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STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING 
 
Scarth Hall Thursday   Time:  7.15 p.m. 
Staindrop       21st September 2017 
 
 
 
Present:  D Chapman, E Chicken, D Reed (in the Chair) D Devonport and S 
Devonport. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 
Ian Royston (Local resident) 
 
Amanda Astrop and Emma Hignett (Playground Committee). 
 
58/17  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 

An apology for absence was received from Councillor Smith (holiday). 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the apology from the Councillor Smith be approved. 
 
59/17  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 

Councillor Smith declared an interest in relation Item 10(b) on the agenda (Car Boot 
sale on village green). 
 
60/17 ANY APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

There were no applications for Dispensations. 
 
61/17  MINUTES AND ACTION POINTS  
 

(a) The minutes of the meeting held on 20th July 2017 were confirmed as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

(b) A list outlining actions arising from issues determined at the July meeting was 
noted (for copy see file of minutes).  

 

62/17  REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS FROM FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
The Council received a report and recommendations from the Finance Committee 
which had met immediately prior to the meeting of the Parish Council. The Finance 
Committee was recommending the following payments/actions as follows in relation 
to grants/applications for grants: 
 

1. Scarth Hall - £900 
2. Staindrop Christmas Lights Committee - £1,398 (VAT inc.) for light strings 

and re-installation of lights on branch wrapped tree and (subject to 
confirmation as to final costs) £3095.10 (VAT inc.) for column wrap. The items 
to be purchased directly by the Parish Council and donated to the Christmas 
Lights Committee. 

3. Open Spaces Society – no grant. 
4. Citizens Advice County Durham – no grant. 
5. Staindrop Carnival Committee – the Committee to be asked if it requires a 

donation this year. 
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6. Staindrop Football Club (possible donation towards changing hut) – that the 
Committee be asked to attend the next meeting of the Parish Council to 
discuss how the Parish Council might support its activities. 

 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the recommendations of the Finance Committee be approved; the payments 
outlined above be made; and the relevant actions undertaken. 
 
63/17  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY THE PUBLIC 
 
There were no questions. 
 
64/17  POLICE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 
 

There was nothing to report about crime issues locally. The Clerk advised that 
following a report to the County Council about anti-social behaviour outside the toilets 
in Duke Street, he had been advised by the local Neighbourhood Warden that they 
had no logged incidents but would monitor the situation. He had recently been 
advised that during the monitoring period no incidents had been observed. Following 
contact with DCC he had also been advised that it was not usual for the toilets to be 
locked overnight although there was some discretion on the part of the local cleaner 
as to whether or not they were locked. 
 
65/17  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 

(a) Scarth Hall 
 

Councillor Chicken referred to the changes in the management of Scarth Hall which 
had now been implemented. The Parish Council would henceforth have one 
representative on the Board of Trustees which would retire on a three yearly basis. 
The necessary permissions to show films in the Hall had recently been received. 
There had been some issues with the flooring in the Hall which were being pursued. 
 
(b) North East Training Event 
 
Councillor Chicken referred to a free North East Parish/Town Council training event 
he had attended on 7th September. This had been particularly useful as the focus 
was on village halls and community centres. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the reports be noted. 
 
66/17  VILLAGE GREEN, ETC. 
 

(a) Results of Tree Survey 
 
The Clerk reported the outcome of the tree survey carried out for the Council by Mr 
Rodger Lowe. The general state of the trees on the village greens was considered to 
be good. Reference was made to the cherry tree and a hawthorn tree on the green at 
Office Square which could either be removed or pruned. A number of trees were 
suggested for crown lifts. The horse chestnut opposite the Spar shop was the subject 
of specific recommendations in relation to treatment when the damaged footpath was 
repaired. In relation to the almond tree opposite Major and Mrs Trotters, it was 
suggested this be kept, as it was rare and appeared healthy. Reference was made to 
the laburnum tree on South Green which had received one adverse comment, but it  



3 
 

 
 
was advised that this be kept – if it was to be removed, the Parish Council would 
need to reimburse the County Council for a portion of tree grant which had funded its 
installation for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the report be noted. 
2. The cherry and hawthorn trees at Office Square be pruned 
3. The remaining trees be pruned and/or the crowns lifted as per the report 

recommendations and Mr Lowe be asked to provide a quotation for these works 
4. The laburnum tree be retained 
5. Major and Mrs Trotter be advised of the report findings in relation to the almond 

tree and they be advised that the Parish Council would not wish itself to remove 
the tree. 

6. The information in relation to the horse chestnut tree opposite the Spar shop be 
passed to the County Council to note in connection with the proposed footpath 
repair works on North Green, 

 
(b) Parking and Traffic Issues 
 

The Clerk advised that he had written to the County Council following the last 
meeting of the Parish Council, enclosing a copy of a photograph showing two-way 
traffic on the A688 with vehicles parked parallel facing westwards alongside South 
Green. The County Council had advised that such parking was likely to cause 
visibility problems for traffic emerging from the side roads across the green and that 
the remaining width would be a problem if two large vehicles were trying to pass in 
either direction. The County Council had also asked what benefit would be gained by 
formalising this type of parking. 
 
In relation to the previous site meeting held with DCC about traffic issues near the 
butchers and Spar shop; the County Council had advised that proposals for road 
markings had now been drawn up but were currently subject to safety audit and 
would be sent to the Parish Council in due course.   
 
Members raised issues about a car obstructing the pavement near Thornlea Holiday 
Cottages and issues linked to visibility caused by an overgrown hedge on Raby land. 
Reference was also made to difficulties caused by contractors vans causing an 
obstruction, particularly on a morning, near Broumley Court in connection with the 
house currently being erected in the former Black Swan pub car park. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the responses from the County Council be noted. 
2. That the Clerk draw the attention of the police to the parking issues. 
3. The attention of Raby Estate be drawn to the overgrown hedge. 
 
67/17  PLAYGROUND 
 

(a) Discussions with Kompan and Scouts 
 

The Clerk referred to the ongoing issues with the playground. Despite two email 
requests to the Scout Leader for a discussion about shared CCTV, no response had 
been received. Amanda Astrop had also written, with a similar lack of success. The 
Chairman and himself, together with Amanda Astrop, had met with Barrie Alderson, 
an experienced playground officer from Durham County Council, on 7th September to 
seek some independent advice in relation to the ongoing issues with Kompan and 
the anti-social behaviour issues at the site. Mr Alderson had expressed the view that 
there was a good layout of equipment providing play value for children up to the age  
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of 12. There were a number of specific issues, however, which were mentioned as 
follows: 
 
1. The loose fill element of the play area pit will provide challenges as it will require 

ongoing maintenance. 
2. The overspill of loose eco-mulch onto the adjoining grass mats needs to be 

reduced – a fence adjoining the play pit would prevent children treading material 
out onto the adjoining grass mats. 

3. The grass mats need to be cleaned out (of any loose eco-mulch) and the gaps 
seeded. 

4. The fireman’s pole has a fixing at the lower point of the pole which is in free 
space and children may catch the fixings during use. 

5. The depth of the impact surface in the play pit enclosure is probably to 
requirement, but it was the responsibility of the supplier to provide a basic level 
mark on the equipment to allow the impact surface level to be maintained in 
accordance with standards – why these had been removed on a number of poles 
was not known. 

6. Experience elsewhere on DCC sites had shown that CCTV was not a deterrent 
and was sometimes seen by youths as a challenge. 

7. There was a need for better signing of “children playing” 
8. DCC play areas were not subject to overnight closures and just as with CCTV to 

attempt to do so might actually be seen as more of challenge by some youths. 
9. In relation to the Parish Council’s proposals for new fencing – wooden fencing of 

the same height with a new field gate and wooden pedestrian access gate/closer 
would be acceptable. It was suggested however that the new access gate be set 
approximately 1.2 metres into the existing playground area, with a similar length 
of fencing at right angles to that alongside Stangarth Lane. The gate to be hinged 
to open outwards, similar to a kissing gate. This entrance area to be paved. 

 
The Clerk also reported that in the latest report from the Play Inspection Company 
Ltd., a number of issues had been raised, including the height of the basket swing 
which was considered too low and needed to be raised, as well as the multi-spinner 
which appeared to have filled up with water. 
 
Reference was made to the need to provide activities which might provide a positive 
attraction for young people in Staindrop and which needed further consideration. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the position be noted. 
2. The information in relation to the fireman’s pole, the removal of the minimum fill 

markers, the height of the basket swing, the water in the multi-spinner and any 
other defective issues be submitted to Kompan for comment and rectification. 

3. Arrangements be made to obtain quotations for the fencing and gating works. 
4. The revised signage for the playground also include relevant wording along the 

lines of “Please use the playground with respect for the neighbours”. 
5. The Parish Council write to the police asking if anti-social behaviour in the 

playground can be made a PACT priority. 
 
68/17  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

The following correspondence was considered: 
 

(a) Information from County Durham Assoc. of Local Councils (for copy see file of 
Minutes). 

(b) Preliminary Notification from DCC: Local Council Precept /Budget 2018-19 
(c) Durham County Council Website Hosting – Service Level Agreement 
(d) County Durham Local Access Forum – Annual Report 
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(e) Change of Personnel at Raby Estate – proposed meeting 
 

With reference to the preliminary precept/budget notification from DCC, the Clerk 
reported that an increase in the tax base, offset by a reduction in the tax support 
grant, currently indicated an increase in income of £27.66 per annum at the current 
level of precept. 
 
In relation to website hosting, the Clerk advised that the annual cost was £578.36 
although it was not known whether this included VAT. There was a possibility that 
Transparency Grant for most of this sum may be available in year one. 
 
In relation to personnel at Raby Estates it was reported that Lynda Currie was no 
longer at Raby. The new Chief Executive, Duncan Peake, had expressed a 
willingness to meet with the Parish Council to discuss issues of common interest. 
 
RESOLVED:  
 

(i) That the Council note the CDALC report; the budget/precept letter and the 
LAF Annual Report. 

(ii) The Council enter into the SLA with DCC for website hosting at a cost of 
£578.36 and a Transparency grant be sought in relation to year one costs. 

(iii) A delegation of councillors be appointed to meet with Mr Peake to discuss 
issues of mutual concern, including the draft Protocol and land registration 
issues, and that a standing offer be made to Raby to attend meetings of the 
Parish Council.  

 
69/17  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
The Council considered the following matters: 
 
(a) Applications received between meetings and responded to under delegated 

powers 
 

DM/17/02350/FPA: Single storey extension to rear at 6 Sudburn Avenue, Staindrop – No 
objections lodged. 
 
DM/17/02634/LB: Remove 1 main non load-bearing wall, remove 1 smaller flanking wall, 
refit door and small stud wall to form larger office at 3 Office Square, Staindrop – No 
objections lodged. 

 
(b) Applications considered by Durham County Council under officer delegated 

powers: 
 

DM/17/01712/LB: Replacement 6 windows, doors and door frames at 6 Front 
Street Staindrop – Approved. 
 

DM/17/02350/FPA: Single storey extension to rear at 6 Sudburn Avenue, 
Staindrop – Approved. 

 

1. That the responses at (a) above be confirmed. 
2. That the approvals at (b) above be noted. 
 
70/17  REFORM OF DATA PROTECTION REGULATION 
 
The Council considered an oral report of the Clerk setting out details of proposals for 
the implementation of a new Data Protection Regulation which would have significant 
impacts on local authorities, including Parish Councils, from May 2018. CDALC was 
to arrange a series of training sessions in the near future for Parish Councils. 
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RESOLVED: 
 

That authority be given for the representation of the Parish Council at the training 
sessions and further information be brought to the Council in due course. 
 
71/17  INCOME AND ACCOUNTS 
 

The following was reported to and authorised by the Council: 
 

Income 
 

NIL 
 

Expenditure 
 
August (paid under delegated authority during recess) 
 

T Bolton  Clerk's Salary and Stationery (Aug)  £403.49 
G Stockton  Litter collection (Aug)    £54.17 
C E & CM Walker Grass cutting May and July   £460.00 
Rodger Lowe  Tree Survey     £140.00 
 

September 
 

T Bolton  Clerk's Salary and Stationery (Sept)  £414.92 
G Stockton  Litter collection (Sept)    £54.17 
Raby Estate  Playground Rent to 05.04.18   £15.00 
C E & CM Walker Grasscutting (Aug)    £414.00 inc. VAT 
HMRC   PAYE 2nd Quarter    £296.20 
Park Lane Play  Inspections July and Aug.   £84.00 inc. VAT
  
72/17  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

(a) Co-option 
 

In response to a question, Mr Royston, a member of the public who lived in Staindrop 
and who had attended the last two meetings of the Council, indicated that he would 
be interested in joining the Council as a co-opted member. The Clerk advised that he 
would speak to the County Council about whether there were still any advertising 
requirements in relation to the two outstanding vacancies and that he would place an 
item on the agenda for the next meeting if co-option was possible.  
 

(b) Archiving of Parish Council Papers and Binding of Minutes 
 

The Chairman asked the Clerk to outline previous discussions with him about binding of 
Parish Council minutes and archiving of older Parish Council minutes and certain documents. 
The Clerk advised that the County Council provided a binding service for Parish Council 
minutes at a cost of approximately £90 per volume bound and it was recommended that this 
be done. A service was also provided for all Parish Councils to deposit old minutes and 
documents in the County Archives. Storage would be secure with the Parish Council always 
having free access. If any members of the public sought to inspect documents the Parish 
Council would be advised of this to ensure that confidential information was not disclosed. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That authority be given for the binding and associated costs. 
2. The Clerk be authorised, in consultation with the Chairman, to arrange for the deposit of 

older Parish Council documents in the DCC Archives, and Staindrop History Society be 
asked if they wish to have sight of, or digitise any of the public documents.  

 

73/17  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 19th October 2017 in Scarth Hall. 


