
1 
 

STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING 
 

 
Joe Hodgson Room Thursday   Time:  7.15 p.m. 
Scarth Hall                                    18

th
 January 2018 

Staindrop 
 

Present:  Councillors D Chapman E Chicken, D Devonport, S Devonport, R J Humphries, 
D Reed (in the Chair) and I Royston. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 

111/17  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 

There was an apology from Councillor A Smith (family bereavement). 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That Councillor Smith’s apology be accepted. 
 

112/17  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 

Councillor declared an interest in relation to Item 22 on the agenda (footpaths on North 
Green). 
 

113/17 ANY APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

There were no applications for Dispensations. 
 

114/17  MINUTES AND ACTION POINTS  
 

(a) The minutes of the meeting held on 16
th
 November 2017 were confirmed as a correct 

record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

(b) A list outlining actions arising from issues determined at the November meeting (for 
copy see file of minutes) was noted.  

 
115/17  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE 
PUBLIC  
 

There were no questions. 
 
116/17  POLICE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 
 

Councillor S Devonport referred to a recent visit from Neighbourhood Wardens and to the 
parking of an untaxed Ford Mondeo on the highway.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That PC David Williams be advised of the untaxed vehicle. 
 
117/17  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
Councillor Chicken referred to the new arrangements for meetings of Scarth Hall since 
the changes in the Constitution. The contract for building works was still to be fully 
completed pending the release of retention monies.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the reports be noted. 
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118/17  VILLAGE GREEN 
 

The following matters were considered: 
 

(a) Proposed Draft Protocol with Raby Estate 
 

The Clerk advised that he had now received a formal response from the Chief Executive 
Officer at Raby Estate advising that he saw nothing too contentious in the draft protocol, 
but wondered whether the Parish Council was seeking a more formal interest such as a 
lease. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That Raby be advised that the Parish Council’s preference would be to agree the 
Protocol with Raby Estate for the time being, but to monitor its operation to determine if 
any changes are needed, or a more formal arrangement such as a lease is required in 
future.  
 

(b) Village Fountain/Pump 
 

Councillors Chicken, who was leading on this issue, updated the Parish Council in 
relation to his research in relation to the village fountain/pump, of which there had 
previously been two on the greens. The wooden one had been closed in 1952 on health 
grounds by the Rural District Council. A call for information in the local press had resulted 
in some information, but he also proposed to undertake research in the DCC archives. 
He had also met with a Conservation Officer from the County Council who had advised 
that no listed building planning application would be necessary for the refurbishment. 
Following a discussion with a local contractor about indicative costs for the repairs, He 
had submitted a bid for a grant towards the works.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the position be noted. 
2. The grant application be approved. 
 
(c) Milestone on South Green 
 

The Clerk reported that he had now received a response from the Conservation Officer at 
Durham County Council indicating that the Bowes milestone on South Green was not 
highway property and was in all likelihood the responsibility of Raby Estate. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Parish Council contact Raby Estate with a proposal to re-paint the milestone. 
 
(d) Request for Use of Greens for Annual Village Carnival etc. 
 

The Clerk referred to the receipt of a letter from the Carnival Event Manager asking for 
permission from the Parish Council for use of the following events on the greens: 
 

 Car Boot Sale – Saturday 24
th
 March 2018 9.00 a.m. – 1.00 p.m. 

 Car Boot Sale – Saturday 18
th
 August 2018 9.00 a.m. – 1.00 p.m. 

 Annual Village Carnival – Saturday 14
th
 and Sunday 15

th
 July 2018  

 Picnic on the Green – Saturday 11
th
 August 2018 12 noon – 5.00 p.m. 

 Christmas Market – Saturday/Sunday 24
th
/25

th
 November 2018 9.00 a.m. – 6.00 

p.m. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Parish Council offer no objections to the proposals in relation to its role as 
custodian of the green, subject to appropriate insurance and health and safety 
requirements being met. 
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119/17  PLAYGROUND 
 

The Clerk reported that following a safety inspection report, discussions had taken place 
with Kompan about various issues raised and Kompan had visited the site in late 
November to carry out remedial works. One of the issues raised in the report had related 
to a kink in one of the support ropes, presumably arising from vandalism, on the basket 
swing which had been recommended for immediate replacement. Following a discussion 
with Kompan, a replacement rope had been provided a no charge, but a cost of £250 for 
fitting had been agreed in consultation with the Chairman. The works had now been 
completed.  
 
Councillor Chapman asked if Kompan could be contacted to determine if a toolkit was 
available for routine maintenance on the playground, as he was qualified to undertake 
minor repairs. The Clerk advised that he would investigate, but he had a set of star 
drivers which he would give to Councillor Chapman. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the position be noted. 
2. The actions of the Clerk in consultation with the Chairman in relation to the basket 

swing repairs be approved. 
3. Kompan be asked if a general toolkit is available for purchase for minor playground 

repairs. 
 

120/17  BUDGET AND PRECEPT 2018-19 
 
The Council considered a report of the Clerk about the budget and precept for 2018-19 
(for copy see file of minutes)  
 

The Finance Committee had met immediately prior to the meeting of the Parish Council 
and recommended as follows: 
 

That the budget for 2018-19 be £16,750. Taking into account the LCTRS grant of 
£131.00, this would result in a precept of £16,619 and a Band D Council Tax rate of 
£35.92.  
 

Additionally, sums of £8,500 for footpath repairs, and £3,000 for refurbishment of the 
Village Fountain/Pump had been included in the budget to be funded from reserves. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the recommendations of the Finance Committee in relation to the budget and 
precept for 2018-19 be approved. 
 

121/17  PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE 
 
The Clerk advised that the existing website Service Level Agreement with Durham 
County Council would come up for renewal in 2018-19. Apart from some initial teething 
problems, the site had operated well. A Transparency Fund Grant of just under £500 had 
recently been awarded to the Parish Council which would fund most of the first year’s 
costs of £578 and it was recommended that the SLA be renewed for 2018-19 at a cost to 
be agreed with Durham County Council.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the website SLA be renewed with DCC for 2018-19 at a cost to be agreed with 
the County Council.  

 
122/17  ARRANGEMENTS FOR LITTER COLLECTION CONTRACT 
 

The Clerk advised that the litter collection contract had been extended from November 
2017 with the Chairman’s agreement, pending consideration of a request from the  
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current contractor in relation to the provision of hi-visibility clothing. He further advised 
that, under the existing contract, the contractor was responsible for funding items such as 
clothing from the monthly payments, although it was appreciated that payments had not 
risen for some years. This matter had been considered by the Finance Committee 
immediately preceding the meeting which was recommending that the Parish Council: 
 

a) Approve the actions of the Clerk in consultation with the Chairman in temporarily 
extending the contract. 

b) Offer to the contractor the renewal of the contract for a further two years on the 
existing terms and conditions, with an increase in the monthly payment from £54.17 
per month to £60.00 per month (£69.96 overall increase per annum) which should 
accommodate the contractor’s request in relation to clothing. 

 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Finance Committee recommendations be approved. 
 

123/17  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

The following correspondence was considered: 
 

(a) Information from County Durham Association of Local Councils (for copy see file of 
minutes). 

(b) Letter from HMRC about forthcoming changes to VAT reclaim arrangements 
(c) Email from Scarth Hall thanking the Parish Council for the annual donation. 
(d) Correspondence (reported by Councillor Chicken) of thanks in relation to the 

defibrillator from the North East Ambulance Service.  
 

In relation to (a) above, the Clerk highlighted some of the key documents, including the 
Government consultation on extending the disqualification criteria for councillors; the 
offer from the employers for the local government pay award for 2018-19 and 2019-20 
which was currently our for consultation with the Unions; the revised annual audit 
arrangements for 2017-18 onwards and the revised governance arrangements for 
councils. The expenditure on the playground in 2017-18 took the Council over the 
£25,000 threshold and a full three part return would also be needed for that year. The 
Clerk also referred to the increased importance of the internal auditor in the process and 
to the need to appoint an internal auditor for the Council given the illness of the former 
auditor. 
 

In relation to (d) above, Councillor Chicken advised that it was proposed to hold a further 
training session on use of the defibrillator and asked that any expressions of interest be 
made to him. 
 

RESOLVED:  
 

1. That the correspondence be noted. 
2. The Clerk approach Mr Oliver to determine if would take on the role of internal auditor. 
 

124/17  GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATIONS 
 

The Clerk reported that notification had been received from CDALC that NALC was now 
preparing a toolkit for use by local councils in relation to GDPR which came into force 
towards the end of May. The latest advice was that local councils could not fulfil the Data 
Protection Officer requirement from within the Council’s employees or members and it 
was likely that external support would need to be bought in, possibly on a shared basis 
with other councils. This was currently being explored by CDALC, but it was prudent to 
provide for this in the budget for 2018-19 and a sum had therefore been included. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted. 
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125/17  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
The Council considered the following: 
 

(a) Current Applications: 
 

There were none 
 

(b) Applications received since last meeting to which Comments were Submitted 
under Delegated Authority to DCC: 

 

Application No. DM/17/03786/LB: Listed Building Consent to remove two internal walls 
and doors and install a new door at Raby Estates Office, 3 Office Square, Staindrop - No 
objections. 
 

Application No. DM/17/03903/FPA: Single storey extension, extend garage and 
alterations to garage roof to front (resubmission to previously approved application 
DM/17/01346/FPA) at 23 Ladyclose, Staindrop – No objections. 
 
(c) Applications Approved by Durham County Council 
 

Application No. DM/17/03786/LB: Listed Building Consent to remove two internal walls 
and doors and install a new door at Raby Estates Office, 3 Office Square, Staindrop. 
 

Application No. DM/17/03903/FPA: Single storey extension, extend garage and 
alterations to garage roof to front (resubmission to previously approved application 
DM/17/01346/FPA) at 23 Ladyclose, Staindrop. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the Parish Council’s responses to the planning applications at (b) above be 
confirmed. 

2. That the applications approved by the County Council at (c) above be noted. 
 
126/17 ITEMS DEALT WITH DURING DECEMBER RECESS 
 

The Clerk advised that the only issues of note dealt with during the December recess 
were the damage in the playground reported earlier in the meeting, and the annual 
request from CDALC for nominations to go into a ballot for the Queen’s Garden Party. 
Following consultation with the Chairman, Councillor Chapman and his partners names 
had been submitted. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the nomination for the Queen’s Garden Party be confirmed. 
 
127/17  INCOME AND ACCOUNTS 
 

The following was reported to and authorised by the Council: 
 

Income 
 

TAP    YP Playground Grant    £1000.00 
Rose of Raby Lodge Playground grant    £200.00 
Mr Cotterrill  Rent      £100.00 
Barclays  Bank Interest     £1.96 
 
Expenditure (December under delegated authority) 
 

T Bolton  Clerk's Salary, etc. (Dec)   £399.22 
G Stockton  Litter collection (Dec)    £54.17 
HMRC   PAYE 3rd Quarter    £296.20 
Christmas Plus Ltd. Column wrap lights    £3095.10 inc. VAT 
Park Lane Playground Safety Inspection (Nov)   £42.00 inc. VAT 
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Open Spaces  Annual Subscription    £45.00 
 
Expenditure (January 2018) 
 

T Bolton  Clerk's Salary, etc.     £415.57 
SLCC   50% Contribution to SLCC Membership £70.00 
G Stockton  Litter collection     £54.17 
ICO   Annual Registration Fee   £35.00 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That a letter of thanks also be sent to Rose of Raby Lodge for its donation towards the 
playground. 
 
128/17  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

(a) Parking in vicinity of Staindrop School 
 

Reference was made to the continued parking of vehicles in Swan Wynd by parents and 
carers dropping off and collecting children from Staindrop Junior School which were 
blocking access in some instances to adjoining properties, including Broumley Court. It 
was understood that in a recent incident a parent had reacted angrily when asked to 
move.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk write again to the Head Teacher asking that this matter be raised in a 
future newsletter to parents and that the police also be advised of the problems. 
 

129/17  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 15
th

 February, 2018 at 
Scarth Hall. 
 

130/17  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the 
following item because of the need to (a) consider quotations for tenders for Staindrop 
Playground fencing/gating works 2 and (b) receive information and legal advice about 
footpaths on North Green. 

 
131/17  STAINDROP PLAYGROUND FENCING AND GATING 
 
The Council considered two quotations for fencing and gating works at Staindrop 
playground. A copy of the specification circulated to the contractors was also provided. 
Quotations had been sought from two contractors. 
 
The quotation from contractor “A” to undertake the works was £1,445.75 plus VAT of 
£289.15 making a total of £1734.90. The second quotation, from contractor “B”, 
contained two options – replacement of the fencing with brown recycled plastic posts 
which were impervious to rot at a cost of £2,785, or, alternatively, with treated timber 
posts as per the specification, at a total cost of £2,485 (VAT would not be payable on 
either quote).  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the quotation from contactor “A” (Trevor Burn Fencing), in the sum of £1734.90 VAT 
inclusive, be approved and contractor B be thanked for providing a quotation. 
 

Prior to consideration of the following item, Councillor Reed declared an interest and 
withdrew from the meeting. 
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In the absence of Councillor Reed, it was RESOLVED that Councillor D Chapman be 
elected Chairman for the remainder of the meeting. 
 

COUNCILLOR D CHAPMAN in the Chair 
 
132/17  FOOTPATHS ON NORTH GREEN 
 

(a) Insurance Claim 
 

The Clerk reported that the Council had been contacted during the December recess by 
solicitors acting for the Council’s insurers in connection with an alleged injury claim and 
the evidence previously collected by the Parish Council in relation to responsibility for the 
footpaths had been forwarded to the solicitors. It was understood the claim was to be 
rejected on the basis of the evidence provided. The Clerk advised that the alleged 
accident had occurred in the same location as that of a previous claim. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted and the actions of the Clerk in forwarding the evidence be 
confirmed. 
 

(b) Proposed Maintenance/Repairs of North Green Footpaths 
 

The Clerk reported that, following several emails asking for a response from the County 
Council, he had that day received a communication from the DCC Strategic Highways 
Manager about repairs to the footpaths on North Green. The Manager had advised that 
the proposed repairs on the paths would now be in bitmac because of tree root issues 
and the estimate had risen to £52,000, but the designs were being examined to 
determine whether the costs could be reduced by “value engineering”. It was proposed 
however, that the Parish Council contribution of £8,500 would not alter. Some works 
would be programmed in the current financial year. 
 

The Clerk reported that the increase in costs was substantial, given that they had been 
previously estimated by DCC at £22,000 to “repair and relay”. It was also not clear from 
the plan supplied by the County Council showing the areas of bitmac repair, whether the 
diagonal yorkstone footpath across North Green, was to have any works carried out. 
Although less well used, there were areas of this path which might require maintenance. 
 

Members expressed concern at the rising costs and the proposal to relay sections of the 
footpath in bitmac in what is a conservation area and also about the potential for such 
repairs alongside flagged areas to sink, resulting in further potential future trip hazards. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the Parish Council respond to Durham County Council: 
 

a) Expressing disappointment over delays and restating the Parish Council’s 
position that the footpaths are the County Council’s responsibility; 

b) Advising that, whilst it is for the County Council to determine how it carries out 
the repairs, to enquire whether the proposals for using bitmac, in what is a 
conservation area, have been discussed with the County Council’s Conservation 
officers; 

c) Stressing the continuing risks to pedestrians using the footpaths, which has 
already resulted in a further insurance claim and will result in more claims if the 
works, particularly in the worst affected areas, are not urgently carried out; 

d) Asking why the diagonal yorkstone footpath appears to have been excluded from 
the proposals. 

 

2. That a note, outlining the history of this matter and the above issues, be prepared for 
and sent to both the local County Councillors.  

 
 
 


