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STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING 
 
Scarth Hall Thursday   Time:  7.15 p.m. 
Staindrop        19th October 2017 
 
 
 
Present:  D Chapman, E Chicken, S Devonport, R J Humphries, D Reed (in the 
Chair) and A Smith, 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 
Ian Royston (Local resident) 
 
Representatives from Staindrop Football Club. 
 
Teesdale Mercury. 
 
74/17  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 

An apology for absence was received from Councillor D Devonport (illness). 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the apology from the Councillor Devonport be approved. 
 
75/17  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 

Councillor Reed declared an interest in relation Item 19 on the agenda (Footpaths on 
North Green). 
 
76/17 ANY APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

There were no applications for Dispensations. 
 
77/17  MINUTES AND ACTION POINTS  
 

(a) The minutes of the meeting held on 21st September 2017 were confirmed as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

(b) A list outlining actions arising from issues determined at the September meeting 
was noted (for copy see file of minutes).  

 
In response to a question about an overgrown hedge adjoining 1 Grice Court, the 
Clerk agreed to investigate to determine who was responsible. Regarding the 
proposed meeting with the new Chief Executive of Raby Estate, the Clerk advised 
that because of diary pressures an evening meeting might be best for Mr Peake in 
the near future and he would pursue a date for a meeting. 

 

78/17  CO-OPTION 
 
The Council considered an application from Mr Ian Royston to become a co-opted 
member of the Council. Mr Royston had attended a number of previous meetings as 
an observer. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That Mr Royston be co-opted as a member of the Council. Mr Royston then signed 
the acceptance of office form.  
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79/17  APPLICATION FOR SUPPORT FROM STAINDROP FOOTBALL CLUB 
 
The Council considered representations from Staindrop Football Club about ways in 
which the Council might provide support to the Club. The Council was advised that 
the Club currently had no changing facilities on the football field which was leased 
from Raby Estate, the previous facility having fallen into disrepair and being 
subsequently removed. A container facility which would provide suitable 
accommodation was available from a football club in Shildon at a cost of £300 and 
would need to be transported to the field. The Clerk advised that the football club 
should contact Raby Estates in connection with the proposal. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That a donation of £300 for the purchase of the changing facilities be made, and the 
Shildon Football Club be asked to submit an invoice to the Council for the same. 
 
80/17  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY THE PUBLIC 
 
There were no questions. 
 
81/17  POLICE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 
 

There was nothing to report about crime issues locally.  
 
82/17  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 

There was nothing to report. 
 
83/17  VILLAGE GREEN, ETC. 
 

(a) Litter Bins 
 

Reference was made to a litter bin which had been removed from the vicinity of the 
former Black Swan Public House. The Clerk agreed to investigate to determine who 
had removed the bin and whether it would be replaced. There was also a need for a 
litter bin at the eastern end of Winston Road.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk investigate the issues.  
 
(b) Obstruction from Overgrown Tree 
 

It was reported that an overgrown tree was obstructing the highway adjacent to No. 6 
Ruddocks Wynd.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk investigate to determine ownership.  
 
(c)  Bus Shelter at Western End of Staindrop on North Green 
 

Reference was made to the condition of the Bus Stop on North Green, the interior of 
which needed to be re-painted. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk contact the County Council to determine responsibility. 
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(d) Signs on the Village Green 
 

Reference was made to a re-occurrence of signs being placed on the village green 
which was contrary to the protecting legislation for village greens and also to the 
Council’s own Byelaws. It was explained that even if the Byelaws were not in 
existence the Council still had a role under Statute to protect the greens and it could 
not lawfully grant permission, nor act as an arbiter in which signs, if any, were placed 
on the greens. The Council had last discussed the issue in November 2016 when it 
had resolved to continue its previous approach of opposing signs being placed on the 
village greens. 
 
During the ensuing discussion reference was made to the need for the Council to be 
seen to be supportive of local business and organisations. It was pointed out that 
there were many areas where the Council provided positive support and facilities for 
local residents. It was suggested that one area where signage might be provided was 
on the bus shelters in the village. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk investigate this issue. 
 
(e) Trees on the village greens 
 

The Clerk advised that a quotation had been received from Mr Lowe in the sum of 
£150 for the pruning and crown lifting of trees on the village green. It was suggested 
that this issue be discussed with Raby prior to works being carried out in the light of 
the draft protocol. Major and Mrs Trotter had now indicated that they were happy for 
the almond tree to remain on the green but had asked if the Parish Council could 
have dead wood on the tree removed during the pruning of other trees. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the quotation be accepted, subject to discussions with Raby, and the request 
from Mr and Mrs Trotter be agreed if the works proceed. 
 
(f) Telephone Box Near Spar Shop – Potential Defibrillator Site 
 

Reference was made to the telephone box near the Spar shop which it was 
understood was little used and could potentially serve as a location for a second 
defibrillator in the village. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk investigate and report to a future meeting in relation to this issue. 
 
84/17  PLAYGROUND 
 

(a) Discussions with Kompan 
 

The Clerk reported that since the last meeting he had written to Kompan about 
outstanding issues with the playground. Kompan had undertaken to investigate the 
issues and to report back.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted. 
 
(b) Fencing Works 
 

The Clerk reported that, following further discussions with Mr Alderson from DCC 
about the fence and pedestrian gate a revised design of kissing gate was being  
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suggested and he circulated details of a similar type of provision. In relation to the 
proposed internal fence to prevent children walking from the play pit to the basket 
swing and treading eco mulch into the grass matting, Mr Alderson had suggested 
play panels as an alternative to the fence, but these were extremely costly. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk seek quotations for the fencing to include a wooden kissing gate with 
a paved area within and an internal wooden fence adjoining the play pit/basket swing. 
 
85/17  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

The following correspondence was considered: 
 

(a) Information from the County Durham Association of Local Councils (attached) 
(b) Request from Staindrop Scouts about CCTV 
(c) Solar Tube Skylight – 4 Church Street, Staindrop: Email from DCC 
(d) Thank you letter from Staindrop Christmas Lights Committee 
(e) Request for donation from Great North Air Ambulance 
(f) Dog fouling on Winston Road leading up to school path – email from local resident 
(g) Insurance for Christmas Lights Tableaux – email from Christmas Lights Committee 
(h) Parking by the Church during funerals and weddings – email from local resident 
(i) Proposed carol singing in Staindrop – request from local resident for permission to 

use the village greens 
(j) Any other correspondence. 

 
With reference to the CDALC report, the Clerk advised that the proposed General 
Data Protection Regulations due to come into force in May 2018 would have a 
significant impact on Parish Councils and he sought authority to attend the training 
session organised by CDALC on 1st November. 
 
The Clerk outlined the nature of the request from Staindrop Scouts for permission to 
have one of its proposed CCTV cameras point into the playground.  
 
As regards the proposed solar tube skylight on a property at No. 4 Church Street, the 
Clerk explained the content of an email from the County Council. It was reported that 
another skylight now appeared to have been inserted into the pitch of the roof. 
 
In relation to an email about issues with parking during funeral and wedding services 
at the Church, the Clerk advised that he had been informed that the police no parking 
bollards placed adjacent to the highway only had effect if they were placed there by 
the police themselves. 
 
RESOLVED:  
 

(i) That the Council note the CDALC report and authority be given for the Clerk 
and any other member to attend the training session for which a charge would 
be levied. 

(ii) That the Scouts be advised that the Parish Council has no objections to its 
proposal for one of the CCTV cameras to monitor the playground, but they be 
advised also to contact Raby Estate, from whom the site is leased, for 
permission. 

(iii) That Durham Council be asked to investigate the works at No. 4 Church 
Street. 

(iv) That the request for funding from the Great North Air Ambulance be referred 
to the next meeting of the Finance Committee. 

(v) That, in relation to dog fouling on Winston Road, the issue be reported to the 
County Council. 
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(vi) That the complainant about parking adjacent to the church during weddings 
and funerals be advised of the issues concerning signage. 

(vii) That the organisers of the proposed Christmas Carol Singing on the village 
greens be advised the Parish Council has no objections and wishes them well 
for the event.  

 
86/17  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
The Council considered the following matter: 
 

Applications considered by Durham County Council under officer delegated 
powers: 

 

DM/17/02634/LB: Remove 1 main non load-bearing wall, remove 1 smaller flanking wall, 
refit door and small stud wall to form larger office at 3 Office Square, Staindrop – 
Approved. 

 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the approval above be noted. 
 
87/17  ANNUAL RETURN AND AUDIT FOR 2016-17 
 
It was noted that BDO LLP had now completed the audit and issued the Extended 
Auditors Certificate and Opinion, together with their comments regarding the 
approval of the Annual Return which were to be displayed according to regulations 
(for copies see file of Minutes). A minor issue had been raised for which no action 
was necessary relating to valuation of assets at cost.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Annual Return be approved and the documents referred to in this Minute be 
 appended to the Minutes as an integral part. 
 
88/17  INCOME AND ACCOUNTS 
 

The following was reported to and authorised by the Council: 
 

Income 
 
Mr B Robson: Thorngill Syke, Staindrop Annual Rental  £30.00 
 
Expenditure 
 
T Bolton   Clerk's Salary and Stationery (Oct) £416.22 
G Stockton   Litter collection (Oct)   £54.17 
C E & CM Walker  Grasscutting (Sept)   £276.00 inc. VAT 
Park Lane Playgrounds  Inspection (Oct)   £42.00 inc. VAT 
BDO LLP   External Audit 2016-17   £240.00 inc. VAT 
Durham Council  Website Hosting   £578.36 
Christmas Plus Ltd.  Xmas Lights etc. (donation)  £1398.00 inc. VAT 
Scarth Hall   Annual Donation   £900.00 
 
89/17  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

There were no questions.  
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90/17  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 16th November 2017 in Scarth Hall. 
Councillor Smith submitted apologies in advance due to holiday. 
 
91/17  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the 
following item because of the need to consider details potential insurance claims. 
 
92/17  PLAYGROUND 
 

The Clerk advised that he had been notified that a child had fallen from a slide in the 
playground and had been hurt. It was not known whether any insurance claim would 
be forthcoming. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Council’s insurers be advised. 
 

93/17 FOOTPATHS ON NORTH GREEN 
 

Councillor Reed declared an interest and withdrew from the meeting. 
 

COUNCILLOR D CHAPMAN in the Chair 

The Clerk reported the receipt of an insurance claim in relation to a trip/fall on a 
footpath on North Green. The County Council had previously denied liability to the 
solicitors involved in relation to this event and it appeared a claim was now sought 
against the Parish Council, which was not responsible for maintenance of the paths. 

RESOLVED: 

That the matter be passed to the Parish Council’s insurers. 
 
 


