
1 
 

STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING 
 
Scarth Hall Thursday   Time:  7.15 p.m. 
Staindrop           20th July 2017 
 
 
 
Present:  E Chicken, R J Humphries, D Reed (in the Chair) and A Smith. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 
Ian Royston (Local resident) 
 
Representative from the Teesdale Mercury. 
 
39/17  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Chapman (holiday) and 
Councillors Devonport (family commitments). There was also an apology from 
County Councillor Richardson. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the apologies from the Parish Councillors be approved. 
 
40/17  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 

Councillor Smith declared an interest in relation Item 10(b) on the agenda (Car Boot 
sale on village green). 
 
41/17 ANY APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

There were no applications for Dispensations. 
 
42/17  MINUTES AND ACTION POINTS  
 

(a) The minutes of the meeting held on 15th June 2017 were confirmed as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

(b) A list outlining actions arising from issues determined at the June meeting was 
noted (for copy see file of minutes).  

 

43/17  PRESENTATION BY STAINDROP CHRISTMAS LIGHTS COMMITTEE 
 
The Council received a presentation from representatives of Staindrop Christmas 
Lights Committee about their plans for static seasonal displays on the village green 
at Christmas. Reference was made to the costs of the new displays and the 
representatives were encouraged to submit an application to the Council before its 
September meeting for a grant if funding was required to implement the scheme. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
1. That the Christmas Lights Committee be thanked for their presentation. 
2. The Parish Council support the proposal and would offer no objections in relation 

to the placing of displays on the green, subject to appropriate insurance being in 
place and health and safety requirements being met. 
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44/17  DONATIONS  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That this item be deferred as the previous meeting of the Finance Committee which 
was to have made recommendations on donations had been inquorate, 
 
45/17  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY THE PUBLIC 
 
There were no questions. 
 
46/17  POLICE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 
 

There was nothing to report about crime issues locally.  
 
47/17  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 

(a) Travellers/Residents Working Group 
 

Councillor Reed reported that there had been a recent meeting of the Teesdale 
Traveller and Residents Working Group but he had been unable to attend.  
 

(b) Scarth Hall 
 

Councillor Chicken referred to the ongoing work in relation to the Articles for the 
revised management arrangements for Scarth Hall. The future arrangements might 
result in a smaller management body with possibly just one Parish Council 
representative instead of the existing two places and he would report back in due 
course. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the reports be noted. 
 
48/17  VILLAGE GREEN, ETC. 
 

(a) Car Boot and Other Events on Village Green 
 
The Clerk reported that details had now been received and circulated to members of 
the proposed events on the village green which the Parish Council had previously 
discussed and resolved not to object to in relation to its role as custodian of the green, 
subject to appropriate insurance and health and safety requirements being met. The 
events had now been approved by Durham County Council. Any profits raised would 
go to support the annual carnival or other local organisations. The programme of 
events was as follows: 
 

 27th August 2017 11 am -3 pm 

 30th September 2017 

 4th November 2017 

 9th December 2017 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the details be noted. 
 
(b) Tree Survey 
 

The Clerk advised that following the previous discussion at Council about a survey of 
trees on the village green, Mr Lowe had been approached as a specialist provider  
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and had agreed to undertake a survey for the sum of £140. The Clerk asked that his 
actions in consultation with the Chairman in commissioning the survey from Mr Lowe 
be confirmed.  
  
RESOLVED: 
 

That the actions of the Clerk be confirmed and the expenditure be approved. 
 
(c) Drinking Fountain 
 

The Clerk advised that following discussions with Raby Estate, there was still some 
uncertainty about the ownership of the fountain on South Green which had been 
gifted to the Parish in the 19th Century, but Raby had raised no objections into the 
possibility of repairs and renovation to the fountain being explored. 
 
A report from the Senior Design and Conservation Officer at Durham County Council 
about the Grade II listed structure indicated that overall the condition was not too bad, 
although, if the Council wished to reinstall the water supply, this could prove 
problematical with freezing and thawing during the winter months. The main issues 
related to pointing and the condition of the pink sandstone column which had been 
badly cracked by left over metal fixings, which needed removing, and the 
components of the column then stitched and cracks filled using appropriate 
techniques. The County Council would be happy to discuss the extent of the works 
with the Parish Council’s chosen mason when selected. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That guidance be sought from the County Council about suitable craftsmen to carry 
out this work and the possibility of grant funding be also explored.  
 

(d) Car Parking and Other Issues 
 

Councillor Smith referred to previous discussions with the County Council about 
parallel parking on the main road through the village alongside the green which the 
County Council had previously discounted, citing the width of the road as being 
insufficient. Photographs were circulated by Councillor Smith showing the road 
during the recent carnival when cars had been parked on the main road facing 
westwards adjacent to South Green and there had been sufficient room for two way 
traffic on the remainder of the highway. 
 
Issues were also raised about problems with the toilets in the village operated by the 
County Council in Staindrop which were a magnet for young people and were 
causing problems due to not being closed. There were also reports of drug dealing in 
the village on the greens and of drugs been hidden in the playground. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the Clerk write to the County Council submitting the photographs and 
seeking views again about the possibility of parallel parking on Road A688 in the 
village. 

2. That the issue about the toilets be raised with the County Council. 
 
49/17  PLAYGROUND 
 

(a) Discussions with Kompan 
 

The Clerk referred to the ongoing discussions with Kompan about the level of eco-
mulch in the play area pit. The company was maintaining that the fill level was correct 
and had suggested in its latest email that some of the chippings might have been  
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abstracted from the pit area by children during normal use, moving between 
equipment on the playground. There was conflicting evidence about the levels, but 
the most recent annual safety inspection by The Play Inspection Company had not 
raised the fill level as an issue. If the Parish Council wished to increase the level, it 
could do so from the discount savings achieved on payment of the invoice for the 
playground works. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted and the levels be monitored. 
 
(b) CCTV, Fencing and Inappropriate Use of the Playground 
 
The Clerk referred to the proposals for CCTV which he had written to the 
Scout/Guides Leader about in connection with a joint scheme but had received no 
reply to date. In the light of the allegations about drugs in the playground this matter 
need to be progressed. 
 
On the question of fencing, this had been put on hold following the previous 
discussions of Council, only one quote having been received. Reference was also 
made by members to the need for signage to indicate closing times and it was 
agreed that this should be 8 pm during the summer months. However, unless the 
play area was locked up and re-opened daily, it was accepted that it would be difficult 
to police any restrictions. Appropriate fencing/gates would also be needed as part of 
any scheme and these would need to allow for continued access for grass-cutting as 
well as enhanced provision for disabled people, whilst preventing youths climbing 
over them. 
 

RESOLVED: 
1. The Clerk write again to the Scouts/Guides about the possibility of a joint CCTV 

scheme as this would be a major factor in deterring inappropriate use and 
vandalism in the playground. 

2. That the police be advised of the allegations about drugs being hidden in the 
playground. 

3. Approval be given for the purchase of appropriate signage for the playground 
indicating closing times. 

4. Advice be sought from Durham County Council about the above issues and 
appropriate fencing/gates and a site meeting be held to consider these matters. 

 

(c) Grant Monies 
 

The Clerk reported that he had been advised by the Playground Committee that 
further grants of £200 from the Masons and £1000 from TAP were expected towards 
the cost of the playground works, 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the grants be welcomed. 
 

(d) Safety Inspections 2017-18 
 

The Clerk reported that the arrangements for safety inspections for 2017-18 needed 
to be determined. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the existing arrangements with The Play Inspection Company Limited and with 
Park Lane Services be continued and approval be given for the appropriate 
expenditure in connection with the same. 
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50/17  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

The following correspondence was considered: 
 

(a) Information from County Durham Assoc. of Local Councils (for copy see file of 
Minutes). 

(b) Consultation by DCC on open space and play issues 
(c) Access to Raby Allotments (Mr Riseby) 
(d) Installation of dog bin by DCC outside 77 Winston Road (complaint from Mrs 

Robinson) 
(e) Death of local resident (enquiry from Mrs Kidd) 
 

With reference to the allotments access issues, Mr Riseby was a tenant of Raby 
Estate who was experiencing difficulties in vehicular access to the allotments site due 
to overhanging vegetation along the track. The land on one side of the access was 
owned by the DCC and on the other by North Star Housing. The issue had been 
passed to Raby Estate to deal with. 
 
As regards the recently installed dog bin outside 77 Winston Road, it was reported by 
members that this had now been removed. 
 
In relation to the inquiry from Mrs Kidd about the death of a friend who lived locally, it 
was agreed that the Clerk should advise her that the lady in question had been found 
dead at home and it was understood there were no suspicious circumstances. 
 
RESOLVED:  
 

(i) That the Council note the CDALC report; 
(ii) The Clerk make arrangements to respond to the DCC consultation; 
(iii) Mrs Kidd be advised of the circumstances regarding her friend;  
(iv) The other issues be noted. 

 
51/17  COUNTY DURHAM ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 
 

The Clerk reported on consultations received from the County Durham Association of 
Local Councils about: 
 

 The Charter with Durham County Council 

 Future Funding for the Secretariat 
 
The Clerk advised that he would be attending a forthcoming meeting of the CDALC 
Smaller Local Councils Forum where these issues would be discussed and he would 
outline the Parish Council’s views. 
 

In relation to the proposed Charter, the Council felt that the Charter dealt more on 
processes than on actions. It was important that the Charter was more than just 
words, but about commitment and action on the part of DCC. There were occasions 
when there were real difficulties for Parish Councils in contacting the County Council 
to report and resolve local issues, yet local councils were treated no differently to 
other “customers” in terms of reporting mechanisms and often had no direct access 
to relevant officers who were responsible for specific issues. 
 
Concerning the future funding arrangements for the Secretariat, the proposals for 
funding using reserves as considered by the CDALC Executive were acceptable, 
although it was considered that if the Larger Councils themselves wished to fund the 
Secretariat via an increased levy on the Larger Councils they should not be 
prevented from doing so.   
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RESOLVED: 
 

That the responses be submitted to CDALC by the Clerk at the forthcoming Smaller 
Local Councils Forum. 
 
52/17 RECOMMENDATION FROM CDALC ABOUT REVISED CODE OF 
CONDUCT 
 
The Council considered a report of the Clerk about a revised Code of Conduct 
which was being recommended by CDALC for adoption (for copy see file of 
Minutes). The main change was that of the addition of a new element in relation to 
actions which might bring a member into disrepute. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the revised Code of Conduct be adopted. 
 
53/17  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
The Council considered the following matters: 
 
(a) Current Applications: 
 

Application DM/17/01712/LB: Replacement of 6No. windows, doors and door frames 
at 6 Front Street, Staindrop. 
 
(b) Approved by Durham County Council 
 

The Clerk reported that the following application, to which the Parish Council had not 
objected, had now been formally approved by DCC: 
 

Application No. DM/17/01346/FPA: Single storey extension and alterations to garage 
roof at 23 Ladyclose, Staindrop. 
 
1. That no objections be made to the application at (a) above. 
2. That the approval at (b) above be noted. 
 

54/17  INCOME AND ACCOUNTS 
 

The following was reported to and authorised by the Council: 
 

Income 
 

NIL 
 
Expenditure 
 

G Stockton (Litter picking – July 2017)    £54.17 
 
T Bolton (Salary, mileage, stamps etc. July 2017)   £417.94 
   

The Play Inspection Company Ltd (Quarterly safety inspections) £246.00 
     
CE & CM Walker (grass cutting June)    £276.00 
 

P Wade (Fencing and fixing new seat)     £260.00 
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55/17  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

Following the informative presentation at the beginning of the meeting by the 
Staindrop Christmas Lights Committee, it was suggested that at future annual 
meetings for electors, local organisations be given an opportunity to make 
presentations about their work. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the proposal be implemented, commencing with the 2018 Annual meetings for 
electors. 
 

56/17  ARRANGEMENTS FOR DEALING WITH COUNCIL BUSINESS DURING 
AUGUST 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk be authorised in consultation with either the Chairman or Vice-
Chairman to deal with any urgent business during the August recess. 
 
57/17  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 21st September 
2017 in Scarth Hall. 
 
Councillor Smith indicated he would be unable to attend and submitted his apologies 
in advance 
 

 


