
 

 
        Page 1 of 2                                                APPROVED minutes 210219 

STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of a meeting held at Scarth Memorial Hall, Staindrop 

on Thursday 21 February 2019 at 7.15pm 
 

In attendance: Cllr David Reed (Chair), Cllr Ed Chicken, Cllr Ian Royston, Cllr Roger Humphries, Cllr Tony Smith,  
  Cllr Marion Rodham, Cllr Chris Allison 
Absent:  Cllr Elaine Oliver, Cllr Darrel Chapman 
Press:  Nicky Carter from the Teesdale Mercury 
Clerk:  Judith Mashiter 

1. Apologies and approval of absences 
As Cllr Oliver had submitted apologies due to a family commitment, and Cllr Chapman due to being held up in traffic, it 
was resolved that their absences be approved. 

2. Declarations of interest 
None. 

3. Requests for dispensations 
No requests had been received. 

4. Minutes 
Draft Minutes had been circulated. It was resolved that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held 17 January 2019 
are an accurate record.  

5. Update on progress on resolutions and actions 
An action log updated 13 February had been circulated. Further update and discussion: 
• Bollards outside The Wheatsheaf — Agreed Cllr Reed will speak to the contractor for an update. Councillors recalled 

that the priority is to replace the wooden bollards. Clerk will locate a map identifying where any remaining new 
bollards should be used. 

• Goosepool tenancy — Agreed Clerk prepare new tenancy agreement 

6. Public participation 
No members of public were present.  

7. Planning matters 
A paper had been circulated.  
a. Planning Applications Policy — Cllr Humphries recognised that the draft procedure assisted good corporate decision 

making but suggested that the process could be shortened if the second stage/approval of collated comments was 
by the Chair and not all councillors. Councillors expressed frustration with the tight timescales allowed for 
consultation by Durham County Council. Councillors also wondered whether a generic ‘planning applications’ item 
would suffice on the agenda rather than identifying specific applications, which would allow for discussion of 
applications notified once the meeting agenda had been published.  It was resolved to adopt the draft Planning 
Applications Policy and monitor how it works, noting the flexibility it allows to inform the public of a significant 
application and/or to call an Extraordinary Parish Council meeting if a discussion is thought necessary. Clerk will 
always forward planning application details to councillors on the day notification is received from the Planning 
Authority. 

b. It was resolved to note a decision made by the Parish Council on planning application DM/19/00269/FPA (2 Sudburn 
Avenue) which was considered prior to the meeting due to the response deadline. 

Clerk will in future provide a summary listing of all relevant planning applications handled in the previous year. 

8. County Durham Plan 
Cllr Humphries advised that of the five comments submitted by the Parish Council on the previous draft of the Plan, four 
do not appear to have been incorporated or addressed in the Pre-Submission Draft, with the remaining one referring to a 
paragraph which has now been removed. It was resolved that a submission is made based on Cllr Humphries’ previous 
report, in order that the points will be aired at the inspection of the Plan. Councillors expressed concern that (as reported 
in the Teesdale Mercury) at a recent Teesdale Action Partnership (TAP) meeting, Thomas Bennet from the County 
Council’s spatial policy team inaccurately stated that the corridor of interest for a future relief road covers an area from 
the Abbey Bridge to the A67. Cllr Royston had attended the consultation organised by TAP and reported that all traffic 
studies were of existing traffic using the existing route, with no predictions relating to the new routes. The four arguments 
to be submitted relate to: the proposed Barnard Castle Relief Road; the need for local input to decisions on how Section 
106 developer contributions are distributed; sustainable development and amenity; and a potential contradiction relating 
to small to medium scale wind turbines on land designated as Landscape Conservation Priority Area.  

9. Correspondence 
A list of correspondence received had been circulated and was noted. Following discussion: 
• (item 6) — Councillors would welcome the opportunity for a two-way exchange of views with the Barnard Castle 

HGV Group. In order of priority, the preferred exchange would be: an HGV Group representative attend Staindrop 
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Parish Council; Staindrop Parish Council host a combined parish councils meetings; and councillors attend a 
combined parish councils meeting held elsewhere in Teesdale. Agreed that the Parish Council’s comments on the 
Pre-submission draft of the County Durham Plan relating to the proposed relief road be forwarded to the HGV group 
for information.  

• (late item) — Chris Clark of the Friends of Staindrop Primary School updates the Council that funding avenues are 
being explored, with the aim of narrowing the funding gap as far as possible before requesting any money from the 
Parish Council. Progress is expected within the next month. 

10. Risk Management Strategy 
A report had been circulated. 
It was resolved to agree the proposed approach to risk management and the associated risk assessment and to adopt 
the risk management strategy. 

11. Village Greens and Environmental issues 
A report had been circulated. 
a. Use of the Village Green for Annual Carnival and other events — Cllr Smith declared an interest in this agenda item. 

It was resolved to raise no objections to the Carnival Committee holding car boot sales in April, May, August and 
November 2019 and a Farmers’ and Christmas Market in December 2019, subject to there being appropriate 
insurance in place, health and safety practices being adhered to, and any damage to the greens being remedied 
after the event(s).  Cllr Chicken complimented Cllr Smith on the fundraising opportunities the events provided.  

b. Notice of removal of telephone kiosk on North Green — Differing views were expressed about whether the kiosk is 
an eyesore and/or whether it could provide an alternative housing for the defibrillator currently at the side of Scarth 
Hall, however it was resolved to submit no objection to the removal of the telephone kiosk from North Green. 

c. Other Village Green issues  
i. Footpath condition/dispute over responsibility — Agreed that Clerk ask the two County Councillors what they 

have been able to find out since they were sent a summary of the situation from the Parish Council’s position 
and asked to assist. 

ii. Former water pump — Cllr Chicken was asked whether any progress has been made towards restoring the old 
water pump. He committed to bring to Parish Council a plan for the work and an estimate, with the aim of 
getting work done by next winter.  

12. Playground issues 
A report had been circulated. 
a. Purchase of additional eco-bark surfacing — Councillors agreed that 20m3 of bark would be preferable to 10m3, as it 

would settle and was short of the required level when first installed, and that previously the piped delivery had taken 
many hours. It was resolved to order 20m3 of play chip from Scotbark (UK), to be delivered in dumpy bags which the 
delivery company will empty into the play pit, at a cost of £1,820 including delivery, plus VAT, ideally to be delivered 
before the Easter holidays.  

b. Playground maintenance — Following inspection advice and health and safety recommendations, it was resolved to 
ask Park Lane Playgrounds to carry out the required maintenance of equipment and safety surfacing at a cost of 
£705 plus VAT.  

c. There were no other playground issues raised. 

13. Finance 
A report had been circulated. 
a. It was resolved to note that a full receipts, payments and bank reconciliation report for January and February will be 

provided in the March Finance report. 
b. It was resolved to authorise payments due, as listed, and to settle a recently received invoice from Durham County 

Council for £707.92 for website hosting and support from 1/4/18 to 31/3/19.  
c. It was resolved to terminate the existing agreement with Teesdale Consultants and to transfer the payroll operation 

in-house from 6 April 2019, thus saving the Parish Council £200pa.  

14. Councillors’ reports 
a. • Cllr Reed had attended the Travellers’ Forum and reported that measures are being planned as previously for the 

2019 migration. 
• Cllr Chicken announced that the Scarth Hall AGM will be held on 10 April and urged councillors to encourage 
younger people, and those with families, to consider becoming a trustee (Cllr Chicken and Cllr Royston are happy to 
talk to people about what is involved). 
• Cllr Royston had attended a County Durham Plan consultation meeting and has the full pre-submission draft and 
maps if councillors wish to see them. He circulated a report on the meeting to all councillors on 8 February.  

b. No County Councillors were present. 
 
Meeting closed: 8.33pm 
 


