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STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting held at Scarth Memorial Hall, Staindrop 

on Thursday 19 September 2019 at 7.15pm 
 

In attendance:  Cllr David Reed (Chair), Cllr Elaine Oliver, Cllr Ed Chicken, Cllr Chris Allison,  
   Cllr Roger Humphries and Cllr Ian Royston 
Absent:   Cllr Darrel Chapman, Cllr Tony Smith and Cllr Marion Rodham,   
Press:   Martin Paul from the Teesdale Mercury 
Clerk:   Judith Mashiter 
Public:   One local elector (to item 6 only) 

1. Apologies and approval of absences 
As Cllrs Rodham and Chapman had submitted apologies due to work commitments and Cllr Smith due to illness, it was 
resolved to approve their absences. 

2. Declarations of interest 
Cllr Humphries declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 7 relating to 13 West Terrace, however no decision was 
being made. 

3. Requests for dispensations 
No requests had been received. 

4. Minutes 
Draft Minutes had been circulated (190919-1).  
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held 18 July 2019 are an accurate record.  

5. Governance 
Paper 190919-2 had been circulated. 
a. It was resolved that the Reserves Policy, as drafted, be adopted. Clerk confirmed that changes to earmarked 

reserves can be made, by majority decision, at any time throughout the year. 
b. It was resolved that the Training and Development Policy, as drafted but with a minor amendment to read ‘reviewed 

annually’ rather than ‘reviewed at each annual meeting’, be adopted. 
c. It was resolved that no revisions are necessary to the Information and Data Protection Policy. 
d. It was resolved that only a minor amendment to the Document Retention Policy is necessary, to reflect the fact that 

General Data Protection Regulations are now in force. 

6. Public participation 
A resident appealed for help in addressing an ongoing problem she experiences with a vehicle parked on North Green 
such that it reduces the highway the single carriageway and impedes visibility for turning left out of her premises. The 
resident’s request (by leaving a note on the vehicle) that the owner park elsewhere has had no effect. Councillors 
advised that if any vehicle is causing an obstruction, then the police should be notified. Other than offering sympathy with 
the resident, parish councillors explained that there was no action the parish council could take. 

7. Planning matters 
Paper 190919-3 had been circulated.  
a. It was resolved to submit a ‘neutral’ ‘no comment’ response to application DM/19/02336/FPA (Marwood House). 
b. It was resolved to note Durham County Council’s approval of two applications and the withdrawal of a third. 
c. It was resolved to note a summary of planning applications since August 2018.  
d. Clerk advised of correspondence from John Byers (Durham County Council’s Planning Development Area Team 

Leader). It was resolved that the Parish Council welcomes Durham County Council’s statement that the Section 106 
agreement relating to planning permission for housing development south of Sudburn Avenue will have a  
requirement for a £86,995 contribution towards the maintenance or improvement of open/recreation space in the 
locality (all off-site) and that it would appreciate Durham County Council using this resource to install and maintain 
additional play equipment in the south east corner of the site (this response to be copied to the developer direct).  

e. Clerk provided verbal update that applications DM/29/01389/FPA and DM/19/01390/LB (13 West Terrace) had been 
approved, by 8 votes to 3, at Durham County Council’s Planning Committee (South and West) earlier today. 

f. Clerk reported that Raby Estates has advised that formal consultation with the Staindrop community on its proposals 
for Raby Castle/Gainford Hall and housing sites at Gainford and Staindrop will now take place in November and not 
September/October as originally planned.  It was resolved to thank Raby Estates for this information and to request 
that the parish council be afforded more time than the statutory 21 days to respond to a formal planning application 
(ie that the Estate send the application details to the parish council prior to formal submission to the Planning 
Authority).  
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8. Update about ongoing progress of resolutions and actions 
Paper 190919-4, an action log last updated 12 September had been circulated. 
• Bollards — Cllr Humphries queried whether, where bollards are unnecessarily close together, alternate ones could 

be re-used elsewhere, but was advised that they would be irreparably damaged during their removal. 
• Bench seat refurbishments — noted that work is underway, and the contractor hopes to finish by end of September. 

9. Correspondence 
Paper 190919-5, a list of correspondence received had been circulated and was noted. Following discussion: 
• (item 5) — noted that written representation already submitted by the parish council will be considered by the 

Inspector, without physical or further representation being necessary. 
• (item 48) — Cllr Reed will attend the County Durham Association of Local Councils’ Annual General Meeting. 

10. Finance 
Paper 190919-7 had been circulated. 
a. It was resolved to receive a report of receipts and payments from 1 July to 31 August 2019 and the bank 

reconciliation at 31 August 2019. 
b. It was resolved to authorise payments due as listed, with the additional payments (invoices recently received) of 

£276.00 and £414.00 both to CE & CM Walker Ltd for grass cutting in June and July.   
c. It was resolved to note a comparison of 2019/20 County Durham and England Band D precept information.  

11. Village Greens and Environmental issues 
a. Condition of footpath along Ingleton Road from Church corner to cemetery — A resident has expressed 

concern that the pavement is very overgrown with weeds and could soon disappear as the weeds are growing 
through the tarmac. It was resolved that Clerk report to Durham County Council the issue of overgrowth with weeds 
and weed damage to tarmac on the Ingleton Road pavement and on the footpath alongside the A688 from the 
church corner to Raby Castle entrance. 

b. Anniversary donation of bulbs — £150 has been received to purchase and plant daffodils as a gift to the village to 
mark the Ruby Wedding anniversary of two former residents. It was resolved that Cllr Chicken will buy daffodil bulbs 
and arrange planting on the triangle of green near the barber’s shop, and that Clerk will advise donors of this and 
mark out the patch with yellow ribbon for 29 September when the parents of the daughters who have donated the 
money for the bulbs will be in the village. 

c. Other village green matters 
i. Cllr Chicken reported that after approaching many companies, he has finally obtained a survey report and 

quotation for the restoration of the ornamental stone drinking fountain on South Green. Extensive work is 
required and an estimate is some £16,000. Cllr Chicken suggested also reinstating stone flags between the 
fountain and the Shambles and installing a small interpretation board once the work is complete. It was agreed 
in principle to seek to effect a good quality restoration of the ornamental stone drinking fountain on South Green 
and to seek financial assistance for this from CCllr George Richardson, from Raby Estates and other sources as 
appropriate.   

ii. Cllr Royston sought permission, on behalf of the Christmas Lights Committee, for battery-powered lights to be 
wrapped around approx. 20 bollards this year. All agreed that such permission be granted. 

12. Playground issues 
a. Proposed new byelaws — Paper 190919-7 had been circulated.  

i. It was resolved to approve the schedule for the introduction of a new byelaw for the playground. 
ii. It was resolved that there is a need to make a new byelaw for the playground and that under Section 164 of the 

Public Health Act 1875 it has the power to make such a byelaw. 
iii. It was resolved to approve the proposed new byelaw as drafted, with the addition at the end of clause 5 of ‘with 

the exception of equipment provided for the purpose of climbing’.  
b. Visual inspection reports 

Cllr Chapman was not present and has not submitted any recent visual inspection reports. Agreed that Clerk will 
chase this, and if Cllr Chapman is unable to carry out the fortnightly inspections, then alternative arrangements for 
this to be done could be made. 

c. Formal inspection regime 
It was resolved to accept the invitation from The Play Inspection Company to automate the inspection regime for 
three Operational Inspections per year at £52.50 each and one Annual inspection at £57.50. 

d. Other issues — Noted that the hedge boundary of the playground needs trimming. Agreed Clerk to obtain a 
quotation for this work (including removal of trimmings) from CE & CM Walker Ltd.  

13. Pledge to reduce single-use plastics 
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Whilst it was recognised that the Parish Council itself doesn’t use single-use plastics, it was resolved to sign-up to the 
County Durham Single-Use Plastics Pledge and to publicise, on the council’s website and noticeboard, this and the 
actions which residents might consider taking to reduce their own use. 

14. Councillors’ reports 
a. Reports from representatives to outside bodies, or from events: 

None 
b. Reports from County Councillors 

No County Councillors were present. 

15. Confidential business 
It was resolved that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from 
the meeting to allow the consideration of professional and legal advice to the council.  
It was resolved to note that no further correspondence had been received and to approve further correspondence.  

 
Meeting closed: 20.39pm 
 


