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STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING 
 
Joe Hodgson Room Thursday   Time:  7.15 p.m. 
Scarth Hall       15th February 2018 
Staindrop 
 
Present:  D Chapman (in the Chair), E Chicken, R J Humphries, I Royston and A 
Smith. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 
Representative from the Teesdale Mercury. 
 
133/17  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors D and S Devonport and D 
Reed (illness). 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the apologies from the Parish Councillors be approved. 
 
134/17  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 

There were no declarations of interest. 
 
135/17 ANY APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

There were no applications for Dispensations. 
 
136/17  MINUTES AND ACTION POINTS  
 

(a) The minutes of the meeting held on 18th January 2018 were confirmed as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

(b) A list outlining actions arising from issues determined at the January meeting was 
noted (for copy see file of minutes).  

 

137/17  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY THE PUBLIC 
 
There were no questions. 
 
138/17  POLICE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 
 

There was nothing to report about crime issues locally.  
 
139/17  RISK MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 
 
The Council considered a report of the Clerk about risk management (for copy see 
file of Minutes). 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the report and strategy be adopted subject to the following amendments: 
 

a) The references to Transparency Regulations and also to GDPR shown in 
column 4 of the report be revised/moved to show the requirements, 
information involved and actions taken to minimise risk. 

b) The arrangements to minimise risk in the event of illness etc. of the Clerk be 
strengthened in relation to contact details, access to documentation etc. 
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140/17  RETENTION OF DOCUMENTS POLICY 
 

The Council considered a report of the Clerk about retention of documents (for copy 
see file of Minutes). 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the report be adopted. 
 
141/17  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 

Councillor Chicken referred to the new management arrangements for Scarth Hall. 
The Annual General Meeting was to be held on 8th March. A Treasurer was needed if 
members were aware of anyone who could undertake this role. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the report be noted. 
 
142/17  VILLAGE GREEN, ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES, ETC. 
 

(a) Car Boot and Other Events on Village Green 
 
Councillor Smith asked if the one of the previous permissions given by the Council 
for a car boot fair on the green could be amended from 24th March to 21st April, 2018.   
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the amended date be agreed. 
 
(b) Drinking Fountain/Village Pump 
 

Councillor Chicken explained some of the history behind the demise of the 
fountain/pump which had been disconnected by the Rural District Council in the 
1950’s due to alleged contamination. Feedback on the grant application was still 
awaited.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted.  
 

(c) Milestone 
 

Councillor Royston advised that he would undertake the cleaning and re-painting of 
the milestone when the weather permitted.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted. 
 
143/17  PLAYGROUND 
 

Fencing/Gates and Maintenance Equipment 
 

The Clerk advised that the order had now been placed with Trevor Burn Fencing. As 
regards the maintenance equipment for the play area, Kompan had advised that no 
specialist tools were required.  
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RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted and Councillor Chapman advise on the types of tools 
required for maintenance of the playground. 
 
144/17  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

The following correspondence was considered: 
 

(a) Information from County Durham Assoc. of Local Councils (for copy see file of 
Minutes). 

(b) Freedom of Information Act Request: Pre-application planning discussions. 
(c) County Council and Parish Council Charter. 
 

With reference to (b) above, the Clerk advised that the Parish Council had been 
advised that, following a Freedom of Information Act request submitted by Mr David 
Kinch and information provided from the Teesdale Mercury, it had become apparent 
that pre-application discussions were underway between Durham County Council 
and a potential developer for a development of 48 new houses south of Sudburn 
Avenue, Staindrop. The Clerk further advised that he had emailed the developer’s 
agents whose details had been provided by the County Council, but was awaiting a 
response. No details had been provided by the County Council about the discussions.  
  
Reference was made to the previous discussions with Durham County Council about 
pre-applications and to the apparent unwillingness of Durham County Council to 
provide details of local pre-applications, despite the fact that in 2014 the Local 
Government Association and other national bodies involved in house-building had 
produced guidance for planning authorities in relation to pre-application discussions 
which proposed ten commitments for authorities to adopt – these included openness 
and early consultation during the pre-application process with local communities and 
bodies (which would include Parish Councils). It was ironical that, despite the 
unwillingness of Durham County Council to adopt this approach, pre-application 
information could be obtained in any event by means of an FOI request. 
 
As regards (c) above, the Clerk reported that the County Council’s response to the 
Charter consultation had indicated that the Parish Council’s suggestions were not 
proposed to be taken on board. As regards pre-application consultations, the 
argument had been advanced that, as County Councillors were not given notice of 
pre-application discussions, it was considered there was no need for lower tier 
Councillors to receive this information (although the FOI request previously 
discussed appeared to negate this stance). In relation to the 21 day notice 
requirements, DCC considered this was sufficient and that planning officers in the 
past had extended the deadline for Parish Council responses. The Clerk referred to 
the lack of support, particularly for smaller Parish Council to adequately respond 
within such timescales if there were detailed planning objections. He hoped to attend 
a forthcoming meeting of the CDALC Smaller Local Councils Forum where the 
Durham County Council responses on the draft Charter were to be discussed. 
 
RESOLVED:  
 

(i) That the Council note the CDALC report; 
(ii) The Clerk make further enquiries to ascertain the nature of the south of 

Sudburn Avenue development and report back. 
(iii) That the Parish Council’s views about the LGA Best Practice document; the 

possibility of obtaining pre-application information via an FOI request and of 
the continuing concerns about Parish Councils not being able to develop 
detailed objections within the 21 day timescale be submitted to the Smaller 
Local Councils Forum. 
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145/17  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
There were no applications to report.  
 

146/17  INCOME AND ACCOUNTS 
 

The following was reported to and authorised by the Council: 
 

Income 
 

HMRC VAT refund       £9,273.08 
 
Expenditure 
 

G Stockton (Litter picking – February 2018)    £60.00 
 
T Bolton (Salary, mileage, stamps etc. February 2018)  £561.75 
   

Park Lane Playgrounds (January safety inspection)   £42.00 inc. VAT 
 
147/17  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

Councillor Chicken referred to the discussions in 2017 about speeding traffic in 
Staindrop and asked if any councillors had signed up for the Community Speedwatch 
scheme following the presentation by Durham Constabulary. The Clerk advised that 
as the application forms were to be returned directly to the police, he was unaware 
what the take up, if any, had been. He promised to advertise the scheme on the 
Parish Council website and Notice-board.  
 
148/17  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 15th March 2018 in 
Scarth Hall. 
 
Councillor Smith indicated he would be unable to attend and submitted his apologies 
in advance. 
 
149/17  EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the 
following item because of the need to consider legal advice and an update of 
progress. 
 
150/17  FOOTPATHS ON NORTH GREEN 
 
The Clerk provided an update in relation to this matter and the outstanding issues. A 
response was still awaited from the County Council on the detailed points raised in 
the Parish Council letter. 

 


