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STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING 
 
Scarth Hall Thursday   Time:  7.15 p.m. 
Staindrop        16th November 2017 
 
 
 
Present:  E Chicken, D Devonport, S Devonport, R J Humphries and I Royston. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 
Teesdale Mercury. 
 
94/17  APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN FOR THE MEETING 
 
In the absence of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman it was RESOLVED that 
Councillor E Chicken be appointed as Chairman for the purpose of the meeting. 
 

COUNCILLOR E CHICKEN in the Chair 
 
95/17  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor D Chapman (family 
bereavement), A Smith (holiday) and D Reed (illness). 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the apologies and reasons be approved. 
 
96/17  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 

There were no disclosures of interests. 
 
97/17 ANY APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

There were no applications for Dispensations. 
 
98/17  MINUTES AND ACTION POINTS  
 

(a) The minutes of the meeting held on 19th October 2017 were confirmed as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

(b) A list outlining actions arising from issues determined at the October meeting was 
noted (for copy see file of minutes).  

 
99/17  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY THE PUBLIC 
 
There were no questions. 
 
100/17  POLICE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 
 

There was nothing to report about crime issues locally.  
 
101/17  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 

The Clerk reported that he had attended a recent training session organised by 
CDALC at Spennymoor Town Council Offices about the General Data Protection  
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Regulations which were to come into force in May 2018. There was a great deal of 
uncertainty about the impact of the regulations, but it was clear that they would have 
an impact on even some very basic functions of the Parish Council in relation to 
issues such as correspondence. The Parish Council needed to appoint a Data 
Protection Officer (DPO), but this person could not be the Clerk, another Council 
employee, or a Councillor. The North East Regional Employers Organisation was 
advising CDALC on the issues as more information became available and there was 
a possibility the DPO could be appointed via NEREO to provide services to a number 
of local councils although this would incur a cost. 
 
Councillor Chicken updated members on Scarth Hall issues and advised that a letter 
of thanks for the Councils annual donation would be sent shortly. The donation had 
been wholly committed to pay for problems with the drains from the Hall running 
along Stangarth Lane which had cost over £1,000 in repairs. 
 
102/17  VILLAGE GREEN, ETC. 
 

(a) Telephone Box Near Spar Shop – Potential Defibrillator Site 
 

The Clerk advised that he had investigated the potential for provision of a second 
defibrillator in the village utilising the telephone box opposite the Spar Shop and had 
contacted The Community Heartbeat Trust, a charity which supported local councils 
and community groups in converting redundant telephone boxes into defibrillator 
sites. The key issue in whether BT would agree to transfer the telephone box, was 
linked to its usage and the availability of alternatives (i.e. mobile signals) in the area. 
There would be costs associated with any conversion, but the Trust had negotiated 
deals for free paint to refurbish telephone boxes, signage, connection of defibrillators 
to the box electricity supply etc. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That, given the proximity of the site to the existing defibrillator on Stangarth Lane, this 
proposal be not proceeded with, but that the Clerk write to BT in connection with the 
poor condition of this telephone box.  
 
(b) Milestone on South Green at West End of Village 
 

The Clerk referred to previous inquiries about refurbishing the milestone opposite No. 
34 South Green and advised that the milestone was listed. Usually when milestones 
were present in highway verges they were the responsibility of the Highways 
Authority (i.e. County Council), but in this instance, the milestone was clearly in the 
village green, the Title of which had recently been finally registered to Lord Barnard.   
 
It was suggested that perhaps the milestone, which was leaning badly, could be 
raised and reset in the village green and be cleaned and/or re-painted. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk investigates these proposals with the Conservation Office at Durham 
County Council.  
 
(c) Christmas Lights Committee – Tableaux on Village Green 
 

The Clerk reported that he had received an email from the Christmas Lights 
Committee regarding the proposed Christmas Tableaux to be installed on the village 
greens over the Christmas period. The Committee’s insurers had asked that the 
tableaux be appropriately fenced/roped off which would require stakes to be placed 
around each display and the Committee had asked if the Parish Council was 
agreeable to the proposals.  
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RESOLVED: 
 

That the Committee be advised that the Parish Council has no objections to the 
proposal.  
 
(d) Proposed Works to Footpaths on North Green 
 

The Clerk advised that he had not received any notification yet from the County 
Council about the programming of the works. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk write to the County Council asking about progress, given the concerns 
of the Parish Council about the state of the footpaths. 
 
(e) Advertising Signs on Village Greens 
 

The Clerk advised that, at the request of the Chairman, he had written to the 
hairdresser adjacent to South Green, asking for her co-operation in not placing signs 
on the green. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the action of the Clerk be confirmed. 
 
(f) Village Pump 
 

Councillor Chicken advised that he was continuing to explore possible funding 
streams for the refurbishment of the fountain and village pump although it had still not 
been possible to obtain a response from the conservation officer at Durham County 
Council. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted. 
 
103/17  PLAYGROUND 
 
(a) Kompan 
 

The Clerk reported that, in response to the letter previously sent to Kompan, the 
company had now advised that its installers were returning to the site on 21st 
November to undertake remedial works and carry out a general check of the play 
area.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted. 
 
(a) Fencing Works 
 

The Clerk reported that he was in process of drawing up invitations to quote for the 
fencing works adjoining and inside the playground and asked for authority to convene 
a meeting with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman and one other member to consider 
and determine any quotations received 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the proposal be approved and the relevant authority be given. 
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104/17  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

The following correspondence was considered: 
 
(a) Information from County Durham Assoc. of Local Councils (schedule attached). 
(b) Letters from Environment Agency about abandonment of proposed flood 

defence scheme for Staindrop and cleaning of waterway. 
(c) Email from Durham County Council – National Tree Week. 
 
RESOLVED:  
 

(i) That the correspondence be noted. 
(ii) Copies of the Environment Agency letter about the abandonment of the proposed 

Staindrop Flood Defence Scheme be placed on the Parish Council website and 
the parish notice board. 

(iii) No application be made for tree grant. 
 
105/17  DISCUSSIONS WITH RABY ESTATE 
 
The Clerk referred to the recent meeting with the Chief Executive of Raby Estate 
which Parish Councillors had attended. 
 
The main issues discussed were: 
 

 The draft protocol 

 The recent tree survey 

 Permissive paths across the Estate 

 Title Registration (It had since been discovered this had become final earlier 
in 2017) 

 The proposed fencing works at the playground (this was within the terms of 
the Parish Council’s lease with Raby). 

 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the issues be noted. 
 
106/17  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
There were no planning matters to consider. 
 
107/17  INCOME AND ACCOUNTS 
 

The following was reported to and authorised by the Council: 
 

Income 
 
NIL 
 
Expenditure 
 
T Bolton  Clerk's Salary, Stationery, Poppy wreath  £448.96 
G Stockton  Litter collection    £54.17 
C E & CM Walker Grasscutting (Oct)    £138.00 inc. VAT 
 
108/17  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

There were no questions.  
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109/17  TO AGREE ARRANGEMENTS FOR DEALING WITH PARISH COUNCIL 
BUSINESS DURING THE DECEMBER RECESS 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk be authorised in consultation with either the Chairman or Vice-
Chairman to deal with any urgent business during the December recess. 
 
110/17  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 18th January 2018 in Scarth Hall and 
will be preceded by a meeting of the Finance Committee which will make 
recommendations to full Council about the budget and precept. 
 
 


