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                              STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 

                                       MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING 

 

Joe Hodgson Room Thursday Time: 7.15 p.m. 

Scarth Hall         18
th

 October 2018  

Staindrop   

Present: Councillors C Allison, D Chapman, E Chicken, R J Humphries, D Reed (in 
the Chair), I Royston and A Smith. 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk. 

Representative from Teesdale Mercury. 

One member of the public. 
 
80/18 APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

 

An apology for absence was received from Councillor Rodham who was on holiday. 
 

RESOLVED: 

That the apology for absence be accepted. 

81/18 DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 

The Chairman, Councillor Reed, declared an interest in relation to Item No. 17 (Footpaths 
on North Green). 

82/18 ANY APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 

There were no applications for Dispensations. 

83/18 MINUTES AND ACTION POINTS 

(a) The minutes of the meeting held on 27
th
 September 2018 were confirmed as a 

correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
(b) A list outlining actions arising from issues determined at the September meeting 

was noted (for copy see file of minutes).  
 
84/18  DISCUSSION WITH “STAINDROP REMEMBERS” REPRESENTATIVES 
 
The Chairman welcomed representatives from “Staindrop Remembers” to the meeting 
to discuss the latest arrangements for the event at Scarth Hall on 10

th
 November 2018. 

 
It was reported that Town Farm Kitchen had been contracted to do the catering for the 
event at Scarth Hall and the invoice would be sent to the Parish Council. Councillor 
Chicken advised that he had volunteered to do a speech at the event.  
 
The Clerk advised that an email had been received from the Armed Forces Covenant 
Fund Trust about local organisations entering into a covenant to support service 
personnel and their families. The Clerk advised he would bring further details to the 
next meeting to determine the Parish Councils views on this matter. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the arrangements be noted. 
 
85/18  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC 
 
There were no questions from members of the public. 
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86/18 REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 

 

There were no reports. 
 
87/18  VILLAGE GREEN AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

The following matters were considered: 

(a) Traffic Issues 

In relation to the Community Speedwatch, the Clerk reported that he had been asked 
by the police for details of any members who were interested. Councillors Allen, 
Chapman, Smith and Reed indicated that they were prepared to volunteer for the 
scheme. 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the details of the volunteers be forwarded on to the police. 
 
(b) Replacement Bollards 

The Clerk reported that the bollards had now been received. He would now contact the 
Council’s contractor with a view to commencing the replacement works. 

RESOLVED: 

That the Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman, be authorised to liaise with the 
contractor about the sites for replacement bollards. 
 
(c) Pedestrian Crossings 

The Clerk advised that the survey data requested from the County Council was still 
awaited but it was hoped it would be received shortly and would be reported to the next 
meeting. 
 
(d) School Gate Parking at Broumley Court 
 
Reference was made to the continuing problems with school gate parking in and around 
Broumley Court. The Clerk referred to a number of instances in the past when the Parish 
Council had written to the Head Teacher asking that parents and carers be reminded of 
the safety issues and difficulties for local residents caused by indiscriminate parking. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the Council write to the Head Teacher again asking that he remind parents and 
carers of the issues. 

2. The police be asked whether it would be possible for an officer presence from time to 
time on the site to deter indiscriminate parking.  

 
88/18 PLAYGROUND 

 Vandalism 

The Clerk advised that the replacement equipment had now been ordered. Councillor 
Chapman referred to a local security company whose services the Parish Council 
may wish to employ as a deterrence to vandalism and anti-social behaviour in the 
playground. 

RESOLVED: 

(i) That arrangements be made, once the replacement equipment is received, for its 
installation in the playground. 

(ii) Consideration of any security arrangements be deferred for the present. 
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89/18 CORRESPONDENCE 

The following correspondence was considered: 
 

(a) Email from Rodger Lowe confirming damage to vandalised tree on South Green and 
enclosing invoice for similar replacement. 

(b) Letter of thanks from Open Spaces for donation. 
(c) Email from CDALC about reduced price copies of Arnold Baker Handbook 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the correspondence be noted; the invoice for the replacement tree be paid; and a 
copy of Arnold Baker be purchased. 
 
90/18  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 
The following planning applications were considered: 
 

Applications considered by Durham County Council under officer delegated powers: 
 
DM/18/01822/FPA: Change of use to A1 with ancillary seating at 1 Duke Street Staindrop 
– Approved.  
 

DM/18/01818/FPA: Two storey side extension at 5 Winston Court Staindrop – Approved.  
 

DM/18/02321/FPA: Single storey extensions to side and rear at 13 South Terrace Staindrop  
– Approved. 

 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the completed applications above be noted. 
 
91/18  INCOME AND ACCOUNTS 

The following was reported to and authorised by the Council: 

Income  

Barclays   Savings a/c     £5.59 

Expenditure 

G Stockton   Litter collection (Oct)    £60.00 

T Bolton   Clerk's Salary, etc. (Oct)   £415.67 

CE & CM Walker  Grass cutting Sept 2018   £276.00 inc. VAT 

Raby Estate   Playground Rental to 5/4/19   £15.00 

Autopa   Bollards     £3043.82 inc. VAT 

Rodger Lowe   Replacement Tree    £35.00 
 
92/18  RECRUITMENT OF NEW CLERK 
 
The Clerk circulated a proposed advert for the replacement Clerk, together with a 
suggested outline timetable for the appointment process (for copies see file of minutes). It 
was suggested that an Appointments Panel be established to conduct the short-listing 
and interview of candidates, with a view to making a recommendation to full Council in the 
middle of December and the new Clerk attending the January meeting as an observer 
and thereafter commencing employment on 1

st
 February. 

 
Councillor Chicken advised that some of the dates on the timetable might be 
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problematical in relation to room availability at Scarth Hall, but he would investigate with a 
view to minor amendments to the schedule being made where necessary. 
 
It was suggested that the advert appear in the Teesdale Mercury on two successive 
weeks with a view to applications being received by noon on 14

th
 November. The Clerk 

advised that he would also ask CDALC to circulate the vacancy to all existing Clerks in 
the Association. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the advert and publication process be agreed. 
2. The existing Clerk’s contract be extended in line with the appointment timetable. 
3. That Councillor Chicken investigate room availability in relation the timetable and any 

necessary amendments be made. 
4. Members be invited to express an interest in participation in the Appointments Panel. 
 

93/18  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 

There were no questions. However, the member of the public present indicated that she 
was a local resident of Staindrop and would be interested in becoming a co-opted 
member of the Council.  

RESOLVED: 

That an item be placed on the agenda for the next meeting. 
 
94/18  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 15
th

 November 2018 at 
7.15 p.m. 

Councillors Chapman and Smith submitted advance apologies due to holidays. 
 

95/18  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the 
following items in relation to personnel issues. 
 
Prior to consideration of the following item, Councillor Reed declared an interest and 
withdrew from the meeting. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That Councillor Chapman be appointed as Chairman for the remainder of the meeting. 

 
COUNCILLOR D CHAPMAN in the Chair. 

 
96/18  FOOTPATHS ON NORTH GREEN 
 

The Clerk advised that he had pressed the County Council for a reply in relation to the 
submission of further evidence following the discovery of the first minute book of the 
Parish Council and had been advised of the contrary view taken by the County Council’s 
Technical officers about responsibility for the paths. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That a further letter be sent to the County Council reiterating the views of the Parish 
Council regarding the substantial evidence already submitted to the Highways Authority in 
relation to this matter and asking for a response. 

 


