
1  

STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING 

 

Joe Hodgson Room Thursday Time: 6.30 p.m. 

Scarth Hall 28
th

 June 2018  

Staindrop   

Present: Councillors C Allison, E Chicken, R J Humphries and I Royston. 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk. 

Ms. M Rodham and representative from Teesdale Mercury. 

In the absence of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman it was RESOLVED that Councillor I 
Royston act as Chairman for the meeting. 

 
COUNCILLOR I ROYSTON in the Chair. 

 
25/18 APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Chapman, Smith and Reed (prior 
domestic arrangements) and County Councillor Rowlandson. 

RESOLVED: 

That the apologies for absence from the Parish Councillors be accepted. 

26/18 DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 

There were no disclosures of interests. 

27/18 ANY APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 

There were no applications for Dispensations. 

28/18 MINUTES AND ACTION POINTS 

(a) The minutes of the meeting held on 24
th
 May 2018 were confirmed as a correct 

record and signed by the Chairman. 

(b) A list outlining actions arising from issues determined at the May meeting (for copy 
see file of minutes) was noted. In relation to the proposed joint use gym at 
Staindrop Academy School, it was reported the information was still awaited. As 
regards the request from the Christmas Lights Committee for funding, 
representatives had been invited to attend the July meeting. Concerning the 
annual audit of accounts, these were on deposit for inspection from 25

th
 June until 

3
rd

 August 2018. 
 

29/18 QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE 
PUBLIC 

There were no questions from members of the public. 

30/18 POLICE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 

There was no representation from the police. Reference was made to the recent 
vandalism in the playground and at the toilets in the village. 

RESOLVED: 

That the above issues be reported to the police. 
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31/18 REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 

 

Councillor Chicken advised that he would be writing to members about the unveiling of 
a plaque by Lord Barnard at Scarth Hall on 10

th
 November, 2018. 

32/18 CO-OPTION OF MEMBERS 

(a) Existing Two Vacancies 

The Clerk reported that the two vacancies arising from the resignations of Councillors D 
and S Davenport had now been advertised and no requests had been received for an 
election. Accordingly, the vacancies could now be filled by the Council by co-option. 
 
RESOLVED: 

That the vacancies be filled by co-option. 

(b) Application for Co-option 

The Council considered an application for co-option from Marion Rodham. 

RESOLVED: 

That Marion Rodham be co-opted as a Councillor with immediate effect. Ms Rodham then 
signed the declaration of acceptance of office. 

33/18  VILLAGE GREEN AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

The following matters were considered: 

(a) Replacement Tree 

Councillor Chicken reported that one of the trees planted on the green – an Elder – had 
died and would be replaced with another by Mr Lowe. He had also asked Mr Lowe to 
trim any tree suckers on the green. 

RESOLVED: 

That the actions be confirmed. 
 
(b) Bollards 

The Clerk reported that a quote had now been received for bollards in the Delaval pattern. 
The cheapest quote of three was from Autopa in the sum of £115.33 each plus VAT and 
carriage. Autopa had previously supplied the Council with bollards. 

RESOLVED: 

That an order be placed with Autopa for 20 bollards. 

(c) Staindrop Carnival: Bunting on Village Green 
 

Reference was made to the manner in which bunting had been fixed by the Carnival 
Committee on the village green and the potential for this to be a trip hazard to users of the 
green. 

 
34/18 PLAYGROUND 

(a) Vandalism 

Councillor Chicken referred to the recent vandalism in the playground and removal of 
plastic caps/fittings which had been collected from an adjacent garden and were now 
in his possession. He had asked Councillor Chapman to investigate. During a lengthy 
discussion, reference was made to the need to look afresh at fencing to prevent  
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access to the playground on evenings and overnight, at the possible installation of 
CCTV, and at arrangements to lock up the playground overnight. Reference was also 
made to the helpful advice which had been received from the County Council 
previously. Consideration was also given as to whether the see-saw, which seemed to 
be an attraction for teenagers to congregate on and around, should be removed.  

RESOLVED: 

That a representative from the County Council be asked to meet on site with members 
to discuss possible solutions and the police be asked to patrol the area. 

 

(b) Inspection Arrangements 

The Clerk advised that the annual inspection of the playground had recently been 
undertaken by the Play Inspection Company Limited. It was recommended that the 
existing inspection arrangements with this company and also Park Lane Services be 
continued for a further year. 
 
RESOLVED: 

That the existing inspection arrangements be renewed for a further year. 
 

(c) Playground Field Gate 

The Clerk advised that a combination lock had now been fitted to the playground field 
gate. Details would be circulated to members in due course. 

 
35/18 CORRESPONDENCE 

The following correspondence was considered: 

 

(a) Information from County Durham Association of Local Councils (for copy see file of 
minutes). 

(b) County Durham Plan Consultation 
(c) Consultation by DCC on Gambling Act Statement of Principles 
(d) Variation of Premises Licence at Raby Castle Tea Rooms 
(e) Local Consultation on Cleatlam Lane Residential Development 
(f) Armistice Commemorations 2018 – Remembrance Day Silhouette Installation Grants 
(g) Request for Funding towards Staindrop Flower Festival 
(h) Request to celebrate Merchant Navy Personnel – Flying the Red Ensign on 3

rd
 

September 2018. 

RESOLVED: 

That the correspondence be noted and 

(i) Councillor Humphries consider the implications of the County Durham Plan 
Consultation and any response from the Parish Council (the Clerk to obtain hard 
copies of the documents if possible) with a view to reporting to Council. 

(ii) No response be made to the Gambling Act Consultation 

(iii) No objections/response be made in relation to the Variation of Premises 
Licence. 

(iv) The applicant for the proposed Cleatlam residential development be advised that 
the Council will endeavour to attend the local consultation event and the 
applicant be also asked (without prejudice to the Council’s formal response to 
any future planning application) to consider whether scope exists for play 
facilities for children and young people to be provided on the south-east triangle 
of open land on the development. 

(v) An application be made for a grant to purchase Perspex silhouettes for use by 
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local organisations as part of the 2018 Armistice Commemorations. 

(vi) A donation of £100 be made to the Flower Festival; 

(vii) The provision of a flag pole on the village green be investigated (Councillor 
Chicken to canvass support via the local Parish magazine). 

36/18  GDPR 

The Clerk provided an update on the General Data Protection Regulations. The audit was 
still to complete. It was now suggested that specific software for encryption be purchased 
rather than updating to Windows 10 Pro and Bitlocker. In response to a question about the 
position of members of the Council holding documents relating to Parish Council past 
business, the Clerk agreed to ascertain the position with CDALC. 

RESOLVED:  

That the update be noted and approved. 

37/18 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

The following issues were considered: 

(a) Current Planning Applications  

Application Ref. DM/18/01685/LB: Retention of Door and Two Windows to front of 12 West 
Terrace, Staindrop.  

(b) Applications Received between Meetings and responded to under Delegated 
Powers  

Applications Nos. DM/18/01643/FPA and DM/18/01644/LB: Conservatory and Porch to 
rear of Ewbanke Old Hall, 20A Front Street, Staindrop – No objections.  

(c) Applications approved by Durham County Council under officer delegated 
powers:  

Application No. DM/18/01209/FPA: Conversion of garage and extension to dwelling at 
Moor Close Farm, Moor Road, Staindrop.  

Application No. DM/18/01080/LB: Replacement of two sash windows to north elevation 
and two sash windows to east elevation at 1 South Green, Staindrop. Planning 
Applications approved by Durham County Council under Officer Delegated Powers 

 
RESOLVED: 

(a) That no objections be made to the application at (a) above. 

(b) That the remaining applications be noted. 
 

38/18  INCOME AND ACCOUNTS 

The following was reported to and authorised by the Council: 

Income 
 

Durham County Council Precept & LCTSS Grant £16,750 

Expenditure 
  

P N Wade 

Raby Estate 

G Stockton 

T Bolton 

Install bollards 

Playground Rental 

Litter collection (April) 

Clerk’s Salary etc. (April) 

£440.00 

£15.00 

£60.00 

£410.51 
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Trevor Burn Ltd. Playground Fencing £1,734.90 inc. 
VAT 

G Stockton 

CDALC 

CE & CM Walker 

T Bolton 

B Poole 

Park Lane Playgrounds 

Litter collection (May) 

Annual subscription 

Grass cutting April 

Clerk’s Salary (May) 

Purchase of old Minute Book 

Inspection 

£60.00 

£185.77 

£138.00 inc. VAT 

£398.88 

£50.00 

£42.00 inc. VAT 

G Stockton 

CE & CM Walker 

T Bolton 

HMRC 

G L Oliver 

Litter collection (June) 

Grass cutting May 

Clerk’s Salary (June) 

PAYE – 1
st
 Quarter 

Internal Audit 

£60.00 

£276.00 inc. VAT 

£457.59 inc. VAT 

£299.20 

£150.00 

 

39/18 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 

In response to a question, the Clerk agreed to investigate the outcome of a Government 
consultation about Gypsy and Traveller sites.  

 
40/18 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 19
th

 July 2018 at 7.15 
p.m. and will be preceded by a meeting of the Finance Committee at 6.45 p.m. 
 
41/18  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the 
following item because of the need to consider an update and legal advice. 
 
42/18  FOOTPATHS ON NORTH GREEN 

 

The Clerk outlined a recent exchange of correspondence with the solicitors acting for the 
Council’s insurers about any previous works on the footpath and Councillor Humphries 
explained new evidence which had come to light in the recently discovered Parish Council 
Minute Book. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
1. That the Parish Council’s insurer’s solicitors be advised of the position in relation to 

previous works as outlined by the Clerk. 
2. The County Council and the Parish Council’s insurer’s solicitors be informed of the 

new evidence contained in the Minute Book. 
 


