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                              STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 

                                       MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING 

 

Joe Hodgson Room Thursday Time: 7.15 p.m. 

Scarth Hall      27th September 2018  

Staindrop   

Present: Councillors C Allison, E Chicken, R J Humphries, D Reed (in the Chair) and I 
Royston. 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk. 

Representative from Teesdale Mercury. 

 
61/18 APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Chapman, Rodham and Smith. 

 

RESOLVED: 

That the apologies for absence from be accepted. 

62/18 DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 

There were no disclosures of interests. 

63/18 ANY APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 

There were no applications for Dispensations. 

64/18 MINUTES AND ACTION POINTS 

(a) The minutes of the meeting held on 19
th
 July 2018 were confirmed as a 

correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

(b) A list outlining actions arising from issues determined at the July meeting was 
noted (for copy see file of minutes). In relation to the proposed order for 
replacement bollards for the village green, the Clerk advised that, because of the 
time which had elapsed, he had been advised by Autopa that a new price quote 
would be needed.  

 
65/18  DISCUSSION WITH “STAINDROP REMEMBERS” REPRESENTATIVES 
 
The Chairman welcomed representatives from “Staindrop Remembers” to the meeting 
to discuss the recent successful grant application for silhouettes by the Parish Council 
in relation to “There But Not There” and how it might link into the Staindrop 
Remembers commemoration of the Centenary of the Armistice. The representatives 
outlined the arrangements for the event at Scarth Hall on the afternoon of 10

th
 

November which would include a display and the unveiling of a plaque by Lord 
Barnard. 
 
The Clerk advised that the silhouettes had now been received and were currently 
being stored by the Chairman. As the Clerk had not received a response from 
Staindrop Academy about use of the silhouettes, it was agreed this should not be 
further pursued. It was also reported that the Parish Council had recently received an 
unexpected cheque from CDALC for just under £500 in relation to a bid the previous 
year for Transparency funding. It was suggested that a similar sum from the Council’s 
reserves might be utilised to support the commemoration events. The silhouettes 
could also be used during the Scarth Hall event and in St. Mary’s Church on 
Remembrance Sunday subject to the agreement of the Vicar. A discussion also took 
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place about whether the scouts/guides could be involved in a ceremony to relocate the 
silhouettes to the Church after the Scarth Hall event on 10

th
 November and the 

Staindrop Remembers representatives agreed to investigate this with the scout/guides 
leader(s). 
 
Councillor Chicken suggested that if the “Staindrop Remembers” and the “There but 
Not There” events were linked together, the £500 of funding could be employed on 
printing of tickets (free) for the Scarth Hall event and for the provision of refreshments 
for those attending and he offered to act as the Parish Council liaison in relation to the 
events. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Council agrees to provide £500 towards the costs of the commemoration 
event at Scarth Hall; that Councillor Chicken be nominated to liaise with Staindrop 
Remembers in connection with the Parish Council’s role in the event; and an item be 
placed for update on the next agenda. 
 
66/18  PREVIOUS REQUESTS FOR GRANTS/DONATIONS 
 
The Clerk referred to the previous requests received from Staindrop Football Club and 
Staindrop Christmas Lights Committee for grants/donations. 
 
The football club had now confirmed that they had completed the repairs to the fencing 
around the pitch and had also set up new arrangements in relation to the constitution 
of the Club, including banking arrangements. 
 
As regards the Christmas Lights Committee, details had now been received from the 
Committee of the costs of providing battery powered lights which was just below £200. 
The Clerk referred to the usual annual grant to the Committee from the Council of 
£200 and asked whether the sum for battery lighting was to be additional to this, or 
included in the usual sum. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That a one-off grant of £450.00 be made to Staindrop Football Club, but the Club 
be reminded that it should also undertake future fund-raising events, just as other 
organisations in Staindrop did, to support their activities. 

2. An annual grant of £200 be made to the Christmas Lights Committee. 
 
67/18  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC 

There were no questions from members of the public. 

68/18 REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 

 

Councillor Chicken advised that Helen Goodman MP would be holding a surgery at 
Scarth Hall on 12

th
 October 2018. 

 

69/18  VILLAGE GREEN AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

The following matters were considered: 

(a) Proposed Road Works on A688 in Staindrop 

The Clerk reported that, following confirmation from the County Council of the re-
scheduling of the works to commence on 10

th
 October, the Parish Council had made 

further representations about the lack of adequate prior consultation with the Council 
and local residents/businesses. Eventually, after difficulties in contacting the engineer 
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concerned, the County Council had confirmed that it was now considered the works 
were not needed during the current year, but the position would be reviewed again in 
2019. He also advised that DCC had indicated that health and safety requirements 
meant half width closures during such road works were no longer feasible given the 
narrowness of the road in Staindrop. Councillor Chicken referred to the promises 
previously made by the County Council to consult prior to the re-arranged works and 
suggested that these issues by raised with the local County Councillors.  

RESOLVED: 

That the position be noted and a meeting with the local County Councillors be sought to 
discuss the issues and to ask that, if works and closures are planned next year, 
meaningful advance discussion takes place with the Parish Council, local residents and 
businesses. 

(b) Damage to Road Surface on Winston Road 

The Clerk reported an email received from the Clerk at Winston Parish Council advising 
that a Winston Parish Council member had asked her to inform Durham Council about 
road damage on the two bridges on Winston Road, presumably from larger vehicles 
“bottoming” whilst crossing the bridges. These areas fell within the Staindrop boundary. 
Following consultation with the Chairman, the Winston Parish Clerk had been advised 
that Staindrop Parish Council had no objection to these issues being reported by her to 
DCC. 

RESOLVED: 

That the position be noted. 

(c) Replacement Bollards 

The Clerk reported that, following the receipt of a second quotation from Autopa for 
Delaval Bollards, the figures had been similar to those on the first quotation and still lower 
than those of other providers at £115.53 per bollard plus delivery and VAT. In line with the 
previous delegation he had consulted with the Chairman and placed an order for 20 No. 
bollards with Autopa. Delivery lead in time was 4-5 weeks. 

RESOLVED: 

That the actions of the Clerk be confirmed and authority be given for the purchase of the 
bollards from Autopa. 
 
(d) Pedestrian Crossings 
 
The Clerk referred to the previous discussions about a pedestrian crossing in Staindrop 
and a subsequent request to Durham County Council about the background to the 
provision of a crossing at Glaxo in Barnard Castle and the criteria employed in provision 
of such crossings. 
 
Following discussions with officers from Durham County Council, he had been advised 
that the crossing at Glaxo had been financed by the company with a contribution from the 
County Council and that the stretch of road on which it was installed met the necessary 
criteria. The costs of installing a pedestrian crossing, where the criteria was met, were in 
the order of £80K and this did not allow for any possible utility works. The officer had 
commented that the County Council received more requests for crossings than the 
finance available and therefore directed resources to locations with the worst accident 
trends. Additionally, previous surveys of Staindrop had not shown that the Department for 
Transport requirements were met – basically this is because there is no “desire line” 
where pedestrians cross in sufficient numbers to justify a crossing on what is a long 
stretch of the A688 through the village. 
 
The Clerk reported the receipt of an email from Councillor Smith who had asked whether 
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the County Council was able to provide copies of the Glaxo survey and the last survey for 
Staindrop. Additionally, Councillor Smith had asked if the speed indicator sign in 
Staindrop could be relocated from the opposite the public house to the triangle of land at 
the junction of Moor Road. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the survey information be requested from Durham County Council. 
2. That the request for re-siting the speed indicator sign be investigated. 
3. Arrangements be made for a meeting with the local County Councillors to discuss the 

issues.    
 
(e) Events on Village Green 
 

The Clerk reported receipt of a request from Councillor Smith asking that the 
arrangements for a market on the green on 24th/25

th
 November be replaced with a car 

boot sale on 10
th
 November from 9.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m.  

 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Council agrees the proposed change of event on the village green.   
 

(f) Power Cuts in Staindrop 
 

The Clerk reported that following a series of power cuts in Staindrop, the latest of which 
had caused the Parish Council meeting on 20

th
 September to be cancelled, he had 

contacted Northern Powergrid and had been advised that one power cut had been the 
result of damage to equipment, but others were because of control staff switching 
supplies to maintain power. An email had been sent to customer services and a 
substantive response was awaited. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted. 
 
(g) Damage to Tree on Village Green 
 

The Clerk advised that the recently planted cut leaf alder on South Green opposite the 
Trotters had died. Councillor Chicken advised that regrettably, the tree had been 
deliberately damaged and suggested that the costs of replacement should be borne by 
the Parish Council. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Parish Council pay for a similar replacement tree to be planted. 
 
(h) Community Speedwatch 
 

The Clerk reported that Councillor Smith had asked about progress on this matter as 
some volunteers in Staindrop had been identified. The Clerk agreed to contact the police 
for an update. 
 
70/18 PLAYGROUND 

 Vandalism 

The Clerk referred to the recent meeting at the playground with representatives from 
the County Council and the police when the Parish Council had been advised that the 
problems were considered relatively low level and it had been suggested that local 
residents be asked to ring the police if they saw any anti-social behaviour taking 
place in the playground. 

The Clerk advised that the cost of replacement parts, following the vandalism, had 
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come to just over £218 and that an order had been placed with Kompan. At the site 
meeting the question of the play bark fill in the play pit had been discussed. Two 
estimates had been obtained for an additional order of mulch to bring the depth 
above 300mm – one from a company in Kielder, the other from the suppliers of the 
original play bark contracted by Kompan. The advantage of the Kompan contractors 
was that the play bark could be ordered in 1 cubic metre quantities, delivered in 
dumpy bags from a hi-ab and it might be possible for the bags to be lifted into the 
playground from the adjoining lane. Councillor Chicken suggested that the scouts 
might be asked (perhaps on payment of a donation) to help barrow the material 
inside the playground. Reference was also made to the see-saw within the 
playground being used as a seating area by teenagers and whether this should be 
removed.  

The Clerk also referred to existing Playground Bylaws and suggested that new model 
bylaws could potentially improve management of the playground. Under the new 
arrangements for these sorts of Bylaws, there was no longer a need to obtain 
ministerial consent and the process was therefore less costly.   

RESOLVED: 

(i) That the position be noted and further consideration be given to raising 
awareness and asking local people to monitor the playground. 

(ii) That the Clerk be authorised to calculate the amount of play-bark needed and 
place an order with Kompan’s contractor. 

(iii) That further consideration be given to the issue of removal of the see-saw. 
 

71/18 CORRESPONDENCE 

The following correspondence was considered: 
 

(a) Information from County Durham Association of Local Councils (for copy see file 
of minutes). 

(b) Environment Agency – notice of removal of silt/gravel from Moor Beck. 
(c) Notice/poster from Royal Mail about scams. 
(d) Hiscox Insurers – Company changes arising from Brexit. 
(e) Email from “There But Not There” about availability of further silhouettes. 

RESOLVED: 

That the correspondence be noted. 

72/18 ANNUAL RETURN AND AUDIT 2017-18 

The Clerk reported that the 2017-18 audit, a copy of the documents which had been 
circulated to members (for copy see file), had now been completed by Mazars LLP and 
signed off. Only one minor issue relating to completion of the petty cash element of the 
return had been raised, which the Clerk would discuss with the internal auditor. 

RESOLVED: 

That the completed return form part of the minutes and the completion of the audit be 
advertised accordingly. 

73/18  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

The following planning applications were considered: 
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(a) Current Applications 
 

DM/18/02721/OUT: Outline up to 50 no. dwellings, all matters reserved except access on Land to the 
South of Sudburn Avenue, Staindrop. 
 

(b) Applications received between meetings and responded to under delegated powers 
 

DM/18/01822/FPA: Change of use to A1 with ancillary seating at 1 Duke Street Staindrop – no 
objections.  
 

DM/18/01818/FPA: Two storey side extension at 5 Winston Court Staindrop – no objections.  
 

DM/18/02321/FPA: Single storey extensions to side and rear at 13 South Terrace Staindrop – no 
objections 
 

DM/18/02542/FPA: Agricultural storage building at New View Staindrop – no objections. 
 
(c) Applications considered by Durham County Council under officer delegated powers: 
 

DM/18/01685/LB: Listed Building Consent for retention of door and two windows to front at 12 West 
Terrace Staindrop – Approved. 
 

DM/18/01643/FPA: Planning application for Conservatory and porch to rear at Ewbanke Old Hall 20A 

Front Street Staindrop - Approved. 
 

DM/18/01644/LB: Listed Building Consent for Conservatory and porch to rear of Ewbanke Old Hall 20A 
Front Street Staindrop – Approved. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That no objections be raised to the outline application for up to 50 No. dwellings on 
land south of Sudburn Avenue Staindrop at (a) above, but that the County Council be 
asked whether consideration can be given to Section 106 monies being provided for 
the installation of play equipment for children adjoining the development at the west 
end of the village. 

 

2. That the actions of the Council in responding to the planning applications at (b) above 
be confirmed. 

 

3. That the completed applications at (c) above be noted. 
 
74/18  INCOME AND ACCOUNTS 

The following was reported to and authorised by the Council: 

 
AUGUST 

 

Income 
NIL 

Expenditure  
G Stockton   Litter collection (Aug)   £60.00 
T Bolton   Clerk's Salary, etc. (Aug)  £399.08 
CE & CM Walker  Grass cutting July 2018  £138.00 inc. VAT 

SEPTEMBER 

Income  
B Robson   Rent – Thorngill Syke   £30.00 
Northern Powergrid  Wayleave    £68.49 
CDALC   Transparency Grant   £489.00 
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Expenditure 
G Stockton   Litter collection (Sept)   £60.00 
T Bolton   Clerk's Salary, etc. (Sept)  £435.86 
CE & CM Walker  Grass cutting Aug 2018  £276.00 inc. VAT 
Mazars LLP   External Audit Fee   £360.00 inc. VAT 
HMRC   2nd Quarter PAYE   £299.20 
Scarth Hall   Donation    £900.00 
Staindrop Carnival Cttee Donation     £200.00 
Open Spaces Society Donation    £50.00 
Park Lane Playgrounds Playground Inspection August  £42.00 inc. VAT 
Staindrop Football Club Pitch maintenance   £450.00 
Christmas Lights Cttee Annual Donation   £200.00 
 

75/18  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 

There were no questions.  
 
76/18 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 18
th

 October 2018 at 
7.15 p.m. 
 
77/18  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the 
following items in relation to personnel issues. 
 
78/18  LOCAL GOVERNMENT PAY AWARD 
 
The Council considered a report of the Clerk about the local government pay award for 
2018-19. The increase from 1

st
 April 2018 was 2% at the Clerk’s current salary level. 

 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Clerk’s salary be increased by 2% with effect from 1

st
 April 2018. 

 
79/18  LETTER FROM CLERK 
 
The Council considered a letter of resignation from the Clerk on health grounds. The 
period of notice would expire on 30

th
 November. 

 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk be delegated in consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman and 
Councillor Humphries to make arrangements for recruitment and selection of a new Clerk 
within the above timescale if possible. 
 
 

 


