith. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 

Representative from the Teesdale Mercury. 
 
 

156/16  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors D Chapman (work commitments), 
E Chicken (holiday) and R J Humphries (domestic reasons). 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the apologies be accepted and approved. 
 

157/16  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 

Councillor Reed declared an interest in relation to Item 10 on the agenda 
(correspondence - footpaths on North Green). 
 

158/16 ANY APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

There were no applications for Dispensations. 
 

159/16  MINUTES AND ACTION POINTS  
 

(a) The minutes of the meeting held on 16
th
 February 2017 were confirmed as a correct 

record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

(b) A list outlining actions arising from issues determined at the February meeting (for 
copy see file of minutes) was noted.  

 

160/16  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE 
PUBLIC  
 

There were no questions from members of the public. 
 

161/16  POLICE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 
 

There was no representation from the police. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 
(a) That the police be asked if a community speedwatch event can be held on Winston 

Road. 
(b) That the police be asked for details of forthcoming PACT meeting dates. 
 
162/16  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
Councillor Reed reported for information that a meeting was to be held with partners 
shortly in advance of the annual Appleby migration.  
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163/16  VILLAGE GREEN AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
 

The following matters were considered: 
 

(a) Grasscutting Contract 
 

The Clerk advised that quotations had been sought from three contractors, including the 
Council’s last contractor for grasscutting of the village greens and playground for the 
three year period commencing 2017. As the closing date for receipt of the quotations was 
not until 23rd March 2017 and would fall before the next meeting of the Council, a 
delegation was sought, in consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the 
Council to determine and award the contract. The result would be reported to full Council 
thereafter. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk be delegated in consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman to 
determine and award the grasscutting contract, with a report to Council thereafter.   
 

(b) Bollards on the Village Green 
 

The Clerk circulated photographs of the existing wooden bollards on the village green, 
the condition of which varied greatly, although some of did require replacement (including 
those near the Wheatsheaf public house). There was also a polyurethane bollard which 
appeared to be missing on the green opposite Scarth Hall. It was assumed this may have 
been damaged in a collision and removed without the Parish Council being made aware 
of the circumstances. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

(1) That the Clerk and the Chairman inspect the existing wooden bollards to determine 
where modern replacement polyurethane bollards should be installed. 

(2) Authority be given for the purchase of such modern replacement bollards as are 
necessary. 

 

(c) Parking and Traffic Issues 
 

The Clerk referred to the recent with the County Council about parking and traffic issues 
at which the police had also been present, as well as a representative from North Star 
Housing (in relation to parking issues near Winston Court) and a teacher from Staindrop 
School in relation coach parking at Cleatlam Lane. The following issues had been 
discussed:  
 

 Winston Road/Winston Court – There was no additional space for parking due to 
the width of the road and adjacent footways. This matter had been previously 
examined and there were issues on the north side of the road adjacent to Winston 
Court where existing parking could not be expanded due to utilities under the 
footways which would be expensive to move. It was explained by the North Star 
Housing Association representative that the grassed areas adjacent to properties 
could not be used for parking and all tenants had recently been advised of this 
following litigation when someone had tripped and fallen on an area of grass which 
had been churned up by parking. The police commented about the speed issues on 
this section of road and suggested that step down speed limits of 60mph, 40mph and 
30 mph should be implemented on this approach to Staindrop. This proposal was 
supported. 

 Issues with Parking and road safety near the Spar Shop and Duke Street 
Junction – It was agreed that this area, because of its width was used by a wide 
variety of vehicles, often double-parking whilst using the Spar Shop and Butchers. 
The County Council officers felt there may be some opportunities for road marking or 
hard engineering at this locality to improve road safety and agreed to draw up a draft 
scheme to address the issues. 

 Parking of school transport coaches on Cleatlam Lane – The police, County 
Council officers and school representative did not consider that there was a safety  
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issue with coach parking on Cleatlam Lane. It was clear there was erosion on 
highway verges opposite the school running southwards which may need some 
remedial works, however. 

 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the above issues be noted.  
 

164/16  PLAYGROUND 
 

The Clerk reported that, following the award of the contract to Kompan, work on the 
installation should begin shortly. 
 

The Clerk further reported that, following a recent safety inspection report, the fence at 
the bottom of the play area on the left hand side had been found to be unsteady. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the works on Phase 2 of the playground be noted. 
2. Arrangements be made for the Council’s contractor to repair the fence. 
 

165/16  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

The following correspondence was considered: 
 

(a) Information from County Durham Association of Local Councils (for copy see file of 
minutes). 

(b) Closure of bridge and right of way near Snotterton Hall 
(c) Footpaths on North Green 
 

In relation to the closure of a bridge and public right of way near Snotterton Hall, the 
Clerk reported that this issue had been drawn to the attention of the Parish Council by 
Teesdale Mercury with the bridge being physically closed to walkers and an emergency 
closure notice in October 2016. Following discussions with the County Council, it 
appeared that a longer closure was now in force and the relevant subsequent notice, if 
erected on site, was no longer present. This would be rectified. 
 

Councillor Reed declared an interest and withdrew from the meeting in relation to the 
North Green footpaths item. 
 

COUNCILLOR A SMITH in the Chair 
 

The Clerk reported that the County Council had now responded in relation to the Parish 
Council’s previous submission of evidence concerning the County Council’s responsibility 
for the footpaths on North Green. 
 

The County Council had indicated that the total cost for repairing the footways was in the 
order of £22,000. It was suggested that if the Parish Council was prepared to make a 
contribution of £8,500 towards the first stage of the works to address the most serious 
areas, the County Council would then fund the rest in a future programme and would 
assume liability for the footways and their future maintenance 
 

The Clerk advised that the Parish Council had provided the County Council with 
substantial evidence that the footpaths had been for many years, rights of way 
maintainable at the public expense by the highway authority but it was clear from the 
County Council’s response that it did not seem to regard the footpaths as maintainable. 
 
The Parish Council had indicated that it was prepared to make a substantial contribution 
to the cost of works (and this still held) but the contribution would be under S.43 of the 
Highways Act 1980, as in the past. It was suggested that, the Parish Council should 
advise the County Council, with regret, that it could not accept the current offer which 
implied a maintenance responsibility on the part of the Parish Council which would only 
'transfer' to the highway authority once the Parish Council had directly funded remedial 
works. This was not our view of the position. It was recommended that the Parish Council 
should again request the County Council to carry out its responsibility to repair these  
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footpaths - to the cost of which the Parish Council is prepared to make a contribution 
under Section 43 of the Highways Act. 
 

RESOLVED:  
 

1. That the correspondence be noted. 
2. That, in relation to the North Green footpaths, the County Council be responded to on 

the basis set out above. 
 

COUNCILLOR D REED in the Chair 
 

166/16  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

The following applications were considered: 
 
(a) Current Applications: 
 

None. 
 

(b) Approved by Durham County Council 
 

DM/16/03773/LB: Various internal and external alterations at 8 North Green Staindrop 
DM/17/00079/FPA: Removal of existing column and installation of replacement slim-line column, 
aerials, and equipment cabinets at Staindrop School Academy. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the applications approved by Durham County Council at (b) above be noted. 
 

167/16  INCOME AND ACCOUNTS 
 

The following was reported to and authorised by the Council: 
 

Income 
 

Durham County Council (Playground Grant)    £15,000  
 
Expenditure 
 

G Stockton  Litter collection (March)   £54.17 
T Bolton  Clerk’s salary (inc. stamps,    £466.96 
   Inkjet cartridges, stationery) 
HMRC   PAYE final quarter    £296.20 
Teesdale Consultants Payroll Services 2017-18   £240.00  inc. VAT 
AST Lee & Son Hedge cutting     £35.00 
Came & Co.  Insurance 2017-18    £527.53 
 

168/16  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

Councillor Kinch referred to the recognised handbook for Parish Councils and suggested 
that the Parish Council should purchase a copy of Arnold Baker – A Guide for Local 
Councils. 
 
Councillor S Devonport referred to the condition of the bench on the south side of 
Winston Road, north of Grice Court and adjacent to the bus stop. He also asked if the  
provision of a litter bin adjacent to the footway between Grice Court and the bridge could 
be investigated. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That arrangements be made to purchase a copy of the Arnold Baker publication. 
2. The issues raised by Councillor Devonport be investigated. 
 
169/16  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 20
th

 April, 2017. 


