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STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING 
 

Joe Hodgson Room Thursday   Time:  7.15 p.m. 
Scarth Hall                                      15

th
 June 2017 

Staindrop 
 

Present:  Councillors D Chapman, E Chicken, D Davenport, S Devonport, R J 
Humphries, D Reed (in the Chair) and A Smith. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk. 
 

Representatives from Durham Constabulary. 
 

24/17  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 
An apology for absence was received from County Councillor G Richardson. 
 

25/17  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 

There were no disclosures of interests. 
 

26/17 ANY APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

There were no applications for Dispensations. 
 

27/17  MINUTES AND ACTION POINTS  
 

(a) The minutes of the meeting held on 18
th
 May 2017 were confirmed as a correct 

record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

(b) A list outlining actions arising from issues determined at the May meeting (for copy 
see file of minutes) was noted. In relation to the closure of the Council’s Savings 
Account, the Clerk advised that a letter signed by the signatories would be required 
and this was AGREED. 

 
28/17  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE 
PUBLIC  
 

There were no questions from members of the public. 
 

29/17  POLICE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 
 

There was no representation from the police. 
 

30/17  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
Councillor Chicken advised that he had attended the recent formal opening of the scout 
hut.  
 

31/17  VILLAGE GREEN AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
 

The following matters were considered: 
 

(a) Memorial Seat 
 

The Clerk advised that the seat had now been installed on South Green at the west end 
of the village.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That a letter of thanks be sent to Mr Barkshire who had provided the memorial seat. 
 
(b) Drinking Fountain 
 

The Clerk reported that he had spoken to one of the conservation officers at Durham  
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County Council who was going to inspect the fountain, which was listed, and report back. 
To date no comments had been received. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted and the Parish Council contact Raby to determine ownership 
and seek the Estates views about refurbishment of the fountain. 
 

(c) Traffic Calming 
 

The Council received a presentation from the police about the Community Speedwatch 
scheme and how it operated and provided copies of application forms for those who were 
interested in the scheme. 
 
The Clerk also reported on the effectiveness of speedvisors, details of which had 
previously provided by Durham County Council and which had been circulated. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That those councillors who are interested in participating in the Community 
Speedwatch scheme complete and return the forms and that the scheme also be 
advertised to enable local residents to participate if they so wish. 

2. Any further actions/proposals in relation to traffic calming be held in abeyance 
pending the outcome of implementation of Community Speedwatch in Staindrop 
for a six month trial period. 

 
(d) Bollards on the Village Green 
 

The Clerk circulated details of alternative types of bollards, following the discontinuance 
of the bollards (8) held in stock by the Parish Council.   
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That authority be given for the purchase of the Deleval PU Bollards from Broxap which 
were the nearest match to the existing bollards on the greens. 
 

(e) Signs on the Gateway Entrances 
 

Councillor S Devonport referred to signs which had been hung on the gateway entrances 
to the village advertising the forthcoming Garden Open Day. It had been made clear by 
the County Council in previous approaches by the Parish Council that such signs were 
not to be posted. The Clerk advised that, following a discussion with Councillor 
Devonport and the Chairman, he had reported the signs to the County Council which was 
responsible for the Gateways. 
 
(f) Potholes 
 

The Clerk advised that he reported potholes at the junction of the A688 with Winston 
Road and on the adopted highway adjacent to the green to the west of the Coffee 
Shop/Bistro to Durham Council via the DCC online website. Both had been identified for 
attention. 
 
(g) Seat and Litter Bin at Eastern End of Winston Road 
 

Councillor Devonport reported that the seat at the eastern end of Winston Road, which it 
was believed was the responsibility of the County Council, had now been replaced with a 
new seat. The provision of a litter bin towards the bridge was still outstanding. 
 
(h) Grass Cutting 
 

Reference was made to the difficulties encountered by the contractors in cutting the  
greens due to low branches from some of the trees and of the need for possible works. 
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RESOLVED: 
 

That a survey of the trees on the green be undertaken before considering this matter 
further and the Clerk be authorised to seek a quotation from Mr Lowe in this regard. 
 
32/17  PLAYGROUND 
 

(a) Fencing 
 

The Clerk referred to the quotations which had been sought for new fencing and gates 
into the playground alongside Stangarth Lane 
 
Mr Wade’s quotation had previously been reported to Council. A quotation had been 
sought from Trevor Burn, but despite a reminder, no quote had been submitted.  
 
(b) Inspection Report 
 

The Clerk reported that shortly after the opening of the playground an inspection report 
had been received from Park Lane Playgrounds, one of the Parish Council’s own safety 
inspection consultants, which had highlighted a number of issues which needed 
rectification. This had been submitted to Kompan which had sent out the installers to the 
playground to make the necessary rectifications. The main outstanding issue was that of 
the depth of the eco mulch in the equipment play area which had already been raised 
with Kompan and which they had previously stated met the required depth. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Council continue to press Kompan to rectify this matter which had now been the 
subject of two adverse inspection reports. 
 
(c) Grant 
 

The Clerk reported that following a recent meeting which the Chairman had attended, the 
£3,000 balance of the Tesco Grant had now been received. 
 
(d) Complaint from Local Resident 
 

The Clerk reported that he had received a complaint from a local resident whose property 
adjoined playground, stating that, following a sleepover of scouts in the scout hut 
overnight on 10

th
 June, neighbours had been awoken by the children playing and 

shouting in the playground at 6.50 a.m. on the following Sunday morning 11
th
 June. This 

was the culmination of activities by other young people and teenagers using the 
playground for drinking and playing music late into the night and throwing rubbish about. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the Clerk write to the Scout/Guide Leader about the incident asking that 
early morning usage of the playground does not occur in future. 

2. That in relation to the anti-social behaviour of other young people in the 
playground, discussions be sought with the Scouts to determine whether there 
might be the possibility of a joint approach to the installation of CCTV around the 
hut and playground to deter such behaviour. 

3. A decision on fencing/gates be deferred pending the discussions to determine 
whether there needs to be increased security around the site and the Clerk 
investigate whether the County Council has any arrangements in place for the 
opening and closing of locked play areas which the Parish Council could sign up 
to. 

4. That the Clerk be authorised (in consultation with the Chairman) to proceed with 
the design and procurement of new signage for the playground.  

 
33/17  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

The following correspondence was considered: 
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(a) Information from County Durham Association of Local Councils (for copy see file of 
minutes). 

(b) Letter from Mrs Peacock congratulating the Parish Council on the provision of Phase 
 2 of the Playground 

(c) Durham Community Action Funding Fair 
 

RESOLVED:  
 

That the correspondence be noted and 
 

(i) Authority be given for a Parish Council representative to attend the Regional free 
training event on 7

th
 September if so desired; and 

(ii)  An application be submitted for a Transparency Grant in respect of the hosting of the 
new Parish Council website by Durham County Council under a Service Level 
Agreement. 

 

34/17 CDALC AGM 21
st

 OCTOBER 2017 
 

The Clerk referred to the CDALC AGM and asked if the Parish Council wished to submit 
any nominations for Executive Committee positions. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That no nominations be submitted. 
 

35/17  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

The following issues were considered: 
 

Planning Applications approved by Durham County Council under Officer 
Delegated Powers  
 

Application No. DM/17/01153/LB: Listed Building application for replacement door with 
fanlight above at Ivor House 1 South Green Staindrop – Approved. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the approval above be noted.  
 
36/17  INCOME AND ACCOUNTS 
 

The following was reported to and authorised by the Council: 
 

Income 
 

Tesco (via Groundwork) Balance of Playground Grant  £3,000.00 
  

Expenditure 
 

G Stockton   Litter collection (June)   £54.17 
Glasdon UK Ltd.  Memorial Bench   £604.17 inc. VAT 
T Bolton   Laptop/software – reimbursement £558.00 inc. VAT 
T Bolton   Clerk’s salary (inc. stamps, mileage) £461.24 part VAT 
Park Lane Playgrounds Playground Inspection – May  £42.00 inc. VAT 
HMRC    PAYE 1st Quarter   £296.20 
 
Approved at last meeting – now paid minus discount 
 
Kompan Phase 2 Playground         £34,998.06 plus VAT £6991.61 

=£41,997.67 (inc 2% prompt payment discount) 
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37/17  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

The Clerk reported on the purchase of the Parish Council laptop and software at a total 
price of £558.00 which, when VAT was deducted, was less than £550 Transparency 
Grant to the Council. It was proposed that the remainder be used to purchase an external 
drive to allow regular backing up of data. 
 
38/17  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 20
th

 July 2017 at 7.15 
p.m. and will be preceded by a meeting of the Finance Committee at 6.45 p.m. 
 
Councillor Chapman asked that his apologies be presented for the next meeting. 


