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STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING 
 

 
Joe Hodgson Room Thursday   Time:  7.15 p.m. 
Scarth Hall                                      20

th
 April 2017 

Staindrop 
 

Present:  Councillors D Chapman, E Chicken, D Reed (in the Chair) and A Smith. 
 
County Councillor James Rowlandson. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk. 
 

Amanda Astrop and Emma Hignett-Curran 
 
Representative from the Teesdale Mercury. 
 
 

170/16  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors D and S Devonport (family 
commitments), D Kinch (illness) and R J Humphries (holiday). 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the apologies be accepted and approved. 
 

171/16  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 

There were no disclosures of interests. 
 

172/16 ANY APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

There were no applications for Dispensations. 
 

173/16  MINUTES AND ACTION POINTS  
 

(a) The minutes of the meeting held on 16
th
 March 2017 were confirmed as a correct 

record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

(b) A list outlining actions arising from issues determined at the March meeting (for copy 
see file of minutes) was noted.  

 

174/16  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE 
PUBLIC  
 

There were no questions from members of the public. 
 

175/16  POLICE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 
 

There was no representation from the police. 
 

176/16  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
There was nothing to report.  
 

177/16  VILLAGE GREEN AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
 

The following matters were considered: 
 

(a) Grasscutting Contract 
 

The Clerk advised that quotations had been sought from three contractors, including the 
Council’s previous contractor for grasscutting of the village greens and playground for the  
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three year period commencing 2017. As the closing date for receipt of the quotations was 
not until 23rd March 2017, he had been delegated, in consultation with the Chairman and 
Vice-Chairman of the Council, to determine and award the contract with the result 
reported to full Council thereafter. 
 

The Clerk advised that three quotations (on a per cut basis) had been received as follows: 
 

 £290 

 £200 

 £115 
 

Following consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman the contract had been 
awarded to the Council’s former contractors Messrs. C.E. and C.M. Walker in the sum of 
£115 per cut for the next three years. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the actions of the Clerk in consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman in 
relation to the award of the contract be confirmed and the contract be approved.   
 

(b) Parking and Traffic Issues 
 

The Clerk referred to the recent meeting with the County Council about parking and 
traffic issues at which the police had also been present, as well as a representative from 
North Star Housing (in relation to parking issues near Winston Court) and a teacher from 
Staindrop School in relation coach parking at Cleatlam Lane. Details of proposals from 
the County Council were still awaited.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted.  
 

(c) Proposals to Slow Traffic in Staindrop 
 

The Clerk referred to details of a manufacturing company previously circulated 
electronically to the Council. Councillor Chicken outlined the need to explore different 
mechanisms to reduce the speed of traffic entering the village, including the use of 
products, such as resin lifesize animals, which, if placed in the verges, might cause 
motorists to slow down on both approaches to Staindrop and which would be a relatively 
low cost solution to tackling this issue. 
 

The Clerk advised that placing any such items in the highway verges might require a 
licence from the County Council as Highway Authority. There was also the issue of 
potential theft of any such items to consider, unless they were securely fixed. 
 

Councillors expressed concern at the difficulties in gaining the agreement of the County 
Council in methods to help reduce traffic speeds in Staindrop, such as a crossing, 
additional signage or planting. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Parish Council seeks the views of the County Council on the above proposal 
and also on what other measures may be taken to reduce traffic speeds through the 
village. Additionally, that any relevant statistics on traffic speeds and numbers be also 
provided. 
 

(d) Bollards on the Village Green 
 

The Clerk referred to the previous decision of the Council to purchase new recycled 
plastic bollards to replace older wooden bollards. Following consultation with the 
Council’s local contractor, he had been advised that eight of the existing bollards were  
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held. However, more would be required and it appeared that the design of bollard 
previously purchased from Autopa was no longer stocked by the company. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That authority be given for the purchase of such modern replacement bollards, of a 
similar design, as are necessary. 
 

178/16  PLAYGROUND 
 

(a) Phase 2 
 

The Clerk reported that, following the award of the contract to Kompan, work on the 
installation had now begun. 
 

Emma advised that she would be submitting the Tesco grant claim for the balance of the 
monies outstanding to Groundwork shortly. Amanda explained that when the works for 
Phase 2 were complete it was hoped that a formal opening could take place, with 
refreshments available in the new Scout Hut. 
 

The Chairman referred to a recent meeting with a representative from the Scouts and 
Emma about the access alongside the hedge and fence on the northern side of the 
playground. The issue of an access direct from the Scout Hut curtilage into the 
playground had also been discussed. Whilst the gap between the fence/hedge adjoining 
the Scout Hut and the perimeter of Phase 2 was sufficient for the grasscutting contractors 
to get their mowers into Phase 1 of the playground to cut the grass, it was uncertain if the 
Council’s contractor for hedge cutting would be able to access the site using a tractor and 
flail and it was felt that the possibility of increasing the gap by cutting back the hedge and 
realigning the fence should be explored. The Scout representative had indicated that that 
the Scouts would not be averse to this. 
 

The Clerk advised that he had researched the Scout Hut planning consent which had 
imposed conditions in relation to the hedge next to the fence as it had been considered 
important by the County Council’s Landscape Officers and was subject to conditions 
limiting its removal. Any proposals for removing/realigning the hedge/fence would also 
need permission from Raby. 
 

The Clerk further advised that new signage would be required for the playground and that, 
in accordance with the budget provision made by the Council previously; arrangements 
should also be made for the provision of new fencing, with a new pedestrian gate and 
new field gate on the perimeter with Stangarth Lane. It was suggested that the views of 
the Council’s grasscutting contractors should also be sought on the position of the new 
field gate. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the current position be noted. 
2. The Clerk consult with the County Council planning officers on completion of Phase 2 

to determine whether a variation of planning permission to realign the hedge and 
fence might be possible. 

3. Authority be given for the purchase and erection of new signage. 
4. Quotations be sought for the provision of a new playground perimeter fence and 

gates on the boundary with Stangarth Lane and the views of the Council’s 
grasscutting contractors be sought about the positioning of the field access gate. 

 

(b) Public Spaces Protection Order 
 

The Clerk reported that, following the agreement of Raby Estate and consultation with 
the Chairman, he had advised Durham County Council that the Playground should be 
included in the County Council’s Public Spaces Protection Order in relation to dog fouling 
and stray dogs which was expected to come into operation on 1

st
 June 2017. 
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RESOLVED: 
 

That the actions of the Clerk be confirmed 
 

179/16  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

The following correspondence was considered: 
 

(a) Information from County Durham Association of Local Councils (for copy see file of 
minutes). 

 

RESOLVED:  
 

That the correspondence be noted. 
 

180/16 STAINDROP SCOUTS AND GUIDES – NEW SCOUT HUT 
 

The Clerk advised that the new Scout Hut was to be officially opened on 20
th
 May 2017 

at 7.00 p.m. and the Parish Council had been invited to send a representative. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That Councillor E Chicken represents the Parish Council at the official opening. 
 

181/16  ELECTIONS 
 

The Clerk referred to the elections process for Parish Councils. All of the existing 
Staindrop Parish Councillors, with the exception of Councillor David Kinch who had 
decided not to stand, were to be elected unopposed. This left two vacancies which could 
be filled by co-option within 35 days of the election without any need for the formal 
advertising process. In a subsequent discussion, Councillor Kinch had indicated that he 
would not wish to offer himself for co-option to the Council. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted and a letter of thanks be sent to Councillor Kinch for his 
service on the Council. 
 

182/16  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

The following issues were considered: 
 

(a) Planned discussions with local County Councillors about pre-application 
planning advice. 

 

The Clerk reported that this matter had been held in abeyance, as neither of the 
County Councillors had been able to attend a meeting previously and the matter could 
not be further discussed until after the purdah period. 

 

(b) Current applications 
 

DM/17/01153/LB | Listed Building application for replacement door with 
fanlight above at Ivor House 1 South Green Staindrop. 
 

(c) Planning Appeal 
 

A planning appeal by the applicants had been lodged in relation to the refusal by the 
County Council of planning permission for the retrospective installation of 2 No. 
windows at 14 Office Square, Staindrop. The Parish Council had previously objected 
to the planning application. The matter would be dealt with on the basis of written 
representations. 

 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That arrangements be made for a meeting with County Councillors about pre-
application advice after the purdah period. 
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2. That no objections be made in relation to the planning application at (b) above. 
3. The no further representations be made in relation to the planning appeal at (c) 

above. 
 

188/16  ANNUAL AUDIT AND ACCOUNTS 2016-17 
 

The Clerk advised that details of the 2016-17 audit for Staindrop Parish Council had now 
been received.  
 

Copies of the following documents were submitted to the Council for consideration: 
 

 Schedules (draft) of income and expenditure for 2016-17. 

 Copy of Part 1 of the Annual Return for 2016-17 

 Statement of Support. 
 

(for copies see file of minutes). 
 

The documents, once approved by Council, would then be submitted to the Internal 
Auditor for checking before any amendments and final approval by the Council at its May 
meeting and submission to the External Auditors. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the draft schedules of income and expenditure be noted.  
2. That part 1 of the Annual Return (Annual Governance Statement) be completed and 

the answers to questions 1-8 be “yes” and to question 9 be “NA” to indicate that the 
Council has fully complied with the governance requirements. 

3. That the statement of support be approved. 
4. That the documents be submitted to the Internal Auditor for checking and certification 

before any amendments and final approval by Council at its May meeting prior to 
submission to the external auditors 

 
189/16  INCOME AND ACCOUNTS 
 

The following was reported to and authorised by the Council: 
 

Income 
 

DCC Playground Grant (9 Feb)     £15,000 
Tree Week Grant (6 Mar)      £105.00 
Business Account Interest (2016-17)     £4.19 
Precept & LCTSS Grant      £16,599.00 
  

Expenditure 
 

G Stockton  Litter collection (April)    £54.17 
T Bolton  Clerk’s salary (inc. stamps, mileage)  £427.57 
Raby Estate  Playground rent to 10/10/17   £15.00 
Staindrop Hist.Soc. Contribution towards play   £50.00 
 

190/16  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

A discussion took place with County Councillor Rowlandson about highways issues. 
Reference was made to a pothole on Road A688 position just over the access from 
Winston Road.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the matter be reported to the County Council 
 

191/16  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 18
th

 May, 2017. 


